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Meat industry hygiene report was suppressed 



By Polly Newton 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

AN un pa Wished report on the 
meat industry raised fears more 
than a year ago that poor hygiene 
was putting the public at increas¬ 
ing risk of infection from E. coli, 
the bacterium which recently 
claimed 20 Hves in Scotland. 

The report was commissioned by 
the Meat. Hygiene Service, an 
agency of the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture. Fisheries and Food, and was 
intended : for publication last 


March. But it was suppressed after 
the authors refused to tone down 
criticisms in the draft version. 

The BSE crisis broke that month 
and yesterday the report’s editor 
Bill Swann said: “The reasons 
given were that it was perhaps not 
good timing, given that the indus¬ 
try had received such a battering 
with criticism about BSE." Mr 
Swann, a former Official Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeon, added that had the 
report’s recommend ations been im¬ 
plemented, the risk from £. coli 
would have been much reduced. 


Last night Labour accused 
Douglas Hogg, the Agriculture 
Minister, of being behind the 
decision to shelve the report, al¬ 
though officials said that it had not 
been presented to ministers. 

The £1 million report was com¬ 
piled by the Hygiene Advice Team, 
whoa? six members were contract¬ 
ed to the Meat Hygiene Service for 
12 months from March 1995 to 
audit Britain's meat industry. 

The team visited every one of the 
450 abattoirs in England, Scotland 
and Wales, before compiling a 54- 


page report — a copy of which has 
been obtained by The Times. They 
found thar abattoirs were accept¬ 
ing for slaughter animals whose 
hides or fleeces were contaminated 
with faeces and said: "Organisms, 
such as Escherichia coli 157 and 
Salmonella, can be introduced into 
the plant on the skins of dirty 
livestock.” It recommended a nat¬ 
ional policy to define “unacceptable 
contamination" of animals des¬ 
tined for slaughter. 

And it said that, instead of trying 
to wash away traces of contamina¬ 


tion on carcases — which simply 
spreads bacteria — abattoir work¬ 
ers should trim off those parts of 
the animal that were obviously 
dirty. However, the process is 
labour-intensive, and would not be 
popular in an industry with tiny 
profit margins. 

Mr Swann said yesterday: “If the 
recommendations in the report 
were being implemented uniformly 
and fully across the country, the 
risk from E coli 157 would be 
considerably diminished." 

There was considerable anger 


among the Hygiene Advice Team 
when the Meat Hygiene Service 
refused to publish the report They 
claimed that service had wanted to 
do so, but had been overruled by 
the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

Mr Swann, who is now an 
assistant chief veterinary officer for 
the RSPCA, said: “I felt the report 
would have been of enormous 
benefit to veterinary surgeons in¬ 
volved in meat work and to people 
involved in food hygiene. The 
recommendations were obviously 
very important" A ministry 


spokesman said that the report had 
been circulated within the industry, 
but no minister had seen it. 

Although the report’s authors 
accept that their findings were sent 
to individual abattoirs, they argued 
that only a national code of practice 
would stop abattoirs from taking in 
dirty stock. They said that intense 
competition meant that few abat¬ 
toirs would turn away animals if 
they believed another would accept 
them. 

Report page 4 


£175 tax free 
pension is 



JOHN MAJOR held out the 
prospect of a tax-free pension 
of £175 a week for the next 
generation yesterday when he 
unveiled plans for tire biggest 
overhaul in state pensions for 
50 years. 

Producing/-a centrepiece 
proposalibr the Tory election 
manifesto, .the Prune Minister 
said Shaf everyone Would have 
their own personal pension 
schieine to be built up over 
their, working lifetime. The 
scheme — called Basic Pen- 
skins Plus — was, however, 
attacked by Labour, creating a 
rare division between the two 
parties on policy. 

Under the plan, which could 
not come into effect before the 
end . of tile next. Parliament 
people starting work would 
pay £9 a week of their national 
insurance contributions into a 
fund for their old age. But 
today's pensioners and work¬ 
ers would not be affected. 

Under projections outlined 
by Peter Lflley, the Social 
Security Secretary, people on 
average earnings of about 
£350 a week would build up a 
fond worth £131X000 during 
their working life. That would 
be enough to give them £175 
per week in today’s money — 
or more if their funds per¬ 
formed better than govera- 


By Phujp Webster and Jnx Sherman 


□ New Basic Pension Plus to 
replace basic state pension 
and Serps 

□ Individuals to get £9«- 
week rebate to invest in 
personalised pension when 
they start work. 

□ Government to transfer the 
5 per cent of-earnings from 
Sops into new pension funds. 

□ Today’s workers and pen¬ 
sioners unaffected by scheme, 
to be phased in after 2001. 

□ Government to guarantee 
basic state pension, but aver¬ 
age earner expected to build 
up pension worth £175 a week. 

□ Scheme will cost taxpayer 
up to £7bQlhm a year medium 
term, hut save £40 billion a 
year from 2040 

□ Tax relief on pension con¬ 
tributions to go, but pension 
income tax free. 


ment assumptions. Pension 
contributions would no longer 
be tax-free, but the income 
they produced would be—and 
any money left in the fond at 
death could be passed to heirs. 

If the fond did not perform 
as well as it should, an 


inflation-linked basic pension 
level would continue to be 
guaranteed by the state. But 
once the scheme was fully 
operational in 40 years' time, 
all the cash to fund pensions 
would come from investments 
by-big pension funds. 

Carers, the unemployed, 
rick, disabled and some others 
would get credits towards 
their basic pension guarantee, 
and benefits would continue to 
be available for those unable 
to save enough. 

Mr Lflley and Mr Major 
claimed that, in time, the 
switch could release as much 
as £40 billion in state spend¬ 
ing. At first, however, the 
scheme would cost £160 mil¬ 
lion a year, rising to £7 billion 
annually by the end of the 
changeover period. 

Conservative policy chiefs 
were delighted that the “big 
idea" for their next term of 
office had arrived. They saw it 
as a boost for personal capital 
ownership on a par with the 
sale of council houses and 
privatisation in the 1980s. 
Although some Conservative 
MPs voiced doubts about the 
electoral impact if Labour 
raised fears that the state 
pension was under threat, Mr 
Major's close ancle was 
delighted that he would be 



Peter Lilley, Social Security Secretary, talks about his pension plans to student newspaper reporters. They may be the first generation to try them 


able to portray his party as 
capable of radical thought. 

Labour strongly criticised 
the plans, even though it is 
working on substantial re¬ 
forms of iis own which will 
involve a big extension of 
personal pensions. Harriet 
Harman, the Shadow Social 
Security Secretary, described 
them as "a really chilling 
prospect for hard-working 
families. They certainly spell 
the end of the basic state 


pension.” Gordon Brown said 
that the £7 billion a year 
ultimate cost was the equiva¬ 
lent of 4p on income tax. And 
the cumulative cost to the 
taxpayer would be £151 billion 
— or more if the Government 
had to make up any shortfall 
in personal funds. 

But Mr Major said it was “a 
revolution for the new genera¬ 
tion and probably one of the 
furthest-sighted reforms pro¬ 
duced by any government". 


He did not expect legislation 
to be produced until "the back 
end of the next Parliament 
This is not a vote-winner in the 
sehse that we are saying to 
people in this election This is a 
new goody. The people who 
wflj benefit will be only just of 
voting age or below. It is not a 
short-term vote winner. It is 
the right thing to do for the 
economy, for pensions, for 
government" 

Shares in life insurance 


companies barely moved yes¬ 
terday, largely because the 
City believes that there is little 
chance of the Conservatives 
returning to power to imple¬ 
ment the proposals. 


Details, pages 8, 9 
David Willetts, page 18 
Leading article, page 19 
Industry welcome, page 25 
Pennington,page 27 
Graham Seazjeanl/page 29 


Respect law, 
Berisha told 

BRITAIN yesterday told 
President Berisha that he 
must respect the rule of law if 
Alb ania was to receive aid 
from other European nations. 

Malcolm Rifldnd, the For¬ 
eign Secretary, said in a BBC 
interview: “We are not pre¬ 
pared to give support when he 
acts in an authoritiarian and 
dictatorial way." His warn¬ 
ing came as diplomatic efforts 
intensified to end the crisis 
and the Albanian opposition 
appealed to the West to put 
pressure mi President Bensha 
to end the state of emergency. 

Britain accused, page 12 
Rebel* dig in, page 13 
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Attlee is 
to join 
the Tories 

By James Landale 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

THE grandson of Clement 
Attlee, the post-war Labour 
Prime Minister, is to join the 
Conservative Party in the 

House of Lords. . 

In a rare coup for the Tones, 
Earl Attlee, 40. — a 

crossbencher since he inherit¬ 
ed the title in 1991 - said he 
was entering the Tory fold 
because he supported the par¬ 
ly’s policies. _. 

His announcement boosted 

ministers in the wake of the 
Wirral South by-election de¬ 
feat and the failure of the 

Tories to make any ground in 
_it. than piohr weeks 



He u»Q * ntr 1 * 

joining the Conservative ftrty 
£t this time because I believe 
that die Conservative Govern¬ 
ment is right on the economy, 
right on Europe, and that 
John Major ts the only man 
who will defend the constitu¬ 
tion and avoid the break-up.of 
the United Kingdom. John 
Major is an excellent , Pnme 
Minister and I will do all I on 
to convince people to vote far 
the Conservatives." 

His conversion comes oe- 
spite his criticism of the Gov¬ 
ernment's ban on handguns. 


New logo asserts Princess’s 
distance from Royal Family 


DIANA, Princess of Wales, 
has designed her own logo, 
which distances her still fur¬ 
ther from her former husband 
and the Royal Family. 

Her staff said last night that 
the new logo was chosen and 
partly designed by the Prin¬ 
cess. who doodled on a sketch 
pad what she was looking for. 

The official reason for the 
new look is that she moved her 
offices to Kensington Palace 
this week and her corres¬ 
pondence has to reflect the 
new address. However, royal 
sources say the removal of the 
Prince of Wales feathers from 
her logo is yet another sign 
that site has severed her links 
with her former husband. 
Instead, her staff say. she 


By Daniel McGrory 

asked for "someihing simple, 
something dignified and 
something appropriate". 

What she was given is the 
Spencer coronet set above a 
swirling capital D. all in dark 
blue rather than royal blue. 
Kensington Palace refused to 
say how much the new logo 
cost. “We designed it in- 
house," a spokesman said. 
“The Princess doodled a bit 
and then she looked at the 
various proposals the staff 
suggested and picked this. She 
is very happy with it and 
thinks it very’ smart. 

“I am not sure what rhe 
print is called that we have 
used and I do not think she 
knows, but it is the style she 
liked. We just got out some 
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The new logo, left, lades the Prince of Wales feathers 


print books and she looked 
through and made her choice. 
Simple, no fuss." 

Staff say that no snub is 
intended with the doodled 
design, adding that it was 
necessary given that the terms 
of the divorce settlement iii- 
duded her moving her staff to 
Kensington Palace. 

The office move was agreed 
to prevent embarrassing con¬ 
tact between the Princess and 
her former husband, whose 
offices were almost next door 
to hers at St James’s. Hie 
move was delayed while an 
apartment in Kensington Pal¬ 
ace. where the Princess lives, 
was refurbished. 

Although she retains "Prin¬ 
cess of Wales" in her title, she 
felt there was no obligation to 
use the feathers in her new 
design. 

it is intended that the logo 
will be used only for letter¬ 
heads and envelopes and will 
be embossed on the “with 
compliments" slips that her 
office sends out in replies to 
correspondence. Hie Princess 
is believed to receive more 
mail than any other member 
of the Royal Family. 

Secret easb deal, page 7 



m It seemed sensible 
with retirement 
looming in May” 


Boat comes in for 
civil servants 

One of the last groups of 
expatriate civil servants in 
Hong Kong will set sail for 
home from the colony today 
aboard the luxury cruise ship 
Oriana. 

They are benefiting from a 
perk of the colonial era, which 
entities them to travel home 
by sea rather than air when 
their assignment ends.Page 5 

BBC sacks Baker 

The BBC has dismissed Dan¬ 
ny Baker, the radio presenter, 
after he lambasted the referee 
who awarded the controvert a] 
penalty which gave Chelsea a 
cup-tie victory against 
Leicester City—Paage 3 
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Nation misses out as MP’s words of warning fall on deaf 

r ust as a rambler may ters, the Press Association tained in a Government Paper a wh, i , ...^,...1 l, ==i sign warning that wet cobbles SLtimm after^tht 

stumble upon a clearing note-taker, the Hansard ste- or Party manifesto—would be [’>U AR are slippery. An accountant ^hro^h egal aid- . -M a v I. 




J ust as a rambler may 
stumble upon a clearing 
in the wood where, un¬ 
heard by any other living 
creature, a small songbird is 
wasting his melody on the 
uncomprehending trees, so a 
sketchwriter may amble into 
the Commons Press Gallery 
on an uneventful afternoon 
and see a little-known back¬ 
bencher in full voice, with a 
powerful argument, a well- 
crafted text and almost nobody 
to hear. 

His song is witnessed by few 
beyond a weary Madam 
Speaker, two gossiping minis¬ 


ters, the Press Association 
note-taker, the Hansard ste¬ 
nographer, and five baffled 
Japanese tourists in the 
Strangers' Gallery. 

Yesterday was such an after¬ 
noon. Andrew Robathan (C, 
Blaby) was moving his Civil 
Actions (Limitation of Proceed¬ 
ings) BtlL The young former 
soldier had a good case, a 
happy turn of phrase and 
confident delivery. In a Fair- 
minded way he was express¬ 
ing thoughts which would 
raise a cheer from millions 
outside the Palace of Westmin¬ 
ster. His proposals — if con¬ 


tained in a Government Paper 
or Party manifesto—would be 
earnestly discussed across the 
nation. 

But because it was only Mr 
Robathan. wily a Ten-Minute 
Rule Bill and only a Wednes¬ 
day afternoon, there may be a 
grunt from a whip in the 
Smoking Room (“clever 
speech by that Robathan fel¬ 
low") but nothing more. He 
might as well have been 
talking to the trees. 

For lack of parliamentary 
time, his Bill will die within 
weeks, and he knew it It will 
scarcely be reported in the 


POLITICAL SKETCH 


newspapers and he knew it 
Ignored by television, it might 
just merit a few seconds' 
coverage on Radio 4*5 Yester¬ 
day in Parliament. And that 
will betheendofiLAU thisMr 
Robathan knew. But com¬ 
pelled by reason and indigna¬ 
tion. he would propose his Bill 
regardless. 

His case was simple. Britain 
was catching the American 


disease. Civil actions for huge 
damages are being brought, 
and succeeding, where in the 
past die aggrieved person 
would have put the loss down 
to his own faulty judgment, 
“just one of those things” or 
bad luck. 

In Lyme Regis someone had 
slipped cn wet cobbles and 
sued the council for £95,000 
because there had been no 


sign warning that wet cobbles 
are slippery. An accountant 
had contracted dysentery in 
Africa and sued. An unmar¬ 
ried teacher at a Roman 
Cartmlir school who had ba¬ 
bies by different men. includ¬ 
ing a former pupil, was suing 
for “constructive dismissal”. A 
prisoner was awarded dam¬ 
ages because his haircut was 
too short. 

The Law Society, said 
Robathan, had now set up an 
“accident line” for injured 
citizens, to drum up trade for 
lawyers. For them this work 
was a goldmine. Often the 


Libel litigant takes 
MacKay to court 
over entrance fees 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


taxpayer footed the bill, 
through legal aid. Damages 
(where paid try insurers) 
worked their way through into 
higher premiums for alL 

Mr Robatitan’s proposed 
reform sounded, at first 
glance, feasible and fair. An 
ombudsman should hear 
Haims and recommend an 
out-of-court settlement. If liti¬ 
gants were not prepared to 
accept it they would be free to 
go to court, but at their own 
cost, without legal aid. 

The MP had a pleasant 
lightness of touch. Instructed 
by the Chair to name the day 


amnNWALKHI 


THE Lord Chancellor was 
accused yesterday of acting 
outside his powers in a test 
challenge over the hefty in¬ 
creases in court "entrance” 
fees he has introduced in the 
civil courts. 

John Witham, a 50-year-old 
from Essex who is on income 
support, is challenging the 
rises because he cannot pay 
the £500 fee to issue a libel writ 
and bring an action as a 
litigant in person. If Mr 
Witham is successful, the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Mackay of 
Clashfem. could face re-pay¬ 
ing all court fees collected 
since the increases came into 
force in the middle of January. 

The High Court writ fee 
went up from £120 to £500. All 
other fees for civil proceedings 
also rose by anything from 50 
per cent to 150 per cent in line 
with Government policy to 
make the courts self¬ 
financing. 

Mr Witham's counsel, Peter 
Duffy, told Lord Justice Rose, 
sirring with Mr Justice Laws, 
that when the Lord Chancellor 
increased fees by amending 
the Supreme Court Act 1981, 
he also removed the exemp¬ 
tion from fees for those on 
income support- As a result. 
Mr Duffy said, Mr Witham 
Was barred'from issuing a 
libel writ and was denied 
access to the courts. Legal aid 
is not available for libel 
because there was no power to 


waive or remit Tees. Before the 
amendment court fees could 
be remitted or reduced where 
to pay them would involve 
undue hardship because of die 
exceptional circumstances of 
the case. 

Mr Witham was unem¬ 
ployed, had no savings and 
received income support of 
£57.90 a week, he told the 
judges. Even if he were able to 
put aside £20 a week, which 
was “unimaginable”, it would 
take him six months to save 
the court fee of £500, he said. 
Without that he could not 
start the action and was, in 
effect denied a "right of access 
to the court". 

Mr Duffy said that the Lord 
Chancellor had no power 
under Section 130 of the Su¬ 
preme Court Act 19S1 to repeal 
the provisions which allowed 
fees to be remitted when 
increasing court fees. The 
fundamental principle of ac¬ 
cess to the courts should not be 
altered unless there were 
“clear words in statute” he 
said. It was not “susceptible to 
being altered in delegated 
legislation”, particularly 
where no debate, or vote, had 
been required by Parliament 

He added that even if the 
amendment order was valid, it 
wbuld*1rt£ringe the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights, which guaranteed a 
right to privacy and to a 
family life, which the law of 


defamation was designed to 
protect “without discrimina¬ 
tion on any grounds". 

Stephen Richards, counsel 
for Lord Mackay, said that 
Parliament had conferred on 
the Lord Chancellor a “wide 
discretion to prescribe fees for 
the Supreme Court”, subject to 
the agreement of the senior, 
judges who are High Court 
heads of division and the 
Treasury. 

The setting of the fees did 
not amount to interference 
with an individual's right of 
access to the courts, he added. 
Whether court fees where set 
at a reasonable level was a 
separate issue from whether 
someone should be given any 
financial help with his fees. 

“Furthermore, court fees are 
but one element in the total 
costs of litigation, which will 
depend upon a host of factors 
such as procedural complex¬ 
ity, need for and costs legal 
representation, evidential re¬ 
quirements, oost of tran¬ 
scripts. ability to pay other 
party's costs if unsuccessful 
and costs of any appeaL-" 

The latest rises will reap an 
extra £50 million in court fees 
and are the last stage in a four- 
year polity to cover almost the 
entire £310 million cost of 
running thedvfl 

The judges' ruling which 
will be given on Friday. 

Law, page 42 



Labour women MPs petitioning Downing Street yesterday for Mr Evans’ de-selection 

Major attacks half-apologetic Evans 


By Philip Webster and Joanna Bale 


JOHN MAJOR yesterday 
condemned the attack on 
women politicians by Tory 
MP David Evans as die 
maverick rightwinger was 
forced to apologise after a 
dressing down from his chief 
whip. 

Mr Evans said sorry to 
-Virginia BoUomley, the Nat¬ 
ional Heritage Secretary, 
whom he had desdbed as 
“dead from the neck up¬ 
wards” and to the Prime 
Minister, whom he said was 
’*viiiididivie and not forgiv¬ 
ing*'; but not to his Labour 
opponent at the general elec¬ 
tion Melanie Johnson, whose 
children he branded as ”bas¬ 
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tards.” The MPs selective 
contrition came alter an early 
morning telephone call from 
Alastair Good lad, the Chief 
Whip. Then the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, asked ata Downing Street 
news conference whether he 
condemned Mr Evans’ re¬ 
marks unreservedly and in 
their totality, replied; “Yes." 

Meanwhile, Ms Johnson, 
admitted that her feelings of 
indignation were mixed with 
a certain amount of glee that 
they could only help her to 
vftn his Welwyn Hatfield seat 

At her home in Cambridge 
yesterday, she said: “It’s an 
extra morale boost to our 
campaign. He has shot him¬ 
self in the foot yet again.” 

Although Mr Evans called 
her three young children 
“bastards” because she is not 
married, Ms Johnson ap¬ 
peared yesterday to be more 
enraged by his remarks (hat 
she had “never done a proper 
job". She said: "He is a man 
well known for his very strong 
political views, but he has 
never attacked me personally 



Melanie Johnson: abuse 
gave heria boost 

in that way and I am pretty 
shocked. 

“I was particularly amazed 
at the inaccuracies about my 
work. The children under¬ 
stand the words Mr Evans 
used, but they are rather 
bemused by it all.” 

John HorreU, the leader of 
Cambridgeshire Conservative 
councillors, said last night: 
“Ms Johnson's children are 
very well brought up and her 
family circumstances are held 
in high esteem. Mr Evans' 


comments were totally inap¬ 
propriate and 1 am at a loss to 
explain why he made them." 

Mr Major's condemnation 
was not enough fen- Janet 
Anderson, Labour’s women's 
spokesman. “If he is so com¬ 
pletely at odds with Mr Evans 
then be surely most agree that 
Mr Evans is not fit to be a 
Tory MP and should go,” she 
sakL . 

She later led a group of 
women Labour MPs to 
Downing Street today to hand 
in a letter calling pn Mr 
Major to de-select Mr Evans. 

She iaid in herletter: “Mr 
Evans's disgraceful com¬ 
ments dearly made him un¬ 
suitable to be a Parliamentary 
candidate in the forthcoming 
election." 

But Mrs Bottomley was 
satisfied, saying that she bad 
a “very gallant” apology from 
Mr Evans.She sakL"I can 
only say when he came to 
speak in my constituency the 
other day, they had a tremen¬ 
dously good evening. I have 
had a very gallant and elegant 
apology from him. which is 
much appreciated.” 


Second minister admits 
misleading Parliament 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


A SECOND defence minister 
was forced yesterday to admit 
he had misled Parliament 
after giving a false answer to 
the House of Lords abour Gulf 
War syndrome investigations. 

Earl Howe, a Junior De¬ 
fence Minister, said answers 
he had given to parliamentary 
questions in June and July last 
year about the cause of death 
of a number of animals found 
in the Saudi and Kuwaiti 
deserts at the end of rhe Gulf 
War had been inaccurate. 

Last summer Lord Howe 
said samples from the animal 
carcasses had been sent for 


examination to the Centre for 
Tropical Veterinary Medicine 
at Edinburgh University, 
which concluded they hid 
died of natural causes. 

Inquiries at the Ministry of 
Defence, however, revealed 
that the samples were never 
sent to Edinburgh and it is 
now believed that no tests 
were carried out at any re¬ 
search centre. MoD officials 
are now searching through 
documents and records to see 
whar happened to the sam¬ 
ples. which were raken from a 
number of camels, goats and 
sheep. In a report last month 


Richard Mottram, the MoD's 
Permanent Under Secretary, 
confirmed there had been 
serious failings by a number 
of military officers and civil 
servants who had advised 
Nicholas Soames, the Armed 
Forces Minister, that organo- 
phosphaie pesticides were not 
used by British troops in the 
Gulf. Veterans suffering from 
a range of illnesses which they 
have called Gulf War syn¬ 
drome have claimed that the 
toxic pesticides could have 
caused the deterioration in 
their health since returning 
from the Gull 


for his Bill's debate, he replied, 
after the slightest of pauses: 
"May I, Madam Speaker, ft 
may be that this Bill does not 
become law.” 

And who. asked CNfiss; 
Boothroyd. would" prepare 
and bring in the Bill? Hweitis 
customary for an MP tq refi 
off a list of sympathisers.__/y 
“Myself,” said"j;Mr _ 
Robathan. 

In honour of the . Marie. 
Curie Campaign, he^yiias 
wearing a daffodil. '' 

“... bom to blush unseen. 
And waste its sweetness on the 
desert air.” 


ii 


Blair backs 
off polling 
referendum 

Tony Blair yestenJay backed 
away from committing a Lab¬ 
our government to a timetable 
for staging a referendum on 
changing the electoral system. 
The Labour leader also issued 
a warning that, even if the 
public voted in favour of 
change in a referendum, re¬ 
forms might not be introduced 
in time for the general election 
after next 

Labour unveiled a package 
of planned constitutional 
reforms agreed jointly 
with senior liberal Demo¬ 
crats. 

It omitted any commitment 
to electoral reform but pledged 
both parties to the abolition of 
voting' rights for hereditary 
peers, Scottish and Welsh 
devolution and a Freedom of 
Information Acl 

Woman’s body 
found buried 

Police have found the body of 
Diana Goldsmith, the former 
common law wife of Derek 
Goldsmith, a millionaire, bur¬ 
ied in tile garden of a house in 
Bromley, southeast London. 
The mother of three children, 
Miss Goldsmith. 45, was last 
seen in Sevenoaks in January 
1995. Two men have. been 
charged over her 
disappearance. 

New ferry safety 
rules condemned. 

New ferry safety rules being 
announced by the Govern¬ 
ment today on the tenth anni¬ 
versary of the Herald of Free 
Enterprise disaster, are “too 
little, too late", families of the 
194 victims said. To meet, 
international standards ID 
British ferries must be ada|>t- 
ed. But campaigners daun 
basic problems with rtiH-an 
roll-off ferries will remain. 

Paedophiles j ■ 
‘exceed million’ 1 

A police officer who has 
spent 32 years tracking child 
abusers claimed there were at 
least a million active. 
paedophiles in Britain. Decep¬ 
tive Superintendent Micbad 
Hames, former head of the 
Obscene Publications Branch 
at New Scotland Yard, told a 
Perth conference thar for every 
convicted paedophile another 
20 went free. - ; : ' 

Failing schools 
have more boys 

Schools found to be failing 
their pupils often have many 
more boys than girls,- an 
analysis by school inspectors 
disclosed yesterday. A study 
by Ofeted, the schools inspec¬ 
torate, of the 260 schoolsirfus 
judged to be failing out of 
more than 14,000 assessed, 
found that weak leadership 
and poor teaching were -the 
main characteristics of failure. 


Mackay chides judges 


THE Lord Chancellor last 
night cautioned judges against 
taking it on themselves to 
overcome defects in the law. 
Lord Mackay of Clashfem 
said it was his "firm view" that 
a judge's duty was “to apply 
the law as he finds it, not to 
seek to rectify perceived inade¬ 
quacies by the use of creative 
interpretation". 

When defiriences were re¬ 
vealed “it is for Parliament to 
respond", he said. Lord 
Mackay was speaking in 
London at the prizegiving for 
the Times Law Awards compe¬ 


tition, sponsored by the cham¬ 
bers of Anthony Grabiner, 
QC. at Essex Court, Temple, 
in the City of London. 

The winner of the £3.000 
first prize on the title "The Law 
Lords — A Supreme Court?" 
was Elizabeth Errington, 23, a 
graduate in psychology and 
physiology from Oxford. The 
£2.000 second prize went to 
John McKeever and £1.000 
third prize to Kenneth Yap. 

The winning essay and full 
list of winners wifi be carried 
on the Law page in The Times 
next Tuesday. 
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Police reveal chilling details of how Lin Russell met her death 
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By Stephen Farrell 


Mrs Russell* gagged 
with strips of towel 


ki ? er ° f t * n Bussell* the mother 
attacked with a hammer as she 

walked home across a Kent field with 
her two daughters, bound her wrists 
with shoe lace and gagged or 
blindfolded her with strips of towel, 
detectives said yesterday. Her six- 
year-old daughter Megan, who was 
also battered to death, had a bootlace 

wrapped twice around her neck, 
possibly to force her mother's comp¬ 
liance. 

Detective Chief Inspector David 
Stevens said Megan's sister Josie, 
aged nine, who suffered 16 head 
mjunes but survived, did not remem¬ 
ber her mother and sister being tied 
up. Josie is now recovering in Wales 
with her father. Dr Shaun Russell. 


Kent police revealed for the first time 
that the attack had lasted between 10 
and 15 minutes, as officers renewed a 
public appeal for information yester¬ 
day. In die nine months since the 
attack, no one has been arrested, but 
police have released a photofit of the 
killer. 

Mr Stevens said the victims were 
found folly-dothed and there was no 
evidence of sexual motive for the 
attack, but he said the reason for the 
assault might never be known, even 
if the killer was caught “Anybody 
with a propensity to do this is 
suffering from some sort of psycho¬ 
logical disorder, probably being a 
psychopath,* he said. 

He said the killer could have been 
disturbed at any time, and that the 
evidence showed the attack took 


place within a space of three or four 
square metres. “You can’t tie people 
up and do ail these activities within 
the space of a few seconds. You are 
talking about 10 to 15 minutes. If you 
work the time out, there is exactly 
enough time for that to have hap¬ 
pened." Mr Stevens added. 

Mrs RusseU, 45. had her wrists 
bound with a lace from her own 
tennis shoe. The lace was still around 
her right wrist when she was found. 
The bloody towel strips, tom from the 
family towel, were removed and were 
later found in the children’s string 
bag, which had been thrown over a 
hedge a mile away. The boot lace 
around Megan's neck has not been 
found and probably belonged to the 
killer. Police say it is vital that the 
lace is found. "We know that was put 


around her neck before the fatal 
hammer blow." Mr Stevens said. 
“You can speculate but dearly it 
could have ban used to farce mum to 
do certain things. Can you imagine a 
mother being confronted with a 

ligature around her child's throat? 

She would comply, wouldn't sher 
Mrs Russell and Megan were 
killed sometime between 420pm and 
5pm on July 9 last year in 
Cherrygarden Lane, in woods near 
Onllenden, Kent They were return¬ 
ing from a swimming gala at the 
girls’ school to their home in 
Nomngtnn. near Canterbury. They 
left the school at 4pm and were seen 
walking through a field into the 
woods. The last sighting was at 
4.20pm. Josie later told police that 
she saw a car drive past them, then 


the driver dim bed out, reached into 
the back of the car, brought out a 
hammer and attacked Megan and 
her mother before charing her. Mr 
Stevens said the team of 15 detectives 
were taking calls-from the public 
almost every day. and was using 
forensic technology to recreate tiie 
scene. Although officers had liaised 
with detectives on the Billie Jo 
Jenkins murder in Hastings, there 
was nothing to suggest links. Exten¬ 
sive inquiries had also failed to 
discover potential military or occult 
links. 

Mr Stevens renewed appeals for 
sightings of a fair-haired man seen 
driving a light-coloured car with 
rear mudflaps, anti-static strip and a 
GB sticker near Cherrygarden Lane 
around 5pm. 



Megan; battered to 
death with hammer 


FA Cup goal comment rebounds on Danny Baker as he is sacked from BBC phone-in 


Radio host and referee 


pay penalty for one kick 


By Damian Whitworth and Russell Kempson 


A HOTLY disputed penalty 
kick yesterday produced two 
results beyond the FA Cup tie 
it derided. Danny Baker, the 
radio presenter who lambas¬ 
ted tiw referee who awarded 
the penalty; was sacked by die 
BBC, and the referee himself 
will no longer officiate during 
a Premiership match between 
the two rides next month. 

The controversial penalty 
that gave Chelsea victory three 
minutes from the end of extra 
time in their FA Cup fifth 
round replay against Leicester 
Qty on February 26 caused 
uproar among City support¬ 
ers. Some are suing the 
Fbotball Association over the 
derision. 

Later that night Baker, who 
was hosting an i rr everent 
radio phone-in show, called 
on supporters all over the 
country to barrack Mike 
Reed, the referee, wherever he 
went and “make his life hell". 

Baker was sacked by'the 
BBC yesterday hours before 
the FA Premier League to* 
the unprecedented derision, 
on the advice of police, that Mr 
Reed would not officiate at 
tiie next match between Gift 
sea and Leicester. f ' 

Baker said he believed that 
tha^BBe^iad beenHfcanrdttUy^ 
the football authorities who 
were upset because he provid¬ 
ed an outlet for the uncompro¬ 


mising views of fans. BBC 
bosses said that Baker’s fero¬ 
cious verbal assault on tiie 
referee during his Wednesday 
evening slot on Radio 5 Live 
was die final straw after a 
string of incidents. 

After saying that Mr Reed 
was to be tiie sacrificial lamb 
in a campaign against refer¬ 
ees, Baker cur off callers who 
disagreed with him and asked 
“all football supporters to 
barrack him (Reed), really get 
on his bade. Use wends like 
’fraud’ and "you are no good, 
you were wrong. Mr Reed’.” 

Tony Hall, head of BBC 
news, said of Baker “This 
wasn’t tiie first occasion that 
be had crossed the tine 
between being lively, humor- 




Reedr planned rematch 
will not take place 



else’s 





Now that Compaq have introduced 
the ProSignia 200 range, wharfs the point’ 


ous and controversial and 
being insulting to the audi¬ 
ence. This is something we 
cannot tolerate. It was derided 
that in the light of the 
programme, when Baker en¬ 
couraged unacceptable behav¬ 
iour towards a football referee 
and was blatantly rude to 
callers, he should no longer 
host the programme." 

Last November Baker ad¬ 
vised Tottenham Hotspur fens 
angry at their team's perfor¬ 
mance to throw their pro¬ 
grammes on the {titch, which 
is against the law. Earlier this 
year while Brighton and Hove 
Albion were in turmoil. Baker 
wished terminal illness on the 
directors. 

Baker, a dose friend of the 
equally outrageous Chris Ev¬ 
ans who recently parted com¬ 
pany with Radio 1. was 
unrepentant “I’m not that 
surprised. It’s been an uneasy 
marriage since the begin¬ 
ning,” he said. "I don't dunk 
you can r ep r esent the true 
feelings of rank-and-file foot¬ 
ball fans as well as (keeping! 
your contacts with the hierar¬ 
chy in the FA I think they 
were leant on." Answering 
accusations that he had not 
respected listeners' views, he 
said: “It was never-meant to be 
a debating forum." 

After bang sacked from his 
Wednesday show Baker de¬ 


clined to continue in his Satur¬ 
day slot. He will continue to 
work for GLR. a BBC station 
in London. 

Referees said that the 
decision to release Mr Reed, 
45. from Birmingham, from a 
game was an unwelcome 
precedent. David Elleray. the 
Premier League referees’ 
spokesman, said; “Many 
people within the game, not 
just referees, were disappoint¬ 
ed with the comments made 
and concerned over the ac¬ 
tions they might provoke." 

Arthur Smith, general sec¬ 
retary of the Referees’ Associ¬ 
ation said; “This [derision] is a 
bit worrying. It shows the 
pressures on referees at the 
highest level and if anything 
goes wrong it seems that they 
have to bear the brunt of it. A 
referee gives an honest deri¬ 
sion. as he saw it at the time, 
and then gets slaughtered.” 
He said it would be worth 
looking at technological aides, 
such as action replays on giant 
screens, to help referees. 

Earlier this wed; Leicester 
City supporters served a writ 
on the FA seeking £140 in 
damages plus expenses when ■ 
one of their number daimed 
he had to miss two days' work 
because he was so distressed • 
by the penalty derision. 





Detectives 
investigate 
child’s TV 
abuse role 


By Adrian Lee 
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Danny Baker, who called on fbotball fans to make referee Mike Reed’s life hell 


THE parents of the young star 
of a television drama about 
child sex abuse may be ques¬ 
tioned by detectives for allow¬ 
ing their daughter to take the 
role. 

A viewer complained that 
by acting in No Child of Mine, 
Brooke Kinsella, 13, was her¬ 
self abused. 

Hampshire police con¬ 
firmed yesterday that there 
would be an investigation and 
said that officers would speak 
to social services and tiie 
Crown Prosecution Service. 
The actress and her parents. 
George and Debbie, of Isling¬ 
ton. north London, may alto 
be interviewed. 

The programme was made 
by the Southampton-based 
Meridian Broadcasting and 
screened in most ITV regions 
last week. 

A police spokesman said it 
was too early to say if there 
would be a prosecution but it 
was felt that the complaint 
merited “a closer look". 

Miss KinseUa's agent. 
Yvette Powell of the Anna 
Scher Theatre, where the teen¬ 
age actress spends one eve¬ 
ning a week, said; “I am sure 
nothing will come of ft. Brooke 
was definitely not harmed." 

Meridian said there had 
been 135 calls of complaint 
about the programme and 173 
messages • of- --support A 
helpline set up following its 
screening has received more 
than 45,000 calls. 


Life for killers of 


elderly gay man 


Checks urged on 
drunk doctors 


By A Staff Reporter 


By Gillian Bowditch, Scotland correspondent 


A SOLICITOR’S son and his 
two friends were jailed for life 
yesterday for the murder of an 
elderly homosexual after tak¬ 
ing drink and drugs. 

One of the trio had told 
police he had watched Quen¬ 
tin Tarantino’s film Pulp Fic¬ 
tion on the night of the attack. 
Exeter Crown Court was told. 
Frederick Sweet. 64. and Ber¬ 
nard Hawken, 53. were as¬ 
saulted in a shelter in Central 
Park, Plymouth, on Novem¬ 
ber 6, 1995. 

Both men had their faces 
crushed as they were held face 
downwards and repeatedly 
stamped on and their genitals 
were stabbed and mutilated. 
Mr Hawken will be confined 
to a wheelchair for the rest of 
bis life. 

Richard Bownes. 18, Rob¬ 
erto Pace. 18. and Stuart 
Smith. 19, all of Plymouth, had 
denied murdering Mr Sweet 
and attempting to murder Mr 
Hawken. and causing him 
grievous bodily harm with 
intent The teenagers alt 
claimed they were out of 
control through drink and 
drugs and although they were 
present when the attacks took 
place, they never intended to 
cause serious injuries. 

They were convicted of mur¬ 
der and causing grievous 
bodily harm, and will start 
their sentences in youth 
custody. 

Bownes was persuaded to 
go to the police by his father 
Midtael, a senior solicitor at 


Plymouth City Council, who 
questioned his son after be¬ 
coming suspicious by the 
amount of washing he was 
doing and the colour of the 
water. 

The gang, all of whom came 
from well-off families and had 
been to grammar schools in 
Plymouth, had spent the eve¬ 
ning drinking up to two litres 
of wine apiece, smoking can¬ 
nabis. taking large amounts of 
Valium and sniffing butane. 
They then went to the park, 
which is a well-known meet¬ 
ing place for homosexuals at 
nighr. 

As they left the park a 
witness heard one say “We 
done good, we showed them." 
but the next day their bravado 
turned to self pity as they told 
friends what they had done 
and one said: “I have ruined 
my life." 
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Bownes: suspected his 
son of involvement 


A SCOTTISH judge yesterday 
urged the Department of 
Health to introduce compul¬ 
sory two-yearly health checks 
on doctors. His call came after 
a surgeon was allowed to 
continue operating for several 
years after colleagues suspect¬ 
ed his serious drink problem. 

The British Medical Associ¬ 
ation said that it would not 
oppose checks if they became 
part of doctors' contracts. The 
recommendation was made 
by Sheriff Principal Gordon 
Nicholson. QC. who conduct¬ 
ed a fetal accident inquiry into 
the deaths of two patients 
operated on by Gerald Davies, 
a consultant surgeon formerly 
of St John's Hospital, Living¬ 
ston, West Lothian. 

Dr Davies, 49, carried out 
emergency operations despite 
having an alcohol level twice 
the maximum permitted for 
driving. He told the inquiry 
that he drank half a bottle of 
whisky and a lager chaser 
every night Doctors speciali¬ 
sing in alcoholism told tiie 
inquiry that Dr Davies’s brain 
and liver damage suggested 
that he drank much more. 

Formal complaints were 
made to the managers of tiie 
NHS Trust where he worked 
by staff and GPs but were not 
acted on. Patients complained 
that Dr Davies attended clin¬ 
ics smelling of drink. 

In a report published yester¬ 
day. Sheriff Nicholson criti¬ 
cised the hospital procedures 
that allowed Dr Davies to 


keep practising. He said man¬ 
agers who received numerous 
complaints about Dr Davies’s 
drinking failed to act swiftly 
enough and junior doctors 
feared that their careers would 
be damaged if they spoke out 

Sheriff Nicholson recom¬ 
mended that NHS trusts 
should require staff suspected 
of an alcohol problem to 
undergo a medical examina¬ 
tion. Health authorities 
should consider “compulsory 
two-yearly medical examina¬ 
tions which would include, 
among other things, liver 
function tests." i 

Yesterday Arthur Morris, | 
chairman of the BMA*$ Scot- , 
tish Council, said: “I folly 
support Sheriff Nicholson's 
recommendations for improv¬ 
ing tiie monitoring of alcohol 
problems among health 
professionals." 

Sheriff Nicholson said that 
he found it “quite astonishing"' 
that serious concerns ex¬ 
pressed in 1994 by John 
Rainey, a consultant surgeon 
who had to correct an opera¬ 
tion performed by Dr Davies, 
did not provoke an urgent and 
immediate inquiry. “1 take a 
very serious view of this 
matter," his report says. 

The fatal accident inquiry 
was into the deaths of two of. 
Dr Davies's patients. Sheriff 
Nicholson concluded that 
they were seriousty ill by the 
time Dr Davies operated on 
them and he could not be held 
responsible for their deaths. 
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Italian cricketers stumped by language R?neum 


By Michael Horsnell 


ITALY'S less than celebrated cricketers 
could be stumped even before they take 
the field for Worid Cup qualification in 
Kuala Lumpur next week. Their coach. 
Doug Ferguson, does not speak the 
language, which does not help when ii 
comes to explaining tiie difference be¬ 
tween a leg break and a googly. 

Mr Ferguson, 67, from Newbottte, Co 
Durham, is hastily taking language 
lessons to make himself understood 
before his team puts willow to leather. 
But the best he has been able to manage 
so far is “Conduce con la testa e con la 
spalla davanri" which roughly trans¬ 
lates “lead with your head and front 


shoulder when you are playing forward." 
Mr Ferguson said: “I've been going over 
ro Italy for about 10 years to coach 
various sides so they asked me to take 
over the national team." 

He says his side will do well even 
though he has seen them for only four 
weeks since the summer. “The language 
is a bit of a problem. But 1 will get the 
message across somewhow — maybe 
with sign language. It's a very expensive 
business getting everyone together. Luck¬ 
ily we have a rich president" 

Italy are in die same group as 
Scotland, Hong Kong. Bermuda and 
Papua New Guinea in the 22-nation 
qualifying tournament. The Scots have 
been training in a heal chamber at 


Strathclyde University to prepare for tiie 
temperatures in Kuala Lumpur. 

But Mr Ferguson, who is a scout for 
Northamptonshire, warns; “Italy are 
improving all the time. Three iff tiie 
tournament teams will go through to the 
1999 Worid Cup proper in England. But 
Scotland are among the favourites. If we 
bat 50 overs against them well have done 
really welL" 

Meanwhile Scotland's coach. Jim 
Love, fancies his chances: “You have to 
remember how far down the pecking 
order Zimbabwe were 10 years ago, or tiie 
remoteness of tiie possibility that Sri 
Lanka would win the 1996 Worid Cup.” 
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Meat industiy report: damning story of abattoirs’ failings 

Poor hygiene led 
to contamination 
of animal carcasses 


By Polly Newton, political reporter 


THE unpublished report into 
Britain's meat industry, com¬ 
missioned by an agency of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fish¬ 
eries and Food and then 
suppressed, paints a damning 
picture. 

At almost every stage, from 
before slaughter to the dis¬ 
patch of meat and carcasses 
from processing plants, the 
inspectors appointed by the 
Meat Hygiene Service found 
evidence of routine unhygienic 
practices. 

Dirty knives were put into 
holders that were supposed to 
be sterile and dean knives into 
dirty holders. Workers failed 
to wash their hands frequently 
enough and often did not 
change their overalls during 
the day "despite grass 
contamination". 

In a number of plants, some 
of the carcasses awaiting dis¬ 
patch were contaminated with 
specified bovine offal, the 
parts that potentially harbour 
the BSE agent and are sup¬ 
posed to be removed before the 
carcass is sent out 

One common problem was 
the stringing up of carcasses 
on rails which moved along 
more quickly than workers 
could deal with them, leading 
to bunching. 

The report by Professor Bill 


Swann of the Hygiene Adv¬ 
isory Team says: “Blood, fae¬ 
ces and urine contaminate the 
fleece or hides of adjacent 
carcasses, making hygienic 
skinning more difficult When 
cattle forefeet are removed on 
the bleeding rail, the exposed 
joint surface is vulnerable to 
contamination from hides of 
adjacent carcasses." 

It says the process of cutting 
into legs presents particular 
problems. “Hide opening cuts 
were made from foot to hock, 
cutting inwards and transfer¬ 
ring dirt to the carcass. Dirty 
knives were used to flay hide 
and swapping of hands, from 
holding hide to touching ex¬ 
posed carcass, without a hand 
wash, were frequent observa¬ 
tions. Poor access to sinks and 
sterilisers was common." 

The report says that in 
chilling and freezing areas, 
contamination was evident on 
some carcasses in most abat¬ 
toirs. "Contamination with 
stomach or intestinal foments 
and faecal contamination 
from poor dressing practices, 
were observed. 

“Faecal pellets and rectal 
tissue in sheep, hair and 
singeing residue in pigs (from 
the process used to remove 
hair on pig carcasses) and bile 
staining were also noted."The 


auditors also inspected condi¬ 
tions in areas where meat and 
offal are packaged. They com¬ 
mented: "The hygiene han¬ 
dling of wrapping and 
packaging materials for offals 
was generally poor ... Hand 
washing practices were poor 
in this area." 

Meat due to be sent out from 
plants was often held in areas 
without temperature controls. 
"Loading bays were frequent¬ 
ly not refrigerated and meat 
was allowed to remain in these 
areas for long periods, with 
resulting elevation of carcass 
or offal temperature." 

Containers holding the 
meat were often of an inappro¬ 
priate size or shape and 
marked with bloody finger¬ 
prints. boot prints or ofl marks 
and blood leakages from rup¬ 
tured vacuum packages. 

In areas where carcasses 
were cut, the inspectors found 
mear contaminated with fae¬ 
ces, nail and hair debris, bone 
dust oil. grease and dust 

In smaller plants, it was not 
uncommon to find dogs and 
cats wandering around in 
ancillary areas, the report 
says. In some cases they were 
encouraged by food put down 
for them by abattoir workers. 
"This practice is not desir¬ 
able," it says. 



Professor Bill Swann, whose report was suppressed 
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Embryo watchdog says 
cloning of humans 
could benefit mankind 
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THE creation of human clones 
might bring benefits to man¬ 
kind and should not be out¬ 
lawed, the chairman of the 
authority set up to regulate 
embryo experiments said yes¬ 
terday. No blanket prohibition 
should be Imposed on human 
doning but the existing law 
may need “tweaking” to en¬ 
sure any future experiments 
are properly controlled. Ruth 
Deech, of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority, said. 

Although the prospect of 
producing fatherless identical 
human beings was repugnant 
to many people, the potential 
benefits should not be ignored 
and they would never be 
realised if a total ban on such 
research was imposed, she 
said. Giving evidence m the 
Commons Science and Tech¬ 
nology Committee, which is 
holding an inquiry into 
doning following the success¬ 
ful creation of the doned 
sheep, Dolly, at the Roslin 
Institute in Edinburgh. Mrs 
Deech ruled out the produc¬ 
tion of human beings as 
“banks" to provide organs or 
bone marrow for transplant, 
or as "consolation" for be- 


By Jeremy Laurance. health corres pondent 0 : • ^ 

an clones reaved parents who wished to “power plant 

reproduceabelovedchild. But which surround the nudafa-' 

. i__ t miH it was essential to cells which can cause hfiix^.'' 


reaved parents who wished to 
reproduce a beloved child. But 
she said it was essential to 
retain flexibility in the law to 
accommodate foture sdentific 
developments so that projects 
could be assessed on merit 
A possible application of 
human doning already being 
suggested, which might be 
acceptable, was in die treat¬ 
ment of sufferers from a rare 
inherited disorder of the mito¬ 
chondria — the so-called 



Ruth Deech: said law 
might need tweaking 


Common herd to 
follow Dolly 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 
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THE same methods used to 
done Dolly the sheep may 
soon produce cloned cows. 
Scientists in Denmark and 
Australia are using the tech¬ 
nique developed at the Roslin 
Institute in Edinbugh to pro¬ 
duce identical copies of cattle. 

The Danish srientists. from 
the National Institute of Ani¬ 
mal Sciences* laboratory at 
Vlboxg, are using cells from 
freshly slaughtered animals 
in the attempt to done cattle. 
New Scientist reports. 

They take immature eggs 
and remove the DNA from 
the nudeus of the cells. They 
also take adult cells from the 
cows’ ovaries, and use the 
DNA from these to replace 
that removed from the imma¬ 
ture eggs, fusing the two 
together by exposing them to 
an electrical current 

This means that all the 
genetic material in the egg 
results from a single cow celL 
and the resultant calf would 
be a clone of the donor cow. 
“Our donor cows had been 
dead around half an hour 
when we collected the cells" 
Dr Peter Holm of the Viborg 
laboratory says. “The culture 
system we use is more or less 
the same as Roslin’s." 

An Australian team led by 
Dr Alan Trounson at Monash 
University in Clayton, Vic- 


BT rivals 
charge 
20% less, 
says report 

By Tim Jones 

MOST domestic telephone us¬ 
ers would get a better deal by 
switching from BT to another 
supplier, according to a report 
issued today. 

Despite well-publicised dis¬ 
count schemes, the report 
daims BT is the most expen¬ 
sive option for most people. 
The Consumers’ Assodation 
says that most families could 
cut their bills by 20 per cent or 
more with another company. 
Only those whose cal l bills are 
less than £12.69 a quarter get a 
better deal with BT, under the 
light-user scheme, it says. 

When the companies were 
compared using a typical 
quarterly bill, which averages 
£53.43 induding rental costs 
and British calls, all or BHTs 
rivals were cheaper. 

The report says: “Our re¬ 
sults show that BTTs much 
trumpeted discount schemes, 
such as Friends & Family and 
Premier Line don't save much 
off most people's phone bills. 

"The discounts are only 
given on your call costs and 
make no difference to the line 
rental charge — which ac¬ 
counts for at least half the 
value of the bills for a large 
proportion of BT customers." 

Its report, published in 
Which?, says companies such 
as Bell Cablemedia. Cable 
London. ComCasL lonica and 
Nynex. offered a service which 
was consistently a quarter or 
more cheaper than BT. 

A BT spokesman said: "Cus¬ 
tomers should look carefully 
at their own calling patterns 
and bills and not assume that 
they will automatically make 
any worthwhile savings with 
another company." 


ioria. is using much the same 
method. They get their donor 
DNA from cells taken from 
foetuses or cells from the 
ovaries of live cows. Neither 
team has produced live off¬ 
spring, but Dr Trounson told 
New Scientist that he believed 
at least a dozen laboratories 
around the world were work¬ 
ing on the technique. 

Dr Ron James, managing 
director of PPL Therapeutics, 
the Edinburgh company re¬ 
sponsible for commercial dev¬ 
elopment of the Roslin work, 
says that there would be 
technical obstacles to doning 
the dead. “The DNA must be 
mtacL If an animal is dead, 
the DNA will rapidly decom¬ 
pose. You can't just put it in 
the fridge and done it later." 
□ A HYBRID bird that looks 
like a chicken but behaves like 
a quail has been hatched and 
raised by a Californian stien- 
tist whose work could eventu¬ 
ally help to treat human brain 
damage. The “chair, or 
“quacken” was bred under a 
microscope at the Neurosri- 
ences Institute in San Diego 
using a brain cell transplant 
technique pioneered in 
France. From studying the 
brains of the birds scientists 
hope to find ways of restoring 
ing certain functions to the 
human brain. 


ness and epilepsy. Byriafafa. 
ing the nudeus — minus tbe 
detective mitochondraK- 
from an embryo created Sgi'jS 
vitro fertilisation in the fa#, 
mal way and placing iHn/a 
donated egg stripped of: iis 
own nucleus, a doned baby 
could be created that would be 
the genetic offspring of-its 
parents without the inherited 
disorder. Other potential ap¬ 
plications were likely to : be- 
come evident in the next.five 
years. 

Mrs Deech. who has been 
chairman of the authority -for 
two years, said that public 
alarm about the Roslin expert 
ment, although understand-: 
able, had beat “extreme” and 
it was now time to stepback 
and consider the passible 
benefits and dangers. There 
was no cause for panic as 
human experiments were not 
imminent, she said. - 

She said the authority saw 
itself as the “thin blue line 
standing between public con¬ 
cerns and scientific advance”. 
"We are concerned, as I-dunk 
most members of the public 
are, about the possibility, of 
ignoring the individualhy and 
value of each human being as 
an entity in himself or herself. 

I think we ail feel that the 
manufacture of human beings 
to serve other people’s ends 
must be a bad thing." . 

“We take our responsttalr 
ities to die public very serious¬ 
ly. We would never want tb. 
licence any Treatment that 
would be risky." 

She said the legal frame¬ 
work laid down by the Hu¬ 
man Fertilisation and Emb¬ 
ryology Act of 1990 provided 
adequate safeguards but there 
was a question whether the 
definitions of “embryo” and 
“fertilisation” were brood 
enough to over doning. The 
best way forward would be to 
broaden the definition, if 
neccesary, and retain the “sub¬ 
tlety" of the Act Under the Act, 
the doning of human embryos 
is banned and any work on an 
embryo outside the womb 
requires a licence from the 
authority set up to oversee the 
act. However, the research at 
the Roslin Institute involved 
the doning of an adult cell 
taken from one sheep, the 
nudeus of which was fused 
with an egg taken from a 
second sheep. 

It was not dear whether this 
created an embryo, within the 
meaning of the Act A barris¬ 
ter's opinion was being sought 
and would be available “with¬ 
in weeks." Mrs Deech said. 

Regulations governing em¬ 
bryo research differed across 
Europe and there was a possi¬ 
bility. as in the Diane Blood 
case, that patients could cir¬ 
cumvent British laws by trav¬ 
elling abroad for treatment. 
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"Boat finally comes in for 
Hong Kong civil servants 


HOME NEWS 5 


ONE of the last groups of 
expatriate civil servants in 
Hong Kong will invoke a final 
privilege from the dying days 
of empire when they set sail 
for home from the colony 
today. 

Fifty-three officers and their 
families, among them the 
'former directors of the colo¬ 
ny’s Treasury and Social Wel¬ 
fare departments, will leave 
for Southampton at sunset 
tonight aboard the luxury 
Oriana cruise ship at the 
Hong Kong taxpayers* ex¬ 
pense. On Saturday the QE2 
will pull away from her Hong 
Kong berth with a second 
group of more than 100 retir¬ 
ing civil servants. 

They are benefiting from an 
old perk of the colonial era 
which entities them to travel 
home by sea rather than air 
when their assignment ends. 
One reportedly flew back from 
his retirement home in North¬ 
ern Ireland to board a luxury 
cruise. 

The cheapest accommoda¬ 
tion for the 34-night journey 
aboard the Oriana — a four- 
berth cabin with shower — 
^fcosts £3*300 per person. The 

Council 
refuses to 
house sex 


BvCaihemns Field in hong kong and Mark Henderson 

exclusive and compensation of about i 
^Pensive cabins, the Premier £100.000 whether they serve > 
! more than £12,000 on after 1997 or not 

per person for a double room The retiring members of ’ 
TrfJS °? an ^ balcony. Her Majesty’s Overseas Civil i 

unriTo-J ^ c !. afiS ^ ™ Service will enjoy more than i 

win British Airways from four weeks of cosseted life in i 

rang Kong to Heathrow costs the Oriana's luxury cabins, as j 

t/ rv~“ „ they cruise the seaboards erf 

Hong Kong taxpayers are the Indian and Atlantic ■ 

paying almost £1 million this Oceans. The ship will call at j 

f y ear on travel costs Kota Kinabalu in Malay sia, < 

for tOTTrver civil servants, on Singapore and Mauritius, be- < 

S°i^ £ ? )n ? ion . alread y fore continuing to Durban i 
earmarked for the retirement and Cape Town, Walvts Bay I 

compensation package for in Namibia, the Cape Verde : 

Bnhsh avti servants leaving Islands and Tenerife. The < 

tne territory. Officials receive QE2 passengers will cruise 1 
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the Gulf of Thailand before 
visiting Bangkok. Bombay, 
Dubai, Muscat and Aqaba. 
The QE2 then sails through 
the Suez canal and on to 
Haifa, Athens. Naples, Cadiz 
and Lisbon en route to 
Southampton. 

Between ports, Oriana pas- 
sengers can amuse themselves 
at West End shows, films and 
concerts, sun themselves be¬ 
side the ship's three swim¬ 
ming pools or choose between 
three restaurants, nine bars 
and four dancing areas. 
Cabin stewards will serve 
breakfast in bed, shine shoes 
and dim the bedroom lights 
when guests turn in. 

QE2 passengers must con¬ 
tent themselves with six bars 
and have no theatre to attend, 
although they have seven res¬ 
taurants. Many civil servants 
preferred the Oriana to the 
QE2, saying she has better 
facilities and dassier service, 
although the QE2 gets 
through 73,000 bottles of 
champagne. 12500 boxes of 
cigars and 25001b of caviare 
every year. 

Oriana carries 1J800 pas¬ 
sengers and 760 crew, and 
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The cruise ship Oriana in Hong Kong. Fifty-three civil servants and their families will return home on her 


officials from P&O, who oper¬ 
ate the ship, said last night 
that the vessel is full for the 
journey. “This is a beautiful, 
luxurious ship. 1 think these 
people will have a lovely 
cruiser said Thomas Rang of 
P&O. 

The travel perk was 
scrapped for dvil servants 


joining after 1984. although an 
exception was made for the 
Governor, Chris Patten, who 
will leave aboard the Royal 
Yacht Britannia bn the stroke 
of midnight on June 30 when 
the colony is handed over to 
China. 

The departure of dvil ser¬ 
vants before the handover 


reflects deep pessimism 
among officials about work 
prospects under Chinese rule. 
Hong Kong's efficient and 
meritocratic civil service has 
been an exception among 
Asian bureaucracies noted for 
red tape and rampant 
corruption. 

□ Hong Kong: Britain and 


China have agreed that inter¬ 
national journalists can cover 
the transfer of sovereignty on 
June 30 without having to 
submit to political scrutiny 
(Jonathan Musky writes). 
Hugh Davies, the Ambassa¬ 
dor, said journalists will only 
have to go through normal 
accreditation procedures. 


Council TV industry 
refuses to establishes 
house sex study group 
offenders on violence 


By Stewart Tendler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

CONVICTED paedophiles, 
.sex offenders and drug dealers 
{Cbould be denied council hous¬ 
ing by a local authority. 

Rhondda Cynon Taff coun- 
dl in South Wales is the first 
to demand that prospective 
tenants declare criminal 
records, especially those in¬ 
volving sex, children and 
drugs. If they do not. and a 
criminal record is discovered, 
the tenants could lose their 
homes. There will be a right of 
appeal. 

The council's housing com¬ 
mittee acted after residents in 
the village of Hawthorn 
successfully fought to prevent 
David Simms, a convicted 
paedophile, being housed by 
gthe council, when he left.pris- 
- on. Council officials visited 
Simms in jail and got him to 
agree not to live in file area. 

If an existing tenant is 
convicted of a crime involving 
paedophilia, sex offences or 
drug dealing, they could also 
be evicted under legislation 
allowing the council to pre¬ 
vent anti-social behaviour. 

Councillor Judith Burford, 
chairman of the housing com¬ 
mittee, said: “Our unanimous 
decision was taken to stop 
paedophiles from living dose 
00 children." ... . 


By Alexandra Frean 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

TELEVISION watchdogs 
agreed yesterday to set up a 
working party on screen vio¬ 
lence, in response to pressure 
from the Conservatives and 
Labour. 

The BBC the Independent 
Television Commission and 
the Broadcasting Standards 
Council said mat the new 
body would work on estab¬ 
lishing common criteria for 
assessing the amount and 
degree of television violence. 
It is to be chaired by someone 
from outside the industry. 

Tire agreement Was readied 
at a seminar in London on 
screen violence, organised by j 
the three organisations and 
attended by Virgniia Bottom- 
ley, Ass Hmtase Secretary. 1 
her Labour shadow. Jack , 
Cunningham, and broadcast- ' 
ers and programme-makers. 
Issues diseased included in¬ 
troducing cinema-style rat¬ 
ings for television 
programmes. 

Mrs Bottomky said that 
television companies needed 
to msure that violence was 
not shown when children 
might be watching. Dr Cun¬ 
ningham said that a Labour 
government would impose 
tough standards to protect 
them. 
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Find promises better therapy 


Scientists discover 


TlMCyEE 


how enzyme makes 
cancer cells grow 


By Nigel Hawke s , science editor 


SCIENTISTS in Scotland 
have discovered why the cells 
in tumours go on multiplying 
out of control. 

The research may lead to 
new screening tests for cancer, 
and new ways of treating it. 
according to the team from the 
Cancer Research Campaign’s 
laboratories in Glasgow, led 
by Dr Nicol Keith. 

They have found why an 
enzyme called telomerase, 
which is active in unborn 
babies, is also activated in 
many cancers. Babies need to 
grow very quickly, and the 
enzyme makes that possible 
by suppressing the controls 
which tell cells to stop dividing 
after a certain rime. 

In adults the suppression of 
such controls is harmful, lead¬ 
ing fo cancers which grow 
uncontrollably. The Glasgow 
team has studied the gene 
responsible for making part of 
the enzyme, and found that it 
is located in a section of 
chromosome three which is 
often observed ro be abnormal 
in human cancers. 

This indicates that genetic 
damage involving the telo¬ 
merase gene may underlie 
cancer. In 97 per cent of 
samples from cervical cancers, 
the ream reports in the journal 
Oncogene, there was evidence 


that the gene was present in 
multiple copies, which would 
lead to greater production of 
the enzyme. 

"This discovery is exciting 
because it could have implica¬ 
tions for new therapies and 
diagnosis,’' Dr Keith says. 
“We are also delighted to be 
the first to publish this find¬ 
ing, despite a lor of interna¬ 
tional com petition." 

Professor Gordon McVie, 
Director-General of the Can¬ 
cer Research Campaign, said: 
“This is the first report of a 
generic alteration involving 



Keith: discovery widens 
understanding of cancer 


telomerase in human cancer. 
To scientists across the world, 
this discovery fits like a jigsaw 
with what we already under¬ 
stand about cancer devel¬ 
opment It undoubtedly offers 
hope for cancer patients 
because over the next few 
years we could develop a 
cancer diagnostic test and may 
even be able to develop new 
anti-cancer drugs." 

So far the team has studied 
only one of three genes in¬ 
volved in making telomerase. 
They now plan to search for 
the other two and trace wheth¬ 
er genetic damage to them 
may also be implicated in 
cancer. 

The discovery unpeels 
another layer in scientific un¬ 
derstanding of how cancer 
starts, “ft explains a lot of 
what we observed in cancer 
but didn't understand ” Dr 
Keith says. 

It also provides a new target 
for cancer therapy. Since the 
enzyme telomerase is func¬ 
tioning in the cancer cells but 
nor in the healthy cells, a 
therapy that would prevent it 
operating should stop the can¬ 
cer in its tracks. This has 
already been proved in tissue 
culture. Dr Keith says, and 
could provide a new approach 
to cancer treatment. 



The former picture restorer David Webster with the chip that he plans to have inserted into works of art 

Chip developed to identify stolen art 


By Dalya Albekge 

ARTS CORRESPONDENT 


A COMPUTER chip devel¬ 
oped for identification of the 
casualties of war has been 
adapted for investigation into 
stolen works of art. 

A former picture restorer 
and dealer has had the tech¬ 
nology developed so that a 
similar chip can carry details 
of a painting, sculpture or 
piece of furniture into which it 
has been inserted. The hist¬ 
ory. description and prove¬ 
nance of any work of art can 
be read with a scanner. 
Officers from Scotland Yard 


and representatives of the 
National Gallery and the Tate 
are believed to be among 
those who will attend a dem¬ 
onstration tomorrow. 

The chip, no larger than a 
grain of rice, is completely 
camouflaged once inserted 
and impossible to locate, said 
David Webster, managing di¬ 
rector of Eidetic Internation¬ 
al. based in Somerset 

He said that ESQO million 
worth of insured art was 
stolen in Britain each year. 
“The police find criminals but 
can't prove the items they've 
found belonged to the person 
they were stolen from." The 


latest technology — a‘sort of 
invisible electronic finger- 
prim — could identify the 
objects and link them directly 
with their owners. Almost any 
material other than sliver can 
take the chip. 

The idea came to Mr Web¬ 
ster while he was watching 
the BBC's Antiques Road¬ 
show. As he researched the 
subject, he stumbled upon 
technology developed by an 
American company, Destron 
Fearing, in the late 1960s for 
fighter pilots in the Vietnam 
War. to replace the ID tag 
the} 1 wore around their necks. 
It has been used since then for 
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Microdot will put 
burglars on spot 


By Paul Wilkinson 
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THE microdot, that favoured 
tool of the Cold War spy. has 
won a new- role in the battle 
against burglary. 

The dots that once held 
secret messages and were 
disguised as full stops in 
letters now contain a house¬ 
holder's postcode. They are 
being used ro mark items that 
are likely ro attract thieves. 

With the dots attached by 
glue, their makers claim they 
are the ultimate deterrent to 
theft “They are virtually ire 
visible to the naked eye. about 
the size of a foil stop.” said 
David Northey, whose Luton- 
based company Alpha Scien¬ 
tific invested £2 million in 
developing the idea. 

“A thief has no idea of how 
many, or where, the dots are,” 
he said. “Even if he knows the 
piece has been treated and 
tries to remove them, he can 
never be sure if he has got 
them all. “ 

The dots come suspended in 
a heavy-duty adhesive in a 


bottle with a brush, similar to 
a pot of nail varnish. Each 
contains up to 1,000 microdots 
and die buyer can delicately 
blob or coat his item as he 
wishes. Each dot can include a 
postcode 60 or 70 times. There 
is an eye-catching label to be 
displayed in a prominent pos¬ 
ition for potential burglars to 
read. 

The system was found to cut 
theft dramatically when 
Cleveland police offered it to 
people and organisations with 
vulnerable equipment in 
Stockton-on-Tees. Dots are 
also being offered on Jaguars, 
scattered throughout the cars. 

Yesterday West Yorkshire 
Police began offering pots of 
dots to the public at a £7 
discount on the usual price of 
£25 a bottle. Qthe forces will 
follow. West Yorkshire patrol 
cars are being issued with a 
combined magnifier and 
torch. It enlarges the dot more 
than 60 times to enable the 
information to be read. 
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A RECORD 26 million over¬ 
seas visitors came to Britain 
last year, while a record 43 
million Britons went abroad. 

According to provisional fig¬ 
ures from the Office of Nat¬ 
ional Statistics, the rise in rhe 
number of visitors was due to 
a 12 per cent increase in 
tourists from western Europe, 
up from 15.3 million to 17.1 
million. 

The rise in visitors was an 8 
per cent increase over the 
previous record year of 1995. 
and the amount they spent 
rose 5 per cent to a new high of 
£1267 billion, ft was the fifth 
successive year both visitor 
numbers and spending had 
risen, the report said. 

The number of visitors from 
North America rose slightly, 
from 3.SS3 million to 3.896 
million, and from the rest of 
the world from 4.799 million 
to 4.9SI million. 

The most popular destina¬ 
tion for British tourists was 
western Europe, which saw 
34.5 million visitors, up from 
34.1 million in 1995. Almost 35 
million Britons went to Norrh 
America, up from 3J million 
the year before, and 5.1 million 
went to other areas of the 
world, up from 4.5 million in 
1995. 
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Dunblane 
parents 
launch book 


Parents of some of the 16 
Dunblane children shot dead 
with their teacher by Thomas 
Hamilton published a book 
yesterday to mark the massa¬ 
cre’s first anniversary on 
March 13. Dr Michael North, 
whose daughter Sophie, 5, 
died, said the book confirmed 
how well human nature could 
cope with adversity. 

□ Dunblane Our Year of 
Tears by Peter Samson and 
Alan Crow (Mainstream, 
£12991. All profits to Save Hm 
C hildren 


Train stab case 


A I7-yearoId youth was 
charged with the attempted 
murder of Alison Kennedy; 
who was stabbed with a 
commando knife on a train. 
Magistrates in Guildford, 
Surrey, remanded him In 
custody until March 13. 


Drug withdrawn 


medical records and to protect 
endangered species. Mr Web¬ 
ster said that Destron Fearing 
had given him exclusive 
rights to develop the technol¬ 
ogy for art in Europe and 
claims that the technology 
goes far beyond existing 
marking systems. 

He will display the device at 
the Museums and Galleries 
Commission, showing how 
his “readers" costing a few 
hundred pounds can call up 
the data with a scanner. Ins¬ 
talling the chip costs about 
£40 an object, but museums 
committing themselves to 
1,000 items would pay £12 


An anti-flea treatment which 
is claimed to have lolled 
nearly 100 pel cats and dogs 
was withdrawn from sale in 
Britain. Virbac, the manufac¬ 
turer of Droplix, said it was 
temporartily suspending sales 
of the product ’ 


La Plante libel 


The writer Lynda La Plante 
accepted undisclosed libel 
damages in the . High Court 
from die Daily Express over a 
claim that she had breached a 
contract with two ex-prisoners 
whose story she used in the 
TV series The Governor. 


Cadets spared 


A York judge granted two 
men conditional discharges 
because they would lose 
places at the Royal Military 
Academy. Sandhurst if jafled ( - 
or put on probation. They ad-'-’? 
miffed causing an affray and 
damage in a pub car park. 


Portrait stolen 


A portrait of the Rev William 
Buck!and. founding father of 
geology, has been cut from its 
frame at Oxford University. It 
was stolen from the library at 
die Department of Earth Sci¬ 
ences, to which only univer¬ 
sity members have access. 


Window on past 


The Department of National 
Heritage has issued an emer¬ 
gency “spot listing” on. 
Pontin’s 1937 Riviera Hotel itt'-; 
Weymouth, Dorset, prompted 
by the district council's con¬ 
cern that original panoramic 
windows might be removed. 


Rare animals die 


Twenty-five animals includ¬ 
ing lizards, fruit bats and 
prairie dogs were suffocated 
by smoke in a fire at the 
Desert World section of rhe 
Island Amazon Adventure 
centre for endangered species 
al Newdburch. Isle of Wight 
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Princess reaches 
secret cash deal 
with sacked maid 


CHflfSHAWas 




j housemaid who 

damned that she had been 
Juairly sacked by Diana 

^icess of Wales, acoepteda’ 
compensaoon deal yesterday 
Which she described a«r£ta 
than winning the lottery" 
Sylvia McDermott, 44. who 
spent nine years cleaning the 
™yal apartments at Kenling- 

ton Palace, came to an amica- 

bfe agreement with lawyers 
a £EfuL/ or Princess min¬ 
utes before an industrial tribu¬ 
nal case for unfair dismissal 
was about to start 
"Miss McDermott, who had 

m offe r of 
E5J00 declared that she was 

-veiy happy" with the settle¬ 
ment, reached in a consult¬ 
ation room at Croydon 
Industrial Tribunal. ‘ The 
amount has not been dis¬ 
closed. Smiling broadly she 
said: “It* been a horrible six 
months but it’s all over and 
hn really pleased with the 
fputcome. If you believe in 
something, fight for h because 
everyone deserves justice." 
Asked if it was like winning 
the National Lottery, she rt£ 

P^tv : *^ ts . *b an that". 

The Princess was equally 
daiming victory. A statement 
issued by her office said that i 
Miss McDermott accepted i 

that she had been made re- i 

dun dan t rather than unfairly 1 


By Carol Midc t£Y 

dismissed and had dropped 
aSf?rt5! d |! 0 reinsfate d- It 

SSLl!? hCT 

^tJemenr vras “considerably 
*5 the maximum of 

IS a tnhunal ran 

“Diana. Princess of Wales is 

a has 

been reached which vindicates 

the position she has adopted 
all along", the statement said. 
“The apphrant was dismissed 
on September 20. 19% and 
was informed that this was for 
reasons of redundancy 
.*25? applicant has now 
agreed that she was dismissed 
by reason of redundancy, she 
has abandoned her claim for 

reinstatement and she has 
acce P ,e d a sum by way of 
I?n P ? 1 ? ation very substan¬ 
tially below what she had been 
demanding." 

Miss McDermott, from Co 
Lhirnam. earned £ 9.000 a 
year with the Royal House¬ 
hold and was given a grace- 
and-favour flat for her duties, 
which often included rravel- 
“"8 ^ broad - After the Prince 
and Princess of Wales separat- 

"I 9 * 2 - she Chained with 
the Princess. She was expected 
to tell the tribunal that she had 
had two meetings with her 
employer, who had com- : 
plained about the standard of j 
her work, and was told she t 


1 was being made redundant, 
t She was to have claimed that 
• another maid was immediate- 
' ly appointed to fill her post. 

At lOJOam yesterday the 
parties entered the tribunal 
room and David Pan nick. QC, 
for the Princess, told the 
chairman, Jane Mason, that a 
“fall and final" settlement had 
been reached which was to 
remain confidential. The hear¬ 
ing lasted four minutes and no 
witnesses were called nor evi¬ 
dence given. The Princess’s 
valet, Raul Burrell, who was 
believed to have been a pos- 
sfole witness, appeared but 
left without commenting. 

Miss McDermott, who has 
moved in with her partner 
since losing her home, left the 
building arm in arm with her 
rarrister, Anu Kapoor. She 
thanked her lawyers, friends 
and family but declined to 
reveal her career plans. “f 
want to go on with the future 
now," she said. 

She is the latest member of 
staff who have left the 
Princesses employ. Last year 
her chauffeur, Steve Davies, 
resigned, as did her personal 
assistant. Nicky Cockell, and 
her public relations adviser 
Jane Atkinson. In January this 
year the Princess parted com¬ 
pany with Victoria Mendham. 
one of her closest aides. 
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Theatre is lr^====ni 


We’re all looking for 
t a yellow submarine 


Sylvia McDermott yesterday: the payment “was better than winning the lottery" 


tom by 
‘Stitch and 
Bitch’ row 

By Glen Owen 

TWO female costume makers 
took the management of the 
National Theatre to an indus- 
mai tribunal yesterday, claim¬ 
ing thqr had allowed “a 
culture of sexism" to flourish 
t during last year’s production 
of Alary Stuart. 

Joan Coleman and Nicky 
James claimed that their man¬ 
ager referred to them as 
“Stitch" and “Bitch". They told j 
me hearing at Croydon, south 
London, that they were sexual¬ 
ly discriminated against bv 
Kate Morrow Smith after she 
brought disciplinary proceed¬ 
ings against them in March 
19%. Ms Morrow Smith said 
they had failed to supply a 
dress on time for Isabelle 
Huppert, lead in Marv Stuart. 

The women also claim that 
despite being aware of “sexist 
and derogatory references" 
the theatre’s management 
took no action and allowed a 
disciplinary process without 
foundation to continue. 

Mrs Coleman denied that 
she had been abusive to the 
wardrobe supervisor who had 
arrived to collect the dress 
She claimed thar she had 
politely refused to supply the 
dress because it still had pins 
in il 

The women claim that they 
are now unable to work nor¬ 
mally at the theatre. Mrs 
Coleman said she was being 
ignored by colleagues and ■ 
kept out of plans for future 
shows. The hearing continues. L 
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BOUNTY hunters were 
scouring the beaches of Nor- 
row yesterday for a yellow 
submarine missing in the 
North Sea. A £20,000 reward 
been offered for finding 
the 9ft4ong vessel, which was 
surveying the seabed. 

.The remotely controlled 
£200.000 mini-sub slipped the 
“umbilical cord" connecting it 
to its mother ship and was lost 
two miles off Barton. Super 
Scorpio (SS Explorer) is 
likely to be washed up within 


the next few days after boats 
and helicopters hired by Sub¬ 
mersible Television Systems 
railed to find it 
The submarine, one of eight 
owned by the Aberdeen-based 
company and the first it has 
lost, is likely to surface be¬ 
tween Great Yarmouth and , 
Cromer, a distance of about 25 
miles. The top of the 5ft-high 
sub features a bright yellow 
buoyancy aid and the base is 
an aluminium frame fitted 
with cameras. 
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8 PENSIONS 


Major says reforms offer 
new security in old age 


TJiOnz ro SUPPORT 


T HE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 61997 ^ / J 

Providers’ Schemes 
role will will be j Jjft 

be vastly vetted v 

expanded and listed JO 


By Jill Sherman 

CHIEF POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT 


THE Government’s pension 
plans are the “most funda¬ 
mental enhancement” of the 
state scheme since it was 
introduced, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter said yesterday. 

Under the plans, people in 
their early twenties and below 
will be given rebates from 
their national insurance con¬ 
tributions of £9 a week to put 
into personalised pension 
funds as soon as they start 
their first job. 

The state earnings related 
pension scheme would also 
disappear although the Gov¬ 
ernment would top up each 
person's pension fund with 5 
per cent of their earnings 
every year. Individuals would 
be able 10 add their own 
contributions to the funds. 

The Government hopes that 
the sum accrued would be 
more than the current state 
pension entitlement of £61.15 a 
week, but Mr Major insisted 
that if necessary the State 
would be prepared to step into 
top up the income. 

The “Basic Pension Plus" 
scheme will nor cake effect 
until the end of the next 
Parliament at the earliest if 
the Tories win the general 
election. The changes will be 
phased in over a generation 
and will not affect those in 
work who are already in their 
twenties or older or existing 
pensioners. 

Mr Major said the package 
was about increasing security 
in retirement, not threatening 
it. “The proposals we are 
announcing today will do that 


by enabling every young per¬ 
son to accumulate an invest¬ 
ment fund that could yield 
considerably more than 
their basic state pension 
entitlement” 

He insisted that the State 
would continue to guarantee 
that everyone would receive at 
least their basic stare pension, 
uprated ar minimum for 
inflation. Peter LlUey, Social 
Security Secretary, said that a 
person on average earnings 
could expect to build up a fund 
worth £150,000, which would 
provide a pension of £175 a 
week. This is based on some¬ 
one earning £350 a week and 
the assumption that the funds 
will earn a 425 per cent 
annual rate of return. 

Mr Lilley said that if the 
economy and investments did 
well the returns could be even 
better. "If returns are 1 per 
cent higher than assumed, 
they will get a pension nearly 
30 per cent above the basic 


pension. If the yield is 2 per 
cent higher, the pension could 
be over 70 per cent higher.” 

But Labour sources insisted 
it was highly unlikely that the 
funds would achieve more 
than die basic state pension. 

The aim of the scheme will 
be to switch the financing of 
state pensions to savings and 
investments funded from re¬ 
ductions in national insurance 
contributions rather than 
through taxes and charges. 

Mr Lilley said that in the 
longer term the Government 
could save £40 billion a year. 
But there mil be considerable 
medium-term costs for which¬ 
ever party is in government. 
Mr Major said that the 
scheme would not be fully 
implemented till 2040. 

The Government would be 
faced with a bill of £160 
million a year, from the time 
the plans became law, which 
would build up exponentially 
to a peak of £7 billion a year in 


Idea’s time had come 


THE Tories’ biggest manifes¬ 
to idea so far took shape as 
Peter lallgy relaxed at his 
French holiday home last 
year (Philip Webster writes). 
He had heralded plans for 
overall pension reform in his 
Mais lecture of 1993, but with 
his long-time special adviser 
Peter Barnes felt that other 
aspects must come first 
Back from France, Mr 
lilley, influenced by his study 
of die Chilean system, 
bounced his ideas off David 


Willetts and Danny Fink d- 
stein, both former heads of 
think tanks that had exam¬ 
ined pensions. 

Around the turn of the year 
Mr U1 ley took his proposals 
to the Prime Minister. Secre¬ 
cy was paramount — there 
was a history of leaks on 
social security matters. A 
handful of ministers were 
told hot not until Tuesday 
was the reform discussed by 
the Cabinet’s home affairs 
committee. 


2040. Tory party sources point 
out that £13 billion has already 
been saved by equalising the 
state pension age at 65 and 
gradually phasing out Serps. 

They denied that tax rises 
would be needed in the next 
Parliament to pay for the 
costs, but did not rule out tax 
rises in future. They also 
admitted that income tax cuts 
would be much harder to 
achieve once the high costs of 
the changes started biting. 

Social security sources said 
that no one would lose out 
under the plans. The unem¬ 
ployed would get credits to¬ 
wards a guaranteed basic 
pension, as would the sick and 
the disabled. However, the 
credits would not be invested 
in the fund, so those people 
would not get the chance to 
boost their pensions through 
investment while they were 
out of work. 

Non-working housewives, 
will as now be entitled to half 
the basic state pension, irre¬ 
spective of whether they have 
ever worked. Those in employ¬ 
ment will also have the right to 
a separate pension fund. 

Mr lilley also announced 
tax relief changes. Payments 
to pension funds will no 
longer be tax deductible bur 
no tax will be levied on 
the pension once it has built 
up. 

Mr Major said the reforms 
were a fine example of Conser¬ 
vative thinking. “It is a reform 
that reflects the best traditions 
of this Government’s philoso¬ 
phy. It is dealing with the 
long-term issues, in a far¬ 
sighted way.” 



By Sara McComveu. 


By Sara McConnell 
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THE fortunes of Britain's 20 
million personal pension 
holders lie in the hands of life 
companies, banks and build¬ 
ing societies. Between them, 
they manage contributions 
worth an estimated £6 billion. 

The Government’s propos¬ 
als mean a hugely expanded 
role for such private sector 
companies. For the first time, 
they wjfl be responsible for 
investing basic state pensions 
on behalf of ail eligible people 
as well as earnings-related 
and top-up' contributions. 

But the industry has come 
under fierce attack from con¬ 
sumer groups and others for 
sell in g expensive and com¬ 
plex pension plans that per¬ 
form poorly add provide an 
inadequate fond at the end. 
The Consumers’ Association 
recently described most per¬ 
sonal pension policies as a 
rip-off and said people should 
put their money into other 
investments. According to re¬ 
search by Bacon & Woodrow, 
the independent actuary, the 
difference between the best 
performing personal pension 
and the worst last year was 
more than 13 per cent a year. 

The industry’s reputation 
has been severely damaged 
by the continuing scandal of 
mis-sefling of personal pen¬ 
sions. An estimated 558,000 
people were encouraged to 
leave company schemes m 
favour of less advantageous 
personal pensions. 


CITY regulators are to have 
an expanded role in keepngja" 

Iist of approved pension 
schemes deemed fit to accept , 
money from the public.’".-.'. . 

The main responsibility will 
rest with the Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority, which ’.regu¬ 
lates most life .companies, . 
banks, building societies' and 
financial advisers selling pen- r 
sions. But regulators have a 
patchy record of protecting the 
public. They have been ac¬ 
cused of leniency with the 
companies they are supposed, 
to be monitoring and slowness 
to react when scandals surface. 

The Securities and Invest¬ 
ments Board and the PtA, ns 
junior partner, are stfll Trying 
to contain the fallout from.the 
pension mis-selling scandal in 
which more than 500,000 peo¬ 
ple were wrongly advised to" 
withdraw from their employ¬ 
er's scheme and take, our per¬ 
sonal pensions. It took regul¬ 
ators nearly four years to ban’".. 
such transfers. It took nearly ^ / 
another year before SIB dead- ™ 
ed the structure of an industry¬ 
wide review of cases of possi¬ 
ble mis-selling. Very few peo¬ 
ple have been compensated, 
and victims are bypassing the 
review and going to court 

SIB has decided not to in: 
vest!gale claims that marry 
people on low incomes were 
advised to opt out of Serps into 
personal pensions. Many 
would have been better off 
with the state scheme.'. . 


Labour’s reaction is depressing kneejerk politics at its worst 




J ohn Major yesterday pro¬ 
duced the first Big Idea of the 
1997 campaign, and an origi¬ 
nal and farsighted one it is too. Of 
course, there are many questions 
and loose ends. Bur the boldness of 
the Basic Pension Plus plan — 
devised by Peter Lilley, like many of 
the Government’s most radical 
proposals — contrasts with 
Labour's caution on policy. 

The initiative offers an interest¬ 
ing and attractive long-term sol¬ 
ution to the steadily rising cost of 
providing pensions for an ageing 
population. It involves extending 
the principle that, while the State 
should remain responsible for 


guaranteeing that everyone has a 
minimum income on retirement, 
there is no reason why a pension 
cannot be provided by the private 
sector. This already happens with 
second pensions for those opting 
out of Serps. The Government will, 
however, have to offer more reas¬ 
surance about the management of 
such private funds after me contro¬ 
versy over mis-selling of personal 
pension schemes and worries over 
high administrative costs. 

Moreover, a funded scheme of¬ 
fers the probability of a higher 
pension than merely inflation¬ 
proofing a fixed cash sum. This 
should ensure that pensioners are 



better off unless you take an 
extraordinarily pessimistic view 
about longterm investment re¬ 
turns. In that case, public sector 
finances would probably be so bad 
than any pension guarantee would 
have to be broken. 

Shifting from a pay-as-you-go to 
a funded basis inevitably involves 
transitional costs as some younger 
taxpayers both pay for existing 
pensions and their own provision. 
The very long phasing-in period 
and the end of tax relief for pension 


contributions reduces the addition¬ 
al cost The total net cost will rise to 
nearly £7 billion a year by 2040. 
This is smaller than the current 
Serps rebates and the costs over 40 
years are a fraction of the rise in tax 
revenues that occurs as a result of a 
growing economy. 

Gordon Brown sounded affront¬ 
ed yesterday at the very suggestion 
of a proposal that might cost 
money, even over 40 years. He is 
perhaps entitled to a few moments 
of outrage given the extravagant 
and exaggerated Tory charges he 
has had to face in recent months 
about alleged Labour spending 
commitments. But his talk of the 


“huge” implications for spending 
and tax rises is wildly aver the top. 
Moreover, he knows that any long¬ 
term solution involves additional 
spending for a time. 

Labour's reaction was a depress¬ 
ing example of kneejerk opposition 
politics at its worst Several of its 
claims were either wrong or alarm¬ 
ist Harriet Harman's comment 
about die abolition of the basic state 
pension is misleading since after 
2040 die state will soil guarantee 
an inflation-proofed pension. Refer¬ 
ences to denial of security and 
choice are grossly misleading, 
while saying people will be forced 
into private provision and pejora¬ 


tive references to “privatisation" 
are hardly “new” Labour. The 
party’s strategists have decided to 
play short-term electoral politics, 
ignoring the fact that if Labour 
wins the election it will face exactly 
the same dilemmas and will have 
to shift provision more to the 
private sector. 

Of course, die Tories are also 
playing an electoral game. As 
Labour complained, announcing 
the proposals in the pre-election 
period is hard(y the best way to 
secure a cross-party consensus. But 
the plan is a rare example of a 
government being veiling to think 
long-term, even though there are 


no obvious short-term financial or 
political benefits. The likely gainers 
will not even start to retire for at 
least 40 to 45 years. The Tories 
intend to pitch their appeal to 
parents — “we are going to look 
after your children and their pen¬ 
sions". Labour’s scare campaign — 
“you cannot trust the Tories with 
your pension” — may, however, be 
more effective. But it is paradoxical 
that the most adventurous policy 
ideas are coming from a party 
which has been in government far 
18 years, while the Opposition 
prefers a safety-first approach. 
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PENSIONS 9 


Tories inspired by 
dictatorship close 
to economic ruin 


By Arthur Leathx^y, Anne Ashworth and Gabriella Gamjni 

n _- 




A private pension scheme 
introduced under a Larin 
Amen can dictator as his coun¬ 
try faced economic ruin is the 
; inspiration behind the Gov¬ 
ernment’s package of radical 
reforms. 

The Chilean model of pen¬ 
sion provision, introduced 
under Genera] Pinochet's mil- 
itary regime, has prompted 
the world’s politicians to bear 
a path to Santiago to discover 
-how — and whether — the 
system works. 

Peter Lilley, Secretary of 
State for Soda! Security, has 
held talks with Jose Pinera. 
.the economist and former 
. Chilean minister who founded 
Chile's revolutionary system. 

Dr Pinera visited Britain 
last year to outline his plans to 
politicians intrigued by the 
apparent success of a scheme 




group of British MPs from the 
Soda! Security Selea Commit¬ 
tee which is investigating the 
success of the scheme. 

Frank Field, the committee’s 
Labour chairman and a dose 
confidant of Tony Blair, is 
attracted to the idea of making 

responsible for their 
cwn pension commitments. 
But he was struck by the 
dangers inherent in the Chil¬ 
ean system in which a per¬ 
son’s pension is not under¬ 
written by the State and in 
which many of the poorest 
workers are excluded from the 
scheme. TWo out of five people 
are ineligible, many of them 
the poorest workers. 

“It would be far more sensi- 


tl ; * i,"'ble to minimise these risks — 

of markets performing 
ChHe’S social security deficit badly or of taxpayers not 


I y 


its wo! 


and is expected to wipe h out 
in 30 years. 

Chile privatised its pension 
system in 1980, replacing a 
near-bankrupt state scheme 
with individual retirement ac¬ 
counts. Workers are required 
to pay 10 per cent of their 
earnings into one of IS fonds. 
These funds control about 
£12 million, equivalent to 
nearly half of Chile’s gross 
domestic market 

The system has already 
been copied by other Latin 
American countries. Argenti¬ 
na, Peru and Colombia have 
introduced similar schemes, 
with others such as Mexico 
and El Salvador in the process 
of setting up the system. In 
these countries however, it is 
optional fra- workers to join 
private pensions fonds. 

Among the most recent pol¬ 
itical visitors to Chile was a 


wanting to meet too large a 
pension bill — by combining 
the best of existing systems. 
This would give us the certain¬ 
ty of a state pension on a pay- 
as-you-go basis plus a second 
funded pension for everybody. 



Pinochet privatised 
pensions in 1980 


Whatever the assurances, the 
poor will be left dependent on 
Government charity." 

Mr Field is more persuaded 
by an Argentinian model in 
which workers can contribute 
to group pension schemes run 
by trade unions or other 
organisations, which offer 
greater security. 

There has been criticism of 
die Chilean scheme based on 
its overdependence on the 
local economy, the local stock 
market and the soaring cost of 
running the fonds. A survey 
last year showed that there 
was widespread misunder¬ 
standing about the scheme. 
There is also some dissatisfac¬ 
tion that the military was 
entitled to remain in the old 
state scheme, as they insisted 
that their payroll details 
should remain secret. 

Other British politicians 
taking a dose interest in the 
Chilean model are more con¬ 
vinced of its advantages. Last 
year Geoffrey Clifton-Brown, 
Tory MP for Cirencester, float¬ 
ed proposals very similar to 
those unveiled yesterday by 
Mr UJley. 

Madsen Pirie, president of 
the Adam Smith Institute, the 
right-wing Tory think-tank, 
was quick yesterday to point 
out several key differences 
between Mr Lilley* proposals 
and the Chilean pensions 
system. 

Chile made the change 
“overnight", while the Tories 
are proposing phasing the 
plans in over a period of time. 
The Chilean scheme also of¬ 
fered no guarantee on returns. 
Dr Fine said, while the Con¬ 
servatives' plan would guar¬ 
antee that participants would 
receive at least their basic 
pension. 


Industry’s poor record 
is a cause for alarm 


By Anne Ashworth 

PERSONAL FINANCE EDITOR 
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IT WAS a relief to hear poli¬ 
ticians at last faring up .to the 
inadequacies of the state pen¬ 
sion system and encouraging 
people to make proper pruvi- 
- sion for their declining years. 

Ptw of us are saving enough 
'.for our old age. The announce- 

* ment of the Government's 
Vplans coincided with'a report 
"showing that only 05 per cent 

• erf those with personal pen- 
-sions contributed the maxi- 
*tnum allowed. 

: It was alarming, however, 
hear that billions of pounds 
■ in savings were to be placed in 
the care of an industry with a 
.record for both abusing the 


public's trust and charging 
exorbitant-suras for its ser¬ 
vices. with no guarantee'of 
arperior per fo r m ance. The life 
insurance industry has settled 
only a tiny portion of the 
£4 billion compensation due to 
those wrongly advised in the 
late Eighties to leave company 
pension schemes with guaran¬ 
teed benefits for poor-value 
personal pension plans. 

It has behaved dishonour¬ 
ably to thousands of the low- 
paid workers who have opted 
out .of tire state earnings rela¬ 
ted pension scheme since 1988- 
Those who leave Serps receive 
a National Insurance rebate 



which is paid into their per¬ 
sonal pension but the high life 
insurance company adminis¬ 
tration and commission 
charges deducted rebates can 
leave lirtie left to be invested 

Few insurers advised these 
employees that they should be 
making contributions in addi¬ 
tion to the rebate, allowing 
them to labour under the cruel 
delusion that they could expect 
a handsome pension. Sales- 
inen encouraged workers in 
their forties to leave Serps. 
although it is accepted that 
those in middle life should 
rejoin the state scheme. 

The Government seems 
convinced that its plans will 
not mean a repeat of the 
personal pension scandal, be¬ 
lieving that life insurers have 
learnt their lesson. The Prime 
Minister also expressed the 
view that costs would be 
“markedly lower than for ex¬ 
isting schemes” 

Eager at the prospect of so 
much new business, the life 
insurers were anxious to show 
that they had turned over a 
new leaf, reassuring everyone 
in earshot that charges for 
these plans would be cut to the 
bone. 

The belief that costs will be 
lower is based on the elimina¬ 
tion of the unfortunate sales¬ 
man and his fat commission 
reward. The argument runs 
that since everyone will be 
obliged to have a new Basic 
Pension Plus, nobody will be 
required to sell them. 

Experts were, however, 
sceptical about this claim. As 
one analyst put it: 'You may 
not need anyone to sell these 
new pensions, but you will 
certainly need someone to 
provide advice on which fund 
to choose. In America, where 
pensions were reformed a 
decade ago. problems have 
arisen because financially un¬ 
sophisticated workers made 
the wrong choice of fond- If life 
insurance companies provide 
advice, then tfiis will raise 
their costs. If theydopt pro 
vide advice, who will?" 

Ministers also made much 
of the role that the investment 
watchdogs will play to ensure 
that our savings are kept from 
harm. This is another cause 
for scepticism. The investor 
watchdog bodies presided 
over the personal pension 
scandal, and have so far failed 
to ensure that the victims 
receive their redress or punish 
the worst culprits. 

For those weary of waiting 
for their compensation, the 
Government's proposals may 
have an unexpected beneficial 
side-effea. The watchdog org¬ 
anisations will compile a list 
of insurers who will be entitled 
to invest Basic Pension Hus 
contributions. Companies will 
not wish to be excluded from 
this list and so should have an 
incentive to settle their com¬ 
pensation liabilities forthwith. 



QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS 


new 


□ Who would the 
arrangements affect? 

Those in their early twenties 
and those yet to start work. 
The Govermant has re¬ 
iterated that the new pro¬ 
posals would not affect the 
rest of the working population 
and existing pensioners. 


□ How would the Basic 
Pension Plus interact with 
company pension schemes 
and personal pensions? 

The Government would pay 
everybody a £9 rebate in lieu 
of the basic pension and a 
5 per cent rebate in Beu of 
Serps. These rebates can be 
paid into a personal plan or 
company plan. About 12 
million employees are cur¬ 
rently in company pension 
schemes. 


□ Would Basic Pension 
Plus be any different from 
fhe pensions offered today? 
Tax relief on pension con¬ 
tributions will be scrapped — 
eventually saving the Govern¬ 
ment £8 billion annually. 
These savings will go towards 
paying the pensions of those 
not under the new arrange¬ 
ments. The Government 
claims that when the new 


The first stale pensioners received at most five shilling s a week and to be over 70 


Liberals copied German model 


ByAian Hamilton 


CREDIT for the invention of 
the old-age pension in Britain 
must go to David Lloyd 
George, who as Liberal Chan¬ 
cellor introduced the first 
scheme in his 1908 Budget 
The first state pensioners 
queued for their handouts at 
post offices on New Year’s 
Day, 1909. 

Revolutionary it may have 
been, based on early welfare 
state experiments by Bis¬ 


marck in the Germany of the 
1880s, but generous it was not 
Recipients had to be at least 
70 years old, and the scheme 
was means-tested to exdude 
anyone earning more than 
£31 a year. Even then, the 
maximum weekly payout was 
a niggardly five shillings 
(25pk which even at the 
money values of the time was 
no more than a last-resort 
safety net for the very poor. 

In the 19th and earlier 
centuries, pensions were the 


privilege of the fortunate few, 
either from meritorious mili¬ 
tary service or from long 
attachment to a well-disposed 
employer. Many of the giants 
of the present-day personal 
pensions industry have their 
origins in the early 19th 
century: Scottish Widows was 
founded in 1815 to provide 
pensions for women who had 
lost their menfolk in the 
Napoleonic wars, but what 
were being sold were essen¬ 
tially life insurance policies. 


_ only a lump _ ._ 

ceived at retirement is tax- 
free. Only pensions that 
exceed yet-to-be-defined lim¬ 
its wiB be taxed. Despite foe 

£8 billion anticipated savings, 
the Government estimates a 
further £8 billion will be 

needed for pensions for 
those who will not come 
under the new proposals. 


□ How will the public know 
which company to choose 
to look after their pensions? 
The Personal investment 
Authority, the chief retail 
regulator, is planning to draw 
up a list of recommended 
providers. The Government 
claims the P1A will monitor the 
activities of these providers 
closely. Keeping costs down 
will be particularly important 


Brown to 
stay on 
cautious 

route 


LABOUR 


By Jill Sherman 


GORDON BROWN, the Sha¬ 
dow Chancellor, yesterday 
made dear that a Labour 
government would not adopt 
the Tories’ pension plans, on 
grounds of risk and cost 

The party will stick to its 
more cautious plan to supple¬ 
ment, rather than replace, the 
basic state pension with a 
second “stakeholder” pension 
which individuals can build 
up in private schemes. Last 
year Tony Blair dropped the 
costly pledge to raise pensions 
by £5 a week- which John 
Smith, as Shadow Chancellor, 
had made at the 1992 general 
election. He ignored an expen¬ 
sive plan proposal from the 
Social Justice Commission, set 
up by Labour when Mr Smith 
was leader, for a minimum 
guaranteed pension more gen¬ 
erous than the state pension. 

Under Labour's latest plan, 
still at a consultative stage, 
pensioners would remain enti¬ 
tled to the basic state pension, 
linked with inflation, but 
younger people without occu¬ 
pational pensions would be 
encouraged to pay into a sec¬ 
ond pension. The government 
would still transfer the 4.8 per 
cent of earnings currently paid 
into occupational schemes for 
those contracting out of Serps, 
but pay out no additional 
rebate. Only schemes ap¬ 
proved by an independent 
regulator could be used for the 
stakeholder pension. 
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Be honest, 

DOES THIS SOUND 

LIKE A DIESEL? 


The sluggish acceleration. The dreaded engine rattle. The lack of refinement. Where are these standard features of any diesel to 
be found on the Rover 400? Nowhere, according to Diesel Car Magazines review. Instead they found all the usual Rover comforts 
plus rattling good performance. Without the rattling, of course. Call 0345 186 186, or contact your local Rover dealer, for a test drive 



RELAX. 
ITS A 
ROVER. 
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Surveys find former submarine base on Clyde is among the dirtiest estuaries in world Emerald 

us navy left MSU i I I 

HolvLocll real gems 


US navy left 
Holy Loch 
polluted by 
toxic waste 

By Nick Nuttall, environment correspondent 
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SURVEYS have shown that 
Holy Loch In Scotland'is 
contaminated with danger¬ 
ously high levels of toxic waste 
and littered with junk after the 
closure of the US Navy’s 
nuclear submarines base on 
the Clyde. 

Ministry of Defence studies 
reveal that concentrations of 
heavy metals, hazardous 
transformer fluids and other 
toxic chemicals are so high 
that many break European 
environmental safety limits. 
The levels of contaminants in 
the muds are so high that 
Holy Loch, used by the Ameri¬ 
cans from 1%I to 1992, has 
become Britain's dirtiest estu¬ 
ary and one of the world’s 
filthiest stretches of coastal 
water. 

Almost a quarter of the loch 
floor is strewn with rubbish, 
including girders, oil drums, 
washing machines and ab¬ 
ducts. A clean-up is planned 
by the Royal Navy and the 
local authority, but there are 
fears that disturbing the mud 
may release even more con¬ 
taminants into the water. 

The Americans used Holy 
Loch as a base for servicing 


and refitting up to ten nuclear- 

powered submarines. Hun¬ 
dreds of servicemen were 
stationed there. 

. The level of contamination 
is shown by comparing the 
maximum concentration of 
nickel found elsewhere in 
British estuaries — 58 milli¬ 
grams per kilogram of sedi¬ 
ment — with Holy Loch, 
where concentrations reach 
326mg. There are similar 
readings for zinc, chromium, 
and copper. 

The surveys did not check 
for radioactivity. But one sam¬ 
ple did find levels of a known 
carcinogen, polycyclic aromat¬ 
ic hydrocarbons, at six times 
the safe limit. 

The findings have come 
from two reports, produced by 
Environmental Resources 
Management a consultancy 
based in Edinburgh, for the 
MoD and backed up by an 
underwater video survey car¬ 
ried out by the MoD in 1996- 

Under Nato agreements, 
Britain is obliged to dean up 
the Americans’ mess. The 
MoD. the Scottish Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency and 
the Argyll and Bute council 
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The US submarine Patrick Henry alongside a support vessel in Holy Loch. The base dosed in 1992, after more than 30 years’ service 


are planning to remove the 
iron wastes using a crane and 
large electromagnet 

But Graham Shimmield, 
director of the government- 
funded Dunstaffnage Marine 
Laboratory near Oban, fears 
the clean-up will disturb the 
muds, causing high concen¬ 
trations of toxins to be re¬ 
leased into the water. 

Dr Shimmield is also con¬ 
cerned that the level of con¬ 
taminants may be far higher 
than shown by the surveys. 
They took samples from deep 
layers of mud rather than the 


higher layers, which may be 
even more heavily polluted. 

Holy Loch has a population 
of sea trout and salmon which 
may be vulnerable to pollution 
released from the muds dur¬ 
ing the dean-up, which is to 
begin in the autumn. Contam¬ 
inated silt could also be 
washed ashore and come into 
contact with people. Dr 
Shimmield said. 

He fears the operation, in 
which piles of metal in some 
cases six metres high wil] be 
removed, might also disturb 
containers of the toxic anti¬ 


fouling chemical, tributyl tin. 
He met the MoD earlier this 
week to discuss the extent of 
the operation and told New 
Scientist magazine: “The 
clean-up could cause more 
problems than it solves.” 

An MoD spokesman said 
the dean-up, which is re¬ 
quired under European law 
before the loch can be handed 
on to a civilian company, 
Clyde Ports, was designed to 
minimise mud disturbance. 
He said concentrations of 
metals and other substances 
in die mud could not blamed 


on US Navy operations, which 
ceased in 1992. 

He said pollution had been 
carried from the upper to the 
lower Clyde for hundreds of 
years into Holy Loch. But he 
admitted that caily the Ameri¬ 
cans knew what they had 
discharged. -The Americans 
know more than we do." he 
said. 

Dr Shimmield said research 
over the past five years 
showed that heavy metals and 
organic compounds can be¬ 
have in “fairly unpredictable 
ways" once disturbed. The 


marine life most at risk was 
likely to be oysters, mussels 
and other shellfish, which 
were eaten by people. 

He said that the MoD had 
agreed to monitor the marine 
environment during the dean- 
up and had promised to stop if 
any harm was caused. 

Dr Shimmield said environ¬ 
mentalists who argued that 
waste must be removed at any 
cost should appreciate the 
potential dangers. “We need 
sound science to assess the 
risk rather than acting from 
the heart." he said. 


Cleaner Don tempts back the otter | Chicks give virility the bird 


Paul Wilkinson 

AN OTTER has been sighted in a once 
highly polluted water system for the first 
time in almost quarter of a century. 

Naturalists have reported seeing the 
creature and its trades on the banks of a 
tributary of the River Don. which runs 
through the former steel and coal indus¬ 
try sprawl of south Yorkshire. 

This'is cracking news," said Peter 
Bowler of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust “It 
shows that conditions along tire river 
system are improving and wildlife is 
returning." An otter was last seen in the 
region in 1973, at Thom Waste, an area of 
flatlands dose to the River Ouse. But that 
is almost 20 miles from the latest sighting 


and away from the region’s industrial 
heartland. 

The Don was once notorious for having 
one of the worst polluted tributaries, the 
Rother, in die country. It had been 
contaminated by industrial workings and 
seepage from a dump for environmental¬ 
ly hazardous waste. 

Mr Bowler said the return indicated 
rapid improvements: “Only five years ago 
tire Dan was still unable to support the 
kind of coarse fish like perch, roach and 
tench which the oner can feed on. 

“But it is not so much the water quality 
as the state of the banks. Otters like to lie 
quietly during the day in scrubby 
undergrowth like brambles or rosebay 
wiHowherb. Until recently much of the 


river bank was controlled by collieries and 
other heavy industry and this sort of 
habitat just did not exist. Our task now is 
to encourage it to stay. We will be talking 
to landowners and local councils with a 
view to developing bankside habitat" 

Otters were once a regular sight on the 
county’s waterways. The name of 
Atterdifie. a district of Sheffield, is a 
corruption of otter and the neighbouring 
area of Salmon fields indicates their 
likely prey. 

Environmentalists say the south York¬ 
shire otter will have come from groups 
active more than 40 miles away either to 
the north along the River Derwent in 
North Yorkshire or south from the river 
networks of Nottinghamshire. 


By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

FEMALE birds have emascu¬ 
lated their male companions 
by preferring those without a 
penis, according to two biolo¬ 
gists. Once nearly all male 
birds had a penis but today 
only a small minority da 
The experts say that fe¬ 
males have systematically far 

voured the underendowed 

because it gives them greater 
control over reproduction. 
Birds mate through the “do- 
acal kiss", in which the male 
deposits sperm from his clo¬ 


aca, or pelvic cavity, on his 
partner's. The female draws 
up tine sperm, storing it unt3 
she is ready to lay eggs. 

Females produce the best 
offspring by accepting only 
the best sperm. Although they 
can reject eggs that haw been 
fertilised, this is wasteful. A 
better strategy is to draw up 
sperm only from favoured 
males, which is much easier if 
they lack a penis and cannot 
inject directly into the female. 

Dr James Briskie, of Ox¬ 
ford University, and Dr Rob¬ 
ert Montgomerie, of Queen's 
University in Kingston, On¬ 


tario, say that birds have lost 
their penises over many thou¬ 
sands of generations because 
of this selection by females. 

So why do a few species, 
induding the ostrich and 
large aquatic birds such as 
geese, retain the penis? In 
these species, argue the biolo¬ 
gists. whose work is reported 
in New Scientist, the egg is 
small in relation to the size of 
the bird, so die female can 
dump fertilised eggs at rela¬ 
tively little metabolic cost She 
does not have to make the 
decision until after the males 
have had their way with her. 


By Audrey Magee 

IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

EVIDENCE of diamonds and 
sapphires has been discovered 
in northwest Ireland. Cam¬ 
bridge Mineral Resources 
believes it will find large 
numbers of the preriour 
stones iiuhe northern part of 
the the Inishowen peninsula, a 
sparsely populated area of 
Donegal. 

The company, which is to 
launch on the Alternative In¬ 
vestment Market of the 
London Stock Exchange on 
Friday, found the rraces ten 
days ago after it was granted 
Ireland’s first diamond¬ 
prospecting licence last 
August 

David Bramhiil. managing 
director of CMR, which is 
valued at £3.5 million, said he 
was “very excited" at the initial 
results. Bui he said news of the 
discovery had nothing to da 
with the floation. “This discov¬ 
ery was made as we prepared 
for our stock market launch. It 
is a very good coincidence." he 
said. 

"We were legally and moral¬ 
ly obliged to issue our find¬ 
ings. These shares are 
absolutely high risk. They are 
only for people with a lot of 
disposable income who can 
take a risk. Nothing is 
guaranteed." 

CMR, which also operates 
in Sweden and Spain, became 
interested in Ireland when it 
emerged that a area of sap¬ 
phire-laden rock in Scotland 
stretched into Donegal. The 
20 million-year-old rock con¬ 
tains kimberlitic and 
lamproitic minerals — sub¬ 
stances common to all areas 
where diamond and sapphires 
are found. Diamond is an 
older version of sapphire. 

Next month a team of six 
geologists working with a 
budget of £150.000 will begin a 
more detailed study of theTOck 
and minerals. 
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Tirana moderate calls for broad-based government coalition to end growing spiralofvioto^ 


Opposition accuses 
Britain of giving 
lifeline to Berisha 


From Richard Owen in Tirana 


AS ALBANIA descended fur¬ 
ther into outright civil war 
yesterday, a leading member 
of the Albanian Opposition 
accused Britain of “having 
given Berisha enough oxygen 
to become a dictator". 

Neritan Ceka, leader of the 
Democratic Alliance and a 
potential successor should 
President Berisha fall, said 
“whereas some Western coun¬ 
tries. such as Italy and the 
United Stales, have pul seri¬ 
ous pressure on Berisha to 
form a broad-based coalition 
to solve the national crisis, the 
British Government has large¬ 
ly supported him". 

He said “certain forces on 
the right wing of the Conser¬ 
vative Party" seemed prepared 
to back Mr Berisha even when 
he used the feared secret police 
to enforce a state of emergen¬ 
cy. “I regret to say the same is 


true of some sections of Chan¬ 
cellor Kohl’s Christian Demo¬ 
cratic party in Bonn." he told 
The limes in an interview. 

“It is high rime Britain and 
Germany cut off his air sup¬ 
ply." He applauded Washing¬ 
ton’s strong condemnation 
this week of Mr Berisha's state 
of emergency and his “stifling 
of free expression". 

Lamberto Dini, the Italian 
Foreign Minister, said yester¬ 
day that, if a “broad-based 
government” was established 
in Tirana. Italy would be 
ready to send troops to help to 
restore order. He told La Re- 
pubblica the only way for¬ 
ward lay through an interim 
coalition involving both mem¬ 
bers of Mr Berisha’s Demo¬ 
cratic Party and the 
Opposition, foil owed by “fair 
elections" within *15 days. 

Signor Dini rejected Mr 


Berisha’s charge that the re¬ 
volt had been instigated by 
“Red terrorists", saying it was 
dearly a “spontaneous rebel¬ 
lion of the people" He added: 
“Italy is prepared to send 
financial and technical aid to 
help an economic recovery." 

Italy, only 40 miles across 
the Adriatic from Albania, 
fears a repetition of the exodus 
of desperate Albanians which 
followed the collapse of the 
Communist regime in 1991. 

Western diplomats in Tira¬ 
na said that as the Govern¬ 
ment increasingly lost control 
of the situation, the search was 
on for “credible" figures who 
might serve in an interim 
administration and even form 
a new government 

Mr Ceka. a dapper, silver- 
haired archaeologist and polit¬ 
ical moderate, is regarded as a 
respected figure acceptable to 






An Italian soldier guards the old MiG 15 flown by two defecting Albanian pilots. Tirana denied their daim that they were told to shoot at civilians - 


Right and Left His Democrat¬ 
ic Alliance is a breakaway 
group from the ruling Demo¬ 
cratic Party and was formed 
by Former Berisha loyalists. 
They gave a warning after Mr 
Berisha's landslide election 
victory in 1992 that the Demo¬ 
cratic Party was becoming as 
monolithic as the Communist 
Party it replaced. 

“This armed uprising could 


be ended tomorrow if Berisha 
agreed to a cross-party coali¬ 
tion," Mr Ceka said. He 
agreed there were mafia gun¬ 
men, criminals and provoca¬ 
teurs among the rebels, “but 
most are ordinary people who 
blame Berisha for the collapse 
of the pyramid funds and 
want him out. He has become 
an outright dictator. If he 
agreed to a government which 


included the Opposition, I 
guarantee that people would 
lay down their guns." 

The Democratic Alliance is 
one of 11 parties in the Forum 
for Democracy formed last 
month in response ro the 
crisis. Its chairman is Kurd 
Kola, a respected former polit¬ 
ical prisoner under the Enver 
Hoxha regime. He is also seen 
as a potential leader. 
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Another opposition contend¬ 
er for power is Fatos Nana the 
former Socialist {ex-Commu- 
nist) leader jailed by Mr 
Berisha in 1994 for 12 years on 
charges of corruption. His 
cause has been taken up by 
Amnesty International and 
the Left has dubbed him the 
“Nelson Mandela of Albania" 
Many Albanians, however, 
remain distrustful of the So¬ 


cialists, who form the ewe of 
the Forum for Democracy, 
since they include some unre¬ 
pentant Communist militants. 
Mr Ceka said he firmly be¬ 
lieved that if the Socialises 
gained power they would 
work with centrists such as 
himself in the Forum. “But the 
first priority is an interim 
government of all parties to - 
restore order." 


Desperate nation 
hangs on BBC’s 
treasured words 


BV Michael Binyon. diplomatic editor 


THREE tunes a day. amid 
rioting, tension and lawless¬ 
ness. Albania’s city streets fall 
stiff: the nation is listening to 
the BBC Virtually the sole 
source of news commanding 
the trust of Government and 
Opposition, the demonstra¬ 
tors and the desperate, is the 
Albanian service beamed on 
short wave from Bush House. 

Never has the BBC's credi¬ 
bility been so urgently tested. 
President Berisha has ac¬ 
cused it of stirring up vio¬ 
lence. The local FM trans¬ 
mitter was switched off after 
the declaration of emergency, 
and secret police threatened 
journalists. Phones have been 
bugged and cut. Freelance 
reporters, fearing for their 
lives, have been urged by 
London to stay indoors. 

Yet every politician, every 
faction, hangs on London's 
words and is clamouring to 
make its voice heard. ‘Tell 
him we don't broadcast decla¬ 
rations," Tim Cooke, the 
Albanian service bead, called 
across die room yesterday to 
a broadcaster being har¬ 
angued down the phone line 
by an ethnic Greek Albanian 
MR “We can interview him." 

The British newspaper edi¬ 
torials had just been translat¬ 
ed and transmitted, together 
with the interview by Mal¬ 
colm Rifkind, the Foreign 


Secretary, on the Radio 4 
Today programme. A few 
minutes later Namek Deride, 
one of the Socialist (former 
Communist) leaders was on 
the line, trying to put his view. 

The Albanian service, 
started four years ago after a 
break of 25 years, is manned 
by eight Albanian staff. Their 
families back home are receiv¬ 
ing death threats. No. one has 
slept more than a few hoars 
this past week. 

As die plug was pulled in 
Albania, short-wave broad¬ 
casts began transmission 
from London and Cyprus; one 
30-minute broadcast has been 
given an extra 15 minutes, and 
Mr Cooke hopes the other two 
wil] be 45 minutes soon. Pres¬ 
ident Berisha. irritated by 
unprecedented questioning of 
-his . Democratic Party pro¬ 
gramme. has little time for the 
BBC; for three years he has 
refused to give it an 
interview. 

Mr Cooke is bitter at the 
pressure being put on his 
correspondents. Bui he does 
not doubt their influence. As 
the Democratic Party held a 
crisis meeting three weeks 
ago on whether Aleksander 
Meksi should resign, the 
Prime Minister kept slipping 
away. He was calling the BBC 
correspondent, to find out 
what was happening in Vlore. 
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Jets seen dropping bombs on village but defence officials deny orders to hit civilian targets 

Rebel barricades 
go up in south 
as army advances 


THE- state of emergency tight¬ 
ened in Albania yesterday as 
fighting appeared to intensify 
tn the south and the Govern¬ 
ment rejected all offers of 
foreign-mediation. 

Telephone lines south of 
Tirana were ait, but accounts 
filtered in during the after¬ 
noon of tanks speeding to¬ 
wards ‘tiie port town of 
Sarande, north of the Greek 
border. Journalists said they 
had seen Chinese-made 
MiGl5 jets drop, a bomb next 
to two houses in the.village of 
Livina, near Sarande, and the 
smoke from two more bombs. 
About 400 families, most be¬ 
longing to Albania’s ethnic 
Greek minority, live in the 
village. 

The Defence Ministry yes¬ 
terday denied claims by two 
MiG pilots who defected to 
Italy on Tuesday that they had 
flown there rather than obey 
orders to fire on a column of 
civilian vehicles near Gjiro¬ 
kaster. “This is totally untrue,” 
a ministry statement said. It 
said the pilots had been on a 
reconnaissance mission. 

A journalist with the Greek 
television station An tonne said 
rebels had built barricades 
outside Sarande and had 
organised regular street pa¬ 
trols. Near Sarande, armed 
gangs seized an army tank 
from its crew and drove it 
gleefully through the streets. 

Clashes with government 
troops were reported near 


Albanian tanks, dispatched by President 
Berisha to rip into the heartland of the 
uprising, will face spirited resistance, 
Tom Walker reports from Tirana 


Del vine, halfway . between 
Sarande and Gjiro kas ter. 
which is now the main base 
for Ihe Albanian Army in the 
rebel-con trolled south. Inju¬ 
ries were rumoured, but 
Greek television said the fight¬ 
ing had stopped as rebels 
abandoned a plan to march on 
Gjirokaster. Four villagers 
and at least two soldiers were 
reportedly wounded in fight¬ 
ing six miles east of Sarande. 

Further north, towards the 
capital, rebels were said to 
have blown up a road bridge 
near Fier, in a desperate 
attempt to stop more army 
tanks reaching Vlore and 
Sarande. The Government 
was said to be considering 



shipping tanks south to avoid 
similar guerrilla attacks. 

An Albanian Red Cross 
convoy was allowed to take 
antibiotics, blood and surgical 
materials to More hospital. 
“More is also Albania. You 
have to make a distinction 
between the population and 
the terrorists,” said Tritan 
Shehu. the Foreign Minister. 

Albanian state television 
cancelled its main afternoon 
news bulletin, and with anxi¬ 
ety spreading in the capital 
many opposition politicians 
and journalists were in hiding. 
General Sheme Kosova, the 
Army Chief of Staff sacked on 
Tuesday, was said to be under 
house arrest. 

European diplomatic sour¬ 
ces confirmed that visits, 
scheduled for today, by the 
European Union's Dutch 
presidency and by the Organ¬ 
isation for Security and Co¬ 
operation in Europe had been 
postponed. They said Presi¬ 
dent Berisha wished to com¬ 
plete his military clampdown 
along the southern coastal belt 
before considering any offers 
of foreign diplomatic inter¬ 
vention. The mood an Tirana's 



Albanian rebels brandish their guns from the top of a seized army tank in the hills close to the southern town of Sarande yesterday 


streets was tense bur calm. 
Regular police and their leath¬ 
er-jacketed colleagues in the 
secret police, the Shik. were 
out in force. Any dissent met 
with a swift response. Four 
policemen set about a 
stallholder near the statue of 
Skanderbeg. the national 
hero, beating him semi-con¬ 
scious. With blood pouring 
from his ear, the man was 
kicked into the back of a police 
Flat Tipo and taken away. 

The state security apparatus 


moved up a gear, with tele¬ 
phones monitored and cut 
regularly. Local and foreign 
madia correspondents were 
followed. The locally relayed 
BBC broadcasts on FM re¬ 
mained off the air — although 
direct shortwave transmis¬ 
sions from London continued. 
No opposition papers were 
printed. “We have been told 
through the government 
papers that the souls of the 
dead in More surround our 
offices," said one journalist 


who had not been home for 
four days. His family is also in 
hiding. “This is what you earn 
for telling the truth." 

International pressure re¬ 
mains scarcely visible in Tira¬ 
na. but International Mone¬ 
tary Fund sources were 
taljting yesterday of halting a 
$27 million (E16.8 million) 
standby loan to Albania. For 
Albanians themselves the civil 
unrest is disastrous: in More a 
loaf of bread now costs three 
times the price in Tirana. 


Government grain stores in 
More were raided on Tuesday 
night, and municipal officials 
warned of famine conditions 
in the besieged town. 

The Government blames 
the violence in the town on 
former army officers, who it 
said yesterday were under 
“the influence of communist 
and foreign insurgents". Mr 
Shehu urged a more concilia¬ 
tory line than the President, 
imploring Albanians “to come 
together and protect the coun¬ 


try". Commentators said the 
comments were unusually 
mild for Mr Shehu, who is 
regarded as a Berisha 
stalwart. 

There was speculation that 
Tuesday's joint Italian-Albani¬ 
an evacuation of journalists 
and civilians from More was 
used as a dress rehearsal by 
the army for an assault on the 
port. A diplomatic source, 
however, was sceptical: “It's 
too dever a move for a stupid 
government." 


Regime’s German patronage puts paid to united European front 


By James Pettifer 

G eneral Colin Powell, m a 
phrase counselling against 
Balkan involvement by 
modem mechanised armies, said: 
“We don't do mountains". His 
dictum might have been tailor- 
made for southern Albania. But 
President BerishaV forces are 
having to try. 

With serious fighting in tire 
Greek minority south of the coun¬ 
try, the logistical and. technical 
capacity of the Albanian Army is' 
going to be tested,to tfa&Jsnits in 
die nexr few days. There,are, oa 
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paper, about 54,000 men in uni¬ 
form, of whom 22,000 are con¬ 
scripts. Most are in the army, with 
about 6^500 in the. air force, and a 
very small navy. 

There are many practical diffi¬ 
culties in tiie way erf a quick and 
dean operation—as the seizure of 
a tank yesterday by rebels In 
Sarande showed — quite apart 
from the mass desertions from key 
southern barracks. Much of . the 
country, even in the south, consists 
erf. precipitous mountains which 


offer perfect refuge for armed men. 
as the wartime partisan resistance 
demonstrated. 

Supply lines may be a serious 
problem, as most fuel has either 
been stolen by the rebels or set on 
fire. Local barracks have been 
gutted and any operation lasting 
longer than a few days may mean 
troops having to five off the land, 
among a largely hostile popula¬ 
tion. Many ill-trained and badly 
motivated' conscripts may vote 
with their feet, and go on the run 
into Greece. 

Control of the roads is likely to 
be a key issue, with agents of the 


secret police, the Shik, now merged 
with Interior Ministry forces, a key 
Berisha weapon. They are-neariy 
all loyal northerners, and owe then- 
careers to the President. 

How effective they wfil be out¬ 
side Tirana remains to be seen. It is 
unlikely that anything other than a 
small proportion of die looted 
weapons will be recovered. 

I f the Albanian leaders had 
been hoping for support from 
Nato in the military action, 
they will have been disappointed 
by the strong statement from 
Javier Solaria. the alliance’s Secre¬ 


tary-General, yesterday, urging a 
diplomatic solution. After a 
London meeting, he said: "In 
Albania at the moment politics 
has to be done: diplomacy has to be 
done. It is not for a military 
operation by Nato or anybody 
else:” 

Nato has interests in Albania 
which have gone largely unnoticed 
in the West Between 1992 and 1995 
the Albanian Defence Ministry in 
Tirana was full of uniformed US 
advisers, and the CIA took over 
Gjaider airbase, north of the 
capital to fly unmanned observa¬ 
tion drones over Serbia. There are 


US facilities on Sazan Island, in 
the Bay of More, and listening 
posts on the borders near Serbia 
and Macedonia. 

W ith the cooling of the 
American link, after the 
Clinton Administration 
saw major rights problems devel¬ 
oping with the Berisha regime. 
Germany has become a key diplo¬ 
matic and military supporter, seek¬ 
ing to bufld up Albania against 
Serbia. German advisers from the 
Konrad Adenauer Institute in 
Bonn were key architects of the 
Berisha re-election strategy last 


year, and the German metal giant 
Prussag has bought up Albania’s 
chromium mines, its key industrial 
asset. 

Many Albanian army officers 
have been trained in Germany, In 
the context of negotiations over re¬ 
equipment. Germany has much 
the most important outside stake 
in the survival of President 
Berisha, and EU efforts to develop 
a united response to the Albanian 
crisis have continually run up 
against German intransigence. 
TTurre is clearly no chance of 
American or German military 
intervention. 
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growth without paying income dt 
capital gains tax. Unlike traditional 
PEPs. however, Simon will get back all 
his initial investment plus a fixed return 


% 

return 


of 20% on his capital at the end of five years*, 
even if the stock market felts. Which adds up to 
a better deal than his building society is likely to 
offer him. Simon described it as "having my cake 
and eating it" or something like thaL 


OM100160 

fHUsfnfmHdieBpBck 

ndippficalteafefBi. 

He'll tare to return bis 


<!► 

Midland 

The Listening Bank 

Meffrfw HSBC 


For farther details please complete the coupon and send to: Midland Bank pic. DPP. 
FREEPOST BS4335, Bnstol, BS1 3YX. 


Tide Initials 

Surname 


Address 

Town 

CoLTrty 


Postcode 

Telephone 

IMS N3 


Are you a Midland customer? □ Yes □No.Kso. please Till in your sort code: 30/_L_ 

Are you happy IO receive mlwmation from Midland in the future? □ Yes G No. 



« 


ao£ 

m 


OC 

nt. 

IH. 




.. i 




























4 OVERSEAS NEWS 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 6 1997 


Swiss plan a £3bn 
fund in memory of 
Holocaust victims 


umi cams RATTAY/RBJTg 


From Peter Capella in geneva 


fKE Swiss Government has 
iffered to use about £3 billion 
if Switzerland’s gold reserves 
or a “solidarity foundation” 
or victims of genocide and 
ratastrophe worldwide. 

The announcement was 
nade by President Koller to a 
oint session of parliament 
.-esterday in a speech on 
Switzerland’s record during 
he Second World War. 

He said the foundation was 
Jesigned to prove the nation's 
gratitude for being spared two 
•vorld wars and to show com¬ 
passion for Holocaust victims. 
It must, however, be approved 
by parliament. “If we want to 
give new meaning to the sense 
of solidarity and to public 
spirit, then we must do ... 
something capable of easing 
today’s and tomorrow’s suffer¬ 
ing.” he said. 

Although the Swiss appear 
to be assuaging international 
criticism of their wartime 
record with inquiries and 
com pen sari on arrangements, 
the four-party collegial Gov¬ 
ernment is facing a new battle 
at home. In an apparent 
change of mind, Mr Koller 
said that the national bank 
would also pay £45 million to 
a separate humanitarian fund 
for Holocaust victims, set up 
Iasi week with Jewish groups. 
The three biggest Swiss banks 
have made a similar contribu¬ 
tion. Until now the Govern¬ 
ment had insisted it would 


deride an payments once it 
had received a first set of 
findings from an independent 
commission of experts investi¬ 
gating Switzerland’s dealings 
with the Nazis. 

The commission has prom¬ 
ised to deliver in June an 
account of Switzerland’s war¬ 
time refugee policy and the 
national bank's gold trade 
with the Third Reich. Swiss 
historians expect some of the 
details to be “uncomfortable”. 

Mr Koller said that the 
Swiss owed it to themselves co 
accept their past as it was: “We 
should not be ashamed of 
being spared by the wan we 
had the right to survive. - But 
he added: “Through a lack of 
courage, people arriving at 
our borders in great distress 
were sent to certain death. 


Israel cuts cash 
for survivor aid 

Jerusalem: A raw erupted 
yesterday over disclosure 
that the Israeli Govern¬ 
ment has cut funds for the 
only Israeli group provid¬ 
ing emotional support for 
Holocaust survivors and 
their children from about 
£100.000 to £20.000 (Chris¬ 
topher Walker writes). “It 
is a shame and a disgrace,” 
said Sheva Weiss of the 
opposition Labour Pfcrty. 


There, generosity would have 
been possible or necessary.” 

The foundation would take 
about two years to set up, 
although ministers want it to 
coincide if possible with next 
years celebrations of the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of 
modem Switzerland. 

The national bank said that 
the gold sales would take place 
over a period of ten years and 
would not disrupt world mar¬ 
kets or the stability of the 
Swiss franc. The foundation is 
to be financed by valuation 
gains on gold reserves. By 
investing its start-up capital, 
the foundation would generate 
income of at least £100 million 
a year, allowing its work to 
last for decades. 

The proposal was welcomed 
by Israel and Jewish groups. 
But rightwingers, including 
the Swiss People’s Party, one 
of the government parties, 
signalled their unhappiness 
with the presidential state¬ 
ment Christoph Blocher, one 
of its leaders, said the Govern¬ 
ment had “lost its head". He 
accused ministers of giving in 
to foreign pressure. Mr 
Blocher, who successfully 
campaigned to keep Switzer¬ 
land out of the European 
Union, said the Swiss should 
not use public funds to com¬ 
pensate for legitimate wartime 
trade with Germany. 

Leading article page 19 



’ An aerial view of German riot police guarding a nuclear waste transporter as it leaves Dannenberg railway station for the Gorieben d u mp 

Beaten anti-nuclear ‘army’ prompts rethink 


From Roger Boyes in gorleben 


THOUSANDS of German 
protesters reluctantly allowed 
a heavily guarded 700-tonne 
delivery of nuclear waste to 
end its 48-hour trek yesterday. 

But they celebrated a kind 
of victory: by the day's end 
many mainstream German 
politicians, shocked by the 
resistance, agreed that this 
should be the last shipment to 


Gorleben. Petrol bombs again 
fiew through the air and fire¬ 
works buzzed into police lines 
as protesters fought their last 
stand: die battle of foe Quick- 
born road, a country lane 
cutting through potato and 
rape fields to the sad, blight¬ 
ed. north German village of 
Gorleben. 

The 30,000 police were in- 
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structed to be on their best 
behaviour, foe protesters had 
taken crash courses in non¬ 
violent de mon strating skills 
and 30 priests with mega¬ 
phones and clipboards were 
signed up as mediators, but 
tension and fatigue combined 
to create flashpoints. 

The largest display of civfl 
force in Germany since foe 
Second World War was an¬ 
swered by one of foe most 
powerful exhibitions of rivfl 
disobedience for more than a 
decade: Scores of demonstra¬ 
tors were hurt, some suffering 
broken bones, when police 
broke up a crowd of about 
4.000 squatting outside Dan¬ 
nenberg railway station early 
yesterday. They charged with 


batons and sluiced people 
with water but most were car¬ 
ried away in cradled arms. 

The convoy — bulldozers, 
lorries with spotlights, lum¬ 
bering water cannon ma¬ 
chines and dozens of police 
vans accompanied the six 
nudear canisters — had to 
travel about 12 miles from the 
railway station to Gorieben. A 
farm cart could have covered 
foe distance in 90 minutes; 
yesterday — thanks to the 

delaying tactics-it was a 

ten-hour obstacle course. 

A home-made bomb was 
found on the route and. again 
and again, protesters moved 
in to hurl stones and bottles. 
Near Quickbom village, mili¬ 
tants with masked faces set 


light to tyres and haystacks. 
Casualty and arrest figures 
were vague, even at the end of 
the day. Many hundreds of 
demonstrators found them¬ 
selves detained briefly during 
the week of protest, yet almost 
afl were free within hours. 

The Prime M inister of Low¬ 
er Saxony. Gerhard Schroder, 
told his regional parliament 
this should be the last such 
shipment to the Gorieben 
dump, although .its storage 
hall is for from foil. Soria] 
Democrats in Bonn quickly 
echoed his views. The Chris¬ 
tian Democrat-led Govern¬ 
ment will also be forced to 
rethink its nudear strategy. 
Pol king cost more than £30 
nnllioH. 


Nato may keep Russia in the 
picture over Polish flights 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


NATO is considering offering 
foe Russians daily photo¬ 
graphs of air defence activities 
in Poland once Warsaw joins 
the alliance, to help to con¬ 
vince Moscow that expansion 
of the organisation poses no 
threat. 

.Although Poland has not 
been officially invited to join 
Nato — that will happen in 
July at a summit in Madrid — - 
Russia is continuing to warn 
alliance officials against mov¬ 
ing military’ installations on to 
Polish territory. 

One senior Nato source said 
the Russians were afraid that 
the “alliance planned to do to 


Poland what Russia did to 
Pd and — move in tanks and 
heavy armour”. In private 
negotiations with : alliance 
officials, the Russians have 
emphasised their opposition 
to “Nato machinery” advanc¬ 
ing into Poland. Nato has been 
trying to reassure Moscow 
that it is not the alliance's 
plan. "Nothing like that will 
happen.” a Nato source said. 

However, the Russians have 
been told that if Rdand joins 
foe alliance in 1999 as expect¬ 
ed, there will be a move to set 
up an air defence system that 
will be compatible with foe 
rest of Nate’S military struc¬ 


ture. One Nato source said: 
"The Russians are doing just 
the same with the CIS {Com¬ 
monwealth rof- Independent 
Stales] countries and they 
understand foe reasons why 
we need tohave an air defence 
system in Poland." : 

' However, as added reassur¬ 
ance. Nato plans coafidence- 
buBding measures with the 
Russians. The most radical is . 
a suggestion that Nato air 
defence activities m Poland 
could be photographed and 
foe pictures handed to foe 
Russians. 
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Republicans wrongfooted by budget 


OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


From Bkonwen Maddox 
UN WASHINGTON 

DESPITE Republicans’ glee at 
the whirlwind of allegations 
about questionable fund- 
ijaismg hanging over Presi¬ 
dent Clinton, they suffered a 
heavy blow this week. 

The Senate'S rejection on 
Tuesday of the cornerstone of 
the Republican congressional 
agenda - the proposal to force 
the Government to balance its 
budget — has left the party's 
strategy m disarray and enor¬ 
mously complicated the job of 
the next Republican to make a 
run for the presidency in 2000 
The huge symbolic value of 
the budget deficit in the Amer¬ 
ican public’s mind is one of the 


phenomena of 1990s politics. 
No matter that eminent econo¬ 
mists such as Joseph Stiglitz. 
former chairman of Mr Clin¬ 
ton’s Council of Economic 
Advisers, have queued up in 
recent months to say that 
balanced budgets are not nec¬ 
essarily a good thing. Polls 
repeatedly show that voters 
interpret budget deficits as a 
sign that "big government" is 
out of control. 

Regrouping alter Mr Clin¬ 
ton's re-election in November, 
which nonetheless left Con¬ 
gress in Republican control. 
Republican leaders seized on 
balanced-budget proposals as 
a tool to bridge the party’s 
gaping ideological divisions. 
The lesson they took from the 


‘Home Alone’ star 
wins access to 
$7m film fortune 


From Quentin Letts in new york 


MACAULAY CULK1N. now 
16, has been granted access to 
his $7 million (£43 million) 
fortune so that he can attempt 
to restore the imbalance child- 
star fame brought to his 
family life. 

A New York judge ruled 
that Culldn’s parents, who 
have squabbled and split, 
should no longer have control 
of his money. Responsibility 
will rest with an independent 
accountant and Culkm him¬ 
self. His first purchase will be 
a Manhattan flat for his six 
siblings. 

Manhattan's supreme court 
heard Justice David Saxe de¬ 
tail the sorry neglect that 
Culkm has suffered at the 
hands of his parents. Kit 
Culkm and Patrida Brentrup. 



Gui ld n: from cute child 
to teenage party animal 


The notoriously difficult 
oouple, whose only income 
came from 15 per cent “man¬ 
agement fees’* from the film 
careers of their children, have 
spent all their money suing 
each other. Justice Saxe said 
there was “a real possibility" 
that Macaulay and the other 
Culkin children would be left 
without a roof over their heads 
unless he overruled trust fund 
arrangements keeping the 
youngster from his millions. 

When Culkin made the film 
Home Alone in 1990 he was a 
cute ten-year-old said to have a 
future lined with gold and 
happiness. Today he is a beer- 
swilling, dgarette-sudting ad¬ 
olescent who has been used by 
his parents, robbed of his 
dignity and has lost his acting 
career. 

Justice Saxe said the Culkin 
parents "cannot be relied 
upon" and noted that rent on 
the four New York rity apart¬ 
ments where tiie children live 
had gone unpaid for months. 

Macaulay Culkin has be¬ 
come undisciplined and 
neighbours said his nine- : 
teenth-floor flat was “party 
central", comparing it to a 
railway station, such has been 
the litter and noise and traffic 
of strangers. 

Kieran Culkin. 14, is the 
only family member currently 
working in .films—co-starring 
in Freak the Mighty with 
Sharon Stone. - 


election was that voters did not 
believe the promises of tax cuts 
spliced awkwardly into Bob 
■Dole’s campaign message. In¬ 
stead. a promise to balance the 
budget, appeared to give Re¬ 
publican economic polides the 
image of prudence that char¬ 
acterised the party’s soda] 
policy. 

At the start of the new 


Congress, Republican leaders 
announced that a balanced 
budget amendment would be 
the centrepiece of . their agen¬ 
da. It would insert into the 
Constitution a requirement 
that the federal Government 
should match its spending and 
its income in 2002 and every 
year thereafter, unless three 
fifths of each house of Con¬ 


gress waived the rule. The 
plan should have received an 
extra boost on Monday from 
the Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice, the non-partisan body 
that prepares independent 
budget forecasts, which 
strongly criticised Mr Clin¬ 
ton's 1908 budget, now under 
debate by Congress. 

In the event, for the second 


Pressure grows for Gore fund inquiry 


Washington: Congress is 
stepping up efforts to force 
an independent investigation 
of Democratic fundraising 
as top Republicans focus 
attention on. whether A1 
Gore; the Vice-President 


broke the law (Tom Rhodes 
writes). Trent Lott, the Re¬ 
publican Senate majority 
leader, has introduced a res¬ 
olution demanding an inde¬ 
pendent counsel examine the 
1996 election campaign scan¬ 


dal and Mr Gore's alleged 

rote. A resolution vote today 
comes as the Senate Judicia¬ 
ry Committee prepared to 
insist that Janet Reno, the 
Attorney-General, agree to 

an independent inquiry. 


time in two years, the amend¬ 
ment fell just one vote short of 
the two thirds majority needed 
to pass Through the Senate. 
Republican strategists are ask¬ 
ing wearily what went wrong. 

In pan. Democrat senators 
backed the argument that 
rewriting the Constitution was 
too clumsy a tool for fashion¬ 
ing economic policy and 
would reduce the Govern¬ 
ment's flexibility in coping 
with recession. But in the end. 
the decisive factor was the 
public’s increasing fear, re¬ 
vealed in weekly polls, that 
social security and other gov¬ 
ernment benefits might be cut 
in order to bring the books 
into balance. 

Some Republicans were 
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President Clinton, in Arkadelphia. Arkansas, comforts Judy Sligh, whose business was destroyed by tornados 

Thousands flee as floods hit Midwest 


By Quentin Letts 

THOUSANDS of people were evacuated 
from their homes as severe floods, the 
worst for at least 33 years, hit the 
American Midwest Twenty-four Ohio, 
Indiana and Kentucky counties were 
declared disaster areas amid roof-high 
floods in the Ohio River valley. Tennes¬ 


see and West Virginia tributaries burst 
their banks, forcing whole towns to be 
railed out of bounds by exhausted 
emergency workers. 

The fast-flowing Ohio, rushing by with 
debris and battered vehicles, crested at 
12ft above normal flood levels yesterday. 
The floods were caused by heavy rains, 
and a forecast of further fain suggested 


that the worst may yet be to come. House- 
owners tried to move possessions into 
attics, but in towns such as West Point, at 
the confluence erf the Ohio and Salt 
rivers, there was nothing to be done. 
More than four-fifths of its houses were 
submerged- The floods resulted from the 
weather system that brought late snow to 
the Northeast and tornados to the South. 



muttering yesterday that the 
amendment might be resur¬ 
rected. But many others, re¬ 
membering Plow the party was 
savaged in the election cam¬ 
paign for proposing curbs on 
healthcare spending, are ner¬ 
vous of reawakening the per¬ 
ception that they support 
benefit cuts. 

They are probably right thaT 
a balanced budget" is rapidly 
losing its power as a symbol of 
probity. The central problem, 
which, die public has hazily 
recognised, is that social sec¬ 
urity and healthcare pro¬ 
grammes are due to run out of 
money early new century. Any 
government is likely to have to 
raise taxes, make cuts or run a 
deficit 


Turkish 
leader 
bows to 
militaiy 

from Agence Prance-Press e 

IN ANKARA 


TURKEY’S Islamist Prime 
Minister, Neemertin Erbakan, 
has signed a military-spon¬ 
sored plan for a crackdown cm 
pro-1 si ami c radicals, ending a 
stand-off with the powerful 
Army, a senior military offi¬ 
cial said yesterday. 

“The signing problem has 
been resolved." General llhan 
Kilic, the National Security 
Council’s secretary-general, 
said. 

The end of the stand-off had 
been disclosed moments earli¬ 
er by Tansu Ciller, the Foreign 
Minister. “The problem has 
been totally resolved," she was 
quoted by the Anatolia news 
agency as telling a meeting of 
her conservative True Path 
Party. 

A private Turkish television 
station also reported that Mr 
Erbakan had bowed to mili¬ 
tary pressure and signed the 
army-sponsored plan. 

The National Security 
Council indudes political 
leaders and senior officers 
from the militaiy, which re¬ 
gards itself as the guardian of 
Turkey's secular political 
system. 

Mr Erbakan’s decision to 
give in to the militaiy pressure 
came amid heightened ten¬ 
sion, caused after he rejected 
the 20-point military plan on 
Monday. 


Dampener 
on France’s 
new library 

Paris: Celebrations to mark 
the opening of France's grand 
new library, the Bibliotheque 
de France Francois Mitter¬ 
rand, have been dampened 
after officials admitted there 
had been a flood in its archives 
just a month after its inaugu¬ 
ration (Ben Macmtyre writes). 

Shelves of materials in the 
high-tech library were dam¬ 
aged when swamped by fire 
sprinklers reacting to a false 
alarm on January 26. The 
electronic detection system 
failed to monitor the flood. 

Koreas meet 

New York: North and South 
Korea held their first face-to- 
face peace talks for a quarter 
of a century yesterday in a 
three-way meeting with the 
United States at a hotel here 
flames Bone writes). US offici¬ 
als described the meeting as a 
"joint briefing" by America 
and South Korea on proposals 
for a four-power conference — 
to include China — aimed at 
concluding a peace treaty for¬ 
mally ending the Korean"War. 

Sikh victory 

Delhi: Relatives of Sikhs mas¬ 
sacred in Delhi 13 years ago 
after Sikh bodyguards mur¬ 
dered Indira Gandhi have 
received compensation (Chris¬ 
topher Thomas writes). The 
mostly paltry sums acknow¬ 
ledged official connivance in 
the murders. Senior Congress 
party politicians who urged 
the killings have been too 
powerful to prosecute. 

Seoul shuffle 

Seoul: President Kim Young 
Sam of South Korea appointed 
Kang Kyong Shik, 60, as Fi¬ 
nance Minister in a Cabinet 
reshuffle to deflect criticism of 
his handling of a slumping 
economy and a £3.6 billion 
loans scandal. The new Prime 
Minister, appointed on Tues¬ 
day, is Koh Kun. (Reuter) 

Art tug-of-war 

Moscow: Parliament here 
passed a law. attacked by the 
Russian and German Govern¬ 
ments and subject to presiden¬ 
tial approval, claiming own¬ 
ership of artworks seized from 
Nazi Germany. (Reuter) 


Legal & General 
takes a scalpel to 
healthcare costs 
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treatments, post-operative nursing and day care. It provides a renewable cash fund for 
dental, optical, maternity and other healthcare expenses. And it adds the pcace-of-mind 
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A cash fund for dental, optical and other healthcare expenses. 

Accident Insurance* 

A lump sum in the event of a disabling or fatal accident. 

*Available only to persons up h> 0n nun <>J age 
^Some benefits are subject to a qualifying /htomI 

AU 3 benefits in 1 for a small monthly sum. 

lifetime Health Car q from Legal & General 
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Tailor-made 
For Your 
Business! 


mm 






Get serious about your business with Gateway 2000. Large or 
small, companies love our impressive range of tailor-made PCs 
from state-of-the-art desktops and multi-talented 
multimedia systems to high-performance 
portables. Ail our systems arrive ready to 
. V run and they feature the latest technology 

from leading suppliers, configured for 
sdr maximum power and speed. We pride 
ourselves on offering the highest quality 
PCs at cost-effective prices. Well 
f* custom-build your PC with exactly the 
features you need. 

Enhance your office with the PS-150 
Take a look at the P5-150. With a tfOMHzIntel Pentium* 
processor, 16MB of SDRAM expandable to 64MB and a 1.2GB 
E1DE hard drive, it delivers all the power you need to work with 
maximum efficiency. Other features include a Mitsumi 12 speed 
CD-ROM. a 2MB SGRAM graphics accelerator and a package of 
pre-loaded Microsoft” software which now includes MS* Office 
97 Small Business Edition <SBE) Plus - perfect for dealing with 
all your office tasks. 

All this is backed up with our pride and joy, award-winning 
service and support, including; 

■ Free telephone technical support on all your hardware and 
software for as long as you own your PC. 

■ A 30-day no quibble money-back guarantee (shipping costs 
not refundable! plus Gateway 2000* warranties. 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 16MB SDRAM, expandable to 64MB 

■ 35" 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12X CD-ROM 

■ Western Digital"* 1.2GB E1DE Hard Drive 

■ Matrox" MGA 3D Graphics Accelerator 2MB SGRAM 

■ 15" CrystalScan* Colour Monilor* 

■ ATX Desktop Model 

■ Microsoft* Windows* 95105 Keyboard 

■ MS* Windows 95, MS Ioldliriiouse 

■ MS Office 97 Small Business Edition tSBE) Plus 

■ 3 Year limited Warranty 

£949 (£1149.15 inc. VAT & Delivery) 


Call our Friendly Sales Team now or call in to the 
Gateway 2000 Showroom, 10 Bedford Street, Cbvent 
Garden, London WC2E 9HE. You’ll be glad you did! 

Showroom Hqurs of Business: 

1230pm - 630 pm Mondays 
930 am-630pm Taesday - Friday 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 
Closed Sunday and Bank Holidays 




mmsammm 

V-'/ “KwrYif got a friend in the business. "* 

0800 74 2000 

http'i/www^w2Lc&Bk 


Pentium' 
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Sportsmen riding for a fall 







Dr Thomas Stuttaford on 

why so many sports stars 
develop arthritis; 
prescriptions that are 
thrown away; pain at low 
temperatures; surgery to 
make hands look younger; 
and new investigations into 
fertility and population 


I t is said that WQlie Carson was Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother’s favour¬ 
ite jockey, and she will not be the only 
racegoer to miss his distinctive voice 
and determined but personable manner. 
She will, however, be better than most at 
understanding and sympathising with his 
reasons for retiring. For the Queen Mother 
is, like Carson, no stranger to the aches and 
pains of arthritic joints. 

Carson. 54. had a terrible aoddent at the 
end of last year. He is reported to have said 
recently that his joints and bones have been 
so badly battered by a lifetime in and out of 
the saddle that it has left him with residual 
damage which makes it impossible to push 
himself hard enough to keep sufficiently fit 
to meet his own exacting . 
standards. 

Carson is only one of thou- Eve 
sands of athletes whose reward 
For a working life on the tracks dlHO 
and playing fields could be a raw 
of silver cups on the sideboard — S66TT 

and a pair of sticks by the door 
with which to hobble around the - 
house when they are older. 3 u - 

The comment of the orthopae- with 
die surgeon who said when Vvllll 
looking at the distorted, swollen, ■ - 
painful knees of a former inter- JOl 
national rugby player “bring me 
an athlete of 50. and 1 will 
demonstrate osteoarthritis" has gone into 
medical folklore. But it is only part of the 
story. 

Osteoarthritis is not confined only to 
sportsmen and women, or even to human 
beings. All vertebrate animals, other titan 
hats or sloths, may suffer from osteoarthri¬ 
tis. Even the joints of dinosaur skeletons 
have been eroded by it. It shows a racial 
bias; the Chinese, for instance, rarely suffer 
from osteoarthritis from the hips. 

Early signs of degenerative joint disease 
can be found in 10 per cent of people in their 
twenties. By the age of 40 the majority of 
knees and hips have X-ray evidence of 
osteoarthritis, and by 70 even the most 
slothful person who has never run after a 
bail, let alone ridden a horse, has some wear 
and tear in the joints. 

Osteoarthritis has been described as joint 
failure, a degenerative condition in which 
the cartilage of the joint surfaces can no 
longer cope with the stresses they have to 
bear. The [actors which contribute to this 
disease are multitudinous. The tendency to 
suffer osteoarthritis is genetic, but its advent 


Even the 
dinosaurs 
seemed to 
suffer 
with their 
joints 


may be triggered by many causes, ranging 
from minor congenital abnormalities of the 
skeleton which place joints under regular 
tension, to a wide variety of diseases. 

Other cases are brought on by endocrine 
abnormalities, by malignancy, by complex 
changes in the biochemistry of the body, or 
by overuse—whether as a footballer or as a 
farmworker. Particularly damaging to the 
joints are the traumas inflicted by such 
activities as steeplechasing, rugby football, 
or other contact sports. Doctors are not free 
of blame; osteoarthritis is a late conse¬ 
quence of most cases where there has been 
open surgery on a joint 
Patients want a drug- which will reduce 
tiie inflammation and therefore the pain in 
the asteoarthritic joint allowing 
them a good night’s sleep and 
l the frew. painless movement by 

day. Patients also want how- 
aurs ever, an anti-inflammatory drug 

which will not cause savage gut 
0*4 ache, diarrhoea, vomiting, or the 

c ' vt risk of a serious adverse reaction 

Pp_ resulting in perforation of the 

stomach or intestines, or a fatal 
li_ haemorrhage, 

ineil Two thousand people die each 

, year from taking anti-inflamma- 

ltS tory pills to treat arthritis — as 

_ many as do from cancer of the 

cervix. 

A better understanding of the mechanism 
of the enzyme system responsible for the 
inflammatory processes controlled by pros¬ 
taglandins in a diseased joint has enabled 
doctors to produce a whole new group of 
anti-inflammatory drugs. These will reduce 
the inflammation, and therefore pain in the 
joint without being likely to cause damage 
to the gastrointestinal tract or the kidneys, 
or to interfere with blood clotting. 

Most of these drugs will not be available 
for three or four years, but the first Mobic. 
is rapidly becoming established as a 
treatment of moderate to severe arthritis, 
including osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthri¬ 
tis and ankylosing spondylitis. An alterna¬ 
tive to Mobic is Arthrotec. which combines 
a gut protector with the anti-inflammatory 
drug. 

As yet neither Mobic nor Arthrotec are 
totally safe but they are very much safer 
than previous anti-inflamatoiy drugs. Now, 
whenever my back or other joints are too 
stiff or painful. I’ll take one of these two and 
will reject offers of other non-steroidal anti- 
infiamatory agents. 



won’t take 
their medicine 

H alf of patients with- scribed drugs. It was even 
serious chronic ill- - suggested that there might 
nesses do not take. : be foi .instinctive human 


Willie Carson riding near his home last week after announcing his retirement 


H alf of patients with. 

serious chronic ill- - 
nesses do not take, 
the medication which has 
been so carefully prescribed 

for them by their doctor, 
and so expensively provid¬ 
ed by the NHS. The pifls 
and potions lie decaying in 
bathroom cupboards, or 
are thrown airay. A year or 
two ago. one county collect¬ 
ed all unused prescriptions. 




a half. 

The cost of unused medi¬ 
cines extends far beyond the 
price of the prescription. 
Without carefully balanced 
treatment, the patient does 
not make the recovery ex¬ 
pected and in consequence 
may need yet more therapy. 
There is no better example 
of the failure of patients to 
take prescribed drugs titan 
is found in cases of high 
blood pressure. 

Although hypotensive 
therapy is lifesaving, only 
50 per cent bother with it so 
long as they are feeling 
well. When prescriptions 
are either not collected, or 
collected and abandoned, it 
is not only the doctor's time 
which is wasted. There is 
the additional clanger that 
tiie doctor gains a false 
impression of the efficacy of 
the treatment recommend¬ 
ed. and other patients may 
therefore be deprived of it. 

A joint two-year investi¬ 
gation by the Royal Phar¬ 
maceutical Society and a 
pharmaceutical company, 
Merck, Sharp and Dohm. 
into non-compliance , found 
that neither doctors nor 
patients were to blame in 
isolation. Their report raid, 
for this reason, the term 
patient compliance was dis¬ 
liked because ft seemed to 
attribute the problem only 
to tiie patient Doctors tend¬ 
ed to be too authoritarian 
and did not spend long 
enough explaining to the 
patient the nature of the 
illness and Its symptoms 
and the way in . which 
prescriptions would help. 

Patients did not under¬ 
stand the need to explore 
with the doctor their wor¬ 
ries about taking treatment 
and often had no intention 
of swallowing their pre¬ 


scribed drugs. It was e ven 
suggested that there might 
be. an instinctive human 
"reaction against ^swallow¬ 
ing chemicals, similar to 
that’ found, in cows, which 
will, leave tiie poisonous 
weeds ’in : a pasture. The 

may^ave an inborn warn¬ 
ing system- which makes 
them reluctant to take sub¬ 
stances which could* if talc- 


cause damage. 

Doctors' orders may be a 
-good exrose for feasting a 
party for an early, night of 
turning down the second 
helping of pudding, but it is 
a phrase which summons 
up an image of the worst 
type of doctar-jKftient 
relationship. 

My father, who epito¬ 
mised the Edwardian (foe- 
tor, was never ahle to come 
to terms with the approach 
of younger colleagues who 
treated their patients as if 
they were personal proper¬ 
ty. rather as farmers might 
think of their milk quota. 


A doctor, in his view, 
was there to give 
advice. The patient 
was at liberty to accept or 
ignore it. . If the 
patientswant opinion, or 
even to change their doctor, 
they are fully justified in 
doing so, and this should be 
accepted without ill will. 
Likewise, the doctor has 
every right to suggest to 
patients that they would be 
happier, and better served, 
by going elsewhere. 

The successful doctor- 
patient relationship existed 
in the past when both could 
sit down together and dis¬ 
cuss the problems, the rem¬ 
edies. or the lack of them, 
the side-effects of treatment 
and the likely outcome of 
the disease. 

It is Interesting that near¬ 
ly 100 years after my father 
qualified, die expert panel 
gathered together by the 
Royal Pharmaceutical Soci¬ 
ety has produced a report 
that recommends dealing 
with the problems of com¬ 
pliance which would incor¬ 
porate the approach of Dr 
Finlay or Dr Cameron, or 
my father in Norfolk. 


STRESSED? 

Relieve the stresses and 
strains of modern living 
with Valerina Day Time 

Stresses: 1. Anxieties, burdens, hassles, 
traumas, worries, strains. 

Tenseness: 1. Tautness, stretched tight; 

2. Subject to tension. 

Irritability: 1. Unusual sensitivity, annoyance, 
frustration, aggravation. 

Valerina Day Time is a traditional 
herbal remedy containing 400mg 
of valerian and 325mg of lemon 
balm. It eases tenseness and 
irritability, to help you through the 
stresses and strains of everyday 
life. Clinically researched Valerina 
Day Time will leave you calm and 
relaxed, ready to face even the 
busiest day. ___ 


EVERYONE has experienced agonising 
pain and colour changes in the hands 
and feet if they are badly chilled in cold 
weather. 

Patients with Raynaud’s Phenomenon 
are particularly liable to suffer these 
colour changes. They need not always be 
brought about by extreme cold, although 
they are worse in these conditions. 

With Raynaud’s Phenomenon the 
fingers — only rarely are the thumbs 
affected — are painful and undergo 
either biphasic or triphasic colour 
changes. They may go from livid bftze to 


Red, white and 
blue in the cold 

a bright red, and in patients suffering the 
triphasic changes the colour starts as a 
deathly pallor before changing to blue 
and then red. 

Raynaud's Phenomenon, when it is not 
precipitated by cold, may be associated 
with many other trigger factors, includ¬ 
ing smoking, high blood pressure, thy¬ 
roid problems and scleroderma and a 


host of other troubles. The syndrome is 
found more commonly in women than in 
men. 

The British Medical Journal has 
recently reported that Raynaud’s Phe¬ 
nomenon can also affect the nipples of 
pregnant women. " 

The agony some pregnant women 
suffer in their breasts in cold weather has 
often been described, but nobody had 
noticed previously that die nipples went 
through die same colour patterns, both 
biphasic or triphasic, as did the unfortu¬ 
nate woman's fingers- 


Old hands given new life 


OLD MASTERS were partic¬ 
ularly good at painting hands. 
Many a possible family trea¬ 
sure has been dismissed as a 
copy after an expert has seen it 
and explained that the hands 
“were just not good enough". 
The veins on the hands of the 
aged were so beautifully paint¬ 
ed that they not only added to 
the impact of the picture but 
were a clear guide to the 
sitter’s age. 

People’s ages are as much 
marked by their hands as they 
are by their necks or hair. 

What is moving in an Old 
Master is depressing to an 
actress, television presenter or 
hostess, who have no desire to 
look trail and elderly, but 
want to appear still dynamic, 
young and sexually appealing. 

Bags under the eyes and 
chicken skin around the neck 
can be removed, but hitherto 
the veins of the hands have 
been a giveaway, and many 
patients have even taken to 
wearing gloves to hide them. 
Two London surgeons. Stan¬ 
ley Rivlin, who operated on 
Baroness Thatcher's varicose 
veins, and his colleague ffaul 
Baskerville have now devised 


as#®. 



Albrecht Durer’s Hands 

an operation, cosmetic 
phlebectomy. which rids 
women of any hand veins that 
might betray their seniority. 

Small, nearly invisible inci¬ 
sions are made in the back of 
the hand — the incisions are so 
small that no stitches are 
needed. Through these inci¬ 
sions the veins are hooked out 
The patient is admitted for one 
night, bandages are worn for 
24 hours, the bruises are all 
gone within a week and the 
patient can thereafter hold her 
hands up anywhere. 


TALKING ABOUT 

SELENIUM! 


At last. Selenium, one of the most vital dietary supplements 
is being given the press it deserves! 

British Mmflcaf Journal and the Jowuaf of fta 
American Medical Association have both mriiBched 
astonishing pieces of research in the last two months. 
Tbefer resnlts Indkate that SekMuma is canBo-arotecOve. 
cancer preventing and can heto dobn, ^ 

However, as Dr Larry Clarke from the Arizona Cancer Centre 
‘ & i e r ,uni is different from most other 
nutrients m that you can t be sure how much Is in your diet - 
it vanes hugely in foodstuffs." 7 

Wth Heatthspan. you can be certain of getting the right 
amount of Selenium. Our tablets combine inOrrv-J 
Selenium with Vitamins A, C and E at 10096 of the GwwSLrrt 
Recommended Dally Allowance. wrernment 

They also come to you at unbeatable Tax-Free Prices direct 
from Guernsey, with no extra charge for Post andpS*^ 

' a sa»a« A YEAR'S 

SUPPLY OF 


\mm 


So when 
you want to 
relieve 
pressure, try 
Valerina 
Day Time. 


Sperm counts and fertility 




Relax, go to it . 


Always read the 
irtpackfeafkt 


Hlerina 1 




For more information on Vaterina Day Time, please CaHOT 81 580 8847 
Available at Boots, Holland & Barrett, chemists, and health food stores. 


ALTHOUGH there seems to 
be an obsession at present 
with sperm counts as an 
indication of man’s diminish¬ 
ing masculinity, there are still 
frequent questions about how 
true a measure they are of the 
fertility of a population. 

Further doubts on the rele¬ 
vance of an individual sperm 
count have been cast by a 
recent survey, which showed 
wide variations in the count 
from day to day, and even 
depended on which laborato¬ 
ry was involved. So before 
any man becomes too de¬ 
pressed about his fertility, and 
makes any decision about il, 
he should undergo tests. 


The Journal of Urology has 
published a study which 
shows that, despite present 
doubts, there is a real associ¬ 
ation between the average 
sperm count in a community 
and its birthrate. In a very 
large survey, urologists in 
Minnesota have compared 
sperm counts to birthrate 
there since 1971. 

When the average sperm 
count rises, so does the birth¬ 
rate. The link between an 
individual's single sperm 
count and his fertility may be 
questionable, bur if the count 
for the population as a whole 
is estimated, it is highly 
relevant 
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The McAlpine memoirs: Day Four - spending Christmas with Margaret Thatcher 



‘The Prime 
Minister 
immediately 

set about 
sorting out 
the 

fridge’ 


The interior of the Great Hall at Chequers where a log fire hlawvi 


CHRISTMAS AT CHEQUERS 



RomiUy and I always occupied a suite on the first floor of Chequers 



[he Christmas of 1983 I spent as 
usual with the Thatchers at 
Chequers. RomiUy and I would 
arrive at about II on Christmas 
Day, after calling in to see my parents at 
their home near Henley-on-Thames. The 
Christmas Day lunch party was usually 
composed of the Thatchers. Mark and 
Carol, and Denis’s sister, known as 
Auntie Joy. a delightfully down-to-earth 
character. 

Romilly and I were house guests and a 
variety of other people came to different 
Christmas lunches over the nine years 
that we stayed at Chequers. Regular 
attendees were Tim and Virginia Bell, 
Ronnie Miller, Sir Jack and lady Page, 
along with other people who were down 
on their luck or lived near by. Gordon 
Reece was often there on Christmas Day. 
Lunch went well as it always did, for 
Margaret Thatcher had a talent for 
maknig her guests feel at home. A great 
log fire,Mazed in the Great Hall a giant' 1 
Christmas tree filled cme part of it with its 
long drooping. brandies. Under them 
were die Thatcher family presents. 

There was always plenty to eat and 
drink and Margaret Thatcher was assidu¬ 


ous in seeing that you ate and drank it 
Denis was the most genial of hosts and 
there was a party spirit about the place. 

After a few drinks. It was into lunch, 
usually melon foUowed by turkey. A giant 
bird, ihe gift of the Smithfield traders, it 
was carried in by a chef, who then posed 
with the bird and the other staff for 
photographs. After that the Christmas 
pudding, a flaming ball topped with holly, 
which was carried hurriedly around the 
table. The wines were good and the food 
well cooked. Mince pies, brandy butter. 
Stilton — all were in abundance. Crackers 
were pulled, but the Prime Minister never 
put on a funny hat Photographs were 
taken by many of those present 

Then Jack ftige rose to read his poem, a 
poem that had been specially written for 
the occasion. At this point coffee was 
served and the Prime Minister began to 
fidget looking at her watch and moving 
uneasily in her chair. Jack Page’s poems 
were In fact sagas that ran and ran. The 
danger approached of a collision between 
he words of the Queen due on television 
at 3pm and the tail end of the Page poem. 
The Prime Minister stood up and we all 
hurried to the White Study to watch the 


Queen making 
her Christmas 
speech. 

The national 
anthem played 
and we all stood 
to attention. The 
speech over, the 
Prime Minister 
announced a 
walk to the 
Bothy, where the police who guard 
Chequers have their base. We carried 
with us Christmas cake and other 
refreshments. Some time was spent 
talking to the police, who had missed their 
Christmas guarding us. Then we set out 
for a brisk walk down the drive to wish 
the staff who lived in the cottages at the 
Churchill Gate happy Christmas. One 
year, the weather was unusually warm 
but ft changed suddenly to a rather cold 
Christmas Day. RomiUy was without a 
coat, so she asked to borrow one from 
Carol. Instead of lending her a coat of her 
own, Carol lent Romilly one of her 
mother's that was hanging in the hall 
cupboard. We were about halfway down 
the drive at a very exposed spot, when the 


Confessions of 

THATCHERS 
BAGMAN ^ 


detective who 
was walking 
with Romilly a 
yard or two in 
front of the 
Prime Minister 
said: “It's won¬ 
derful that you 
are wearing the 
coat toe PM 
wore to church 
this morning. You make a splendid decoy. 
It's a great help because we’re having 
trouble with toe security equipment 
today. It's not working properly.” 

Back at the house, tea is served and then 
the guests headed for home. When all toe 
guests had left, the staff were given the 
evening off. Romilly and I went to our 
room to change. We always occupied a 
suite on the first floor of Chequers, a large 
bedroom comfortably furnished and a 
smaller one adjoining it Both, rooms had 
their own bathrooms. The point of this 
layout was that in toe days of male Prime 
Ministers, who liked to stay up all night 
smoking and drinking and 1 suppose 
plotting, the male Cabinet member could 
return to his room without disturbing his 


wife. 1 remember Carla Thomeycroft, a 
frequent visitor to Chequers in Churchill’s 
day. telling me that she always knew 
when Peter came to bed next door by the 
smell of cigar smoke. 

D inner on Christmas night was 
a simple affair; usually toe six 
or so of us staying in the house 
sat at a round table in a bay 
window of the dining-room. A buffet was 
laid out smoked salmon, cold turkey, cold 
beef, salads, fruit and Christmas cake. 
One year, there was a large tin of caviare. 
Margaret Thatcher derided that this half- 
eaten tin should be put away in the fridge, 
so Romilly and the Prime Minister set out 
for the kitchens. After some trouble 
fumbling around in toe dark, they finally 
found the way to the kitchen. The fridge 
was on an industrial scale. Inside were 
half-eaten chickens and turkeys, mince 
pies and whole piles of fresh food. This 
will not do," said toe Prime Minister, who 
immediately set about sorting out the 
fridge and covering plates of food with 
clingfilm and silver foil. 1 laugh to think of 
the surprise the next day when the staff 
returned and found this transformation of 


the inside of the fridge. Boxing Day lunch 
was usually a more formal affair-1 would 
spend the morning in the library, which 
for me was bliss: toe collection of 
memorabilia at Chequers is wonderful. 
Lunch on Boxing Day was usually a 
buffet affair served on. round tables 
seating eight or ten people, set up in the 
Great Hall. The guests were a mixture of 
politicians and industrialists. 

Often they grumbled at being asked to 
leave their own houses on Boxing Day, 
but they came anyway. There are in 
London a group of people who flit around 
power as honeybees around lavender, 
collecting a little more power for them¬ 
selves at eadi encounter. There is no room 
for either sentiment or principle in the 
lives of the overly ambitious. I felt certain 
that there would have been a telephone 
call to Downing Street if an invitation to 
any of them was delayed in toe post 

•Extract from Once A Jolly 
Alistair McAlpine fOAlistair McAlpine. 
published ty Wetdenfeld & Nicolson on March 
13. at £20. Times readers can buy Once A Jolly 
Bagman; Memoirs of Alistair McAipine for jusr 
£16 fa saving of £4) by calling The Times 
Bookshop. 0990 134459 


Bagman by 
Alpine. 1997). 


The day I became an IRA target 


BY May 1990.1 had left my 
home at West Green In 
Hampshire. I had for some 
years been a target of the 
IRA and my house was 
vulnerable to attack. Some 
instinct encouraged me to 
move. I also moved my 
London residence. A week or 
so later in my hew London 
apartment, I woke, as usual 
just before 6am. I switched 
on the television and as 1 
began to increase the vol¬ 
ume. a house ruined by a 
bomb blast, came on the 
screen. Romilly, sitting in 
bed beside me, said: "That's 
West Green". So it was. Our 
last home bad been blown 
apart by an IRA bomb. 

It was an incredibly 
strange feeling, sitting there 
looking at a ruined house 
where, had we not left, we 
would have died. The tele¬ 
phone rang. It was the 
Prime Minister. She had 
also just seen toe 6am news. 


MEMORIES OF WEST GREEN 



Margaret and Denis Thatcher with Skye McAlpine 


She was very kind about the 
whole business. I am com¬ 
pelled to write, however, that 
I did not fed too badly about 
the house for I and my 
family were still alive. 

' The bomb had exploded 
under the window where 


Margaret Thatcher had 
stayed only four months 
before. That room was next 
to Skye's bedroom. Next the 
police called. “Do not move. 
Do not touch anything in the 
apartment." they said. In 
minutes, they arrived with 


dogs and equipment Our 
apartment was thoroughly 
searched. Soon the press 
began to ring me. I simply 
said: "It is a shame rhat the 
IRA these days, are going 
around blowing up beauti¬ 
ful old houses." 

Margaret Thatcher had 
visited "West Green several 
times, on the first occasion 
when our daughter Skye was 
very small. Skye look Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher by the hand 
and led her into the garden 
to play hide and seek. When 
I noticed that the Prime 
Minister was not around. I 
set out to look for her. 
Nobody seemed to know 
where she was. 1 found Mrs 
Thatcher in the garden, hid¬ 
ing behind hedges as Skye 
searched for her. Mrs 
Thatcher is naturally good 
with small children, treating 
them like miniature adults, 
which is what small children 
really enjoy. 


MICHAEL HESELTINE 


MICHAEL HESELTINE and 
his wife Anne visited us short¬ 
ly after he walked out of 
Margaret Thatcher'S Cabinet. 

I have always liked Michael 
personally, despite the fact 
that I do not agree with a 
single political idea that he has 
ever produced. 

I first met him. then one of 
Ted Heath's ministers, in 1973 
at a dinner party. He regaled 
the assembled company with • 
his views on the economy. 
Even then, it struck me that he 
was a man who felt that he 
could run everyone rise's busi¬ 
ness far better than they could. 

Years later I observed him as 
a Cabinet minister. Given the 
chance to run a ministry, and 
faced with making choices, he 
was Far from decisive. He is so 


different from me, he is a 
maker of sets, a checklist 
collector, a checklist politician. 
For myself, if 1 find a thing of 
beauty, 1 want more of that 
same thing. I am not remotely 
interested in making sets that 
include the boring and the 
banal just because they hap¬ 
pen to be pan of that set Nor 
am I inclined to avoid people 
who just happen to have views 
that contradict my own. 

I have not seen much of him 
since that time. In time he 
drove Margaret Thatcher 
from office. I bear him no 
malice for what he did, politics 
is a hard game and Heseltine 
was Thatcher’s enemy. It was 
toe treachery of those who 
failed to support her friends 
that brought her down. 


TOMORROW 


McAlpine on McAlpine: “My 
education at Stowe was a disaster" 


Yau ere not alone — 
54% of men offer 



What my older, wiser 
brother said about 
“IMPOTENCE” 


People who suffer from it 
get fed up. Just dunking about 
it makes it worse. And many 
prescribed drugs have adverse 
effects. But there are qualified 
people who now specialise in 
treating this embarrassing 
condition paml ea fy. I found 
them, be said, at The Medical 
Centre in Weymoatb Street, 
London win 3pa. Call them 
on 0171 637 2 . 0 x 8 , now! 



I PEUGEOT 

COMPREHENSIVE 
INSURANCE FROM 

£105 

1 O WN ERS 


Low Cost Insurance for Peugeots 

Tel: 0117 929 4971 NOW! 

or Phone your Nearest Branch at the Local Rate on 

0345 123111 

Ask far a quote on the Internet fttQW/www.hhh.co-uk 

til Hill House Hammond 

^ Over 250 Branches Nationwide 
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t inch delivery & VAT) 
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It’s time to 
pension off 
the State 

David Willetts hails the Lilley 
pension reforms as the greatest 
advance since Lloyd George 


yr 


T he concept of retirement 
was invented just over a 
century ago. It was fol¬ 
lowed by the first serious 
investigations of the case for a 
state retirement pension. The 
argument was that working 
men would not be able to save 
enough during their lives to 
keep them in their retirement, 
so the State should step in 
to run a pension scheme. The 
great economist Alfred Mar¬ 
shall gave evidence to the 
Royal Commission on the 
Aged Poor in 1893, and argued 
that it would be wrong to 
introduce any schemes that 
did “not contain in themselves 
the seeds for their own disap¬ 
pearance ... i should not like 
any institution started that did 
not contain in itself the causes 
which would make it shrivel 
up. as the causes of poverty 
shrivelled up." He looked for¬ 
ward to a time when people 
would be earning so much 
that it would be possible to 
expect them to save during 
their working lives for their 
own retirement. 

Now we are reaching that 
happy situation, with people 
on average earning enough to 
be able to save for their 
retirement. But ironically, we 
have been stalled by the iner¬ 
tia of the old system. The 

working population _ 

has been paying so 

much through the P6 

Stale's pay-as-you- . ... 

go system to current 

pensioners that it nrnm 

has been difficult to 

see how they could one I 

be expected to save 

for themselves on StTOl 

top. We appeared to 

be at an impasse. P® 

Yesterday, Peter Lil- mitis 

ley showed that he 

lias cracked that sinct 

problem. He has 

put forward one of 

the boldest and best policy 

initiatives since 1979. 

The next generation of 
people joining the workforce, 
in the new millennium, will 
get a rebate of their national 
insurant* contributions of E9 
a week plus 5 per cent of their 
earnings to pay into their own 
pension savings. They will still 
have to pay some contribu¬ 
tions to finance the pensions of 
the generation above them, 
which is entitled to a state 
pension that must obviously 
be protected. 

The net cost of the rebates is 
an extra £lf>0 million, cumu¬ 
lating every year to a maxi¬ 
mum eventual cost of around 
£7 billion a year — rather 
smaller than the rebates for 
people who contracted our of 
Serps in the mid 1980s. Peter 
lilley has held the total costs 
down by an ingenious shift in 
the tax rules, so that the next 
generation's pension contribu¬ 
tions will be paid out of taxed 
income but received tax free. 
This balances out for the 
individual over a lifetime, but 
helps the Government with its 
cashflow during the change¬ 
over to the new system. And 
the 1995 Pensions Act will yield 
savings of £13 billion a year, so 
Peter Lilley has already creat¬ 
ed scope for financing the 
transition. 

That is the technical bril¬ 
liance of what Peter Lilley is 
proposing. But whar is the big 
picture? The next generation is 


Peter 
LUley’s 
proposal is 
one of the 
strongest 
policy 
initiatives 
since 1979 
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being offered genuine security 
through a real fond for its pen¬ 
sions. A recent MORI survey 
showed that more young 
people expect to win the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery jackpot than 
believe they wiU ever get an 
adequate state pension. 

Instead of their pension 
ultimately resting on the 
State's power to tax, they will 
now have one secured on 
genuine private funds. Be¬ 
cause all young people will be 
in such schemes, private pen¬ 
sion providers will be able to 
hold down their administra¬ 
tive and advertising costs, 
which have brought such bad 
publicity to personal pensions. 
The Serial Security Depart¬ 
ment will be able to focus on 
what is rightly its responsi¬ 
bility — guaranteeing the ba¬ 
sic pension and helping the 
poorest pensioners. 

Peter LiUey has cautiously 
assumed that his proposals 
will have no impact on the 
overall performance of the 
economy. He is dutifully fol¬ 
lowing the conventional eco¬ 
nomic doctrine that capital 
markets are global so there 
need be no correlation be¬ 
tween the amounts a nation 
saves and its volume of invest- I 
menL The theory is that a low- 1 
saving country with a host of 
_ investment opportu¬ 
nities witt simply 
;er borrow to make up 

, the difference. But 

iys in practice there 

sal is does seem to be a 

strong correlation 
f the between savings 

and investment So 
gest if we save more we 

• may well invest 

more. If our growth 

lives rate “ lcreases even 

by just one twenti- 
1979 eth of a percentage 

point this will more 
than cover the costs 
of the rebates at their peak. 

T his opens up far work¬ 
ing families not Har¬ 
riet HarmanTs “chilling 
prospect", but the hope of 
pensions that grow along with 
the economy. Labour, by con¬ 
trast, advocates industry-wide 
second pension schemes on 
the Australian model. But how 
can civil servants define an 
“industry'’ for the purpose of 
collecting a pension in the year 
2040? The modem global 
economy makes the idea ab¬ 
surd. And also, as with Frank 
Field's proposals for a stake¬ 
holder second pension, trade 
union bosses and employers 
are expected to run the 
schemes through some sort of 
corpora list structure. It is re¬ 
markably backward-looking. 
Nothing beats personal own¬ 
ership, direct and clear. 

Back in 1911, Lloyd George 
fought an election when he 
brought in his national insur¬ 
ance scheme with the slogan of 
“nine pence for four pence". 
Now Pierer Lilley is offering 
£175 a week far E9 plus 5 per 
cent. It is a popular cry, and 
unlike Uoyd George's offer it 
is securely based on genuine 
saving. It lakes us yet farther 
towards the Toiy vision of a 
property-owning democracy, 
and it deserves to succeed. 

The author is chairman of 
the Conservative Research 
Department and MP for 
Havant. 





Alagwaytegb 

# I'm not too 
-fussed about 
pensions." 


Someway off 

“Er... perhaps 1 
Should think 
about pensions. 1 


Getting- dose 

4 I wish I'd 
thought earlier 
aboot pensions* 


The Election 
“Too late!" 


Stand up for bastards 


D avid Evans is an offensive 
comedian; he flunks he is 
being frank and manly 
when he is merely ex¬ 
pressing the ideas of a bully in 
the language of a down. He repre¬ 
sents a sweaty testosterone culture 
which rejects and perhaps fears 
women; such a culture is still quite 
strong in the world of professional 
athletes and refuse contractors in 
which he failed to grow up. It 
is an unpleasant one-sided and un¬ 
generous culture which does not 
deserve to be represented in Parlia¬ 
ment He has nothing to say which 
would make Britain a better place, 
and much to say which would make 
it a worse one. He is against women, 
blades and gays: they have every 
right to resent his prejudices, and to 
reject him. 

Yet infuriatingly, he has raised a 
real and serious issue. The form of 
his criticism of Melanie Johnson, the 
prospective Labour candidate for 
his Welywn Hatfield seat, was 
very unpleasant. But the underlying 
question is one of public concern. 
Miss Johnson has apparently been in 
a stable partnership for 18 years, and 
has had three children. She has not 
married the father of these children. 
She has had a useful public career 
as a magistrate, a manager in the 
National Health Service and a 
schools inspector- She was chosen for 
the constituency from a woman-only 
shortlist. 

David Evans coarsely expressed 
the fact that she had three children 
outside marriage, and said she had 
never had a proper job. Her reply 
is: "lYn standing for election, not 
my children. I'm horrified that he 
could stoop so low as to abuse my 
three children with this foul word. 
How many parents will agree with 
David Evans that inspecting schools 
and raising standards is not a 
proper job?” 

She has two valid points; David 
Evans should not have used abusive 
language about her children. 1/ being 
a schools inspector was a proper jab 
for Marthew Arnold, it is a proper job 
for her. However, th3t does not 
answer a third point. Her children 
are certainly in no way to blame for 
being bom outside marriage, but is 
she in any way to blame for not 
getting married to the partner of 18 
years, the father of her children? Has 
she disadvantaged her children? 
There are a number of possible 
answers to this. One is that it is a 
personal matter and that her possible 


The weakening of marriage is only part 
of a general weakening of the sense 
of responsibility towards children 


future constituents have no valid 
interest in it. Another is that co¬ 
habitation is as good as marriage for 
the welfare of the children. Yet 
another would be that there are some 
private circumstances which would 
have made marriage impossible, 
fliough it is hard to flunk what they 
noiw might be. 

In local terms, a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment is a role model. David Evans 
himself is a role model, if a disgrace¬ 
ful one. Miss Johnson is already an 
establishment figure, a schools in¬ 
spector and a magistrate, and she is 
putting herself forward to for election 

as an MP. She has _ 

apparently decided _ 

to have her family T\7711 

outside marriage. U/ y/j 

She may only be *** 

adding a single peb- LJ jj/jc 
ble to the heap of XjlvCv~ 
stones which marks 
modem marriage - - 

as unnecessary, but 
she has added her pebble. She is not 
only responsible to herself, to her 
partner and to her children; she is 
also unavoidably responsible to the 
public. If she wanted a purely private 
life, then, to put it bluntly, she should 
have stayed in private life. Her 
private derisions have public conse¬ 
quences. and are therefore a proper 
subject for public discussion. 

The implication of a preference for 
cohabitation over marriage is that 
there is an unwillingness of one part¬ 
ner or the other, or both, to commit id 
permanence, even when they have 
children. A far higher proportion of 
such partnerships break up even 
than of modem marriages. The 
option of breaking up is consciously 
preserved in such partnerships, how¬ 
ever loving and stable they may be: 
because that option has been retained 
there must always be a certain in¬ 
security. Although some good part¬ 
nerships will undoubtedly provide a 
better home for the children than 
some less good marriages, the gener¬ 
al rule is that partnerships are less 
secure than marriages while they last 
and are less likely to last 

There is overwhelming evidence 
from research that the effects of the 


break-up of partnerships or marri¬ 
ages are damaging to the lives of the 
children: they become more likely io 
underperform ar school, id fall ill. to 
come before the criminal courts, io 
fail to make stable relationships in 
their own adult lives, to become alco¬ 
holics, even to die prematurely. These 
are indeed only differences in statisti¬ 
cal probability, buT it is such statisti¬ 
cal probabilities which shape society. 
There is almost no social problem 
which is not aggravated by the high 
incidence of break-up and divorce, 
and partnerships are more likely to 
break up than marriages. Miss 

_ Johnson may be as¬ 
serting her right to 
* lead her own life if 

HZftl she c ^ l00ses * to* 1 

j I ' v more general state- 

A/\fT(T ment that she seems 

VJL UjljL 10 be making is that 

GO marriage is not es- 

— sential for family 

life: that is an anti¬ 
social siatemenf. To criticise her 
arrangements should never be 

turned into a criticism of her child¬ 
ren, but without further explanation, 
it can be a legitimate criticism of her. 

S he is of course nor the only 
role model to be reluctant to 
accept the full social responsi¬ 
bility of the role. The Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury is an excel¬ 
lent role model himself, and recog¬ 
nises his own responsibility, but he 
seems to be remarkably relaxed 
about the responsibility of bishops. 
The Bishop of Birmingham, Mark 
Santer, is a widower; he has derided 
to many a divorced person in a 
register office because such a mar¬ 
riage would not be accepted in the 
Church of England. 

Everyone will feel personal sympa¬ 
thy for his position. His private hap¬ 
piness is an important consideration; 
no doubt if he were counselling a 
member of his congregation he 
would do so with compassion and un¬ 
derstanding. But he is not just a 
member of the congregation. He is a 
bishop of a Church which is still 
fighting a rearguard action against 
divorce and the destruction of family 


life. For him to many in an entirely 
secular procedure is to set an exam¬ 
ple that such marriages are accept¬ 
able and that divorce is acceptable. A 
generation ago it would be unthink¬ 
able for a bishop to go through what 
is. in the eyes of his Church, an inva¬ 
lid marriage. We can equally feel per¬ 
sonal sympathy with the Prince of 
Wales, but if he were, as a divorced 
man. to marry a divorced woman, 
thar too would make him to that ex- 
renr a negative role model for society. 

We live in an age which has tried 
excessively hard to eliminate absolute 
rules. The absolute rule about mar¬ 
riage is that it is a lifelong and 
unlimited commitment. When both 
parties to a marriage perceive it in 
that way. it is much easier for them to 
maintain n. If you know that mar¬ 
riage is absolute, temporary prob¬ 
lems are likely to remain just that. 
This is the great inferiority of non- 
married partnerships, and it is the 
great weakness of divorce. If the 
door is always ajar, there will al¬ 
ways be the possibility that one or 
other partner will leave through it 
each temporary problem requires 
another permanent decision and 
sooner or later the temporary dif¬ 
ference is as likely than not to be 
seen as irreconcilable. A loose struc¬ 
ture of marriage, which has been 
made looser by this Government’s 
"no fault” divorce laws, or mere 
cohabitation is much weaker than 
real marriage, and therefore much 
more difficult for the partners to 
maintain. 

It is not however, the partners who 
usually suffer most when marriages 
break up, but the children. Their 
suffering can last a lifetime. The 
modern weakening of marriage is 
only a part of a general weakening of 
the sense of responsibility towards 
children; that does so much harm 1 
and causes so much pain that it is 
hard to forgive. Apparently Kevin 
Costner has said that he will never 
feel like a real father to the person 
who is called his "love child". Has he 
any idea of what that remark may do 
to tfie life for which he is inescapably 
and permanently responsible? If you 
are not prepared to be a real father, 
you should not father the child; if you 
are not prepared to be a real mother, 
you should not become pregnant. Sex 
is an act with consequences that can 
stretch 80 or more years into the 
future; permanent marriage has the 
great advantage of being able to 
contain that unique responsibility. 
Nothing else can. 


Acting officers 


MUTINY has been narrowly 
averted down at Sandhurst, where 
the officers have seen off some 


Happily, after some polite nego¬ 
tiation. military decorum is safe. 
"The production team will be 


impertinent behaviour from the .arriving early and will film with 


television programme Soldier. 
Soldier. Producers from the pro¬ 
gramme had asked to film at the 
110th Royal Military'Academy and 
Staff College point-to-point This 
annual event ar Tweseldown race¬ 
course in Hampshire, where 
young officers go clattering over 
the fences, is one of the highlights 
of the Sandhurst calendar. 

When news reached the barrack- 
room a rearguard was Instantly 
formed. “This is a horse-racing 
event not a film set” says one 
involved with die event. "We were 
certainly not going to have them 
stopping the horses every five 
minutes so they could waltz on and 
do their thespian things. And there 
was absolutely no way anyone was 
going to agree to be herded about 
like extras by some pushy film 
director with a megaphone." 

it is a mess joke whenever 
actors from the programme come 
to scramble over the Sandhurst 
assault course. All this despite the 

fact that the Army's official line is 
to support the show for its recruit¬ 
ment value. 


two fixed cameras. There will be no 
disruptions.” says a racecourse 
official. 

• Surprise at the BBC as it reveals 
the three stars of its general 
election line-up: John Humphrys, 
Jeremy Paxman and (drums roll) 




Sybil Ruscoe of Radio 5 Live. “ National ” dropped 
As one within the BBC puts it: reasons. Lord Mon 
“ It's as if the Tories came out and morris. Labour's ed 
said ‘We've got John Major. Mich- observed: "It will n 
ael Heseltine and Dame Elaine Quacker rather than 
Kellet-Bownan."' 

Fat chance 


certainly isn't that. What’s more, 
he's far too angular." 

Happily, the choice of Derek 
Jacobi to play Francis Bacon wins 
Parson's approval; "Jacobi is 
spot on for the role. He bears a 
remarkable resemblance to the 
artist." 

• Late at night in the Lords the 
other day. the Bishop ofRipon sug¬ 
gested a change to the name of the 
Qualifications and National Cur¬ 
riculum Authority. He wanted the 
“ National " dropped for technical 
reasons. Lord Morris of Castle- 
morris, Labour's education man. 
observed: "It will now be called 
Quacker rather than Quanker." 



Labour’s 
spring of 

discontent 

Striking teachers 
are a portent, says 

Magnus linklater 


I Hke the expression "a cloud no 
bigger than a man’s hand". It's 
just enough to suggest that a 
raincoat would be advisable — and 
that is how I picture the fraternal del¬ 
egates as they congregate in Inver¬ 
ness tomorrow for Labour's last party 
conference before the election. With a 
substantial lead in the polls, and the 
Wirral by-election to confirm it, the 
mood should be one of exhilaration — 
and I dare say that will prevail. But 
when Tony Blair addresses the 
Scottish Conference in the afternoon, 
I doubt if Sheffield-style trium¬ 
phalism will be on the agenda. 

Some strange things are happen¬ 
ing, which carry warning signals for 
Labour beyond the Scottish border. 
The dust will barely have settled on a 
one-day teachers’ strike in Glasgow, 
which dosed most of the city's 400 
schools yesterday. Two more are 
planned later this month. In Edin¬ 
burgh. strike action may disrupt the 
dty council's budget meeting today. 
Throughout the country, up to 20.000 
local government officers were ex¬ 
pected to strike over planned job cuts. 
Remember, these are all Labour- 
controlled councils, where the. very 
phrase “compulsory redundancies" is 
heresy. The result is a springtime of 
discontent, which could well turn into 
a long summer of protest unless 
something is done to reverse the effect 
of massive cuts and court cil rax 
increases of up to 22 per cent. 

And yeL what comfort will the 
delegates be offered in Inverness this 
weekend? Blaming the Government 
is one thing. Explaining what Labour 
will do about it is quite another. 
There are uncomfortable signs that 
the public is losing confidence in the 
party's ability on both scores. An 
opinion poll earlier this week in the 
Herald showed Labour down by a 
fairly serious six points, the second 
successive drop it has recorded. The 
paper ascribed the fall-off almost 
entirely to Gordon Brown's bleak 
announcement that there would be 
no increase in income tax levels and 
no rise in public spending under 
Labour what may be good'news in 
Middle England has gone down less 
well North of the border. 

At the same rime, the line that this 
is all the Government's fault is failing 
to convince the public. The same poll 
showed that voters hold both sides — 
local and national — almost equally 
responsible for the crisis. And they no 
longer believe that a Labour govern¬ 
ment would provide any more in the 
way of funding. The electorate is be¬ 
coming very well informed and very 
cynical — a dangerous combination. 


A t rhe same time, the expecta¬ 
tion of better things ahead 
remains enormously high. 
Education shows up as the top 
priority For reform, backed by evid¬ 
ence on the streets. The turnout of 
demonstrators yesterday was far 
greater than anyone had anticipated, 
and it included parents as well as 
school staff. Sympathy for the teach¬ 
ers has not dried up. as it seems to 
have done in England; even the 
leader of Glasgow council, whose 
cuts are at the centre of the protest, 
said he thinks die teachers have a 
case. At party level, the emphasis 
remains determinedly old Labour: to 
judge from the glossy brochure for 
this week’s conference, there is little 
to suggest that new labour's lessons 
of thrift and discipline have made 
significant progress. The trade union 
advertisements speak of “defending 
public services . . . fighting for a 
socialist agenda ... full employment 
and dignity at work ... a national 
minimum wage to tackle poverty and 
inequality’'. 

So Labour's attempts to reassure 
its party' faithful, while at the same 
time insisting that no new money is 
available, begin to sound like a 
gagged man trying to make himself 
understood. Frantic head signals and 
a son of strangled moaning is all that 
emerges. George Robertson, the Sha- 
dnw Secretary of state, indicates that 
there will be “different spending pri¬ 
orities", that choices "will begin to 
transform local government ser¬ 
vices . There will be smaller classes 
m primary schools, bur these, it is 
said, wall be paid for by abolishing 
the Assisted Places Scheme (which, in 
its short life, has become surprisingly 
popularj and scrapping the nursery 
^ouchcr scheme. There is no mentioh 
^i^ n reailt >' I ahead: that schools in 
Glasgow will have to be closed be- 

ih™. are si . in P , y 100 many of 
ihem. that compulsory redundances 
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James Bond has given up his Aston Martin for a Jaguar 


Cm ----- 

Tve decided to settle your 
dismissal out of courT 


NO RISK of typecasting for the 
forthcoming film of Gilded Gutter 
Life, the memoirs of the art his¬ 
torian Daniel Farson. Decades of 
inspecting the bottoms of wine 
glasses around Soho have taken 
their toll on Parson's jowls. Yet the 
rather more chisel led Rupert Ever¬ 
ett. star of Another Country and 
The Comfort of Srrangers, has 
been asked to play him. 

"I was very impressed by Ever¬ 
ett." Farson tells me. "but he was 
not quite me. I was very naive 
when I first hit Soho and Rupert 


A HIGHLY secretive 70th birthday 
party' for the philanthropist John 
Paul Getty takes pi are tonight. He 
has chosen to spend £45.000 cele¬ 
brating at rhe relaunched Cafe de 
Paris in Leicester Square, a low- 
rent sort of place Full of dark velvet 
and shady customers. 

The theme will be “Introduction 
to Summer" and the 300 diners 
will start with foie gras with avo¬ 
cado and French-bean salad, sea 
bass and lobster en craufc. and to 
round off. something called Carib¬ 
bean chocolate duo. By way of a 
surprise, the Cafe de* Paris in¬ 


tends to present Getty' with honor¬ 
ary membership, which will save 
him £300. 


XK8 007 


FOR the next series of James Bond 
books, 007 will be driving a Jag¬ 
uar. After the sacrilege of the 
BMW driven by Pierre Brosnan 
in Goldeneye. Raymond Benson, 
who has been commissioned by the 
lan Fleming estate to write the next 
few Bond bonks, has been in talks 
with Jaguar about designing rhe 
new Bond car. 


He wants something to rival the 
classic Aston Martin DB5 for knee- 
trembling glamour, yei with a 
modern twist. 

“The XKS is top of the list ar rhe 
momenr," says Jaguar, which is 
now owned by the American Ford 
company. "We are helping Benson 
with the design and ideas for all 
the gizmos and gimmicks. We have 
suggested how the car might real¬ 
istically be modified to include ex¬ 
ploding hubcaps and orher bits 
and pieces." 
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where Laiey has marched. Labour should follow Devolution for Scotland and the integrity of the UK 


E?P^ion proposals have 

«2Sw It ain® U *i. 0 ^ frCSh *** into stale, 
of Preelection politick 
These reforms are a radical solution to a 

rtlfok show a fineness to 

Parliament or toe next 
SLSSJ^ST Bntam tobea n innovator 
ahead of its European partners. In sum. they 
areannan^le of good government 

Whether they prove to be good politics is 

' T ° present a ««n- 
gmted and far-reaching plan just weeks 
before a general election is certainly curious 
tID } in 2-.Thi s js no little nugget to tempt the 
voters; md eed it will cost the taxpayer money 
for some SOodd years. But it is a genuine 
attempt to grapple with the biggest public 
spending problem that governments of all 

shades will face over the next century. 

Bntain has nothing like the “pensions 
timebomb" that some other European 
countries face. Because this country’s demo¬ 
graphics are more favourable, and the 
pension age for women is to be raised, we 
shall have a healthier ratio of workers to 
pensioners. Because the basic state pension 
has been linked to prices rather than 
earnings, it costs the state less. And because 
the British have saved more for their 
retirement in occupational and private 
pensions than the rest of the EU put 
together, the burden on the taxpayer will be 
smaller. But, all that said, pensions are still 
set to take up an ever bigger share of the 
already-growing social security budget un¬ 
less something is done. 

The rationale for paying every citizen the 
same pension is also starting to fade. When 
the state pension was invented, life expectan¬ 
cy at retirement was only a few years. There 
were few occupational or private alternat¬ 
ives; so old age was closely correlated with 
poverty. Now that second pensions are so 
much more common, the old are much less 
likely to be poor. But the cost of paying ever¬ 
ybody a pension for the many more years 
before they die will become prohibitive. 

The effect of Mr Lilley’s reforms is that, 
having given people a rebate throughout 
their working lives, the state will step in only 
to provide a safety net for those whose pen¬ 


sion funds fail them. This should eventually 
cut £40 billion a year from the projected £50 
billion which the current system would 
otherwise cost — but not until 2060. 
Meanwhile, the taxpayer will have to pay 
twice over, providing pensions to everyone 
who retires before then, and paying rebates 
to the people in the new scheme. The net cost 
of this will peak at £7 billion a year. 

It is this cost that has always deterred 
pension reformers in the past And h is on 
toe basis of this cost that Labour is opposing 
the proposals. Mr Lflley has managed to 
make it smaller than it would otherwise 
haw been, by taxing pension contributions 
during people^ working lives in return for 
not taxing their pensions when they retire. 
But it is still a burden that this working 
generation will have to swallow. 

Many will consider it a price worth 
paying. For the new scheme has attractions 
beyond its eventual large savings to toe 
Exchequer. It will allow people to own the 
whole of their pensions, instead of trusting 
some future government to abide by its 
predecessors’ promises. Everyone will have 
a visible stake in the economy — and then- 
pensions should rise in line with economic 
growth instead of merely with inflation. 
Unless the economy collapses or pension 
funds are run by crooks, most people will be 
much better off in retirement And toe 
Government’s guarantee limits the risk. 

If this scheme is to work, however, private 
pension providers must be tightly regulated. 
Otherwise they will be tempted either to 
overcharge customers or to opt for high-risk 
investments in the knowledge that the state i 
will step in if they go wrong. Consumer con- i 
fidence in toe sector is currently low. It will 
have to be revived by tougher supervision. 

Despite Labour’s promises to be more 
radical than the Tories on welfare reform, 
the party’s reaction shows it to be less 
forward-thinking. It is perhaps understand¬ 
able that an Opposition used to planning 
ahead only until toe election and a bit 
beyond should find it hard to appreciate the 
value of savings in 2060. But all welfare re¬ 
form is painfully long-term. If Labour wants 
to be radical, it needs to adjust its sights. 


SWISS ATONEMENT 

Welcome words in the best of traditions 


Rarely does one look for statesmanship from 
Switzerland or a visionary speech that ranks 
with the great declarations of European 
politics. But the address, yesterday by 
President KoDer to toe Federal Assembly, 
confronting Switzerland’s wartime role, 
treatment of Jewish asylum-seekers and 
dubious financial dealings with Nazi 
Germany, is a profoundly moving state¬ 
ment It can be compared to the cathartic 
acknowledgement by Richard von Weiz- 
s acker, the former German President, of 
German wartime knowledge of the Holo¬ 
caust. Both men have faced the darkest 
periods of their country^ history and 
redeemed some of their nation’s honour. 

Mr Roller noted that in the past few 
months the Swiss have been accused of 
dishonesty, stubbornness and arrogance; 
that the country’s reputation has • been 
tainted by the global impression that it 
enriched itself from the wan and that this 
severe criticism went to the foundation of 
Switzerland's economic values and its 
perception of ethics and morality. His 
countrymen, he noted, had reacted with 
outrage and bewilderment surely they were 
less guilty than those who organised the 
deportations or gave vent to anti-Semitism? 
Others were questioning the ■ value of 
Switzerland’s wartime strategy. Was the 
country now paying neutrality’s price? 

He acknowledged that Switzerland’s mal¬ 
adroit response had only made matters 
worse. Instead, he insisted, the past should 
be approached in a spirit of humility 
Switzerland’s reactions had been slow and 
defensive, giving the impression that only 
under pressure was it willing to deal com¬ 


prehensively with its past. His words go to 
the nub of toe antagonism Switzerland has 
evoked among Jewish groups; they also con¬ 
trast" starkly with the stance taken by his 
hapless predecessor, Jean-Pascal Delamu- 
raz. who accused world Jewry of blackmail. 

The sum now being offered to aid victims 
of human rights abuses, catastrophes and 
the Holocaust is enormous: if adopted by 
parliament toe gold reserves set aside will 
amount to some seven billion Swiss francs, 
generating several hundred million francs a 
year for needy recipients. This would be an 
undertoking as munificent and high-minded 
as that other monument to Swiss humani¬ 
tarian commitment the International Com¬ 
mittee of the Red Cross. Mr Roller linked the 
gesture to Swiss gratitude for having been 
spared two World Wars. In truth, it is also 
an attempt to pre-empt the likely findings of 
toe committee of historians that Switzerland 
acted disgracefully in turning away Jews 
and profiting from their persecution. 

The importance of this atonement lies not 
in the sum offered, generous though it is. It 
is in toe recognition that an historic wrong 
must be acknowledged. The behaviour of 
nations is remembered long after their guilty 
citizens die. The implications of Mr Roller’s 
proposal, however, are even more far- 
reaching. They bring home to the Swiss, for 
the first time in centuries, that toe Alps do 
not shield them from world opinion nor is 
neutral isolationism always toe best policy. 
Little by little, Switzerland is reaching out to 
the world beyond its borders. The Govern¬ 
ment's initiative will do much to broaden the 
narrow-mindedness that, in recent months, 
has served toe Swiss so ill. 


THE DREAM TERRINE 

If you can’t stand the meat get out of the laboratory 


, quail? Is it a chicken? No, It’S a 
ti! Neuroscientists in California have 
I a quail with a chicken. However, 
urpose is not to create a lumbering 

inggame bird as first a bigger target, 
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wild unlikely. And their offspring would be 
tricky to catch, and have too strong a flavour 
for all except the superstitious who follow 
the virile diet of “you are what you eat". 

But before now free-range chickens have 
disappeared into the rhododendrons for a 
month, and reappeared with a clutch of 
chicks that look suspiciously like pheasants. 
Potatoes have already been crossed with 
tomatoes, more successfully than their 
pronunciations have been matched across 
toe Atlantic. Scientists may yet breed the 
ingredients for veal and ham pie on the hoof 
or trotter. And in the long ran, the stir-fry’s 
the limit Sage and onion already grow 
together like a big toe and bunion. A Sole 
Cardinal hybrid could avoid unpleasantness 
in the fish kettle, if only lobsters mated more 
easily. Eventually, crossing the kingdoms as 
well as the species, fish and chips? 

In this brave new cuisine, there will be 
initial misunderstandings. When Marilyn 
Monroe was married to Arthur Miller, his 
mother always made matzo ball soup. After 
toe tenth time, Marilyn said: “Gee, Arthur, 
these matzo balls are pretty nice, but isn’t 
there any other part of toe matzo you can 
eat?” Man is the animal that cooks. And 
good cooking has been an art since the Stone 
Age. In the Clone Age it has also become a 
science at the crossing edge. 


Front the Shadow Secretary of State 
for Scotland 

Sir, Matthew Parris (“The West Lothi¬ 
an nightmare”, February 28; see also 
letters, February 15.21,25.28} paints a 
fearsome scenario based on an auto¬ 
matic tension between a devolved Par¬ 
liament in Edinburgh and toe Parlia¬ 
ment at Westminster. I’d like him to 
consider two alternative futuristic ar¬ 
ticles based on more realistic scenar¬ 
ios. 

The first is the return at the next 
election of the Conservative Party with 
an even more diminished presence in 
Scotland. At toe moment they rule 
Scotland and take every single legis¬ 
lative, administrative and executive 
decision with 15 per cent in the polls 
and only ten of the 72 seats. 

In a fifth Tory term we can expect 
no constitutional change and the 
views of the vast majority of toe Scot¬ 
tish electors to be again ignored and 
defied. The sole offer is the farcical 
travelling Scottish Grand Committee 
held up by toe Director of the Conser¬ 
vative Political Centre, Alistair B. 
Cooke (letter. Februaiy 28). as the 
Tory answer to devolution. 

Does anyone imagine that this 
would be a formula for stability in the 
United Kingdom? What conclusion 
will the Scottish people take from the 
denial of any devolution for them 
when the Prime Minister himself con¬ 
tinues to offer legislative devolution to 
Northern Ireland? Would not the ten¬ 
sions arising from this scenario be a 
more plausible, and more frightening, 
basis to fuel some Matthew Parris 
nightmare for the integrity of toe UK? 

The second scenario might be con¬ 
structed on the fact that what Labour 
is offering is by far toe favoured op¬ 
tion of the Scottish people. It might 
note that the derision to go ahead with 
the project will be subject to a referen¬ 
dum to obtain toe specific consent of 
The Scots to what is proposed. 

It might also build into the specula¬ 
tion that since democratisation of the 
existing bureaucratic devolution in 
Scotland is what the people want, they 
will live with their own derision and 
its consequences. After all, toe Scot¬ 
tish people have lived without revolu¬ 
tion for the Iasi 18 years as laws affect¬ 
ing only Scotland, like the poll tax, 
were made by an English Toty major¬ 
ity. 

The devolution proposals for Scot¬ 
land are safe, sensible and thought- 
through; they were the subject of de¬ 
tailed debate and agreement in a con¬ 
stitutional convention which included 
toe Liberal Democrats, the Scottish 
churches, trade unions, elected coun¬ 
cillors and the widest group of civic 
organisations ever before assembled 
in Scotland on this issue. 

In contrast, the unbending and in- 


MP’s gaffe 

From Mr Martin Hasseck 

Sir, The most disturbing aspect of 
David Evans's sexist and racist dia¬ 
tribe (reports. March 5) is the fact that 
many of his constituents, subse¬ 
quently interviewed by the media, 
claimed that his comments represent¬ 
ed vnv populi. 

If there is any truth in this we are in 
dire trouble. 

Yours faithfully. 

MARTIN HASSECK. 

104 Holders Hill Road. NW4. 

March 5. 

Fmm Mr John B. Birchell Hughes 

Sir. Surely, in echoing the Prime Min¬ 
ister's own robust affections. Mr 
David Evans. MP. was merely em¬ 
phasising the Johnson family's legiti¬ 
macy for Cabinet office? 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN B. BIRCHELL HUGHES. 

35 Buckingham Gate, SWI. 

March 5. 


Politics of fear 

From Mr Ronald Kellman 

Sir. Peter Riddell suggests (March 1} 
that die Tories’only hope is to frighten 
the voter* back. 

Churchill tried fright in the 1945 
election when he said that the return 
of a Labour government meant that a 
Gestapo inter alia would descend 
upon us. A terrifying thought at that 
time. 

Election result? A Labour landslide 
victory! QED. 

Yours fairhfully, 

RONALD KELLMAN. 

37 Larks Meade, 

Earley. Reading. Berkshire. 

March 3. 


Planning 'propriety 

From the President of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute 

Sir. You report today that John Cum¬ 
mer believes local planning authority 
decisions on sires for social huusing 
are being determined more by pol¬ 
itical and electoral considerations 
than by planning ones. 

We realise that this view is held by 
some: indeed that is one of the reasons 
why Ihe Nolan committee is looking at 
the planning system. However, we 
have no evidence that it is based on 
anything other than anecdotal com¬ 
ment's and we would welcome the Sec¬ 
retary of State backing up his claims 
with such evidence. 

Planning authorities, rather than 
being reluctant to do their test to 
make such sites available, are in fact 


sensitive “no-change” attitude of the 
Conservatives betrays the kind of 
arrogant contempt for reasonable 
change which is the real enemy of toe 
unity of our country. 

Yours sincerely. 

GEORGE ROBERTSON. 

Shadow Secretary of State 
for Scotland, 

House of Commons. 

March 2- 

From Professor Vernon Bogdanor 

Sir. Of all the arguments against a 
Scottish Parliament, none can be 
more preposterous than Alistair 
Cooke’s claim that toe “expansion of 
the Scottish Grand Committee” is it¬ 
self a form of devolution because **ii 
can deal with all Scottish legislation” 
and “it can call all ministers (not just 
Scottish Office ministers) to account” 
That is just what it cannot do. 

When, in November 1995, MPs ask¬ 
ed whether toe committee could block 
nursery vouchers in Scotland, Mich¬ 
ael Forsyth, the Scottish Secretary, 
said No. since “the absolute Westmin¬ 
ster veto over Scottish business re¬ 
mains” and “the Scottish Grand Com¬ 
mittee is not a Scottish Parliament”. 

It is difficult to understand why our 
supposedly flexible constitution sud¬ 
denly becomes inflexible when it is 
called upon to meet the claims of 
Scots, and perhaps others also, for 
greater autonomy. In Italy, five re¬ 
gions, including Sidly and Sardinia, 
enjoyed autonomy for 22 years before 
it was granted to other regions. In 
Spain, Catalonia and the Basque 
country gained autonomy before 
other regions. Yet no one proposed a 
West Sardinian Question or a West 
Catalonian Question; nor were Spain 
or Italy on the verge of break-up. 

Home Rule in Greenland and the 
Faeroes allows them to remain out¬ 
side the European Union, while Den¬ 
mark remains a member state. Yet no¬ 
thing is ever heard of a West Green¬ 
land Question: and nor is Denmark 
about to disintegrate. 

Experience in Western Europe 
shows that Lord Jenkins of Hillhead 
(letter. February 25) is right, and that 
conciliating nations and regions with 
strong identities serves to contain sep¬ 
aratism rather than stimulating it If 
that is correct, then devolution wall 
strengthen toe United Kingdom, not 
weaken it 

Yours faithfully, 

VERNON BOGDANOR. 

Brasenose College, Oxford. 

March 1. 

From Professor Emeritus 
Sir Harry Hinsley, FBA 

Sir, In the intensifying debate about 
devolution reference seems never to be 


Nato enlargement 

From Sir Brian Bander 

Sir. Sir Bryan Cartledge (letter, Feb¬ 
ruary 26) argues persuasively for 
Nato enlargement to embrace Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech Republic as a 
means of redeeming toe debt of hon¬ 
our incurred by toe West at Munich 
and at Yalta [other letters, February 
12.17, March 3J. It is useful to be re¬ 
minded of past promises that we in 
the West, or our parents and grand¬ 
parents. failed ro keep. 

When I served as a diplomat in Po¬ 
land in the 1980s, before the Wall 
came down, 1 sometimes had to re¬ 
mind visiting parliamentarians and 
others that nostalgic reminiscences 
about Britain’s declaration of war in 
September 1939 in toe cause of Polish 
independence cut little ice with Poles 
who had expected Britain and France 
to come to their aid at that time but 
had been cruelly disappointed. Our 
pre-war defence guarantees to Austra¬ 
lia proved similarly impossible to 
fijtfil. 

Certainly it would help to right the 
Polish wrong if we were to extend the 
protection of the Nato guarantee now 
to Poland — and prepared genuinely 
to honour it if and when necessary. 
But to give yet another well-meant 


Full house 

From Dr John H. Greensmith 

Sir, Really. Mr Harries-Harris (letter, 
March 1): 5.8 people turning up to 
watch Scunthorpe United play at 
home? 

They wish! 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN GREENSMITH, 

36a North Street, ■ 

Downend, Bristol. 

March 1. 


even keener to help than John Gum- 
mer might wish. Hence local authori¬ 
ties are seeking an even lower thresh¬ 
old to the size of sites on which they 
can seek social housing units from 
commercial developers. If toe Govern¬ 
ment’s target of providing more than 
60 per cent of new housing on re-used 
land is to be met. planning authorities 
will need to be encouraged to grant 
permission for housing, not accused 
of gerrymandering. 

Mr Gummer has just published a 
new edition of Planning Policy Guid¬ 
ance Note 1, with a welcome new sec¬ 
tion entitled “Propriety". This makes 


Letters that are intended 
for publication should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
0171-782 5046. 


made to an obvious consideration, 
alongside which the West Lothian 
Question is a red herring. I suppose 
this neglect'musf be due to this coun¬ 
try's long history as a unitary state. 

In single states in which powers are 
devolved to regional or provincial par¬ 
liaments or assemblies and which are 
federal in that sense — toe United 
States, AustraUa, Germany are some 
examples — it will always be found 
that a federal parliament exists in ad¬ 
dition to, and in some respects super¬ 
ior to, the devolved parliaments. 

Ail historical experience suggests 
that if a parliament is established for 
Scotland and Wales and restored for 
Ulster, it will be wise to establish a 
parliament for England, and even 
parliaments for English provinces if 
unthinking regionalism continues to 
spread, and to see that their compe¬ 
tencies are carefully related to the 
powers of a parliament for the United 
Kingdom. 1 would go so far as to say 
that unless this step is taken, devolu¬ 
tion will inescapably lead to separa¬ 
tism. 

It may be feared that the introduc¬ 
tion of two layers of MPs, national 
and regional, would lead to an unwel¬ 
come increase in the total number of 
MPs. But such a federal strucrure. 
properly designed, could be made to 
yield toe opposite result 

Yours sincerely, 

F. H. HINSLEY. 

St John^i College, Cambridge. 
February 28. 

From Professor Ian Levitt 

Sir, Magnus linklater is not quite cor¬ 
rect in saying (“Scotsman on the 
make”, February 27) that The Scots¬ 
man “has worshipped at the altar of 
devolution for toe best part of 100 
years". This has certainly been toe 
case since at least the Second World 
Wan but between the 1890s and early 
1930s it vehemently opposed any form 
of political devolution, fearing a 
legislature dominated by a coalition of 
the temperance reformer, toe dis¬ 
affected crofter and the militant shop 
steward. 

In 1894 it described an Assembly as 
“the provinrialisation of Scotland" 
which would narrow Scottish inter¬ 
ests and reduce Scottish rights over 
British commercial policy. National¬ 
ism was the irrational response of 
those who lacked toe wider vision. 
Perhaps the paper has returned to 
that view? 

Yours sincerely, 

IAN LEVITT. 

University of Central Lancashire, 
Department of Historical and 
Critical Studies, 

Preston PRI 2HE. 

February 27. 


guarantee to the Poles (and the 
Hungarians and toe Czechs, and later 
perhaps others too) and then find that 
in toe event we either could not. or 
would not, honour it, would com¬ 
pound rather than redeem the debt 
How credible would our Nato guar¬ 
antee really be? 

Would toe United Suites, Britain. 
France and Germany really be pre¬ 
pared to risk war with a nudear pow¬ 
er in defence of Pbland in a conflict 
with say. Belarus or Ukraine, or even 
Russia itself, over a border dispute 
which had escalated into military ac¬ 
tion? And are toe evident risks to poli¬ 
tical stability and moderation in Rus¬ 
sia of moving Nato^ boundaries right 
up to those of toe former Soviet Union 
really justified by such a questionable 
enterprise? 

Creative diplomacy should be able 
ro come up with a more convincing 
approach io mutual security in Eur¬ 
ope, one that takes account of the situ¬ 
ation of the late 1990s rather than that 
of 1949 for which Nato was designed. 

Yours sincerely. 

BRIAN BARDER 
(British Ambassador to Poland. 
1986-83; High Commissioner to 
Australia, 1991-94), 

10 Melrose Road, SWI8. 

February 27. 


Honourable mix-up 

From the Hon William Meston 

Sir, If Lord Lloyd-Webber (report, 
February 27; letter, March 4) was 
styled Lord Lloyd Webber of Sunset 
Boulevard Avenue there would be no 
need for a hyphen. 

Yours faithfully, 

WILLIAM MESTON. 

II The Green, 

Mistley. Manningtree. Essex. 

March 4. 


it dear that members of local plan¬ 
ning authorities are elected to repre¬ 
sent the interests of the whole commu¬ 
nity in planning matters, and that de¬ 
cisions must be based on receiving 
open and impartial professional ad¬ 
vice. Councillors should have good 
reasons, based on land-use planning 
grounds, if they choose to refuse such 
advice. 

The RTP1 warmly welcomes that 
guidance and would be disappointed 
if Mr Gummer 1 ? reported comments 
to Nolan distract attention from toe 
very real issues posed by the house¬ 
hold-growth debate and the need for 
social housing. 

Yours etc, 

TONY STRUTHERS. President. 
Royal Town Planning Institute, 

26 Portland Place, WI. 

February 27. 


Episcopal prayer 
for Labour victory 

From the Reverend 
Michael Wind ridge 

Sir, The Bishop of Worcester elect. 
Professor Riter Selby, whom you des¬ 
cribe (report. March 1) as “an assis¬ 
tant bishop and top academic”, has 
undoubted intellectual abilities. Sad¬ 
ly. he has also gained for toe Church 
the highest honours in episcopal 
divisiveness. As you report. Professor 
Selby’s published prayer for a Labour 
victory will add one furiher name to 
the succession of Anglican bishops 
who have elected to come out in public 
support of the Labour Party. By so 
doing. I believe they have risked com¬ 
promising the authority of the special 
office into which they are ordained 
and consecrated. 

By appropriating toe authority of 
their ordained status to advertise their 
particular political party loyalties, toe 
bishops have demonstrated that the 
pastoral charge given to them of pro¬ 
moting unity amongst the people of 
their own dioceses, and of the wider 
Church, takes lower precedence than 
advancing their own political agenda... 

In the run up to a general election. 
Church of England bishops must re¬ 
cover the moral resolve ro avoid being 
tempted into engaging in parry politi¬ 
cal conflici. Only then, without per¬ 
ceived prejudice, can they participate 
convincingly in our national political 
debate. They may even discover fellow 
Christians, with political convictions 
as deeply held as their own, who dare 
to question whether a Tony Blair 
government would automatically her¬ 
ald the coming of God’s Kingdom. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL WIND RIDGE, 

27 Strafford Road, 

Twickenham, Middlesex. 

March 2. 


Field sports 

From Mr Stuart Nelson 

Sir. I was not pleased to see the sport 
of hare coursing referred to as a 
“blood sport” in your report. “Hares 
may have met their last Waterloo" 
(February 26). Tiffs title, usually given 
to the whole range of field sports 
(which incidentally is toe correct 
name), creates a totally wrong impres¬ 
sion. After all. boxing, where you 
would see far more blood flying than 
you ever would out in the field, is 
never referred to as a “blood sport" 
And why not? Because it suggests that 
toe supporters are there purely for the 
blood, guts and gore. This is not true 
either of boxing or the field sports. 

P&ople who follow field sports do so 
for the interest of seeing nature at 
work. It is fascinating to watch 
hounds hunting by scent alone or 
greyhounds hunting by sight Indeed, 
I have learnt a considerable amount 
about the countryside and nature 
from following field sports, not to 
mention the many other reasons I 
support them, such as conservation, 
population control, rural employment 
and access to the countryside. 

1 only wish more people would 
wake up to the fact that field sports are 
good for the flora and fauna. 

Yours faithfully. 

STUART NELSON. 

Church Farm Riding School. 

Hilston, East Yorkshire. 

March 1. 


Pre-match let-down 

From Mr John Tusa 

Sir, Melvyn Bragg is wrong in think¬ 
ing that the BBC TV sports build-up 
before the England/France Twicken¬ 
ham international was just a bit of fun 
(article, March 3). It was on exactly 
toe same lines as the advertising be¬ 
fore the England/Italy football match. 

The message of both was simple 
and deliberately anti-inlellectual: “Let 
those continentals have their sculp¬ 
ture and philosophy. Well show them 
how to play toe games we invented. 
See if their philosophy helps them.” 
We lost both. Sad about the sport, sad¬ 
der still about the underlying attitude. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN TUSA, 

2! Christchurch Hill. NW3. 

March 3. 


No change 

From Professor Frank Knowles 

Sir. During a journey on a recently 
privatised railway route I heard toe 
following announcement, which was 
relayed from toe buffet car 
To maintain the level of service to which 
you are accustomed, it will be necessary for 
us lo close down the buffet for a short 
period. 

Yours faithfully. 

FRANK KNOWLES. 

221 St Bernard’s Road, 

Solihull, West Midlands. 


Portillo: the correction 

From Mr Adam Clapham 

Sir, Reading your correction today 
that Michael Portillo was educated at 
Harrow County Beys’ School and not 
Harrow, it intrigues me to know whe¬ 
ther the correction was prompted by 
Harrow County Boys' School claim¬ 
ing the Defence Secretary or Harrow 
School disowning him. 

Yours faithfolly, 

ADAM CLAPHAM, 

254 Alexandra Park Road, N22. 
March 5. 














COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
March 3c The Duke of Edinburgh. 
President Emeritus, World Wide 
Fund for Nature • WWF Inter¬ 
national. today visited the Gemote 
and Kitting National Parks in 
Hungary. 

His Royal Highness this evening 
attended a Dinner for World Wide 
Fund for Nature in Budapest. 

March 4: The Duke or Edinburgh 
this morning visited the P»6 In¬ 
stitute. Budapest. 

His Royal Highness afterwards 
called upon the Prime Minister of 
Hungary. 

The Duke of Edinburgh left Hun¬ 
gary this afternoon and Qew to 
Turkey. 

This evening His Royal Highness. 
President Emeritus. World Wide 
Fund far Nature - WWF inter¬ 
national. attended a Dinner far 
DHKD [Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Turkey) in IstanbuL 
March & His ExceUow Mr Murad 
Chariev was received in audience by 
The Queen and presented the Lenm 
of Recall of his predecessor and his 
own Letters of Credence as Ambas¬ 
sador from the Republic or Turkmen¬ 
istan to the Court of St James's. 

Sir John Coles [Permanent Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs) was present. 

Admiral Leighton Smith was re¬ 
ceived by The Queen when Her 
Majesty invested him with the Insig¬ 
nia of an Honorary Knight Com¬ 
mander of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath. 

General Sir Roger Wheeler was 
received by The Queen upon his 
appointment as Chief of the General 
Staff. 

The President of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe and Mrs Mugabe visited 
Her Majesty and remained to 
Luncheon. 

The Duke of York was present. 

The fallowing were invited: Dr 
Stan Mudenge (Minister of Rireign 
Affairs}. Dr Herbert Murerwa (Min¬ 
ister of Frnancd). Dr Nathan 
Shamuyarira |Minister of Industry 
and Commerce). His Excellency the 
High Commissioner for the Republic 
of Zimbabwe and Mrs Chideya. the 
Baroness Chalker of Wallasey. Sir 
John Coles and Mr Martin Williams. 

The Duke of Edinburgh left Turkey 
this morning. 

His Rental Highness this afternoon 
arrived in Abu Dhabi. United Arab 
Emirates. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, President. 
National Playing Fields Association, 
was represented by Mr Christopher 
Laing (Chairman) at the Memorial 
Service far Mr Barry East which was 
hekl in the West London Synagogue 
this momtng. 

March 5: The Princess Royal this 
morning opened the new Care for the 
Elderly Unit. Ferryfidd House, for 
the Edinburgh Healthcare NHS 
Trust and was received by Her 
Majesty's Lord-lieutenant of the City 
of Edinburgh (Mr Eric Milligan, the 
Rt Hon the Lord Provost). 

Her Royal Highness, Patron, the 
Moredun Foundation far Animal 
Health and Welfare, this afternoon 
chaired the Retired Lecture by Profes¬ 
sor Ian Aiken at PsntJands Science 
Park. Bush Loan. Penicuik, and was 
received by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Ueutenam of Midlothian (Captain 
George Burnet). 


The Princess RcyaJ. President. The 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers, this 
evening attended the English Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra Concert at St 
James’s Palace. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
March 5: Lieutenant-Coland Hamish 
Macdonald today had the honour of 
being received by Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother, Colo/tci-in-Chief. 
1st The Queen'S Dragoon Guards, 
upon relinquishing his appointment 
os Commanding Officer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Simon MayaII 
also had the honmir of being received 
by Her Majesty upon assuming his 
appointment as Commanding Officer 
of 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards. 
ST JAMESrS PALACE 
March S The Prince of Wales this 
morning left Royal Air Force Brize 
Norton at the start of a visit to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The fallowing were present and 
took leave of His Royal Highness: 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Deputy 
Head of Mission from the Royal 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia (Dr 
Mohammed AJ-Hussainy) and the 
Station Commander (Group Captain 
David Va&s). 

His Royal Highness was received 
on arrival in Saudi Arabia by Prince 
Sunam bin Abdul Aziz. 

The Prince of Wales later attended : 
a Luncheon given by Prince Mitch I 
bin Abdullah. 

His Royal Highness, with Crown 
Prince Abdullah, this afternoon at¬ 
tended theJanadriyya Festival. 

The Prince of Wales this evening 
attended a Dinner given by The 
Crown Prince. 

Lieutenant Commander John La- 
very RN and Miss Sandy Henney are 
in attendance. 

YORK HOUSE 
STJAM ESS PALACE 
March 5-' The Duke of Kent. Presi¬ 
dent. this morning attended a Com¬ 
mittee Meeting of the Automobile 
Association, at Norfolk House. 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
March S: Princess Alexandra, Patron 
of Home-Stare, this afternoon visited 
the Kingston Scheme at 132 Kingston 
Road. New Malden. Surrey. 

Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen will visit Kingsbury High 
School. Princes Avenue. Brent. NW6, 
at 2.45. 

The Princess Royal, as President of 
Riding far the Disabled Association, 
will attend a council meeting at 
Saddlers' Hail at ILL50. Later, she will 
amend the Institute of Petroleum's 
annual dinner at the Glasgow Thistle 
Hotel, Glasgow, at o50. 

The Duchess of Gloucester will 
attend a concert in aid of St Chris¬ 
topher's Fellowship Howard House 
Appeal at the Church of St James. St 
James' Gardens. Wll. at 7.45. 

The Duke of Kent, will visit Rag 
Officer Sea Training HMS Drake, at 
Plymouth at and will visit HMS 
Coventry at sea on operational train¬ 
ing at 7.45 am. 

The Duchess of Kent, as parron, will 
unveil her portrait at Downing 
College. Cambridge, at 6.35 and later 
will attend a dinner. 


Birthdays today 


Dr M.G. Adam, astrophysicist, 85: 
Sir ftter Barclay, former chair¬ 
man, Social Security Advisory 
Committee. 71; Miss Jean Boht, 
actress. 61: Mr William Davis, 
author, broadcaster anti farmer 
chairman. British Tourist Au¬ 
thority. 64; Mr Don Dixon. MP, 
68; Professor Sir Charles Frank. 
FRS. physicist. 86: Mr David 
Gilmour, musician and singer. 51; 
Sir Alistair Grant, chairman, 
Safeway, 60; Professor David 
Hendry. FBA. Professor of 
Economics. Oxford University. 53: 
Professor Sir Raymond 
Hoffenberg. former President. 
Wolfson College, Oxford, 74; Mr 


Lorin Maazel. conductor. 67: Sir 
Hal Miller, farmer MP, 68; Mr 
Malcolm Moss. MP, 54: Mme 
Valentina Nikolayeva-Tereshkova, 
first woman in space. 60: Mr 
Richard Noble, world land speed 
record holder. 51; Sir Ian Dixon 
Scott, diplomat, 88; the Right Rev 
David Sheppard. Bishop of 
Liverpool. 68; Professor Marilyn 
Strathem, FBA. social anthropolo¬ 
gist. 56; Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, 
opera singer. 53: Mr P.C.R. Wales, 
chairman, Wales City of London 
Properties, 59; Mr D.H. Whitaker, 
publisher. 66: Mrs Ann Win tenon. 
MP, 56: Sir Oliver Wright, dip¬ 
lomat. 76. 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


The Beach at Trouville, painted by Monet in 1870. being hung at the National Gallery yesterday for an 
exhibition of most of the Monet paintings on view in London which opens next Wednesday. More than 658,000 
people went to the last big Monet show in London at the Royal Academy in 1990 


Receptions 


Prime Minister 

The Prime Minister was the host at 
a reception held yesterday evening 
at 10 Downing Street in recog¬ 
nition or the value of education. 
HM Government 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind. QC, Sec¬ 
retary of State far Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, was the 
host ata reception given yesterday 
lunchtime by Her Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment at ID Downing Street in 
honour of the overseas delegates of 
the Forty-Sixth Parliamentary 
Seminar 1997 of the Common¬ 
wealth Parliamentary Association. 


Luncheons 

HM Government 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor. Minister of 
State far Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Affairs, was the host at a 
luncheon given yesterday by Her 
Majesty's Government 1 at Lan¬ 
caster House in honour of Dr 
Istvan Szent-lvanyi. Foreign Min¬ 
ister of Hungary. 

Newspaper Society 
Mr Reran Burgess. President of 
the Newspaper Society, was the 
host at a luncheon held yesterday 
at the London Hiiton on Park Lane 
to marie the retirement of Mr 
Dugal N isbet-Smith, director of 
the society. Among those present 
were: 

Lord Hussey of North Bradley. Lord 
McGregor of Durris. the Hon Sir 
Richard Storey, the Hon Jonathan 
Harmsworth. Sir Gordon Lmacre, 
Sir Edward Pickering. Sir Frank 
Rogers. Sir Ray Tindle, Canon John 
Oates. Mr Frank Barlow. Mr Stanley 
Clarke. Mr Fred Johnston. Mr Ian 
Park. Mr Derek Smail. Mr Edwin 
Boorman. Mr Ted Crosbie. Mr Alan 
Graham. Mr Michael Munder. Mr 
Percy Roberts. Mr David NewdL Mr 
Chris Oakley and Mr Gerry 
Wilkinson. 


University news 

Oxford 

Dr Henry Mayr-Harting. Fellow 
of St Peter's College. Oxford, and 
Reader in Medieval History, to be 
Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History in the University of Oxford 
and a Lay Canon of Christ Church 
CalhedraL 

He succeeds the late Rev ftser 
Hindi tiff. 


Memorial 

services 

Mr Bertram East 
The Duke of Edinburgh was 
represented by Mr Christopher 
Laing. Chairman of the National 
Playing Fields Association, at a 
memorial service for Mr Bertram 
David (Barry) East, property 
developer, held yesterday at the 
West London Synagogue. 

Cantor Adrian Harman offici¬ 
ated. Mr Douglas Insole. Presi¬ 
dent of Essex County Cricket Club, 
and Mr Raul Orchard-Lisle. Se¬ 
nior Partner of Healey and Baker, 
gave addresses. 

Group Captain W.G.G. Duncan 
Smith 

Air Vfce-MarshalT.B. Sherrington 
r epresented the Air Staff at a 
memorial service far Group Cap¬ 
tain W.G.G. Duncan Smith held 
yesterday at St Clement Danes. 
The Rev Peter Bishop officiated. 

Mrs Jean Calcabrina. daughter. 
Mr Barrie Duncan Smith. Mr 
David Duncan Smith and Mr lam 
Duncan Smith, sons, and Mr. 
Duncan Soon gave readings. Lord 
Merlyn-Rees gave an address. 


Henry Miles 
Gosling 

A Memorial Service for Henry- 
Miles Gosling will be held at St 
Ed burg's Church. Bicester on 
Monday. March 24. 1997. at 
230pm. 


Miss Joy 
Harley-Mason 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
fife of Miss Joy Harley-Mason. 
farmer Headmistress of Beverley 
School. Selhurst School and 
Guildford High School. wiD be 
held at Guildford High School on 
Wednesday, March 26. 1997. at 
3.30pm. Fbr further information 
please contact 01483 502323. 


Mr Cedi Lewis 

A Service of Thanksgiving far the 
life of Cecil Lewis. MC, will be held 
on Thursday, June 121997. at noon 
at St Clement Danes. Strand. WC2 


Professor Sir Geoffrey 
Wilkinson, FRS 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Professor Sir 
Geoffrey Wilkinson. FRS, Nobel 
Laureate, will be held at Holy 
Trinity. Brampton. London SWT. 
on Thursday. March 13. 1997. at 
6.30pm- 


Bill Bedford 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life of Bill Bedford. OBE. AFC. 
FRAeS, wOl be held on Thursday. 
March 13. 1997. at 11.00am at St 
Clement Danes. Strand. WC2. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Michelangelo Buonar¬ 
roti sculptor, painter and poet, 
Caprese. Tuscany, 1475; Savinien 
Cyrano de Bergerac, dramatist. 
Paris, 1619; Elizabeth Barnett 
Browning, poet. Durham. 1806; 
George uu Maurier. caricaturist 
and novelist. Paris. 1834. 

DEATHS: Davy Crockett, 
frontiersman, killed in the Battle of 
the Alamo. Texas. 1836: Charles 
Farrar Browne (pen name of 
Artemus Ward), humorous writer, 
Southampton. 1867: Louisa May 
Alcott. novelist. Boston. 
Massachusetts. 1888; Gafdieb 


Daimler, pioneer of the internal 
combustion engine. CannstatL 
Germany. 1900; . John Philip 
Sousa, composer and band leader. 
Reading, Pennsylvania, 1932: Her¬ 
bert Morrison. Baron Morrison of 
Lambeth, statesman. Sid cup. 1965: 
Zoltan Kodaly, composer. Buda¬ 
pest. 1967; Pearl S. Kick, novelist 
Nobel laureate 1938. Danby. Ver¬ 
mont 1971. 

Aspirin was patented by Felix 
Hoffman. 1899. 

The Herald of Free Enterprise 
ferry capsized outside Zeebrugge 
harbour with the loss of more than 
200 lives. 1987. 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev Alex Galbraith. Curate. Ss 
Matthew and James, Mosstey 
HOI: to be Vicar. St Francis. Kew, 
and part-time Chaplain at South- 
port District General Hospital. 
Southport and Formby NHS Trust 
(Liverpool). 

The Rev Jane Moult Curate 
(NSM), St John in Bedwardine 
(Worcester): to be joint Curate, St 
Mark's. BtltoTL Rugby (Coventry). 
Canon Nigel Pbcock. Rector, 
Camborne. Rural Dean of 
Cammanh North, and an Honor¬ 
ary Canon of Truro Cathedral 
CTruro): to be Vicar. Old Windsor 
St Peter and St Andrew (Oxford). 
The Rev Stuart SamueL Rector. 
Harhem. Long W harto n and 
Disewonh w Belton and Osga- 
thorpe: to be Priest-in-charge. Wal¬ 
tham on the Wolds. Stonesby, 
Saxby cum Scapleford and 
Wyfordby; and Wymondham, 
Edmondthorpe and Garthorpe, 
Buckminster tv Sewstem mid 
Coston: and The High Framiand 
Parishes (Leicester). 

The Rev William Smith, Curate. St 
Michael’s Stoke, Coventry: to be 
Vicar, Evnall (Coventry). 

The Rev Elizabeth Walter. NSM. 
Ash w Ridley , and Chaplain of Sr 
George's School. Gravesend: id be 
Priesr-m-charge. Burham and 
Wouldham (Rochester). 
Resignations and retirements 
The Rev David Apptin. Rector. 
Awbridge and Sheffield English 
(Winchester): to resign August 31. 
The Rev Michael Atkinson. Team 
Vicar, High Wycombe Team Min- I 
isny. responsible fbr St James. 
Downley (Oxford): to retire August 
4. 

The Rev Philip Elliott, Rector. 
Tredington and NewboId-on-Stour 
(Coventry): lo retire March 31. 

The Rev Midi3el Hill. Vicar. 
Sunningdale. Holy Trinity (Ox¬ 
ford): to retire May 25. 

Canon David Towers. Rector, St 
Peter. Burnley (Bladtbuml: to 
retire August 31. 

Withdrawal of acceptance 
The Rev David Shrisu rider has 
withdrawn his acceptance of the 
post of Honorary Assistant Curate 
in the parishes of Freerharpe, 
Hahergate w Tunstali and 
Wickhampton and Cantley, 
Limpenhoe w South wood and 
Reedham (Norwich). 


Mr DA Shirley 

and Lady Morton 

The engagement is .announced 

between David Shirley, of Litmore 

i Shaw. Ibstone. Buckinghamshire. 

and Catherine Mort on, of Flore 
Fields. Flore. Northampton, 
widow of Sir William Mortem. 
foptain N.F. Fane 
and Miss L.KX. Schroder 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, eldest son of the 
late Mr Michael Fane and of Mrs 
Michael Fane, of Blackdown. 
Hampshire and Leonie. daughter 

of Mr and Mrs Bruno Schroder, of 

London WS. . 

Mr JJW.l. Hardman 
and Miss SJ. Ashford 
The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mrs Adrian Hardman, of 
Owsfebury, Hampshire and 
Sasha, elder daughter of Air Vice 
Marshal and Mrs Ronald 
Ashford, of Brent Knoll Sranerset. 
Mr A.M. Hepworth 
and Miss S.C Dobixynski 
The engagement is announced 
between Allan Macbeth, son of Mr 
and Mrs Robert Hepworth. of 
Femhill. Birties. Cheshire, and 
Sophie Catherine, elder daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Andrew DobrzynskL 
of Brand HaU.Nonun-in-Hales, 
Shropshire. 

Mr B.L Hooper 
and Miss CA- Pearce 
The engagement is announced 
between Brendan Louis, youngest 
son of Mrs Maura Hooper and the 
lace Squadron Leader Brendan 
Hooper, of Bristol, and Goralie 
Anne, eldest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs John Pearce, of Wantage. 
Oxon- 


Mr CE. Hun* 

and Miss EJ-Coombes 

The engagement ts anarounew 
betvreSchris. youngest son'rf Mr 
and Mrs John Hunt, of Sutton, 
Surrey, and Elaine, only daughter 
of Mr James Coombes. a™* step¬ 
daughter of Mrs Linda Coombes. 
of Up Holland. Lancashire. 

Mr S. Paterson . 
and Miss M.C McBam 
The engagement is ani»unced 
between Stewart, son of me 
Mr Harry Paterson and of Mn.n- 

paiereon, of Edinburgh, and hfoiy, 

second daughter of Mr ami Mrs 
D.M. McBain, of TeffonL Wiltshire 
Mr G.P. Salmon 
and Miss S.PA. Brown 
The engagement is announced 
between Giles, only son of Patrick 
and Sheena Salmon, of Westcott. 
Surrey, and Sonya, eldest daugh¬ 
ter of John and Peggy Brown, of 
Sutton Coldfield. West Midlands. 

Marriage 

Mr G.HJL Chisenhale-Marsh 
and Miss LMA Brockman 
TTie marriage took place on Thurs¬ 
day. February 20. at St Theresa’s 
Church, Beauty Point, New South 
Wales, of Mr Guy Chisenhak- 
Marsh. son of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Chisenhale-Marsh. of 
Mickky. North Yorkshire and 
Miss Uselie Brockman, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Donald Brockman, 
or Mosman. NSW. Father An¬ 
thony Smith, SJ. officiated 
The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Miss Kate Chisenhale- 
Marsh and Miss Christina Perez 
de la Sal a. Mr Edward Theakston 
was best man. 


Service dinners 


Royal Irish Regiment 
Lieutenant-Colonel J.C.W. Brooks 
presided ai a dinner of officers of 
the 1st Banal ion The Royal Irish 
Regiment held lost night in 
Catterick to mark victory ai 
Barrosa (1811). Second Lieutenant 
S.W. Rosenfeld also spoke. 
Cambridge University Air 
Squadron 

Air Vice-Marsha] AJ Stables. 
Chief Executive. Training Group 
Defence Agency. Headquarters 
Personnel and Training Com¬ 
mand. was the principal guest at 
the annual dinner of the Cam¬ 
bridge University Air Squadron 
beta last night in Duxford. Squad¬ 
ron Leader D.P. Calvert Squadron 
Commander, presided. Mr M.G 
Malaoe Lee. Vice-Chancellor of 
Anglin Polytechnic University, and 
Cbunrilfar J. Durrani, the Mayor 
of Cambridge, attended. 

Dinners 

Holborn Law Society 
Mr James Furber. President of the 
Hoibom Law Society, presided ar 
the annual dinner hdd last night 
at Lincoln* Inn. Mr George Car¬ 
man. QC was the guest speaker. 
The Vice-Chancellor of the Su¬ 
preme Court the Artomey-Gen- 


eraL Lord and Lady Tempkrman. 
Lord Justice Stuart-Smhh. Lord 
Justice Potter. Mr Justice 
Camwatit the Chairman of the 
Bar Courtril, the Deputy Vice- 
President of the law Society and 
the presidents of local law societies 
were among the guests. 

British Medical Asso ci a t ion 
Mr Stephen DorreU. Secretary of 
Stale far Health, was the guest of 
honour at a dinner given by the 
British Medical Association last 
night at BMA House. Sir Donald 
Acheson. president was in - the 
chair. The Minister of Scale for 
Health, Mr John Horam. MP. 
Baroness Cumber lege. Sir Gra¬ 
ham Hart Dr Graham WinyanL 
Dr Richard Smith and members of 
the association were among those 
present 


Royal Warrant 
Holden Association 

The following have been elected 
officers of the Royal Warrant 
Holders Association far the ensu¬ 
ing year: 

President Mr Alan Britten; Vice- 
President Miss Anna Pfowden; 
Honorary Treasurer, Mr Sam 
H.G. Twining. 


Latest wills 


Stanley Reiss, of Hendon, London 
NW4, left estate valued at 
E2.303J.45 net 

Cicely Valencia Lancaster, of 
Kelmarsh, Northamptonshire, left 
estate valued at £2,35%2$9 net 
5 to e left th e p roceeds of the sale of her 
leweUeiy. class and paintings to 
PD5A. Wood Green Animal Shelters, 
RSPCA- and Brooke Hospital for 
Animals. 

Robert Parker-Lowe of 
Warlingham. Surrey, left estate 
valued at El.018.475 neL 
Catherine Mary Kent of Bourne¬ 
mouth, Dorset left estate valued at 
El.483.l30 net 

She left £--,000 to Guide Dogs far the 


Blind Association and to Torr House 
far the Blind. Plymouth; £4.000 to 
Barnardo-s and to the Spas ties 
Society. 

Edith Marjorie Gwendoline 
Pearce, of Winchester. Hamp¬ 
shire. left estate valued at 
E1.CG7.564 neL 

She left £800 to both the RNLt and 
the PDSA: £300 to St Bartholomews 
Church. Hyde. Winchester. 

Monica Alice Wrigley. of Canford 
Cliffs, Poole, Dorset, left estate 
valued at £1.172337 net 
She left £5.000 to the National Trust 
to be used for tbe Lake District. 

Gary Parsons, erf Carmarthen, left 
estate valued ar £1.326.664 
net 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


A thief comes only la steal, 
kill and destroy; t have come 
that they may hare life, and 
may have Ir In all Its fnU- 
mn. John 10 : 10 


BIRTHS 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


BAfiOULEY-Aurora Anna Code 
Boss Btufca) died peacefully 
at Church Farm Nursing 
Home, Cotgravu, 

Nottinghamshire, on 4th 
March 1997. Mach loved by 
bar family and friends. 
Enquiries to RadcUffe and 
District Funeral Service, ML 

0115 933 2257. 


SEVAN - On March 4th at Si 
Mary's, Paddington, to Emma 
(n&j Ccvwfoid) and Jeremy, a 
eon, Charlie Ben Crawford. 

COBB . on March 4th 1997. to 
Samantha (ole Cowling) and 
Stephen, a son, Edward Boxy 
Scott, a brother for Isabel 
and James. 

COWAN - On March 4th. to 
Meriel (nee Ralne) and 
Simon, a son. Alexander. 

DEL AZAR - On March 2nd at 
The Port laud Hospital, to 
Helen and Juan, a sou, 
Mafias , a little brother for 
Joan Lucas. 

SALTT7INE - On 25th February, 
to Tania (nde Meade} and 
Andrei, a son, Alexei, brother 
for Helena. 

JONES - On 28th February 
1997 at Arrcwe Park 
Hospital. WlrraJ. to Sophie 
(nee Lewis) and Paul Jones, a 
daughter, Eleanor Louise. 

KOSUOVER - On February 14th 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Annocie(n4o Balm) and Paul, 
a precious son, Oscar Harry 
Beuben, a brother far Joshua. 

MACKENZIE - On 21st 
February 1997, to Joanna 
(■da Pierce) and Marcus, a 
daughter, Earle Mary, a 


MEYER-On 11th December, to 
Catherine (ate Meade) and 
Gary, a daughter. Elm, sister 


SMEETDN - On February 21st 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Jullei (a6a Bell) and Bichaid, 
a daughter, Isabella Alice. 

VA&ENSTBN - On March 1st at 
The Portland Hospital, lo 
Kathleen and KJ chard, a 
daughter, Alexandra Dana, a 
slater fbr famhll and Grant 


DEAKIN - John, formerly 
Sectutary of the Cavendlab 
Laboratory, died suddenly 
on Sunday 23rd February 
1997 In Madeira. Funeral 
Service at GhmddU College 
Chapel, Cambridge on 
Monday 10th March at 
2.30pm. Please send any 
donations to The National 
Kidney Ease arch Fond or 
The British Heart 
Foundation c/o Harry 
Wll llama It Sons. 7 Victoria 
Park. Cambridge CB4 3EJ. 

de CAMDOLE - On March 4th. 
peacefully after a long, 
illness, Elizabeth (nrie 
Constable-Hoberts) aged 83. 
Beloved wife of the late Erte 
Armar Vully de Candole i 
CMC, CUE , adored Brother 
of John, Charles and Andrew 
and much loved 
grandmother of Adrian, 
lames and Nicholas. Funeral 
Service at the Tonbridge 
Wells Crematorium on 
Monday March 10th at 3 pm. 
Family Oovrecs; donations If 
desired to E&PjCA. may he 
sent c/o EJB. Hickman ft Son, 
41 Grove Hill Hoad, 
Tunbridge Wells, TNI 1SZXA 
Memorial Service will be 
held at tbe Church of St John 
the Baptist, Burley, nr. 
Rlngwood. Hants, on Friday 
MaTCti 14th at 3 pm. 

DBMS - Alice Pamela, dearly 
adored wife of Richard, and 
much loved by so man 


March 1997, aged 
Funeral Service for local 

friends at Khnpton Church. .-. — 

at 1.45 pm on Monday, grandmoUi 
March 10th, followed by | Chris and 
cremation in Salisbury. 

Family dowers only. Pinsc. 
but donations, if deslrod. to 
the Cinnamon Trnst, 

Foundry Square, Hayle, 

Cornwall TH27 4HH. 

Memorial Service Nr aD la 
Aprll/Hay - date to be 
advised. Enquiries toe Gerald 
W. Burden (01980) 623262. 

DRAB AD Z£ - Peacefully on 
February 28th 1997 at 
home, St James's Square, 

London, Princess Daria 
Dragedse wife of Prince 
Peter Dmtpdae. Funeral to be 
far Buraia. 

HARVEY-BA1LEY - Alec. On 
March 3rd 1997, beloved 
husband of the late Rian and 
father of Shoddy. Private 
cremation. Donations if 
desired for the RAF. 

Benevolent Fund may be 
sent to W. Jones ft Son, 

Funoral Directors, 

SmllsfonL Derby's. DE6 3 DA. 


LATMER - Donald Courtenay 
of Elngswood. Surrey on 
Monday 3rd March, 
peacefully at home after a 
long illness, bravely borne. 
Dearly loved husband of 
Bosemary and adored father 
of Mark, Charlotte and 
(nebulas. Service to be held 
at St Andrew’s Church. 
Elngswood at 230 pm on 
Monday lOth March, to 
which all family and hvim h 
are tnrlied. followed by a 
private cremation. Family 
flowers only but donadons. 
If desired, to The Boyal 
Maraden Hospital gi and 
Lymphoma Fund ar The 
Princes* Alice Hospice c/o 
WA Trpeloue ft Sons, 121 
High Street, Banctoad, 
Surrey SM7 2N5. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


WANTED 


FDSTEH - Patricia Mary "Pat" 
(■><« Blyth) on March 3 id 
1997, peacefully In 
Minehead Hospital, 
Somerset, aged 96. Wife of 
the late Norman Foster, 
formedy of Hatfield Broad 
Oak and Lough ton, Essex. 
Much loved and admired by 
all her fatally and friends. 
Cremation at fbuntan Deane 
Crematorium at 2 pm 
Tuesday 11th March. No 
flowers please, but 
d on a ti ons tf desired to the 
Parkinson's Disease Society 
c/o H. Hawkes ft Son, truhara 
Hoad, Minehead. Somerset 
TA24 5DW. 


HBPTIHSTALL - Brigadier John. 


Commando. Died March 3rd. 
Beloved husband to Kay, 
devoted father, father-in-law 
and grandpa. Service of 
Thanksgiving at Holy 
Trinity Church. Cowes, Isla 
of Wight on Monday March 
10th at 130 pm followed by 
private cremation. No 
flow ers. Donations to 
KASC/RCT Benevolent Fund. 
A retiring plate will be 
available at the church In 
aid of the Church Buibtttig 


HHJDHETH - Monica Durham 
StokahtU. died peacefully on 
February 27th. Beloved wife 
of Alan; much loved 
mot bet/mother-in-law of 
Janet, Anne and John; and 
grandmother to Ales; Sate, 
Chris and Peter. Service at 
The Braakspear 

Crematorium an Monday, 
Match 10th at 245 pm. 


LAWLAN - Suddenly at home 
on March 4th aged 80 years, 
James (Hamish) of 
CorMdge. Hoithumbedand, 
formally of South Shields. 
Much loved hus b aud of the 
late Margaret Scott (nit 
McLaren), father of 
Alexandra, A n drew and |otm 
and a devoted grandfather. 
Service at Newcastle 
Crematorium on Monday 
lOlh March el 2_30 pm. 
Family dowers only please. I 


LUND - How a rd on 4th March 
peacefully at Holywycb aged 
93, devoted husband of 
Eileen and much loved 
father of Gillian, Bichard 
and Nicholas, also sadly 
missed by many 
grandchildren and great¬ 
grandchildren. Funeral St 
Mary Magdalen, Coir den, 
Wednesday 12th March at 
2pm. No flowers please. 
Donations If desired to 
British Diabetic Association. 
Queen Aims Street. London 
WI. 


MACNASHim - jamas Stamm 
peacefully on March 5th 
aged 82 at his home In 
Had low. Cremation ar 
Tunbridge Wells 1130 am 
March 14th. No flowers - 
donations to Scottish 
National Trust. 5 Chnclotta 
Square. E dinb u rgh, would be 
appr ec ia ted. 



363-3221. Donations if 
desired to: The North 
London Hospice. 47 
Woodside Avenue, Finchley, 
London N12. 


NBWaWM - On 28th February 
1997 ai Hare Lodge, 
Hallsham, East Sussex, 
Evelyn Mary aged 91 yean,, 
widow of Harry Mbu-Jrio. a 
truly wonderful lady who 
always put the Interest of 
otlmmberora herown.lt was 
a privilege to have known 
her. Funeral Service at 
Eastbourne Crematorium 
Main Chanel on Tuesday 
11 lb March at 3.15 pm. 
Flowers or donations for 
Baystede Centra io* Animal 
Welfare may be sent to 
Hatne ft Son Led-, 19 South 
Street, Bast bourne. 


WILEY - Joan Evelyn, beloved 
mother of Judith and John, 
peacefully In Watford 
General Hospital on 27th 
February 1997 aged 88 
years. Sadly missed by her 
family and many friends. 
B«qnu» Mass at Sacred 
Heart Church, Bushev on 7lh 
March at 11 am. 

WBJKBUON - Kathleen Mary, 
an 2Stb February 1997, 


peacefully In hospital, aged 
76 years. Much kraed by all 
her family. Funeral Service 
at Wesley Memorial Church, 
New Inn HaH Street, Oxford 
on Wednesday 12th March at 
12 noon. No flowers please, 
but donadons to NCHXk c/o 
Arnold Funeral Service, 911, 
London Hoad, Loud water. 
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP 10 
9TF. CO 1494} 472572. 



TICKETS FOR SALE 


ALL TICKETS 

England v Wales 
Wimbledon *97 
Royal Ascot, Cricket, 
Ryder Cop, Grand Pri* 
Phantom, Saigon, Les Mis. 
L-Vandress. Jam i roq nl 
U2, P.ColIins, CJWon 


0171 247 4123 









TICKETS FOR SALE 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


STA B I /I FORD • Suddenly In 
Cowes, LOW. cm March 1st. 



IARR - On March «tb 
Geoffrey T. Man Commodore 
DSC. 05. aged 88. father of 


ROBERTS - A Service of 
Thanksglvtag for the life of 
Mrs Betty leteni will be 
held on Monday 24th March 
at 3 JO pn at St Mary's 
Church, Woiptasdon, Surrey. 


IN MEMORIAM — 
PRIVATE 


BAKHAHD - In loving memory 
of Mary lanthea who triad on 
6 th March 1993 «■<< of our 
children Julia Anihea 
Maxietjle and Fieter 
Johannes, 

CADHUL- Simon, la memory of 
toy beloved son, died March 
otb 1996, remembered this 
day and all days. 

RIUBI - In loving of 

|U 1 EUEabeth who died on 
31st December 1993 on this 
her birthday. Kmii 




FIVE NATIONS 
RUGBY ’97 

Wales vs England 
Sat March 15th 

Best seats 
or Standing Tkts 
or Ini] hospitality 
packages available 
now. 

OUI 37ft 9090 

AS CCTi tatptal 
Phi ddhery 

HndMn Bays Hraplriduj. 


Sroob r *’”* 


FOR SALE 


m m ds 


Looking to sell your 
antiques, bric-ar brae 
furniture or any 
memorabilia? 
Look no further. 

Aihiertisc four lines (28 characters per line) for 
2 consecutive days in the pasoral column "f 
The Times for turfy £20 including VAT 
(normal price 02.90 inducting VAT). 
You will be reaching *2.I6i000 readere. 
His offer appba to pirte uSwtsoj odj. 

To ptw your advertisement simply 

TELEPHONE ON: 0171 4811982 
OR FAX: 01714819313 

email paiiaidifl r e@ l ncwsint.cD.uk. 


iVl c 5 

FREED OM 


Lei Acorn give y uU 
It.ick the freedom you 

once enjoyed. Our safe. 
rvlwMc stairlift., CJn 
transform your life. 
And lliet re j j ol 
mnTv -affordable ijian 
ion miphl think. 


. 

uii'vin.ihu, . J|| | 1W , 11IV . 

0800191919 
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Captain A. J. Baker 
c J esswe ^ DSO. wartime 
oestroyer commander. 

died on March 4 aged 96 
He was born on February 
2,1901. 


T! 


CAPTAIN A. J. BAKER CRES SWELL 


through his quick 
™ nkm 8 during a U- 
boat attack on a con- 

At . . ** m the North 
Atlantic in May 1941 1 * 
Baker Cresswell made an 
nnnwasurable contribution to 
the Royal Navy’s victory in the 
Battle of the Atlantic. When 
the U-boat U110 was brought 
totiiB surface by Baker 
CressweU-s ship Bulldog and 
abandoned by her crew, it was 
a natural instinct to sink her 
by gunfire or ramming, before 
picking up survivors. 

But just as one of Bulldog's 
escorting destroyers was get¬ 
ting up speed to accomplish 
the latter. Baker Cresswell 
suddenly remembered his 
staff college lecture on the 
capture of valuable German 
ciphers from the light cruiser 
Magdeburg in 1914. To the 
surprise of his fellow escort 
commanders, he ordered all 
offensive action to cease and 
instead had the German sub¬ 
marine boarded. Among the 
resulting haul of highly classi¬ 
fied documents and equip¬ 
ment recovered was a German 
Enigma machine which en¬ 
abled high-grade “officer 
only" Kriegsmarine signal 
traffic to be read. It was one of 
the vital blows struck in the 
battle against the U-boats. 
-Addison Joe Baker 

.Cresswell was educated at 
Gresham’s School Holt and 
joined the Royal Navy in 1918. 
Specialising in navigation, he 
was promoted to commander 
by 1937 and the outbreak of the 
war found him on General 
Waveil’s staff in Cairo. 

From 1940 he was on convoy 
escort duty and was to be 
involved, in. one .way or . 
another, in antisubmarine 
warfare until the end of the 
war. On May 9,1941, he. was 
commanding the destroyer' 
Bulldog , as Senior officer of 
the escort group covering con¬ 
voy OB318 in the North Atlan¬ 
tic south of Iceland. OB318 had 
already been attacked by a 
number of U-boats, among 
which was UUO. commanded 
by Kapitanleutnant Fritz-Ju- 
ltus Letup, whose sinking of 



the liner Athenia on Septem¬ 
ber 1. 1939. had precipitated 
the U-boat war. 

With Leutnant Kuppisch in 
U94 Lemp had already scored 
some striking success against 
OB318, sinking two of its 
merchant ships. But in a 
momentary lapse of concen¬ 
tration he foiled to perceive the 
danger from the convoy’s es¬ 
corts and was himself attacked 
by the destroyers Bulldog. 
Broadway and Aubretia, the 
last of which wreaked termi¬ 
nal damage on the submarine, 
with a well placed pattern of 
depth charges. With hydro¬ 
planes and rudder wrecked, 
all power and lighting out and 
with water surging in, Lemp 
ordered all tanks to be blown 
and the stricken U110 lurched 
to the surface. 

Baker Cresswell ordered his 
guns' crews to open fire and 
set course to ram, as did the 
captain of Broadway. Lemp. 
meanwhile, told his crew to 
abandon ship as 4.7-inch, 3- 
inchand pom pom shells burst 
about his stricken craft 

It was at that point that 
Baker Cresswell had the 
happy inspiration not to ad¬ 
minister the coup de grdce, but 
to board the hapless enemy. 

. Ordering his own and Broad¬ 
way's guns crews’ to check 
their fire, he bad Bulldog "s 
seaboat launched. But with 
foresight he had the German 
prisoners picked out of the 
water, first, and hustled below 
so that they should not see 
what was happening. 

'■ Lemp, however, could see 
exactly what was intended 
and. in the confusion, swam 
bade to UUO with one of his 
petty officers, perhaps with 
















Seawolf at bay: top, U110 forced to the surface as Bulldog lowers her whaler 
which men pulls across a heavy swell to the stricken submarine 


some idea of manning her 
gun, or of going below and 
destroying top-secret material. 
Baker Cresswell. who had no 
intention of allowing himself 
to crane under fire from an 
enemy craft whose life he had 
already spared, ordered fire to 
be opened again with a Lewis 
gun. and the two men, who 
could be seen in the vicinity of 
the U-boat’s deck gun, were hit 


and disappeared over the side. 
Lemp was never seen again. 

Bulldogs whaler now 
closed with the submarine and 
Sublieutenant Balme. who 
was in charge of the boat, went 
below and discovered unsus¬ 
pected riches of codebooks, 
charts showing German 
minefields and. above all, the 
invaluable naval Enigma 
machine. The list of settings 


for it was found in Lemp's 
cabin, making this one of the 
most important naval intelli¬ 
gence breakthroughs of the 
war. This priceless acquisition 
was ferried back to HMS 
Bulldog. 

From that moment until 
February 1942 high grade 
German naval signals traffic 
could be read without delay at 
the decoding facility at 


Bletehley Park. There was 
then a gap when the Germans 
introduced extra rotors to the 
Enigma. But when HMS Pe¬ 
tard captured the new rotors 
bum U559 in the Mediterra¬ 
nean in November 1942, the 
flow of signals could be deci¬ 
phered once more. 

Once the signals office of 
UUO had been deared of 
valuable material, die boat 

was taken in row by Bulldog. 

The aim was to tow her into 
Reykjavik, but during that 
night a gale sprang up and she 
suddenly started sinking by 
die stern. Reluctantly. Baker 
Cresswell ordered the towline 
to be slipped. But the accident 
was perhaps a lucky one. The 
Germans heard that UUO had 
been sunk and throughout the 
war never realised that the 
Enigma she carried had been 
compromised. 

In Britain, too, all records of 
the event were expunged and 
even the official naval history, 
The War at Sea (1954), by 
Captain S. W. Roskill made no 
mention of it. Ar the investiture 
for his DSO, Baker Cresswell 
was told by King George VI 
that his feat was one of the 
most significant events of the 
war at sea, and but for the 
necessity for security, a higher 
award would have been made. 
It was only in the 1960s, when 
the secret of Ultra, intelligence 
was allowed to be published, 
that Baker Cresswell's exploit 
entered the public domain. 

After Bulldog, Baker 
Cresswell was put in charge of 
training escort vessels and 
their crews from the converted 
steam yacht Philante, and was 
subsequently Chief of Staff to 
Sir Max Horton, C-in-C West¬ 
ern Approaches. His last war¬ 
time appointment was as 
Senior Officer Far Eastern 
Escort Vessels. After the war 
he served as Deputy Director 
of Naval Intelligence, retiring 
from the Navy in 1947. 

In retirement in Northum¬ 
berland. he threw himself into 
local public service as a J7 and 
as chairman of Alnwick Infir¬ 
mary. He was appointed High 
Sherriff of Northumberland in 
1963. He loved country sports, 
particularly fishing. 

In 1926 he married Rnna, 
from Auckland. She and a son 
and daughter survive him. 
Another daughter prede¬ 
ceased him. 


DR GUY WIGLEY 



Dr Guy Wigley, former 
Medical Adviser to the 
Greater London Council, 
died on February 9 aged 
83. He was born on 
January 28.1914. 

AN INNOVATOR both in his 
professional life and during 
his retirement, as County 
Medical Officer for Middlesex 
from 1962 to 1965 (and as 
deputy from 1950] Guy Wigley 
pioneered changes in treat¬ 
ment and care for the mentally 
ill and mentally handicapped. 

Under his direction, in 1957 
the Middlesex health depart¬ 
ment set up the first special 
care unit in the world for 
mentally handicapped child¬ 
ren. He was prominent in 
other pioneering ventures in¬ 
cluding the first of Middle¬ 
sex's many homes for the post- 
hospital mentally ill (1960) and 
the first day centre for the 
elderly mentally infirm (1964). 

With the reorganisation of 
local government he trans¬ 
ferred to the Greater London 
Council as deputy medical 
adviser from 1965 to 1973 and 
medical adviser until his re¬ 
tirement in 1979. Here too he 
was an enthusiastic innovator. 
He reformed the London Am¬ 
bulance Service and helped to 
develop new resuscitation 
techniques and training for 
paramedics. He streamlined 
staff medical services. 

His energy was also dis¬ 
played outside his working 
hours. He was a trustee of the 
Disabled Living Foundation 
since its inception and a 
member of many organ¬ 
isations in the field of mental 
and other handicaps. 

His background, however, 
was solidly conventional. He 


lived in the same Edwardian 
house in Barnes for over 70 
years, until he and his wife 
Louise, to whom he was 
married for more than 50 
years until her death in 1988. 
moved to a riverside fiat a few 
hundred yards away. 

He was educated at St 
Paul’s School, trained at Guy's 
Hospital immediately before 
the Second World War. and 
after a year in general practice 
joined the Royal Navy. He 
saw active service on Malta 
and Russian convoys and 
reached the rank of surgeon 
lieutenant-commander. 

In retirement, the high spot 
of his year was to attend the 
Henley Regatta. He also liked 
nothing better than to pick out 
die different rowing crews as 
they passed his window, 
which gave him a perfect view 
from Barnes Bridge to Chis¬ 
wick EyoL Until he was SO he 
would start each day with a 
two-mile walk across Barnes 
and Putney Commons for a 
one-mile swim at a local pool. 

He also sustained his 
committment to improve¬ 
ments in the wellbeing of the 
mentally ill and mentally 
handicapped, and . was the 
first chairman of the Rich¬ 
mond and Barnes Association 
for Mental Health, which 
supported a series of group 
homes as stepping stones back 
into society for those recover¬ 
ing from mental breakdowns. 
He also started a highly 
successful counselling service. 

He was helping troubled 
people up to the end by 
listening to their difficulties 
whenever they telephoned or 
came to see him. 

He leaves a son and 
daughter. 


LORD KINNAIRD 




- Lord Kinnaird, 13th Lord 
Kinnaird, died on 
February 27 aged 84. He 
was born on September 
- ; - - 151912. 

LORD KINNAIRD lived and 
died by the hereditary princi¬ 
ple, for he was the last in a line 
tracing its origins to feudal 
times and, with his death, a 
barony becomes extinct A 
4) diligent member of the House 
of Lords,' he made quirky 
contributions to its proceed¬ 
ings and, after a career in 
banking and stockbroking, re- 
. turned to Scotland to run the 
family estate. 






When Graham Charles 
Kinnaird came of age the 
feudal spirit lingered: a bon¬ 
fire was-lit on Dron HilL 
overlooking Rossie Priory, the 
family seat near Inchture in 
Perthshire, arjd the young 
Master was given various 
gifts by tenants and servants, 
men numbering about 200 in 
an estate of 12,000 acres. 

He traced his line to 
Radalphus Rufus, granted a 
feudal charter by William the 
Uon. King of Scotland from 
1165 to 1214. The Scottish 
peerage was created in 1682. 
the 1st Lord Kinnaird having 
been knighted by King 


Charles 11. The UK barony of 
Rossie was created in 1860 for 
the 9th Lord Kinnaird. 

The young Kinnaird was 
educated at Eton and entered 
banking, in which there was a 
strong family tradition. His 
family had been active from 
the early 19th century in 
Morland, Ransom of Pall 
Mall, later, taken over by 
Barclays. It had also been 
involved in the promotion of 
the railways and sport: 
KLnnaird’s grandfather was 
an outstanding football player 
for Old Etonians and presi¬ 
dent of the Football Associ¬ 
ation for more than 50 years. 


Kinnaird served as a flying 
officer in the RAF Volunteer 
Reserve and in the 4/5th 
Battalion of the Black Watch. 
After the war. he settled in 
Essex and commuted to the 
City of London, where he 
worked in a small firm of 
stockbrokers in the days he- 
fore the Big Bang, when the 
City was a village run by 
gentlemen. 

He returned to Scotland 
about five years before the 
death nf his father and took 
over the running of the estate, 
new.' somewhat reduced by 
death duties but .still a sub¬ 
stantial mixture of arable and 
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From W« ** 



WIB you rise to the 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


TRUCK FUNDING PLC OK 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

RECEIVERSHIP) 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
A masting of tbs mdlion of 
Track Fronting PTc b. to bo hold 
at Price Waiariuma. No 1 
London Bridge. London SE1 90. 
on 24 Marob 1997 at 1030am 
under iBa prtffMooa of aocrion 
48 of the liuolvoicv Act 1964. 
The purpose of tba meeting to to 
receive the report of Ihe 
receiver* and If the creditor, 
wUh to do Its to appoint a credi¬ 
tor* commlltee. 

Creditor* tfhoae claim* jw 
wholly aecured are not entitled 

ro attend or be neprounted al I be 

mooring 

A | Barrett, Joint Administrative 
Receiver 

3 March 1997_ 


KESTREL 


HIRE 


CONTRACT 
LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Uni 
(he creditor* of (ha above com¬ 
pany ire required, on or before 
7th April 1997, to Bead In Ibair 
foil nim and a ddieaae*. full 

paiHnlut <f tkito dahta or 
Cl aims , and Him unn and 
addrnsam of ihelr aoUdiom Ilf 
any) to me Janie Taylor of Tire 
Old Fir hangs. 234 SonthcAurcb 
Rood. Southend-on Sno and If bo 
required by notice in willing 

from B(L roe personally or by 
their solicitor*, to coma in and 
prove their debt* or rlolim at 
each time and place aa (hall be 
specified la euch notice, or In 
del soil thereof they will be 
naclodnd from the benefit of any 
tUtoUflmtioii made before each 
debit an proved. 

Dated 24/Q2I97 
jamle Taylor 
LIQUIDATOR 

KB Thu notice u purely formal 
Ail known rrodlron have been 
paid In foil bat If any person 
conUtn he haa * claim against 
the cr.*mpaay he should e n d In 
hi* claim forthwith. 


Phillips Merchandising Co. 
Limited 

(IN UE1IBEBS VOLUNTARY 
LIQUIDATION! 

THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1966 
In accordance with Role 4.104 
of (he Insolvency Rules 19BA. 
notice to hereby given Uut I. JJ 
Schapire, ACA a Licensed Insol¬ 
vency Pridrionev of Messers 

Leonard Carts* 6 Co. BO Bo* 553. 
30 Eastbourne Terr ace . London 
w? <SLF, was appointed Ligusdn- 
■or of the above Company by the 
member* on 3 March 1997 
Notice la also glron pantrenr to 
Rale 4.182* Thai 1 propose to 
make 3 first and final dlairibu* 
tion in the crodliore of die Com¬ 
pany. All crodliore are regain'd 
to sand full details in writing of 
any claim to me by 27 March 
1997, whMfa If ihe Cwo date f« 
proving The final tlliliIhulloB tn 
crodliore will bo made wllhoilt 
regard to any claims not received 
by the last date for proving. 
The Company Is known to tie 
able to pay all of lu crodliore 
fuiL 

DATED THIS 3rd day of March 
1997 

1J HCHAWRA.-ACA,,-Lhiwlilainf— 


hill land. He found great 
pleasure in his trips to London 
and the family flat in Chelsea, 
and for some 20 years was a 
regular aftender at the House 
of Lords. 

In the light of the contempo¬ 
rary discussion about the he¬ 
reditary component in the 
tipper House, his speeches 
and interventions over the 
years make interesting read¬ 
ing. He was at once both 
fiercely conservative on the 
matter of tradition and 
staunchly liberal on the mat¬ 
ter of individual rights. De¬ 
spite a tendency to flirt with 
the mixed metaphor, his 
speeches show flashes of 
eloquent. 

His maiden speech in 1973 
was on the subject of noise — 
because he had been advised 
to choose as a topic “some¬ 
thing that makes me really 
angry". He was a light sleeper 
in his top flat in Durham Place 
which, he said, seemed like an 
extension to the runway at 
Heathrow — in a later ex¬ 
change a minister was to 
acknowledge it was the 
Clapham Junction of the skies. 
Kinnaird described noise as a 
living enemy. "Its waves of 
assault are like those of the 
sea. They come at you from all 
directions, like flashes from a 
bomb as it bursts." He re- 
nimed to the same subject in 
the first question he fabled, 
when he asked at what height 
aircraft were allowed to fly 
over Chelsea Bridge. 

His subsequent interven¬ 
tions found him defending 
tradition and individuality. 
Man. he observed, was not 
created equal and there was 



no such thing as an ordinary 
person. He urged stronger 
measures against crime, and 
called for it to be made 
unlawful to cause disruption 
in the nationalised industries 
or public utilities — an attitude 
prescient of current Tory 
policy. 

He denounced Marxism 
among trade unionists and 
urged them not to meddle in 
politics. He attacked the "bad 
manners" of British Airways 
staff, and compared the state 
airline unfavourably with 
British Caledonian. He de¬ 
plored football hooliganism 
and complained about bad 


language on television which 
“is constantly hurled into our 
homes without time even to 
bolt the back door". 

Yet he was a champion of a 
fai r wage for farmworkers. He 
defended the right of Sikhs not 
to wear motorcycle helmets. 
He opposed compulsion in the 
matter of seatbelts, and de¬ 
nounced moves to ban smok¬ 
ing in trains. What would BR 
da he asked, if a train broke 
down? 

He was at his most eloquent 
whenever he saw a threat to 
tradition. He warned his no¬ 
ble friends not to “monkey 
about" vath people’s wills. He 


opposed changes to the cere¬ 
mony of introduction to the 
Lords. Already, he noted, we 
had tampered with the Bible, 
the Prayer Book and the 
Church of England service — 
“with not very good results". 

The devolution legislation of 
the 1970s. though he did not 
oppose it, troubled him greatly 
and his speech became a 
lament for a dissipated patri¬ 
mony. "We are no longer a 
wealthy country: yet we 
squander our money as if 
there were no end to it We are 
no longer a self-supporting 
country, yet we allow our 
industries to be brought to a 
haft. We used to be a tradition¬ 
al country; but the powers- 
that-be see fit to do away with 
county boundaries ... Soon 
we may be in danger of 
splitting ourselves in rwo, like 
the atom." 

His final contribution, in 
1993 during a debate on the 
health control of imported 
livestock, was a question: "My 
lords, can my noble friend 
please tell me what is the 
warble fly?" 

Lord Kinnaird will be re¬ 
membered as a kindly, modest 
and rather shy man. Apart 
from the affairs of his estate, 
his chief private interest was 
in art and antiques. He was 
particularly fond of French 
19th-century paintings. 

His first marriage to Nadia 
Fortington, in 1938, was dis¬ 
solved in 1940. He is survived 
by Lady Kinnaird (Diana 
Copeman), whom he married 
in 1940, and by their four 
daughters. In 1951 his only son 
died of an illness at the age of 
lour. 


II I II 


THE ORDEAL OF MADRID 

THIRTY MONTHS BESIEGED 

(FROM A CORRESPONDENT LATELY IN SPAIN) 

Three years ago Madrid was a gay. 
happy-go-lucky city where nothing ever 
anained its due share of immediate 
attention, where all events were received 
with an incredulous smile and com¬ 
mented on with facile wit. where people 
were friendly and talked easily — too 
easily — where life flawed leisurely, 
wcaiher was pleasant, living was cheap, 
and work never very hard. 

Today, under the double strain of an 
incredibly violent revolutionary process 
wirhin its gates and a merciless war 
without, only the cynicism, blunted by 
suffering, remains. Food, after a 31 
months' siege, remains the first of ever- 
tecurring worries. An obsession, it even 
takes precedence over the war as a 
conversational theme, and indeed this Is 
no wonder in a city where butter, eggs, 
milk, coffee, fish, and fresh meat have 
lon« been only memories. The rice, 
lentils, beans, salted cod, chick-peas, the 
bread, oil. sugar, salt, the occasional 


ON THIS DAY 

March 6,1939 


A healthy climate and excellent water supply 
enabled the dty to escape epidemics, but for 
tobacco a combination of rhyme, incense and 
feu-fen ws was substituted, and for shoe 
leather slices of old car tyres. 

fruit and vegetables are all strictly 
rationed in quantities barely sufficient 
for existence. Two and a half years of 
such a regime has told profoundly on 
the physique and morale of the popula¬ 
tion. The work of the only relief 
organizations operating in Madrid — 
the Scottish Ambulance Unit, the Inter¬ 
national and the local Red Cross, the 
Swiss Aid to Children, and the Save the 
Children International Union, whose 
milk and other supplies have saved 
countless fives threatened by starvation 


— represents only a fraction of the 
assistance the town requires if a 
determined check is to be put on the 
increasing death-rate and on the rising 
tide of tuberculosis, psycho-neurosis, 
and other physical and moral ills... 

There are no public restaurants. In 
the crowded cafes, which must close by 
5. no solid food is served, only a 
milkless, sugarless malt substitute for 
coffee, lad liqueurs, and worse wines. 
By 9 o'clock theatres and cinemas must 
be closed. No light must shine out of 
windows, and streets are kept dark. By 
10 o’clock, when the once so characteris¬ 
tic night-life was just beginning, a 
general curfew drives everybody home, 
and thereafter the nightly password or a 
special authorization is required in the 
streets. The question of private property 
seems to have been relegated for 
solution when the war is over. Anti- 
Fasrist and foreign landlords retain 
their property, but, although a decree 
has reduced rents to about half their 
pre-war figure, they have to pay foil 
taxes... 


0 


LEASE 


exx 

nent. 

3 AH. 































22 TRAVEL NEWS 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 61997 


Bargains of the week—from an exotic beachside holiday in Malaysia to a shopping festivaHnDubai 


BUSINESS-CLASS flights to 
Australia with Malaysia Air¬ 
lines cost £1,900 through 
Flight Bookers. The deal is 
valid all year, if you book by 
March 31. Details; 0171-757 
2468. 


■ TRAILFINDERS has a 
£385 spring special fare to 
Johannesburg flying Sabena. 
The deal is valid until May 24. 
excluding Easter. Details: 
0171-938 3939 


CRESTA Holidays is making 
two-centre deals to Italy more 
affordable by offering free 
domestic flights between six 
leading dries. Two nights in 
Rome and two in Milan this 
spring cost £413 a person, 
using Alitalia flights and B&B 
hotel accommodation. Details: 
0990 561814. 


■ DUBAI’S shopping festival 
will be a main attraction on 
short breaks to the Gulf 
available from April 10 with 
Kuoni and costing £289 a 
person, inducting return 
flights and three nights' ac¬ 
commodation. Details; 01306 
743000. 


■ AIR UK has winter-saver 
fares of £99 return to Copen¬ 
hagen, Frankfurt, Ham¬ 
burg, Munich and Zurich. 
Milan is priced at £125 and 
Florence at £139. Details: 
0345 666777. 


■ CITY BREAKS before 
Easter are available at special 
prices from American Express 
Travel Sendee. Two-night 
breaks and return flights to 
Dublin cost £159 a person and 
to Venice £177. Prague for 
three nights costs £255. De¬ 
tails: 0345 700400. 


■ LATE-SEASON skiing in 
Meribel is on offer from £399 a 
person from April 13 for a 
week with MeriskL Price in¬ 
dudes return flights and cha¬ 
let accommodation. Details: 
01451 844788. 


■ VIRGIN ATLANTIC 
flights to New York. Boston or 
Washington cost £215 (includ¬ 
ing tax) if bought before 
tomorrow. Depart by March 
20. Details from Air Tickets 
Direct 0990 320321. 


■ NORWAY for a week for 
£299 a person with a flight 
from Gatwick on March 16 is 
on offer from Advantage Trav¬ 
el Centres and indudes B&B. 
Details: 0990 881888. 


■ TURKEY for a week, at a 
saving of £110 a person, is 
available from Tapestry Holi¬ 
days. The flight, from 
Gatwick on May 4, indudes 
B&B at a hotel with private 
beach on Turunc Bay. Price 
£199. Details: 0181-742 0055. 


■ EASIER departures to To¬ 
ronto from Gatwick, Man¬ 
chester and Glasgow cost E199 
return on selected dares. 
Details from the charter opera¬ 
tor Globespan: 0990 561522. 


■ THE Malaysia Experience 
is offering Pangkor Laut 
beach resort holidays from 
April 1 to June 15 from £859 a 
person, irtduding return 
flights from Heathrow and 
seven nights’ accommodation. 
Details: 0181-424 9548. 


■ TWO CHILDREN go for 
the price of one on any 1997 
United Vacations holiday 
booked this month. The offer 
will save families at least £300. 
A week's fly-drive holiday in 
Florida in August will cost 
£619 an adult The first child 
costs £389 and the second goes 
free. Details: 0181-313 0999. 




WIN a chance of two nights at 
the Old Course Hotel, St 
Andrews, during the Millen¬ 
nium Open golf champion¬ 
ship in July, 2000 by staying 
on file hotel’s “not just for 
golfers" weekend break this 
month, priced £99 per room. 
Details 01334 474371. 


Easter at the Spread Eagle 
Hotel, Midhurst. Sussex, and 
get a third night free. Pnce is 
from £55 a person a night 
induding dinner and based on 
double occupancy. Details: 017 
30 816911. 


IRISH FERRIES has a 48- 
hour spedai fare from Holy- 
head to Dublin of £124: 
Equivalent to a third "off; 
standard fares of £186. the , 
offers applies before March 
2b. Details: 0345171717. 


■ LA CHENEvIERE, a 
French chateau-style hold in 
Normandy, is offering three, 
four and six-day cooking 
courses from its resident chef. 
Cost is from £245 a person, 
based on double occupancy, 
and includes food and drink. 
Details: 00 332 31512525. 


■ THE Mayfair Inter-Conti¬ 
nental Hotel in central 
London has relaunched its 
restaurant under the name 
Opus 70 with a two-course 
lunch menu ar £16 per head. 
Details: 0171-344 7070. 


■ AN early spring offer is 
available from more than 40 
Quality Hotels and Comfort 
Inns until the end of March. 
Average cost is £29.75 a per¬ 
son. based on double occupan¬ 
cy. and induding dinner. 
Details: 0800 444444. 


■ SEVEN nights for the price 
of six are available at the Long 
Bay Hotel in Antigua, a 
fam fly-run hotel set on a 
private estate on the island. 
Cost, for departures during 
April and May through CV 
Travel, is £1.039 a person 
including flights, transfers 
and meals. Details: 0171-581 
0851. 


■ p&O FERRIES is offering 
24 -hour returns on Dover- , a-, 
Palais as well as.day trips. A ■ 
24-hour ticket costs £19 a-car • 
and £4 a passenger. Day trips 
cost £15 a car and £1 for each \ 
passenger (both cany £10 ; 
supplements for Saturday and. 
Bank Holiday travel) until 
June 30. Details: 0990 98098Q. • 


■ STENA Line starts opera¬ 
tion of its Lynx fast: feny.-fln:: - 
the FIshguard-Rnsslare route 
on March 10 and is offering . . 
foot passengers day trips for ¬ 
ts return. A conventional for- ' 
ry also operates the route. 
Details: 0990 767676. ---- 


Bali for ten nights at the Dynasty Hotel is available 
for £755 a person from Airline Network and indudes 
return BA flights. Details: 01772 727757 


■ HILTON UK has weekend 
breaks with prices starting 
from £96 a person for three 
nights and induding dis¬ 
counts on local attractions. 
Details: 0800 856 8000. 


■ A 20 per cent post-Easter 
discount is available from 
Rookery Hall, at Nantwich. 
Cheshire, from Easter Day 
until April 3. Dinner, bed and 
breakfast is reduced from £80 
a person a night based on 
double occupancy, to £64. 
Details: 01270 610016. 


■ MOTHERING SUNDAY 
aboard a ferry to Denmaric_is! 
offered by Scandinavian _ Sea¬ 
ways with a minibreak depar¬ 
ture from Harwich on March 
8. The package, from £79, in¬ 
cludes two nights on board and 
a third on ship or in an Esbjerg 
hoteL Details: 0990 333111. 





USAirtours 


Low season return tares from London (ax- (axes) 


ATLANTA 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO 
□ALLAS 
DENVER 
DETROIT 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
FORT MYERS 
HOUSTON 
LAS VEGAS 
LOS ANGELES 


NEW ORLEANS 

ORLANDO 

PHILADELPHIA 

PHOENIX 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SARASOTA 

SEATTLE 

TAMPA 

WASHINGTON 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 


LONDON: 0181 559 7725 

manchester:Q161 456 2515 
GLASGOW: 0141 248 4844 
BIRMINGHAM: 0121 585 7775 
CARDIFF: 01222 377 091 

REBtaaal sepplanHits Buy apply 

Alamo Rent A Car from £15 per week 
Hilton Hotels from £24 per person a stonq) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW YORK 


SEE ITV's TELETEXT RZ72 
FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS 


We use the world's best airlines including Virgin, 
British Airways, American, United, Northwest and Delta 


ORLANDO HOTLINE 
0181 559 7766 

For all your travel needs to Orlando, Florida 


ATOL 83085 


We have arranged over a million trips to the USA / 



★ STA TRAVEL * 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


. rnfr CmtSbon wj on tar cadre ml noo-guM ipaSi arise, lb acL rttlr 


Paris Buts&r £49 
Anetadsn £66 
Dubfin 08 
Geneva £96 
Athens £126 


New Yak £155 
Boston £13 
Chicago £13 
Los Angeles £211 
SanFrntiXB £211 


Vancouver £287 i Mexico £288 

bn#o k OS : Nairobi £318 

Singapore £m \ Johamesbwg £399 

Kong Kong £469 I Auckland £656 

Tbkyo £540 ! Sydney £589 


SPRING ROUND THE WORLD' it-::-• U’? 

ri-r ■ :. ;-c • >z- : s ■ :::S 


f EUROPE: 01713616161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6262, EUROSTAR: 01713616143 

1 ACCOMMODATION • CM HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
£ D7 ratal Road SKI. 86 OURananonRdSWT. II Goode? SW1. London. 


six mvtL LYKtMxnoN sEortsi uvfc an stv mm> 


imm. MAMCHfSTVL OASKW, imx. £F»MJ7I£ GBD83. CAV323HL OTTTOL ssorrai. STA TRAVEL 


PETITS PR1X 


ESBpSpm 





EMBASSY FLIGHT 
CENTRE 


F.v- Cii iJs:r 2 !ia tiTis 

Cl renin 12 S Cyprus 

01273 700737 



TRAILFINDERS 


m TRAVEL EXPERTS 


More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR HIRE 

Call Trail finders for the complete tailor-made travel service 

LONDON Longhaul: 0171 -938 3939 jj&j 

Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 £30 

First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 wnn 

BIRMINGHAM Worldwide: 0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL Worldwide: 0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW Worldwide: 0141-353 2224 fttbi 

MANCHESTER Worldwide: 0161-839 6969 LS 

First & Business Class: 0161-039 3434 I™ 


TAkf H u;ht TR WEI . 


Who in the world do you turn to 
when you need to fly? 



Tel: 0990-561-532 


• TEL: 0171 630 S<88Ejct 75 FAX: 0171 233 914i 

U , i ^ 


Hecc:)’moriOL-s ':■/ 

1 1 

"ID L r ,;zt-F~° 




NEW YORK £160 
|H0NG KONG £440 

nr 



TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


£10 Of 

mry polity sold 


BferffaiIBW.lHqjfctoprfa. 


01243 787835 








£255 


NEW YORK £159 


£ 


Airport faxes not inc. 

MAIOR TRAVEL offer 
greet value on km cost flights to ati .destinations 
in the USA, with the leading scheduled afrimes^ 
Car hire, hotels and fours available. 

RESERVATIONS 



Why pay up to £45 for two 
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0181 795 31801 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Cancun 




JETLINER 


CiMoun'.r'J t* III 
SPAIN I.-S9 USA IfSCS 

PORTUGAL 73 CARIBBEAN 20 0 

ISRAEL 09 S. AFRICA 330 

GREECE SO CANADA 175 

TL'RKEV S3 INDIA 090 

CYPRUS 149 FAR EAST 2SS 

ARABIA 23S AUSTRALIA 499 

fiL-otr, cn Car H::r Jr J (itu.-J.-icr 

cm i r Mim 


0171 828 1090 , , 


ALTA Pv7 JW* ATOL?4?" 






ANRIMNIM M* PtDUOV m PUCK 

mwah oh Mwa 1117 home 

wnu cr» ujkjm mi moiai 

■momma art aiuu mi vremu 

««« MM WMMmjMIF HI XBUCH 


0171460 2255 * 


tsr MUCK UK * 

■117 ROM! ill* -K 

fill IWNUU HM « 

mi mnu nit ^ 


^ aM m iH nn wuuniwiw m mbch m ^ 

;O < 4fVNmei&flRn < 0171370 5671: 

* OaurORTM«OfTOOBPCTITIYCPRICE « 



CAPITAL FLIGHTS 

mtasu IrEEB Tortary B 
MeanM ESS Ojpnn E 


Pttma EB9 NmYcrii El66 

Ckmcr CIS ama Css 

VIMIlMaMWiadKMi 
Cw Mm. HeWki and fcwmea 

01712094000. 

ASM BBGO nal Id RTOL (BUBS 



LOS VEGAS 
MEXICO CUT 

£251 

£276 

017 72 72 72 72 1 

DUBAI 

VANCOUVER 

INDIA 

S-HFRICa 

£229 

£286 

£343 

£370 

01772 727 727 

BUSINESS BOUND 

& FIRST CLASS THEWORU) 

013Z2Z2774Z 01372222 222 



pJUST 


Forth siMsa t tbota of escorted coach and 
self-drive tours, motorhomes. Florida. Bahamas am 
Canadian Holidays call Just America. Spedatists m 
tailor-made quafity holidays to North America. 

Tauck Tours 

Ware now booking 1997 Taudc Tours. 

Great toun - atlhe best prices. 

Motorhomes 

Spedai often. 3 nreta for die price of v 
For the best w**e.ai the everts 
-Jua America. 




W,. 0.17,30 26658BJi« 


AGonse tf99 tetofcuiitCng 
Athens £139 Orlando £199 
Malaga £109 Palma £109 
Gerana £119 Tenerife £99 


Great rates far holiday 

car bur at aS destinations 


I 

loi 1276 '68680S 
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4iiwran« desbhiib mat aloce ou.^ 
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ABERDEEN 

GLASGOW 

EDINBURGH 

INVERNESS 

AMSTERDAM 

NICE 

BARCELONA 

Afl fares angle ©cd. fox from Ixpndon Uifein ATtporf 


from 

£29 

£29 

£29 

£29 

£35 

£49 

£49 


|H0171 439 1898 


4Ma fec,I«nk*B. Imtm W1+. 


FLIGHT CENTRE 

************* 


WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 


************** 


ACCESS VISA WELCOME 
DISCOUNTED INSURANCE 
ATOL 3711 


0181 669 8607 


You'd have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare* 



AMSTERDAM frp m 
BERGEN from 
BRUSS ELS from 
DUBLIN from 
EDINBURGH from 
FRANKFURT rrom 
GLASGOW from 
UEDS BRADFORD from 
NICE from 

PALMA from _ 

PARIS from 

PRAGUE from J 

TEESSIDE from 


£69 retu.rti : 
€145 return 
£7BretoOT 
€69 return 
€62 return 
£125 return 
€62 return 
€83 retitm- 
€149 return ~ 
ma return 
€75 return ; 

£164 return^ 


easyJet 

Call 01582 44 55 55 anytime 


WORLDWIDE 


YORK' £172 
0161 272 3455 




0345 

03 4 5 


5 5 4554 os 

I FLY BM 


Bri tish Midland 

*he Airline for Europe 

,_... - w .. . 
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D S S Britons move 


offer France to top 

David Churchill ^ ^ *■> 
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■^erendum 
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ByDavid Churchill 

THOUSANDS of British holi¬ 
daymakers .10 Orlando, FIo- 
j rida. who bought theme- 
paik-admisskm tickets in ad¬ 
vance in the UK are being 
given free breakfast and lunch 
vouch ers a t Walt Disney 
World Testauxants to compen¬ 
sate for the rise in the value of 
the pound against the dollar. 
Tickets hop USA, a leading 
British- retailer of Florida 
theme-park tickets, this week 
started sending the vouchers 
to customers who bought tick¬ 
ets earlier this year and have 
since seen, the pound increase 
in value against the dollar by 
about 10 per cent 
. Maggie Smit, T3cketShop*s 
general manager, says: “We 
thought it was the best way to 
compensate holidaymakers in 
the short terni* 

Each voucher, available at 
selected Disney restaurants, is 
worth several dollars. 

Keith Prowse, a rival ticket 
agency, says it has no plans to 
follow Tickets hop's move. 
“Our ticket prices," a spokes¬ 
woman says, “are already the 
lowest" 

- Keith Prowse is selling the 
popular five-day "world-hop¬ 
per- pass to Disney World for 
£143, compared with £145.50 
byTlcketShpp. Disney Stores 
is offering the lowest price this 
week for . an adult five-day 
pass: £138.50. But this will 
increase orr Saturday to just 
over £144 after a rise in all 
Disney admission prices last 
Sunday.;-' 

• TkketShdp USA 0181495 8225. 
kdth Prowse01232232425. 



great return to Prance by 
British tourists who deserted 
the country because of a poor 
exchange rate and union dis¬ 
putes is gathering pace as 
once-frequent visitors lot* for 
undiscovered areas. 

Crystal Holidays, which re¬ 
ports a surge in bookings, says 
tbe Tam in southwest France 
has shot to fifth place in its list 
of clients’ favourite regions. 

The French Tourist Office in 
D>ndon says that, inquiries 
have increased by 20 per cent 
with growing interest in the 
lesser-known western prov¬ 
inces of Aquitaine and 
Charente. 

This years early Easter has 
helped to boost tourism with 
thousands booking a late ski¬ 
ing trip over the holiday and 
others heading for the south of 
the country to escape the rain 
and gales. 

Camping specialists, includ¬ 
ing Canvas Holidays and 
Eurocamp, report a marked 
increase in bookings after a 
dismal 1996. Britanny Ferries 
Hobdays, which has taken 
over tile Gites de France 
programme, says the self¬ 
catering market is booming. 
The company is also promot¬ 
ing out-of-the-way properties, 
including a windmill in the 
Midi Pyrenees and a convert¬ 
ed dovecote near Audi in the 
southwest. 


By Tony Dawe 

Holidaymakers who look 
after themselves in tents or 
cottages were the first to desert 
France when each pound 
would only buy Fr7.70 but 
with the exchange rate at 
Fi925, they are eager to 
return. 

“Almost every other day 
brings a record level of book¬ 
ings," says Debbie Marshall, 
product director of Crystal 
France, which specialises in 
self-drive villa holidays and is 
offering free en mute hotel 
accommodation (his year. “We 
have now achieved 250 book¬ 
ings in a day and 1997 looks 
like being a fabulous year. 

“While the Dordogne con¬ 
tinues to head our top ten list 
with its stunning scenery, 
superb food and wine and 
quality villas, the Tam has 
leapt in popularity this year. 
With its varied scenery, excel¬ 
lent walking and historic 


1 Dordogne 

2 Cote d'Azur 

3 South Brittany 

4 Languedoc 

5 Tam 

6 Loire 

7 Vendee 

8 Charente 

9 North Brittany 

10 C6te Basque/Aquitaine 
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towns like Albi and Cordes. it 
resembles the Dordogne but is 
like that region used to be 
before the British discovered it 
in their thousands." 

Marie-Slella Ray. of the 
Tam Tourist Board, says wine 
tours have been introduced to 
give vistors the chance to taste 
Gaillac wines and visit vine¬ 
yards first planted by the 
Romans. Tours of the fortified 
bastide towns and Albi are 
also available. 

Walking tours of the region 
are among the holidays fea¬ 
tured by Sherpa Expeditions, 
which specialises in cycling 
and walking holidays. The 
first tours of the season start 
shortly and cost £599 a person 
including return scheduled 
flights from London, bed and 
breakfast in chambresd’hdtes. 
most meals and detailed 
maps. 

Frank McCready, the com¬ 
pany's managing director, 
says: "Our bookings are up 
about 10 per cent this year but 
we also had a lot of growth last 
year as confidence in the 
British economy returned 
after three fairly grim years.” 

Gillian Green, of the French 
Tourist Office, says: “Calls to 
our inquiry line have in¬ 
creased by about 20 per cent 
this year. All sectors of the 
tourist industry are doing very 
positively." 



With its scenery, walking and historic towns like Albi, the Tam is increasingly popular 

Channel war resumes 


RENEWED competition on 
Channel ferry fares this sum¬ 
mer returned this week after 
P&O Ferries and Siena Line 
learnt that a decision on 
merging their operations out 
of Dover has been delayed, 
probably until after the gener¬ 
al election. Tbe delay in 


By Steve Keenan 

Monopolies & Mergers Com¬ 
mission recommendations 
virtually rules out a merger 
this summer. 

Hostilities resumed when 
P&O offered Dover-CaJais re¬ 
turns for E145 until April 30, 
up to 45 per cent off peak 
brochure prices of £268 for a 


car and up to nine passengers. 
H overspeed, meanwhile, is 
continuing its early booking 
offer until the end of March. 

Siena, Le Shuttle and Sea 
France are now expected to 
retaliate, breaking the fragile 
truce that awaited the MMC 
recommendation. 


Safety deadline hits cruise lines 


CRUISE ship operators are 
struggling to brat deadlines 
for tough new international 
safety regulations similar to 
those on commercial airliners. 
Hundreds of changes are 
being forced on cruise lines 
from July in the wake of 
disasters at sea in which more 
than 1.000 people died. 

■ These indude the provision 
of . smoke detectors, water 
sprinklers, floor-level fighting 
m guide passengers towards 
exits and the isolation of stair 
wells and open public spaces 
from the effects of smoke and 
fire. 

Ports around the world have 


By Harvey Elliott 


been told to check arriving 
ships to prevent them from 
sailing if they have not met the 
requirements. 

Though many have already 
been modified, it is feared that 
overstretched shipyards may 
not be able to complete the 
work in time. Some ship¬ 
owners have therefore dedded 
to dispose of their liners rather 
than pay for the alterations. 

It is estimated that it would 
have cost P&O almost £10 mil¬ 
lion to bring Canberra up to 
the new standards, so the 36- 
year-old vessel has been put 


up for sale. Cunaid. mean¬ 
while. has spent more than 
£12 million on refurbishing 
the QE2 to meet the stan¬ 
dards, and plans to have the 
remaining 20 per cent of the 
work completed by midsum¬ 
mer in time for the 30th 
anniversary of the launch of 
the ship. 

Saga, which is soon to take 
delivery of the 32-year-old 
Sagafjord and rename the 
ship Saga Rose, plans to have 
all the work completed by the 
end of December at a cost of 
more than E5 million. And 


Thomson, the British tour 
operator, is confident that it 
can meet the deadlines and is 
spending at least £3 milli on on 
installing new safety equip¬ 
ment to meet the new require¬ 
ments. 

At least six new cruise liners 
worth more than £1 billion 
will crane onto the market this 
year and ten more next to cope 
with the soaring demand for 
cruising. 

Only 91.000 Britons took a 
sea cruise ten years ago, but 
this year the number is expect¬ 
ed to reach 500,000 and to 
double again within the next 
five years. 


New British holiday 
airline takes off 


BRITAIN'S newest holiday air¬ 
line begins operations today 
with two Boeing 757 flights to 
Lanzarote from Manchester. 
Harvey Elliott writes. Flying 
Colours, the third airline 
started by Errol Cossey, will 
cany most of the 750,000 
customers of Sunset Holidays 
and Club 18-30, the fast- 
growing tour operations of the 
Flying Colour Leisure Group. 

Mr Cossey founded both Air 
Europe and Air 2000 and is 
credited with changing the 
face of charter flying by insist¬ 
ing on using only new jet 


aircraft and by offering the 
kind of in-flight service 
previously associated only 
with scheduled carriers. 

Flying Colours, which will 
have four new Boeing 757s and 
an Airbus A320. has also neg¬ 
otiated to take over British Air¬ 
ways services from Gatwick to 
the Caribbean via Tampa, Flo¬ 
rida. British Airways is con¬ 
cerned al the low profit mar¬ 
gins on many leisure routes 
from Gatwick and hopes that 
a lower-cost carrier such as 
Flying Colours can operate 
them more efficiently. 


PINKERTON’S EYE 




H%.tOff»ISK / 

IN separate incidents, at the 
end of last month, two chlo¬ 
rine gas bombs were planted 
in eastern suburbs of Sydney, 
Australia, and the toxic fumes 
injured 23 people. Despite 
recent explosions, western 
China remains low-risk. 


An oil company employee has 
been kidnapped by presumed 
Colombian guerrillas in Vene¬ 
zuela. An American tourist 
has been found shot dead 
about 25 miles west of 

Pietersburg, Sooth Africa. 
Since the Government’s accep¬ 
tance of early elections, the 
threat of violence in Bulgaria 
is receding. 


Kidnapping is a boom indus¬ 
try in Guatemala. Travel in 
rural areas after dark is not 
advised and inadequate assis¬ 
tance from the police is com¬ 
mon. Police in Old Delhi, 
India, describe bombs plant¬ 
ed there late last month, 
wounding at least ten people, 
as the type used by Muslim 
separatists rebelling in Kash¬ 
mir. Trt-for-tai attacks by ex¬ 
tremists are rising in 
Pakistan. 


After a particularly violent 
month of Ramadan in Alge¬ 
ria. foe Armed Islamic Group 
has threatened further vio¬ 
lence in foe run-up to foe 
forthcoming elections. 


On March 21, Kurds in Tur¬ 
key. Iraq and Iran will cele¬ 
brate their new year (Now 
Ruz). In Turkey this date 
usually signals foe beginning 
of the PICK’S spring offensive 
against the Government Pa¬ 
kistan Day on March 23 could 
trigger renewed attacks on the 
Hindu minority by Muslims. 
• Pinkertons 0181-424 8884 
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Tom Shone interviews Kristin Scott Thomas 

- read it this weekend 

PLUS Win a £50,000 investment from Fidelity 

TTTF si 


THE CHINA SUITE 

Four unique itineraries around China based on concessionary tariffs offered by British Airways 


The Yangtse Gorges 

A 9-day visit from £895.00 

The cbm across the Yangtse will change eve- 
rything. Most peepte are new avare that the Chi¬ 
nese have commenced the preliminary work of 
constructingadamacrossfoeYaagJseckKetothe 
spectacular Three Gorges which has lead to an 
enormous upsurge m demand for Yangtse orrises 
tosee the Gorges before their charactochanges for 
ever. We haw secured a few places cm a limited 
number of the 1997cruises and combined itwith 
concessionary feres from British Airuuys. 

Itinerary in Brief 

Day 1 Depart London Healhrw by non-stop flight 
to Peking. 

Day 2 Arrive Peking transfer to the 4-star Xiyuan 
HoteL Afternoon dty tour including Forbidden 
City and Summer Palace. 

Days 3-7 Fly to Wuhan and board theMVYangtse 
Paradise for a five-night cruise through the'Three 
Gorgesand Little Gorjfcs. callingatShahi. 
Wtshan. Fengdu toChongqing. 

Dssj8Moming Qj^rtto Pdang-Aftemcofi 
Great Wall visit 

Day 9 Fly to London Heathrow arriving 
the same day. 

1997 Departures & Prices 

April 14£950.00- May &095.OO 

May26i950.00-July7i895.00 
July28£950.00-August25f9S0J)0 

Singlesupplement£395.00 

Balconysupplefnenti285.0G 
ladananc I ransxxtNJon throughout, cseuntan 
as indicated, full board on cruise, and room and 
bruUsdmlVUf^Natlael^idoverseasainnrt 
taxes, travel insuranceand visa procurement. 

The Silk Route Revisited 

TheBuddhistTreasuxesat 
Dtmhuang-A 9-day visit from 
£1250.00 

In rtanttimesithasbeenoctitmely difficult 
toreafoDunhuangtosrettes>edaailarBuddto 
Grottoes set into a mountainside. The journey 
often involved longand unco mforta ble train jour- 
neyswhKfn also made the undertaking very expen¬ 
sive. Recently an airport has been constructed 
close to Lhiyuan - foe railhead for Dunhuangand 
regular twice weekly flights operate from Xian to 
which we have combined withatwo-dty stay to sk 
the IerracotlaWanTOT5. and Peking for the Great 
Will and Ming Tombs. Starting in Xian, foe Silk 
Road followed the Gansu Corridor and across the 
Taklamakan Desert-The oasis tarn of Dunhuang 
was considered tobe both the first and lasttown in 
China and also the place where Budfircm was 
introduced into China in 111BC. The 1000Bud¬ 
dhist caves contain some of the world's finest 
Buddhist art Of the original 1000caves some 460 
still remain. 

Itinerary in Brief 

Day 1 Fly non-stop to Peking. 

Day2 Arrive Pdringin the momingand relax. 
Afternoon dty tour. 

Day 3 Ply tnXianstaytwonightsandvisitBel! 
Tower and Terracotta Warriors. 

Days 4 - 7 Fly to Dunhuang and stay three 
nights visiting the caves and nearby oasis. 




D^y 8 Fly to Peking and visit the Creat WalL 
Dqr9 Fly to Heathrow arriving the same day. 

1997Departures & Prices 
July 7,14,21,28-August4.11.18.25 
Mdepartures£l25a00 

Singfesuppkment£225J)0 
as inflated (tot b*iwW;insirance.rjH procurement, wersea* 

airport tares. 


The Middle Kingdom 

9 days from £585.00 
The arrangement commences with a /light 
fromDrndonHeathrowtoPekingfoOowedbyseMen 
nightsatthe 4-star Xiyuan Hotel ideally located for 
making both independent and organised excur¬ 
sions to the Great Wall, Ming Tombs. Summer 
Palace. Forbidden City and Peking Zoo. You may 
also elect to visit Qiina's ancient capital, Xian, to 
see the Tenacotta Warriors. 

Itinerary in Brief 

Dqyl Deport Heathrow bynon-strpflifSitto Peking. 
Day 2 Arrive Peking and transfer to the Xlynn 
Hotel fora stay of seven rights. 

Dags 3 - 8 At leisure in Peking with a wide fooice 
of local sightseeing available. Optional excursion 
to Xian to see the Terracotta Warriors. 

Day 9 Depart Peking arriving London Heathrow 
the same day. 

1997Departures & Prices 

ApriI7,14,21,28-May 5.12,19.26 
July 7.14.21,28-Augusts 1L 18.25 
AUdeparture&£585.00 
Single supptementilXxOO 
0ptiaial2-n^excursiontoXiminciud- 
ingbreakfastand a^HseeingJ275h0 (Sriv 
#esupplernent£35.0Q). 
lndmiKiE tranyortalion throughout nwm only, 
tool guides. Not toriodwl-insurance. vita procure¬ 
ment, sightseeing. overseiMirport lazes, tips. 

The Three Cities 
Tour of China 

Peking, Xian & Shanghai 
A 9-day visit from £995.00 

Utistourtakes in the three most popular cities 
ofChina.nanelyPdQng(2ni^it5)fti0ittoXian(2 
nights) flight to Shanghai (2 nights) and finally 
returi^toPeking for the last ni^it before flying 
home with British Airways. During our stay visits 
will be mack to the Great Waft, Mmg Tombs. 
Summer Palace, Forbidden City, the Terracotta 
WarnrckiXian,andinShan^tlKJamousBinl 
and Nanking Road Hotels: Xian; Grand Castle (4 
start-Shanghai: HuatinGuest House(3star). 

1997Departures & Prices 

April 7,14,21,28-May 5,12,19,26 
Juty7 t M,21,28-August4,11,18,25 
Afldepartures£995.00 
Single supplemmt£l 75.00 

our. acan^^^aud > NMto^ikd: insurancLwsa 
procurement, owenemirport tares. 

All prices aresAjed to change and our cunoit Conditions of 
Booking (a copy ofwhich is available on requat) shall apply lo 
allnsenations. 

0171-6161000 

VQYAGE5JULE5 VERNE 
21 Dorset Square, London NW1 

Travel Promotions LULABTAV1661ATOL883B 
Inierqet httpa'/www.yjvxoaik 
Ourofficeswe 

9am h>8pnianiBi nawaHuaMU lu^mi.rvr iretMaoj 
visitors, the office hours are 9ara to5prn weekdays onfj. 
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Meat safety report ‘suppressed’ 


£175 tax free pension is Tory target 



Princess’s logo 

The independent streak of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, has now ex¬ 
tended to designing her own logo 
which distances her still further 
from the rest of the Royal 
Family-Pages I, 7 

Attlee conversion 

The grandson of Clement Attlee, 
the post-war Labour Prime Min¬ 
ister. is to join the Conservatives 
in the House of Lords-Page I 

Court fee challenge 

The Lord Chancellor was accused 
of acting outside his powers in a 
test challenge over the hefty in¬ 
creases in court “entrance" fees he 
has introduced...Page 2 

Penalty award 

Danny Baker, a radio presenter 
who lambasted a referee over a 
FA Cup penalty decision, was 
sacked by the BBC, and the refer¬ 
ee will no longer officiate du ring a 
Premiership match between the 
same two sides.Page i 

Cloning defence 

The creation of human clones 
might bring benefits to mankind 
and should not be outlawed, the 
chairman of the authority set up 
to regulate embryo experiments 
said...._Page 4 

Cruising home 

One of the last groups of expatri¬ 
ate civil servants in Hong Kong 
will invoke a final privilege from 
the empire when they set sail for 
home today-....Page S 


Cancer breakthrough 

Sdenrists in Scotland have dis¬ 
covered why the ceils in tumours 
go on multiplying out of 
control--Page 6 

Holy Loch alert 

Surveys have shown that Holy 
Loch in Scotland is contaminated 
with dangerously high levels of 
toxic waste and littered with junk 
after the closure of the US Navys 
nuclear submarine base. Page II 

Albania fighting 

The state of emergency tightened 
in Albania, as fighting appeared 
to intensify in the south and the 
Government rejected all offers of 
foreign mediation_Pages 12,13 

Swiss offer 

The Swiss Government has of¬ 
fered to use about E3 billion of 
Switzerland’s gold reserves for a 
“solidarity foundation" for vic¬ 
tims of genocide and catastrophe 
worldwide . Page 14 

Republican disarray 

The Senate’s rejection of the cor¬ 
nerstone of the Republican con¬ 
gressional agenda — the proposal 
to force the Government to bal¬ 
ance its budget — has left the 
party in disarray_Page 15 

Financial star 

Macaulay Cufldn. now 16, has 
been granted access to his $7 
million (E43 million) fortune so 
that he can attempt to restore the 
imbalance child-star fame 
brought to his life_Page 15 


Bring on turtle doves for England 


■ The kiwi is the emblem of New Zealand and the bald eagle 
symbolises the soaring power of the United States but what are 
their counterparts in Britain? The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds proposes the Scottish crossbill for Scotland, 
the turtle dove for England, the red kite for Wales and the black 
guillemot for Northern Ireland—--Page II 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,420 



ACROSS 

1 Rapture when first of horses 
comes in. producing share of a 
large sum (7). 

5 Takes risks on business volumes 
(7)- 

9 King I held to be a hopeless case 

(5) . 

10 To give allure to a girl, some 
make-up is needed (9). 

11 Fat cat finally gets permit (6). 

12 Criminal proposal to secure 
objective (8). 

14 Contract’s in the bag (5). 

15 Damned bad dictionary gone 
into by people (3-6). 

18 Such a picture framed only 
occasionally? (4-5). 

20 Deal with mass hysteria caused 
by witches here (5). 

22 Royal servant speaking for the 
defence (S). 

24 Daughter less polished as artist 

(6) . 


26 One new item of furniture app¬ 
ears to get in the way (9). 

27 Concealing origin of odour, part 
of body given a nice smell (5). 

28 Technique for one type of fiction 

(7). 

29 Action to recover point by football 
team in return (7). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20.419 
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D 0 ® 51 0 a Z2 
180310 00000000801 
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DOWN 

1 Difficulty getting dothes over 
belly (5*4). 

2 Article representing lunar type of 
edipse (7). 

3 Soldier captures enemy leader in 
the flesh (9). 

4 Side with slight advantage (4). 

5 Dismayed as man gets killed in 
action (4-6). 

6 Made to capture rook, but one 
can mate with the queen (5). 

7 Taken to task about secret (7). 

8 Absolute monarch succeeding fe¬ 
male (5). 

13 Hear wild animat'd go free from 
arcus (10). 

16 Wrongdoer's crimes disturbed 
social worker (9). 

17 Am created free, but have to set 
limits (9). 

19 Prophet from a church in African 
country (7). 

21 Mean to get the information (3-4). 

22 Falstaffs crony, with hollow legs? 
(5)- 

23 Name many held in Jerusalem? 
(5). 

25 A Jot of cows belonging to another 
dairy Ml. 
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■ An unpublished report on Britain’s meat industry gave a 
warning a year ago that poor hygiene was putting the public at 
increasing risk of infection from E. coli — the bacterium which 
recently claimed 20 lives in Scotland. 

The report was commissioned by the Meat Hygiene Service, 
an agency of the Ministry of Agriculture. Publication was 
suppressed after the authors refused to tone down criticisms 
contained in the draft version- Pages 1,4 


■ John Major held out the prospect of a tax-free pension of 
£175 a week for the next generation when he unveiled plans for 
the biggest overhaul in state pensions for 50 years. The Prime 
Minister said that everyone would have their own pension 
scheme to be built up over a working lifetime — Pages 1 , 8,9 



Preview: There is no. shortage of 
remedies for Britain's weight prob¬ 
lem. Horizon (BBC2. 9pm);. Ra- 
view: Lynne Truss on a Hong-Kcsig 
documentary- 


The pension plan 

Peter Utley’s pension proposals 
have brought a gust of fresher 
into the stale, smoky atmosphere#, 
pre-election politics-Paige? 

Swiss atonement 

president Roller's proposals bring 
home to the Swiss, for the first tin* 
, that the Alps do not shield then 
from world opinion—;— P£ge j 

The dream terrine 

Man is the animal tiiat cooks. And 
good cooking has been ah art since 
the Stone Age. In the Clone Age it 
has also become a saence at the 
crossing edge-u^~Page9 


Spring was on the ground at Kew Gardens yesterday when two-year-olds James NichoDs and Alice Pinhey admired the crocuses 


Tobacco: BAT Industries has dra¬ 
matically softened its line on the 
prospects for a settlement on tobac¬ 
co litigation-Page 25 

Lonrho: Dieter Bock, the German 
investor, Is severing all links with 
Lonrho to become a director and 
shareholder of TrizecHahn, one of 
the largest properly companies in 
North America.... Page 25 

Insurance: Life companies and in¬ 
vestment managers have warmly 
welcomed proposals to privatise 
pensions, saying the move could 
boost their annual premium in¬ 
come by hundreds of billions of 
pounds every year-Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 rose 24 to 

4360.1. Sterling fell from 985 to 

98.1. falling from $1.6170 to 1.6100 
and DM27643 to 27557 Page 28 I 


Football: Stan Collymore, Liver¬ 
pool's £3 millio n forward, is likely 
to be left out of the team for the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup, first- 
leg tie with SK Brann in Norway 
tonight_Page 48 

Rugby union: Arwel Thomas, the 
Wales stand-off half, wifi not be fit 
for the match against England 
because of a knee injury. Wales 
name their squad today —Page 45 

Cricket: England will arrive home 
from New Zealand, the leadership 
more secure and the team more 
settled than it has been in 
years_Page 46 

Motor racing: Damon HOI said he 
was hoping to drive at the top level 
for several more years but would 
be unable to offer a real defence of 
his title this season-Page 45 


Best films: Tom Cruise is all heart 
as a sports agenr in Jerry Maguire, 
written and directed by Cameron 
Crowe with echoes of the old Holly¬ 
wood tables_Page 35 

Best videos: New our this week is 
Stealing Beauty, Bernardo Berto¬ 
lucci's charming fable of blossom¬ 
ing sexuality starring Uv Tyler; 
phis the cult 1967 television series. 
The Monkees _Page 36 

Roaring Forties: Kurt Weill’s 1941 
Broadway smash Lady in the Dark 
opens an Tuesday at the National 
Theatre. Can director Francesca 
Zambefii make the musical’s wit 
work today?_ Jay 37 

Bitter and sweet Romance, Ro¬ 
mance is the name of a pair of one- 
act musicals based on cynical short 
stories_Page 37 


The McAlpine memoirs: Spending 
Christmas with Margaret That¬ 
cher at Chequers; the day I became 
an IRA target, plus thoughts on 
Michael Heseltine-Page 17 


Dr Thomas Stuttoford: Willie Car- 
son has retired from racing be¬ 
cause his joints can no longer take 
the strain, but osteoarthritis is not 
confined to sportsmen-Page 16 



Everyone’s Invited: Robert Shep¬ 
herd traces the road to new Labour, 
and Russell Cetyn Jones on Tibor 

Fischer’s new novel— Page 38 

He amused hen Roy Strong on 
Queen Victoria's Prince Consort, 
and Roger Scuton on the philoso¬ 
phy of Peter Abelard_Page 39 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG ; 

If you are not prepared to be a real/ 
father, you should not father the -; 
child; if you are not prepared to be 
a real mother, you should not be " 

come pregnant-Paige 18- 

PETER RIDDELL 
Labour’s reaction [to the penaon 
plan] was a depressing examp&of. 
kne^jerk opposition politics at its”, 
worst. Several of its claims were 
either wrong or alarmist — Piige 9 

JOHN BRYANT 

“If you think I look in good shape, 
you should have seen me when 1 
was 92" said Everett Hosack; who 
won three gold medals in jBinp 
ingham. “I was as fit as a fiddk up 
to 92 but now the germs are cirdmg ; 
round my waggon”-Page 46- 
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Captain A J. Baker Cresswdt de¬ 
stroyer commander. Lord Kfrm- 
aird, 13th Lord; Dr Guy Wiglcy. 
GLC medical adviser-Page 21 



IN THE TIMES 


■ POP 

Caitlin Moran reveals 
the real story behind 
the success of 
the Spice Girls 


■ INTERVIEW 
Valerie Grove 
meets the 
distinguished 
actress Claire Bloom 


Back to France: British holiday- 
makers who shunned France be¬ 
cause of a poor exchange rate are 
returning in force — and discover¬ 
ing new areas-Page 23 

Take-off: Britain’s newest holiday 
airline. Flying Colours, starts oper¬ 
ations today with two Boeing 757 
flights to Lanzarote_Page 23 


Devolution; Bishop's prayer for a; 
Labour victory; Nato expansion; 
David Evans’s gaffe™_Page 19 


7,12 20.24,28,43. Bonus 45. 

The estimated jackpot this week is 
0,900.000 


If M Chirac thought it was possible 
to halt the progress of justice, hers ' 
wrong. The higher magistrates 
council report shows that the num¬ 
ber of judges who are determined, 
to win and to defend their indepen- ■ 
dence is constantly increasing •_ 
— Le Monde 
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W 6 rM City Weather ©Mas®* 

I S3 destinations world wide 
6 day forecast 

by Phone iflal 0336 411216 

by Fax (Index page) 0336 416333 


□ General: a ridge of high pressure 
will cross southern Britain. Late in the 
day weather fronts will approach the 
northwest of Scotland. 

Many places in England and Wales 
will have a dear frosty start, perhaps 
only Kent and other southeastern 
counties will be frost free. During the 
day it will be dry and bright with 
lengthy sunny periods- 

Most places in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland will have a bright day 
after a dear frosty start. In central and 
east Scotland and Northern Ireland 
there will be much sunshine. North¬ 
west Scotland and Shetland wNI have 
a few showers. Western areas will 
become ricreasrigly cloudy. 


Motoring 

Europe Country by Country 
European U msa 
French Motorways 
Seaport Information 
Disneyland Prt 
Le Shuttle 


0336 401 88S 
0336 401 886 
0336 401 887 
0336 401 882 
0336 401 409 
0336 401 895 


□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, E Midlands, E 
England, W Midlands, Channel 
Isles, SW England, S Wales, N 
Wales, NW England, Lake District, 
Isle of Man, Central N, NE Eng¬ 


land: frosty, then sunny and dry. 
Winds light, west or southwest. Max 
11C (52F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Central Highlands, Moray Firth, NE 
Scotland, Orkney: frosty start, sunny 
periods, dry by day. Winds moderate 
or fresh southwest. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Argyll, N Ireland: frosty start. 
Sunny periods then clouding over 
from west Winds freshening from 
southwest later. MHd. Max IOC (50F)- 

□ NW Scotland: bright, sunny Inter¬ 
vals, isolated showers then dry. Cloud 
increasing in afternoon, outbreaks of 
rain later. Winds fresh or strong 
southwest Mild. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Shetland: bright or sunny, a tew 
showers. Winds freshening from 
southwest. Mild. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Outlook: dry, sunny, overnight 
frost. Cloudier, windier in far north. 
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SUPPORT RECYCLING 
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makes his bid 
for an Oscar 
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BATto 
consider 
setding 
lawsuits 
in US 

By Marianne Curphey 

BAT' Industries is ready to 
consider a possible settlement 
of the multmrillion-dollar to¬ 
bacco lawsuits it faces in 
America/ 

Martin Broughton, chief ex¬ 
ecutive. said: “The on-going 
cost in legal terms and the 
impact on the share price is 
such that we think it sensible 
and appropriate to evaluate a 
settlement"- He fait the legal 
costs at $I00million in 1996, 
saying that these could rise in 
the nod two years. 

A sensible settlement would 
be raw that covered ah current 
and future claims and was 
approved by Congress and the 
White House, he said. 

BAT also appears to have 
altered its stance on a possible 
demerger jrf its tobacco and 
finanaai services interests. 

Lord Calms, chairman, 
said: "We are not wedded to 
die structure we have at the 
moment because ft is the struc¬ 
ture we have inherited. We 
have an open mind. If the 
results are better for die share¬ 
holders and move the business 
forward, we will do it” - * 
Some analysts had hoped 
BAT. would announce yester¬ 
day .that it- was .seeking, an . 
industry-wide settlement of 
anti-smoking litigation after a 
seria of court cases in the US. 
'•Mir.'Broughton said he 
would be willing to consider 
proposals for a settlement to 
cut offlhe possibility of any 
future claims, but he did not 
Intend tosetouttermsforBAT 
or far the industry as a whole. 

BAT shares fell 19b p to 530p, 
which analysts blamed on prof¬ 
it-taking and City disappoint¬ 
ment over year-end profits. 
Pre-tax profit for the 12 months 
to December was £2.495 billion 
(£2384 billion). This included a 
charge of £160 million as 
provision for die costs of envi¬ 
ronmental claims in the US 
against Eagle Star, 'one of 
BATS insurance companies. 

The underlying profit from 
continuing operations in¬ 
creased 7 per cent Lord 
Cairns said it had been a 
difficult yearfar the insurance 
business and overseas earn¬ 
ings had been affected by the 
s t reng t h of sterling to the tone 
erf £30 million. Earnings per 
share grew 2 per cent to 4S.6p. 
The dividend is up 2p to 26p. 

BAT'S tobacco businesses 
produced a 7 per cent overall 
improvement in local curren¬ 
cy, with trading profit rising to 
EL6 billion. Financial services 
grew by an underlying.8 per 
cent to £12 billion. 

Lord Cairns declined to 
comment on speculation that 
BAT had tried to tempt Com¬ 
mensal Union, the composite 
insurer, into a merger with 
Allied Dunbar and Eagle Star. 

BAT is concerned that con¬ 
tinuing litigation has kept 
down die share price. Analysts 
believe that the stock could be 
worth 700p if a settlement 
were reached. 

.Mr Broughton said: “The 
on-going cost fri legal terms 
and the impact on the share 
price is such that we think it 
sensible and appropriate to 
evaluate a.. settlement.” 

Pen n ington, page 27 
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Lord Cairns, chairman, said it bad been a difficult year for the insurance business and overseas earnings had been affected by the strength of sterling to the tune of £30 million 


Life firms welcome 
pensions proposals 


Ex-Barings chief 
sues for £350,000 

By Robert Mjller. banking correspondent 
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By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


LIFE companies and invest¬ 
ment managers have wel¬ 
comed proposals to privatise 
pensions, saying me move 
could boost their annual 
premium income by hun¬ 
dreds of billions of pounds 
every year. 

Their enthusiasm was, how¬ 
ever, tempered by warnings 
that no company would be 
willing to run a new scheme 
unless products were simple 
and (heap to administer. 

Privatised pensions are like¬ 
ly to be run by a select group of 
preferred providers approved 
and regulated by the Jfersonal 
Investment Authority (PIA). 

C omp e ti t i on for inclusion 
will be fierce in an industry 
that is cut-throat, and many 
casualties are expected. Total 
pension provision in the UK is 
already worth £600 billion. 
Unsuccessful companies 
might include small life insur¬ 
ers with high expense ratios. 

The beneficiaries of a low- 
cost, mass-market product 
will be big mutual life com¬ 
panies. unit trust and fund 


managers and direct insur¬ 
ance companies, all of which 
will be able to cope with 
administering tens of thou¬ 
sands of policy documents 
with minimum expense. 

Standard life, one of Eu¬ 
rope’s largest insurers, could 
be among the successful bid¬ 
ders for business. Andrew 
Black, marketing manager, 
said: “There will be big win¬ 
ners and big losers, and the 
losers are likely to disappear 
in an industry which is al¬ 
ready consolidating." 

Andrew Waiwick-Thomp- 
son, of Bacon & Woodrow, 
who tracks the performance of 
pension providers, said: “The 
market will be worth many 
billions, and the big fund 
managers will be serious 
about breaking into the mar¬ 
ket." He predicts powerful 
fund managers and unit trust 
proriders such as Schroders, 
Mercury Asset Management 
and Gartmore will in future 
poach market share from tra¬ 
ditional life companies. 

Clive Boothman, director of 


Schroder Unit Trusts, said: 
“We are certainly interested in 
providing investment links for 
pensions. Companies will 
need a very efficient adminis¬ 
trative system to deal with tens 
of thousands of small amounts 
of money from employees and 
employers. The onus is on the 
Government to make products 
simple, so that costs can be 
kept down to a I per cent 
management fee." 

New entrants selling pen¬ 
sions by telephone also see the 
proposals as an opportunity. 
Tony Wood, marketing direc¬ 
tor of Virgin Direct, described 
the proposals as “very excit¬ 
ing". He said: "This is a great 
opportunity, but also a major 
responsibility." 

liberty International Pen¬ 
sions. which has a new direct 
pension product, voiced con¬ 
cerns over how the Govern¬ 
ment scheme would be 
regulated. Marc Hommel. 
director, said: "Policing the 
scheme will be very impor¬ 
tant This is a challenge and 
an opportunity for the indus¬ 


try and presents a threat to 
same of the traditional prorid¬ 
ers which have high costs." 

The Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry said its review, to 
be concluded by the autumn, 
would be looking at the main 
alternative proposals for 
change, including those set out 
by the Government 
The TUC and the GMB 
union gave warning that a new 
pensions scandal could be im¬ 
minent John Monks, TUC 
General Secretary, said: “The 
greatest financial scandal of 
modem times has been the 
mis-selling of personal pen¬ 
sions and the failure of the 
guilty companies to provide 
prompt and full compensation. 
Yet the Government wants to 
reward them with more busi¬ 
ness and more opportunities to 
rip off customers." 

EI75-per-week plan, page 1 
Details, page 8 
Peter Ridded page 8 
Chilean modcL page 9 
Pennington page 27 
Graham Seaijeant page 29 


A FORMER head of corporate 
finance of ING Barings is 
suing his previous employer 
for a bonus payment worth at 
least £350,000. 

A High Court writ lodged in 
London by Richard Orders, 
who joined Barings in Septem¬ 
ber 1976, said he took up an 
appointment as head of corpo¬ 
rate finance for the Asia region 
in April 1994 and was relo¬ 
cated to Hong Kong. After the 
£830 million crash of Barings 
two years ago and its subse¬ 
quent rescue by ING, of The 
Netherlands, Mr Orders kept 
his position. 

In his writ, lodged by Cam¬ 
eron Mark by Hewitt, the City 
law firm, Mr Orders said he 
had received a letter on March 
17, 1995, thanking him for his 
contribution and informing 
him that he had been awarded 
a £175,000 bonus. 

Mr Orders’s writ alleges 
that in December 1995, with¬ 
out warning, he was told that 


David Hudson had been ap¬ 
pointed to replace him and 
that he should return to 
London as director of the 
UK/European corporate fi¬ 
nance department 

However, it became appar¬ 
ent that a key piece of business 
from die Swire Pacific Group 
would not be obtained unless 
Mr Orders was involved. The 
writ says that it was agreed 
that die former ING Barings 
executive would stay in Hong 
Kong until no later than 
March 1996 and that he would 
be paid a cash bonus of 
£350.000. Further, he was told 
by letter he would be paid a 
cash bonus of 10 per amt of 
revenues earned from various 
deals including Swire Pacific 
and Cable and Wireless. Mr 
Orders resigned from Barings 
in July 1996. 

Last year, Mary Walz. a 
former Barings executive, 
sued the bank unsuccessfully 
for an unpaid £500,000 bonus. 
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Taste 

Cadbury Schweppes, the 
confectionery group, is 
showing the strongest 
signs yet that it is looking to 
make a substantial 
acquisition, saying it could 
afford to spend £2 billion. 
Page 27, Tempus 28 

Squeeze 

BICC, the construction 
group, says the squeeze on 
government spending in 
Europe to fit economies for 
monetary union has 
prolonged the construction 
slump. Plage 30 


James Capel 


Bock severs links with Lonrho Investment Management 


ByEjucReguly 

DIETER BOCK announced 
yesterday that be is ending his 
relationship with Lonrho to 
-become a director and share¬ 
holder of TrizecHahn, one of 
the largest office buflding and 
shopping mall companies in 
North America. 

Mr Bock has agreed to sell 

afi erf the assets of Advanta 
Management, his property 
company, in exchange for 
$147 miffibn of TrizecHahn 
voting shares, equivalent to a 
4 per cent equity stake. He is 

to become vice-chairman of 
TrizecHahn and president of 
its European operkions when 

he retires as non-executive 
director and deputy chairman 
of Lonrho this month. 

peter Monk chief executive 

of TrizecHahn, based in To¬ 
ronto, said that he courted Mr 

Bock to help give TrizecHahn 

fa«t exposure to the European 



Dieter Bock will offer his European property expertise 


market He said that Mr Bock 
has “five projects.. .which we 

could not possibly assemble 
on our own", and offers "total 
femHiarity with the property 
market in Europe". 

Die Advanta portfolio in¬ 
cludes Number 1 Poultry, the 


commercial development in 
the City of London that occu¬ 
pies the site of the former 
Mappin & Webb building, 
and the Taschenbergpalais, 
the historic palace in Dresden 
that was rebuilt after the 
Second World War. 


Under Mr Bock, Trizec¬ 
Hahn will initially concen¬ 
trate on shopping mall 
developments in Europe, said 
Mr Munk. 

Trace Hahn's goal, he said, 
is to become the "Barrick of 
the property industry." refer¬ 
ring to TrizccHahn's control¬ 
ling stake in Barrick, the 
second largest gold producer 
in the world. About $12 
billion has been set aside for 
European property projects. 

Mr Bock stepped down as 
chief executive of Lonrho last 
year and sold his 18 3 per cent 

stake in the company to Anglo 
American Corp of South Afri¬ 
ca. He no longer owns any 
Lonrho shares but has said 
that he might become a share¬ 
holder of Lonrho's African 
trading operations once they 
are spun off. 

Tempus, page 28 
Into the sunset, page 29 


Charity Specialists 


We offer segregated fund management 
for charities with assets in excess of £200,000. 
You can be assured of a personal, professional, 
competitively priced service offered by specialists 
who already look after £700 million 
on behalf of over 250 leading charities. 


City star at heart of Nomura inquiry 


By Jon Ashworth and Robert Miller 


ONE of the CStys most successful 
stockbrokers could be crifed to ewe 
evidence.in connection with a A 
million (£290 million) share deal on me 
Austral^ Stock Exchange. 

. Robert Mapstone, former c^head a 
equities at Nomura International in 
London, initiated the arbitrage trade* 
whidi triggered an international 

mvestigatmT ... __- 

The Australian Securities CoutiW 
sion (ASQ is taking Noraura to court 
for alleged, market manipulation- 
alleges that Nomura engaged m ttus- 

.deceptive conducr. 

.Nomura of “washp?^ 

ak in securitiesjnw» it 


was both buyer and seller. The ASC 
said to be under political pressure to 
improve a poor prosecution word, 
began proceedings in theFaJenfi 
Court last week. The case is based on 
S^teofMar^29 asty^.when 
Nomura unwound a br^a*«™g 
Matron by allowing 12,844 March 
1996 Share Price Index (SPI) futures 
mnmrts to expire. It simultaneously 
£3Sd the sale of A$600 million of 

Se ^e t transaction was initiated ty Mr 
Maostone in London, and earned out 
wi Smcan Moss, a Nomura trarter m 
HoneK*g- Hie sell order lingered a 
SS&rSn in die stock market aide* 


• 

At the time, Mr Mapstone raid the 
trades were "a normal pica: of busi¬ 
ness", and said: “We do it in markets 
all around the world, but we always act 
within the rules.” 

There is no suggestion that Mr 
Mapstone profited improperly from 
the transaction. It occurred shortly 
before the benchmarking of Nomura's 
annual bonuses. The Bank of England, 
which has been kept informed of 
events, this week warned the market 
that bonus targets could encourage 
traders to take undue risks. 

M-Mapstone, who left Nomura fast 
July. {is said to have taken an extended 
holiday in South Africa, and was 


unavailable for comment. A keen 
rugby player, he was recruited to 
shake-up Nomura’s London equity 
division, but left after just two years 
following a disagreement over 
strategy. 

The former Nomura executive was 
regarded in City circles as “very 
successful", and as such would have 
enjoyed handsome bonuses. 

The Securities and Futures Author¬ 
ity (SFA), the watchdog for brokers and 
futures dealers in the UK, is under¬ 
stood to he keeping a watching brief, 
and has supplied detailed information 
to ihe AS^‘. 

Nomura declined to comment. 


For further information, please contact: 

George Lynne 

James Capel Investment Management 
6 Bevis Marks, London, EC3A 7JQ. 
Telephone: 0171-626 0566 Facsimile: 0171-283 3187 


James Capel Investment Management 


James Capel Investment Management is a trading name of HSBC Investment Bank pic. 
Regulated by SFA and a member of the London Stock Exchange. 

Member HSBC Group 
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Loss-making T&N to cut 
1,400 jobs worldwide 


By Carl Mortished 

T&N, the UK automotive com¬ 
ponents company, yesterday 
announced 1.400 job cuts 
worldwide as it reported year- 
end losses of £388 m&lion 
before tax for 1996. 

The losses, which compared 
with profits of £120 million in 
1995. arise from a £515 million 
provision and insurance pre¬ 
mium aimed at ring-fencing 
future liability to asbestos 
injury claims. 

The job losses, mainly in 
continental Europe, will cost 
E25 million and are at the 
centre of a a further restruc¬ 
turing at T&N, which is suffer¬ 
ing from weakness in the 
European vehicle markets. 

Competitive pressures in 
piston and friction products 
cut T&N*S operating margins 
from II per cent to 9 per cent 
last year. Before exceptional 
charges and asbestos provi¬ 
sions. operating profit from 
continuing businesses fell £31 
million to £173 million. The 
company blamed half of the 
decline on destocking and 
redundancy costs. 

T&N may be on the verge of 
securing a strategic position in 
the world’s piston marker 



Sir Colin Hope, T&N chairman, considering a joint venture with a German firm 


following a German industri¬ 
al group's purchase of a 24.9 
per cent stake in Kolben- 
sehmidt, the piston-maker 
courted by T&N. which sees 
Kolbenschmidt as the key to 
its bid for leadership in pis¬ 
tons. 

The share purchase by 
Rheinmetall was treated as 
positive yesterday by T&N’s 
management, which is expect¬ 
ing a court ruling soon that 


will permit it to exercise an 
option over a separate 24.9 per 
cent stake in Kolbenschmidt 
Sir Colin Hope, chairman of 
T&N, said that Rheinmetall 
was one of the companies that 
T&N had been talking to in a 
bid to resolve the problem 
over the future of Kolben- 
schmidL He said that he 
would not exclude a joint 
venture. However, 

Rheinmetall said yesterday 


that it was seeking a majority 
interest in Kolbenschmidt 
T&N’s 1996 losses wiped out 
distributable reserves and the 
company has effected a capital 
reduction to eliminate the 
deficit on its profit and loss 
account As a result T&N will 
pay a special interim dividend 
of 3p in May in lieu of the 1996 
final dividend. 

Temp us. page 28 


Houses gain 
0.5% in 
February 

By Gavin Lumsden 

HOUSE prices recovered 
from the slight downturn in 
January to give a seasonally 
adjusted rise of 0 5 per cent 
last month, according to the 
Halifax Building Society. 

The Halifax said that the 
latest figure confirmed that 
the January fall was a one-off 
adjustment after big rises in 
the last quarter of 1996. 

However, on an annua] 
basis, house price inflation 
has slowed from 7.1 per cent to 
6.8 per cent With the quarter¬ 
ly trend showing L7_per cent 
growth in prices. Halifax said, 
the housing market was re¬ 
covering at a moderate pace 
and was within its end-of-year 
forecast of 7 per cent 
Prices for first-time buyers 
rose sharply, by 2.1 per cent 
offsetting a 2 per cent fafi in 
January. First-time buyers are 
now paying £48,168, on aver¬ 
age. 5 per cent up on a year ago, 
against a £66,612 seasonally 
adjusted price for all bouses. 

New houses fetch £71,757 on 
average, nearly £6,000 more 
than existing homes. How¬ 
ever, price rises here continue 
to lag the main market, with 
figures showing an annual 
rise of 5J3 per cent and a 
quarterly trend of 0.8 per cent 


CWS denial exerts more 
pressure on Lanica Trust 


PRESSURE mounted on 
Lanica Trust to darify its 
position to the Stock Exchange 
after the Co-operative Whole¬ 
sale Society denied it was in 
talks with the investment com¬ 
pany about the sale of same of 
its assets. 

The CWS made the state¬ 
ment through the Stock Ex¬ 
change after a board meeting. 
The co-operative said that it 
had not entered into discus¬ 
sions with Lanica and that it 
has “no intention of doing so". 

Lanica is locked in talks 


By Aiasoair Murray 

with the Stock Exchange over 
market rumours about pos¬ 
sible acquisitions, which led to 
a jump in its share price from 
150p in October to £1950 when 
die shares were suspended , a 
month ago. 

With no deals imminent at 
Lanica. tire shares are likely to 
pl umm et when the company 
is relisted, although a date for 
a return to die market has yet 
to be finalised. Lanica's only 
business asset is a specialised 
mail order business valued 
substanially below the compa¬ 


ny's £100 million -inahRkieir' 
capitalisation. • v 
The jump in the shai epn^ - 
began after Andrew'Reg^' 
chief executive, took over;>fcw- 
Guerasey Securities Trust, an 
offshore investment trustTfftr. 
Regan said he was. aiming io~ 
turn the trust,' wfiidi " vfsa 
renamed as Lanica, '_intb : .aa; ; 
industrial holding company. ' 
Market rumours finked 
Lanica with a reverse takeover 
by Littkwoods’ retail business¬ 
es — which Uttkwbods- Jater 
denied —jas'weD as with CWS.. 


Bank signals 6% rate 


By Janet Bush, economics editor 


THE Bank of England sig¬ 
nalled that base rates re¬ 
main at 6 per cent after 
yesterday’s monetary meet¬ 
ing between Kenneth 
Clarice, the Chancellor, and 
Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank. 

There was little surprise 
when the Bank dealt at 
unchanged rates in its nor¬ 
mal daily money market 
operations. In a poll of 20 
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A STRONG YEAR OF GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

66 Cadbury Schweppes produced record turnover, profits, margins and earnings 
and generated £137m free cash in 1996 against a background of organic 
expansion and acquisition. 


1996 RESULTS 



1996 

1995 

% Change 


£m 

£m 

Sales 

5,115 

4,776 

+ 7 

Trading Profit 

671 

600 

+12 

Pre-Tax Profit' 

592 

511 

+16 

Underlying Free Cash Flow 

137 

100 

+37 


Pence 

Pence 


Earnings per Share (FRS 3) 

34.1 

31.3 

+ 9 

Underlying EPS' 

34.1 

29.9 

+14 

Dividend per Share 

17.0 

16.0 

+ 6 


A final dividend of 11.8p is proposed which, with the interim of 5.2p already paid, 
makes a total of 17p per share for the year. 

“Excluding disposal profits in 1995 of £15 million (£14 million after lax). 


We are a truly global business operating in growth markets all around the world. 

In the US, Dr Pepper continues to outperform the soft drinks market and it 
is being launched internationally into new markets such as Mexico, Australia 
and Russia. 

1996 saw outstanding performances by our core confectionery companies 
with product innovation the key to growth in most of our major markets. 

At this early stage in the year we are confident of further growth and 
success in 1997 despite the impact of the stronger pound.” 




©U 


Dominic Cadbury, Chairman 


(Shflwuf Schweppes 

MANAGEMENT PROVEN IN THE MARKETPLACE 


economists by Reuters earlier 
this week, not one had expect¬ 
ed base rates to be raised. 

The Bank has been pressing 
for base rate to be increased by 
a quarter point for some 
months, arguing that, without 
this move, the Government 
will miss its inflation target in 
two years* time. 

The Chancellor has made it 
equally dear that he sees no 
need for a rise in rates given 


sterling’s strength and a run of 
excellent figures for costs and 
prices in industry.! v 

The news that rates were teft = 
unchanged - had little impact 
on the markets, although the 
pound dropped bade - from 
Monday’s peaks on profit¬ 
taking. 

Sterling's effective index 
against a basket of currencies; 
finished at 98.1 compared with 
98.5 un Monday. • " 


Former regulator to 
join board of CWC 

SLR BRYAN CARSBERG. the former Director-General of 
Fair Trading and the first Director-General of Communica¬ 
tions, is joining the board of Cable and Wireless 
Communications (CWC), one of British Telecom's main 
competitors, as a non-executive director. Sir Bryan. 58, now 
secretary-general of the International Acco u nt i ng Stan¬ 
dards Committee, becomes one of three non-executive dir¬ 
ectors. The others are Valerie Gooding, managing director 
of Bupa, and John Keenan, chief executive of International 
Distillers & Vinters and a director of Grand Metropolitan. 

C&W will own about about 53 per cent of CWC which 
will embrace Nynex and Bell CableMedia. Shareholders of 
Nynex and Bell CableMedia will be asked to swap their ; 
shares for shares in CWC. The flotation, expected to value ■ 
the group at about £5 billion, is scheduled for lale spring, i 

BT charges attacked 

THE majority of domestic telephone users would still be bet-- - 
ter off switching from BT, in spite of its discount schemes, ac T .. ; 
cording to the Consumers’ Association. In a report out todays 
it says that BT was the most expensive option and users could 
make up to 20 per cent savings with other companies. In its 
magazine Which?, the association said that it had analysed , 
hundreds of millions of BT calls and samples of itemised. 
billing from Telewest, the cable company. Which? said 95. 
per cent of people who had left BT did not regret the move.7 

Revenue ‘under cloud’; 

A QUARTER of finance directors have lost faith in the Inkuid-!. 
Revenue in the wake of the recent trial of Michael Aiknck, the.. • 
tax investigator jailed for taking bribes, according to a survey ' 
by Accountancy Age and Reed Accountancy Personnel The 
200 finance chiefs said the affair was a “poor reflection of 
the Revenue’s management control". The survey found a 
quarter also believed Allcock was “unlikely to be an isolated 
inrident". However, 54 per cent of those polled said that' 
All cock had not weakened their faith in the system. - - 

Compass stake cut 

ACCOR, the French hotels company, is cutting its stakein ' 
Compass Group, the UK catering company, to 10 per cent : 
from 21.5 per cenL Accor acquired the shares after it sold " 
Eurest. a catering business, to Compass in September 1995. - 
It has agreed not to sell further shares for at least 12 months. 
Compass shares fell 274 p to 715p on news of the disposiL 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson, the merchant bank, is co¬ 
ordinating the placing of shares with Institutional investors. ’ 

Raids by Cily police 

CITY OF LONDON Police have raided II homes in London 
in a two-day operation. The early morning raids, concluded 
yesterday, were coiulucted by members of the City police’s 
financial investigation unit. Search warrants were obtained 
under the Drug Trafficking Act in relation to alleged money 
laundering offences. One man has been detained for ques¬ 
tioning and papers and files relating to financial matters, 
and deals were seized in the raids. Further arrests are expected 

Boost for consultancy 

ANDERSEN CONSULTING, the management and tech¬ 
nology consultancy, lifted net revenues 26 per cent to $53 
billion, it reported yesterday. The company, which lists 
more than half the Fortune Global 500 companies as 
clients, said a business region that embraces Europe, the 
Middle East Africa and India lifted revenues 32 per cent to 
$1.9 billion. Asia/Pacific revenues rose 21 per cent to $509 
milhon while the Americas rose 22 per cent to $2.9 hfllmn. 

Warning by Ronson 

RONSON, the lighters and accessories producer,, gave I . 
warning that it expects to incur a £1 million pre-tax loss for 
1996. against a profit of £4.02 million in 1995. It said itbad - 
only succeeded in claiming 60 per cent of the damages ran • • 
up last year when one of its factories was damaged by fire. It - 
also named Laurie Todd as its finance director, replacing 
David Moffat who resigned In November. Mr Todd was 
formerly finance director at Innovations Group. 
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□ Good job prospects in computer software □ The drawbacks of money-purchase plans □ BAT must eventually make its move 


□ NEVER mind pensions — 
there is oily one question wony- 
ing the truly long-sighted Which 
arrives first, the simultaneous 
crash of every computer system 
on the planet come the year 2000 
or that huge, final asteroid’ 
Pessimists say there is no 
KHtcer enough time to defuse the 
Millennium Bomb, which will 
throw the world back to the age 
of barter at the end of the 
century. Computer experts, how¬ 
ever. are confident they rf, Ti cope 
— it will just have to wait until 
trey have sorted out the euro. 
Utealhr true; there is more 
money being spent in oontinenlaJ 

Europe on preparing computers 
far the common currency than 
for the mfllermiuin. 

Because of the inabQify of old 

computers. to cope with the 

change to a year with a 2 in front 
of it, software houses are having 
to go through all programs that 
could present a. problem and grift 
out and correct every reference to 
the date. This is the equivalent of 


mention of the word “horse"; 
miss one, and the bode is 
unreadable. 

Scene estimates say banks 
alone could lose a tenth of their 
annual profits to the cost of the 
milleniiium overhaul. Last week 
NatWest said that information 


Countdown to the millennium 


budgets were run¬ 
ning £100 million a year ahead; a 
big organisation could have as 
many as 10,000 programs within 
its FT to be rftgrvpri 

The situation is made worse 
because many of the old pro¬ 
grams are written in an outdated 
language, CoboL This has 
thrown up some quirks: sud¬ 
denly enhanced job prospects for 
retoed computer programmers, 
white the problem m Germany is 
less acute because die language 
had been in use east of the Berlin 
Wall. 

Job p rospects for all computer 
programmers, and software 
firms such as CMG and Logica 
are pretty good too, because of 
this, die euro and the explosion 
m telecoms, a fact reflected in 
share prices. The problem for die 
industry, because no one knows 
what is needed, wiD be pricing— 
fixed-cost contracts could prove 
expensive mistakes, but those 
keen for the work may opt for 
them anyway. 

Another difficulty is assigning 
the blame, if the system is tested 


and not all those horses have 
been edited out It crashes and 
they have to start again. Who 
pays extra, the original computer 
maker, the owner or die software 
house doing the work? This has 
required indemnity clauses 
limiting liability in contracts. 
Where there is insurance, there 
are lawyers. If a career in 
software does not appeal to an 
ambitious graduate, me as a 
lawyer specialising in IT work 
could be even better. 

Typical that lawyers would 
find some way of profiting from 
the Millennium Bomb. IheyH 
probably be the only ones to 
survive the asteroid impact too. 

The pensions 
timebomb 

□ TALKING of pensions and 
grim warnings, Dresdner Klein' 
wort Bensonhas chosen a good 
day to point to what could be the 
next mis-sdling scandal, the 
growing switch to money-pur¬ 
chase plans or defined contribu¬ 
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tion pensions. The shift from 
traditional final-salary schemes, 
whereby employers promise to 
pay an eventual fixed proportion 
of employees 1 salaries, to such 
plans has been accelerating over 
the past five years, and it is 
making many observers uneasy. 

In a traditional pension, any 
shortfall in the sum promised 
must be made up by employers, 
which leaves their risk un¬ 
capped. By contrast, money- 
purchase plans throw the re¬ 
sponsibility firmly on the em¬ 
ployee. If the investment perfor¬ 
mance of his or her pension foils 
to keep pace, then hard luck. 

All very well in these times of 


self-reliance, but large numbers 
of people may not be competent 
to look after their own pensions, 
patronising though it may seem 
to suggest it This is why final- 
salary schemes have always put 
the onus on their employers. 

Three facts. Finns running 
traditional schemes have en¬ 
joyed pensions holidays in recent 
years, but these are coming to an 
end and contributions are start¬ 
ing to climb again. Secondly, a 
pensions industry survey shows 
die average employer chipping 
in 5.6 per cent of pensionable 
earnings to money-purchase 
schemes and 133 per cent to the 
traditional kind. Clearly, the new 
schemes are the cheaper option. 
Finally, the Association of 
Consulting Actuaries says fiat 
after 25 years, members of 
moneypurchase schemes can 
expect only half the benefits of a 
final-salary pensioner. 

And one possible future: a 
third of pensioners with no 
private means, relying an neg¬ 
ligible state benefits or' 
to get along. Another 


less than they had expected, and 
the final third with enough — 
before taxes. Makes you glad to 
be alive, doesn't it? 

Interpreting the 
smoke signals 

□ THERE were some confusing 
smoke signals rising from BAT 
Industries yesterday. Was the 
group about to split in two. or 

settle with the health authorities 



pnee, 
die day lower. 

BAT has made it clear for a 
while that a once-and-fbr-all 
settlement with the various US 
state litigants, and one; 
legislation, would be \ 
at the right price. But it Is not for 
toe tobacco industry to take die 
initiative mi such a deal. Martin 
Broughton, the chief executive, 
was prepared to countenance a 
deal m 12 to 18 months, though, 
which shows some optimism. 

As to demerger, Hanson and 


Thom EMI have shown that this 
is not enough on its own. 
Fanners, the US insurer, may be 
within a whisker of outstripping 
US tobacco as the main prom 
earner, but prospects for finan¬ 
cial services in the UK are mixed. 
Apy spli t is likely to be linked 
with a joint venture or other deal 
with one of the big composite 
insurers, say. For now, BAT 
shares stifi sal on ten tunes’ this 
year's earnings. Some sort of 
move on either front will come 
eventually, and when it does, 
look for an immediate rerating. 

Dropping the pilot 

□ TAKEOVER battles between 

investment trusts, although hor¬ 
ribly technical for most mortals, 
throw up the odd bit of fim. The 
independent directors of Pilot, 
under £47 million assault from 
Colin McLean's Undervalued 
Assets Trust, are furious that the 
Bank of England Pension Fluid 
has rushed to accept the offer. 
Mr McLean is widely expected to 
.break up the underperforming 
fond if he succeeds, which wifi 
put a few strategic stakes in 
small companies on the market 
and a few heads on the block. So 
much for the Bank's views cm 
long-term investment. Remem¬ 
ber don't do as I do, do as l say. 
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Cadbury Schweppes 
ready to spend £2bn 


By Fraser Neison 


# 


rues attacked 


CADBURY SCHWEPPES, 
the confectionery and soft 
drinks group, yesterday deliv¬ 
ered the strongest signs yet 
that it is locking to make a 
substantia] acquisition, saying 
it could afford to spend £2 
bfllion if an opportunity arose. 

The company, which last 
month received £623 miUion 
after selling its stake in its 
joint distribution venture to 
Coca-Cola, said it was more 
likely to bolster its confection¬ 
ery arm with die new money. 

It returned a 13 per. cent rise 
in pretax profit to £5% million 
for 1996, with cashflow rising 10 
per cent to £869 miDian. It said 
it had a strong balance sheet 
and was prepared to divest. 


other businesses if it consid¬ 
ered any to have reached the 
height of earnings potential. 

Cadbury shares rose I9p to 
529p yesterday. John Sunder¬ 
land. chief executive, said the 
company was committed to 
enhancing shareholder value. 
He said the company was 
aligning management's inter¬ 
ests more dosdy with share¬ 
holders by switching to an 
incentive plan based cm total 
shareboldk' return. 

While he refused to say that 
its .past share issues had 
detracted from shareholder 
value, he agreed that the 
company now “acknowledged 
the cost of equity capital”. If it 
did agree a big acquisition, it 


would only issue more shares 
as a last resort 

Dominic Cadbury, chair¬ 
man, said: “We have for quite 
a long time now focused on 
earnings per share as our 
criterion by which we judge 
ourselves. We’re saying there 
is a more appropriate mea¬ 
sure .* 1 Earnings rose 14 per 
cent cm an underlying basis, to 
34.1p. The total dividend is 
increased 6 per cent to 17p a 
share. A final U. 8 p is due on 
May 23. 

Cadbury attributed the re¬ 
sults to strong performances 
from both confectionery and 
soft drinks, after a foil year's 
results from Dr Pepper arid 7- 
Up against a ten-month con¬ 


tribution last time. It played 
down tears that its soft drinks 
in the US was suffering from 
renewed attacks from Coke 
and Itepsi. Dr Pepper achieved 
volume growth of 4 per cent, 
in spite of the launch of Mr 
Pibb. Coke’s equivalent to Dr 
Pepper. 

7-Up, which has been in 
decline, saw its market share 
slip foil to 1.9 per cent last 
year, and the company said 
that it had returned to growth 
in the past two months. The 
company also said that it was 
planning a relaunch of Dr 
Pepper, but ruled out any 
change of colour in the cans. 

Tempos, page 28 


Biotech seeks 
EU approval 
for Zacutex 

BRITISH Biotech, the bio¬ 
technology company that 
hopes to evolve into a com¬ 
mercial pharmaceuticals 
group; has applied for regu¬ 
latory approval of Zacutex, 
its acute pancreatitis medi¬ 
cine (Eric Reguly writes). 

If it is approved by the 
European Medicines Evalu¬ 
ation Agency, which covers 
member states of the Euro¬ 
pean Union. Zacutex will 
become British Biotech’s 
first product on the market 
The company expects to 
launch the drug next yean it 
is still undergoing trials in 
the United States. 

British Biotech reported a 
pre-tax loss of £13 mfflion in 
the three months to January 
3L raising the nine-month 
loss to £173 million, against 
a £15 million loss previously. 


Airtime sales fall 
hits HTV shares 


By Eric Reguly 


SHARES of HTV, the ITV 
company serving Wales and 
the West of England, fell lOp to 
350*2? yesterday after report¬ 
ing disappointing airtime 
sales. HTV blamed die down¬ 
turn on advertisers, notably 
{hone companies, targeting 
their marketing in London, at 
the expense of the regions. In 
an effort to reverse the trend, it 
has entered into a new con¬ 
tract with TSNiS, the advertis¬ 
ing sales house owned by 
United News & Media. United 
owns 29.9 per cent of HTV. 

Chris Rowlands, chief exec¬ 
utive. said the new contract, 
unlike the previous one, sets 
performance targets for 
TSMS and penalties if it does 
not meet them. The goal is to 
raise HTVs share of the ITV 
companies’ advertising reve¬ 


nue to more than 6 per cent, 
compared with 1996’s level of 
5-84 per cent 

The company reported pre¬ 
tax profits of £9.9 million in 
the year to the end of Decem¬ 
ber. against £ 12.1 million in 
1995, on turnover of £1393 
million, up 33 per cent. The 
latest figures include excep¬ 
tional charges of £ 2.1 million, 
largely from the introduction 
of digital technology in HTVs 
studios. Operating profit be¬ 
fore exceptional charges was 
£12.6 million (£123 million). 

The biggest improvements 
came from Harvest Entertain¬ 
ment, its production and 
rights division, whose profits 
rose 24 per cent to £5.6 million. 
A 2.75p final due May 30, lifts 
the total payout 11 per cent to 
4-I5p. 


Salvesen’s 
chairman 
attacks rebels 

CHRISTIAN SALVESEN 
criticised rebel sharehold¬ 
ers led by Sir Gerald 
Elliot, its former chair¬ 
man. who hope to thwart 
the company's plan to sell 
AggrekO, the power supply 
subsidiary, and return 
£150 million to sharehold¬ 
ers (Ashley Potter writes). 

Sir Alick Rankin, chair¬ 
man, accused the rebels of 
attempting to hijack next 
week's vote on the payback 
and turn it into a vote of no 
confidence in the board. 

He said: “If Sir Gerald 
wishes to replace aU or 
part of tile current board, 
he should use his stated 
support to do so by con¬ 
vening an EGM.” Rebels 
claims to speak for share¬ 
holders who control 14 per 
cent of the company. 
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LIMITED 
STOCK 

DV Digital Video Format (DV Mini Cassette) 

^ 500 lines-of resolution and PCM Digital stereo 
* 3 CCDs for sharper colour reproduction 
^ 10 x Optical & 20 x Digital Variable Speed Zoom 
^ lithium-ion Battery 
^ Super Steady Shot 

MRP £3599.99 


SAVE 

£ 1100.00 


OUR PRICE 
£2499.99 


CPJ-200 LCD VIDEO PROJECTOR 



Ideal for conference* 
perfect for presentations 
suitable for tales representatives 
or watch your favourite movies 
on a big screen fiwmat- 


UM1TED SBPST" 

For use with all video systems (TYAfideo^amcorder) 

fgOOOOpfoel odour LCD with magnification 
Recommended projection size - up to 80 inches 
Supplied with replacement bulb, 
soft cany case and A/V power cable 

MRP £999.*> __ 



SAVE 

£200.00 


OUR PRICE 
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Switch to 
Barclaycard 
and we’ll 


write off 


If you owe up to ^ 3,000 on your credit 
cards and store cards you’d be better off 
switching to Bardaycard. Up to £150 
better off Transfer the lot to Bardaycard 
and we'll immediately write off 5 % of the 
amount you owe. 

You can also look forward to Barclaycard 
benefits such as free Travel Accident 
Insurance and Profiles points for every 
£10 you spend. No wonder Barclaycard 
is Britain's most popular credit card. 

Switching couldn’t be easier. Write off 
for an application form and foil written 
details or call free on 0800 49 29 29 
and quote code 536 OOC 

Complete the coupon or call free any time on 

0800 49 29 29 





Send to: Bardaycard FREEPOST, B5 4335 , Bristol, BSt 3 YX. 


i would like to reduce Send to: Bardaycard FREEPOST. BS 4335 , Bristol. BSi 3 YX. 

. Title _ Surname _ First Names 

my credit card bill; Addresl _ 


BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASF 


please send me full - 

written details and an Telephone 


^Postcode. 


516 CXX 


., , * t |f in the next 12 months the charges on your account are less than your refund we may require repayment, 

application torm. Barclays Bank PIC Registered in London. England Reg No. 1026167. Registered Office y\ Lombard Street, London EC}P jAH. 
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HOES 


Speculators switch on to 
Southern Electric shares 


THE speculators are keeping 
close tabs on Southern Elec¬ 
tric in the belief that a bid for 
the last of die independent 
regional electricity companies 
will not be too far off. 

The shares closed yesterday 
I3p dearer at 4 *W 2 p. just a 
shade below their highest level 
of the past year, as a further 
1.55 million shares changed 
hands — significant turnover 
in a market normally dealing 
in 10,000 shares at a time. 

The speculators are reluc¬ 
tant to put a name to any of the 
potential suitors, although it is 
known there is no shortage 
among the numerous. Ameri¬ 
can power companies. At 
these levels. Southern carries 
a price tag of £ 2,2 billion. 
Speculation has intensified 
following last month's agreed 
bid for Yorkshire Electricity 
by two US power companies. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket closed at another new high 
after a near 30-point turn¬ 
around with the help of 
another positive start to trad¬ 
ing on Wall Street Alan 
Greenspan, Chairman of the 
Fed, was yesterday busily re¬ 
assuring investors. He said 
that the equity market looked 
fairly valued if present fore¬ 
casts of corporate earnings 
became reality. The FT-SE100 
index closed 2.4 higher at a 
record 4360.1 as 809 million 
shares changed hands. 

Compass Group, the con¬ 
tract caterer, fell 27 l zp to 715p 
after learning that its biggest 
shareholder was reducing its 
holding. Accor, the French 
hotels group, is cutting its 213 
per cent stake to 10 per cent 

Brokers were keeping their 
ears to die ground last night, 
hoping for some positive news 
for Cable and Wireless out of 
Hong Kong. Word is some¬ 
thing may be afoot at its 56 per 
cent-owned Hongkong 
Telecom subsidiaty. The price 
dosed 7 ’ 2 p dearer at 50J*2p. 

A downgrading by 
Goldman Sachs, just a day 
before it publishes full-year 
results, left Glaxo Wellcome 
2lp down at E10.35. 

Reuters fell 15‘ip to644p on 
vague talk of a rights issue to 
help to finance a major acqui¬ 
sition. The group is already 
sitting on almost £1 billion in 
cash. Earlier in the day a line 
of 4623S5 shares went 
through the market at 641 p. 

Full-year figures from 
Cadbury Schweppes came in 
towards the top end of expecta¬ 
tions and the shares respond¬ 
ed with a rise of 19p at 529p. 
The group was confident 





John Sunderland, chief executive, and Dominic Cadbury 
of Cadbury Schweppes, saw shares make a 19p advance 


about current trading pros¬ 
pects and hinted that it could 
afford to finance a major 
acquisition up to the rune of £2 
billion. But Dominic Cad bury, 
chairman, warned that the 
strong pound could put a £21 
million dent in profits. 

Speculative buying contin¬ 
ued to edge PQkington high¬ 
er. The price firmed Ip to 145p 
on turnover of 231 million 


pending the announcement of 
a change of shareholders. 
T&N has an option to acquire 
a 49.9 per cent stake. 

BAT Industries' full-year 
figures came in bang in line 
with City expectations. The 
group was in upbeat mood 
with tobacco-related illness 
claims unlikely to affect per¬ 
formance. It refused to com¬ 
ment on reports it had talked 


Sunderland Football Club is learning fast about the ways of the 
City. The price tumbled 32'2p to 675p after Tuesday’s home 
thrashing by Tottenham Hotspur, unchanged at Il 2 ' 2 p. The 
400.000 shares of Peter Reid, the manager, were worth £130.000 
(ess. The shares have traded as high as 760p. 


shares. It now stands 15p 
above its low. Brokers say it is 
vulnerable to a bid. 

T&N touched 151p before 
ending the day 3p cheaper at 
156'2p after announcing plans 
to shed 2300 jobs as part of a 
restructuring programme. At 
the same time, shares of 
Kdbenschmidt, the German 
pistons group, were suspend¬ 
ed on the Frankfurt bourse 


with Commercial Union, up 
lOp at 731p. about a possible 
merger last year. BAT finished 
18' 3 D lower at 53lp. 

Shield Diagnostics pur in a 
late spurt to finish 44'ap 
higher on the day at 6G5p in 
heavy turnover of 777,751 
shares in what is normally a 
2,000-share market City spec¬ 
ulators are hoping for rich 
rewards from the group's di- 
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agnostic treatment for die 
early detection of heart 
disease. 

HTV Group fell lOp to 
350*2p after reporting a drop 
in profits. A return to the black 
was good for Trace Comput¬ 
ers. up Sp at 39 a 2p. while 
further losses failed to rattle 
British Biotech, steady at 
251 'ap. 

Micro Focus soared 87 J 2p 
to Ell.’a on the back of 
reduced losses. 

Mackie International ral¬ 
lied 17 5 2p to 148‘zp. The 
shares fell sharply on Tuesday 
after the breakdown of talks 
that could have led to a bid. 

Pace Micro Technology 
edged 4‘ap higher at lisp still 
hoping to be - awarded the 
contract to supply BSkyB with 
television decoder boxes. The 
share price has tumbled from 
235p this month after two 
profit warnings. 

A bid approach was good 
news for Colleagues Group, 
12 p dearer at 82'ip. It looks as 
if the executive directors are 
putting together an offer for 
the media company. 

Metal Bulletin is becoming 
something of a cash cow these 
days with £123 million in the 
bank. Yesterday the price of 
the metals information pub¬ 
lisher slipped 5pto £1225 after 
announcing its tenth year of 
record profits. Rival publisher 
Emap. up 8 p at 747p, holds 20 
per cent of the shares. 

A profits warning and the 
decision to suspend paying a 
dividend left Eadie Holdings 
4‘ap lower at lOp. Michael 
Green, chairman, and Peter 
Bromwich, a director, have 
resigned. 

□ GILT-EDGED: There was 
a further steepening of the 
yield curve as longer-dated 
issues suffered falls stretching 
to £1. This followed claims 
from the futures pit that the 
launch of economic and 
monetary union had been 
delayed. 

The June series of the long 
gilt fell £ j 4 to £111 '‘32 as the 
number of contracts complet¬ 
ed reached 91.000. Treasury 8 
per cent 2015 shed E 39 32 at 
E104 31 j 2 , while Treasury S per 
cent 2000 was three ticks off at 
£103“. 6 . 

□ NEW YORK- Wall Street 
put a positive spin on Alan 
Greenspan’s remarks ahead 
of his congressional testimo¬ 
ny, while the February em¬ 
ployment report, out 
tomorrow, loomed large. By 
midday the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was 38.10 points 
lower at 639032 
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Hope in German option ; 


T&N is not an obvious candidate for a leading 
role in restructuring the automotive compo 
nans industry. Its balance sheet is shot to 
ribbons — largely because of a massive 
provision for future asbestosis injury claims. 
Its margins have weakened because difficult 
markets and another round of redundancies 
will cost the company some E25 million. 

But Sir Colin Hope and his T&N board 
refuse to lie down and, despite yesterday's 
glum results, they had something to smile 
about Its game of “softly, softly, catehee 
monkey" with the German piston maker, KoF 
benschmidt. could be about to pay off- The 
company's appeal against the German Cartel 
Office seems to have-gone in its favour. 
Meanwhile, RheinmetalL a Germain engineer 
wiih no piston interests, has acquired 25 per 
cent of Kolbensdimidt, a move that T&N 


appears to regard as frierK^nohvto^- ; 
ine the aggressive stance yesterday adopted- , 
SpRheir^SlU which saW it .was sedan* j 

majority control of , - rit w 

■ a frill takeover of Kolben schmidt by 

Rheinmetall should pose no problems ft* : 
German competition authonc^ but^i 
makes little sense for the German buyer, 
whose business brings little *5 

pistons company. A joint venture wtii T&N, 
however, would bring greater benefits, :i . 

T&N is not looking cheap; the market worft . 
of the company plus the net present value rf 
the asbestos liabilities is 14 tunes estimates or : 
this year’s earnings. Clearly, there is hope, 
value in these shares: T&N has climbed more; 
than a few mountains. No one should Jk - 
surprised if a rights issue accompany 
exercise of the Kolbenschmidt option. 
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Cadbury 


JOHN SUNDERLAND, 
chief executive of Cadbury 
Schweppes, is at least mak¬ 
ing the right noises about 
shareholder value. 

By singing from a politi¬ 
cally correct hymn book, he 
may have eliminated a few 
nagging doubts. Concerns 
about dilution have been 
calmed ty a promise not to 
issue more shares except as a 
last resort. 

The market has had its fill 
of Cadbury paper. The direc¬ 
tors’ pledge to stake their 
bonuses on shareholder val¬ 
ue criteria — whatever that 
may be — sounds brave. 

It is the Schweppes part of 
the company, and not the 
Cadbury, that is causing 
concern. Confectionery is in 
good form: its share of the 
UK market is still solid. 

But all the jingoism in the 
world cannot cure the com- 


BICC 

BICC has profited more than 
most from ihe Government's 
privatisation programme. 
Successive waves of deregu¬ 
lation and sell-offs have cre¬ 
ated a demand for BICC's 
capabilities in construction 
and cables. 

The latest example is rail 
privatisation. BICC is now 
the biggest rail infrastructure 
maintenance contractor after 
acquiring three former Brit¬ 
ish Rail units. Business from 
Rail track and franchise oper¬ 
ators has created a BICC 
division with annual revenue 
of £250 million and profits of 
E24 million. 

BICC is not on a one-way 
beL Costs need to be brought 
down; Rail track, the main 
customer, will demand price 
reductions when long-term 
maintenance contracts come 
up for renewal over the next 
few years. The rail network 
operator has every incentive 
to squeeze its contractors 
hard and BICC will be com¬ 
pering with other track main- 


party’s main headaches. 
Coke and Pepsi are still 
making bellicose noises in 
the US. and Cadbury is 
standing in a free-fire zone. 
Mr Pibb. the Coke missile 
designed to take Dr Pepper 
out of the market has not yet 
reached its target — but tbe 
night is still young and 
Coke's advertising budget 
will go a long way. 


POPS LACK FIZZ 


FT-SE all-share 
Index (rebased) 


The virgin territories of 
Poland, China and Russa. 
■ are also slow to bear Craft. 
Millions are being lost, arid 
Cadbuiy does not expect 
profits until 2000 . 

The rise in the shares pots; 
Cadbury on an average rat¬ 
ing. Until there is more 
news, this looks generous for 
a company in such an unen¬ 
viable position. 
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tenance companies. But the 
UK business fits in with 
BICCS other rail work 
around the globe. In the US, 
the group has won a mainte¬ 
nance contract for Amtrak. 

Elsewhere privatisation 
has brought business in 
telecoms and utilities, with 
B1CCS cable arm the main 
beneficiary. New entertain¬ 
ment opportunities and the 
Internet are the main drivers. 
Given Labours interest in 
new technology, a govern¬ 
ment less keen on asset sales 
should not damage BICC's 
prospects. 

TrizecHahn 

THE mercurial Dieter Bock 
always surprises. Out of a 
messy situation in Africa, he 
has pitched his tent amid the 
sheltering steel and glass 
towers of TrizecHahn, a large 
North American property de¬ 
velopment company. Mr 
Bock is selling some of his 
own properly developments 
— including the former 
Mappin & Webb site in the 


City of London — to acquire a 
modest stake in TrizecHahn. 

Mr Bock's pedigree sug¬ 
gests he will not be content., 
with 4 per cent of anything. 1 . 
However, the tiller at Trizec- 
Hahn is firmly in .the hands, 
of Peter Munk. The man who 
turned Barrick into the 
world's most successful gold 
producer is no pushover. • 

This begs the question as to 
why TrizecHahn wants Mr 
Bock. The American develop¬ 
er has been desperate to ex¬ 
tend its reach beyond North 
American shores and,;ro 
date, has little to shew'be¬ 
sides a business-jpdt .near 
Berlin and some jonir veih 
tures in Eastern Europe; Real 
estate is an insMert game: 
Mr Bock could provide , the 
German cbnriectibni that 
kickstart. TrizecHahn’s 
stalled Euro-ambitions. 

Even if it does not pay off. 
Mr Bock’s 4 per .cent in 
TrizecHahn is not as sensi¬ 
tive as his 18 per cent stake 
was in Lon rho. . 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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93.74 

93.71 

93.73 

10138 


Jun 97 .. 

93.52 

93 Jb 

93.52 

93 S3 

18476 

Previous open Interest: 514514 

Sep 97 .. 

93-29 

9133 

9329 

93 JO 

11022 

Three Mih Euromark 

Mar 97 . 

96.77 

96.78 

96.74 

96.75 


Previous open Interest: 12573 m 

Apr 97 .. 

96,78 

96.78 

96,77 

96.77 

230 

Three Mih Eurotira 

Mar 97 . 

92.68 

92jfl 

92A2 

9iuS 


Previous open Interest; 292436 

Jun 97 _ 

93.12 

93.15 

93J30 

93X37 

34589 

Three Mth Euroyen 

Jun 97 _ 

99.40 

99.40 

99.40 

99.40 

40 

Sep 97 . 

OQ JO 

99 JG 

99 JO 

99 JO 

540 

Three Mth Euroswiss 

Mar 97 . 

9BJ5 

9BJ6 

98.15 

98.16 


Previous open Interest 108360 

Jun 97 . 

OS-31 

98-TI 

98.17 

•W.I7 

29S9J 

Three Mth ECU 

Mar 9? . 

9S2» 

9S2U 

95.77 

95.76 


Previous open Iniererc 35081 

Jun 07 . 

95JII 

95 JC 

9S.78 

95.78 

3S3 

FTSE 100 

Mar97 . 

43J3JJ 

4367J) 

432nJ) 

434U3 

15111 

Previous open Interest 68758 

Jun 97 _ 

435SJ) 

438JL5 

4347J 

4367J 

3403 


Australia _ 

Austria_ 

Belgium (Com)_ 

Canada __ 

Denmark_ - 

Franca____ 

Germany- 

Hong Kong — 

Ireland- 

Italy- 

Japan - 

Malaysia__ 

Neiberlands —_ 

Norway__ 

Portugal__ 

Singapore- 

Spain___ 

Sweden __... 

Switzerland__ 


-IJf745-IJZ753 

-- 12.05-12.06 

-35303534 

-1367013680 

-63279*3299 

- 5.7763-5.7773 

-1.7137-1.7137 

- 7.74107.7420 

-1.5587-K5597 

- 170330170430 

-12139-121.64 

-2.4722-2.4732 

-1.9267-1.9272 

-- 69500-6.9550 

-171.86-171.96 

-1.4268-1,4278 

- 144.95-145330 

- 7.6458-7.6533 

-1.48201.4830 


MarS Mar4 
midday dor 


'Mother sTEf^NBdi': 


MONEY RATE3f%) 


_ Series 

Alld Dum.. 420 

F444) *0 

.4SDA-110 

PFIO-I I3J 

Booh_650 

l“66H'.J TOO 
BrAlrwavs. 650 
(W:l TOO 

BP-650 

IWJ TOO 

BrSwd_140 

rl551 160 

caw- to 

CSKSt 550 

CU_700 

r'725'.l 750 

IQ--— 750 

IT51M TO 

Land Sec_750 

i-794'ij mo 

MAS_460 

r-mw 503 
Na w«_ HO 
1*743 750 

Sali-nyplc JW 

rjoJ'il 390 
SaJntbuiy.. jno 
TJM SJO 

Shdl_1050 

['I0b5'i) 1100 

Smkl Bch _ <n) 
e-019'lj 950 

SIDIclUC_30.1 

■unqi so 

TiaJalysir_SO 

mnql 60 

Zemxa._16X1 

1*18641 I9U 

_ »etto 

BAT Ind_TO 

PS-W.I SSJ 
vodaldnc. 2W 

rwsy to 

Series! 


Can* 

Apr Jul Oft 

Jl 38'j 45', 
ff: I7'r * 
S', <»■. 

1 4 5', 

». 44 5D-. 

Vi 19 26*, 

2Vi 41 51 

V, 20 29'i 
51V 65 1 : 746 

20 » 46', 

IVi 19■/ 21 

4 »■. uy^ 

»r 34', 456 

4 15 25 

» 63 78 

|9 45 V; 
Z?. 44'. ss 

5 2 J. 32', 
SZ 62 OT 1 . 

17 M 

34 42 48'. 

9>j 19'. 2T: 
53 TS 52*: 
22 45 1 ! 55 

18 26'. 32'. 

n 12', 19', 

25 3Vi H 
7: 14 19 

37 4», 63'. 
14 37 41'r 

44', 86 

21 46 60', 


91', 146 1W, 
4Vi 97 128‘, 
Apr Jul Oa 
34 43‘i 55 
o 36', 30 
23 42*- 

ll'r 22 ffl'i 

Aay Aug NotI 


4', 14 18‘, 

22 'r 35 ja, 

3 6 S': 

10 12 13', 

9 1 . 22 27', 

JS 1 : 49 55 

15 28 .15', 
46 58', 64’, 

4'i 15 21', 
ZZ 35 43 

I 5 V, 

V. IS 17 
1 Pi 28<: 3S4 
48 1 , 65 1 , 

27« W, 
S? 1 , 77'.- 9Tj 
IS 1 . M JT 
49*, 57'.- 65\ 
2', 14 19 

17', 37', 42 1 : 

4 12 IT, 

19 30 33 

66 15 29 

24 38'. S2 

8 l« 22', 

ZS JF, «. 
3 10 12 

IS 25 27S 

28 42', 51', 
6 Z 7T, 80L 
19 37', 4B 
45 63 73 


41 68 86 

91 118 134'. 
.Apr hi! On 
14', 36', * 
♦4'. 54 64', 

5-, 12*1 16", 
J3\- SI'j 26', 
<Uy AurNo, 


LlFFE OPTIONS • 

Call* Phi 

Scrls Apr Jul Od Apr Jul Od 

Baa _soo 4P.- SS to r, 9-, 13 

rS3*il S50 ir. 24 31 IT: 30 34 

Thames ».. 650 48'. tfi>: 71 »i XT: 32'r 

IWJ 700 19*. 42 44': 28 56 58 

ScrisMayAog No»Mny Ang Not 


BTR_240 

P252',l 260 

Br Aero_ noi 

PI33b'.l IJSO 

Br Telan 420 

r«3!M 460 

Cadbuiy— SOU 
rS28) 550 

Gutnnm _ vfi 
r467'-l TO 

CEC_360 

rJ®) 390 

HAD50n_ 280 

1*2871 300 

LASMO_2«i 

(*24S) 360 

LucmVuUy 203 
rwj 230 

PlUdnem.. iw 
1-145) 160 

Prudential. 593 
r-751 too 

RnfUnd— 330 
riWhl 3b0 

B-Rqrtr_ 220 

C2.W) Z40 

Te*a>__ ,UO 

rw.i 3*0 

williams _ 330 
lonqj 360 


IBS 24'i 2&'i 
9 IS'j 196 
74 inr, L», 
4Sh 81 HE 
2S'i 34 38 

r, 16'; I9-: 

34 44', SI', 
9 215 2V, 

19 29 J4 
7 L)6 18 

JV, 41 44', 

IS 1 . 23', 28 
» 25 a 
10 IS 1 .- 19 
I7*i 25*1 29 
9 IV, 20>, 

17 23 26 

7', 13'; 17 
IP 1 , 14', — 

4 6 — 

35 4BS S74 

I2 1 , » 34', 

37 4V. 47 

18 23', 32 

Pi 31'; W» 
14 21 25 

19*. »> Jl'r 

6 13 18', 


9 12 IP, 

IV; Zlf, 2Vi 
12*, 475 60 
S7 71', BTi 
9 21 25 

ll'i 47 CTt 
12 18 21', 
.W, 45-1 48 
IT, 24 a 
47 JO 51 
4', II 14*, 
16 25‘, 29 
10 II*, IS 
21 22 2 S*i 

9 IZ I4>, 
20 23 SPi 
Vi 8', 13 
16*. 19 23 1 , 
Pi 8 ', - 
156 », - 
16-, 25 IP, 
45 52*, 59 

8 IP, 18', 
2P, ZT, 33 
7 10 12 

I*', 19 21’, 
12 16’, 30 

30>i 34 .TV, 


Cals PH* 
Series Apr Jed Od Apr Jol Od 

AbbyKU— 791 Zf 47 1 , to 23 40 49~ 

Pl65) 80) S 27 34 !W, TO, 78 

Amsoad_ 140 — — — — — — 

limq) 160 ----- — 
Barclays- lias 37*. 73 89": 23 1 : 406 58 

1*1108',) ll» 16 Vf, 65 52 07 84 

Nad gar— TO 20 39. 38 14 32 3b 

(*S04| 550 4’, 2D IS*, 47 1 , 65 69 

Series Apr Jul Od Apr Jul Otf 

Glaxo W_ IQOO 43', 6? 85 26 41 S2 7 ! 

P10J4) 1050 |9 -U*, 61 S3 67’, 7Jfi 

HSBC-I TO SI 1276 155', 29 ol'. *9, 

(*1568'.) 1(00 28 79 1066 82", 113'. 13b 1 , 

ReulO-_ bCO 47. 65*1 74 9 18 23', 

f-643'd 650 18 38 47>, 27 40 46 

Boi-alPSunSOO 14', 29 37', 21 W. 36 
rSQT’J 550 3 IP, OTi 61', US', 69 

Series May Aug No*May Aug Not 

BlueOlt— 350 29 3Vi 42*, II', 16 21', 

C411*4 CU 12 21', 28 27 II'.- 3V, 


Base Rales: Clearing Banks 6 Finance Hse 6S 

Disco uni Marius Lmrs O/nlght high: 7‘, low S', Week fixed: 5"n 

Treasary Bilk (DukBuy: 2 mih S'*.; 3 mih S‘'u. Sell: 2 mth 5"u: 3 rmh: 5"it. 


Sterling Money Rales: 
Interbank: 


Local Authority Dtps 
Sterling CDs: 

Dollar CDs: 

Building Society CDs: 


mill 

2 mth 

3 mih 

6 nufa 

12 mih 

5"w-5'. 


6>u-S"n 

VrVm 


b'rab 

b'rb'M 

IPraO 1 . 

VrVn 

bPv#. 

b‘m-b 

U'rt, 1 - 

6'«-6% 

6'r**u 

6*'l-«S 

5“« 

n/a 

6>h 

6‘. 

Vm 

b'u-6 

6'raA'w 


6'«r6*M 

ft*r«*« 

5J5 

n/a 

5.45 

5.62 

5.S7 

b>w6 






Argentina peso-_ 

Australia dollar_ 

Bahrain dinar —__ 

Brazil real-_ 

China yuan__ 

Cyprus pound_ 

Finland markka_ 

Greece drachma_ 

Hang Kong dollar_ 

Indio rupee —_ 

Indonesia rupiah_ 

Kuwait dinar KD_ 

Malaysia ringeft_ 

New Zealand dollar — 

Pakistan rupee__ 

Saudi Arabia rtyal _ 

Singapore dollar_ 

S AJrico rand fcomi.... 

U a E dirham_ 

Banlwfs Bank GTS * 


-IJO83-I4HI0 

— 2.0492-2.0518 
— CL603>0Lbl40 

- 1 . 6866 - 1 . WOP 

I.U19-13.5I9 

- 0.81804X8280 

-B.I92S-8J085 

— 428.74-435.75 

— 12.4475-12.4569 
- 57.45-58.41 

— 3825.0-3893.6 

— 0.4845414845 

— 3.9758-19799 

— 2^88*2^917 

-64 JO Buy 

.... 5-8125-5.9365 

— 2-2965-22988 

— 7.1390-7.2410 

-£8625-5.9865 

* Uoydx Bank 


FTSE; VOLUMES 


Currency 

7 day 

1 mih 

3 mth 

6 mth 

Call 

Dollar: 

Pw4"i» 

S’w-S’n 

5 , ^y» 

P’u-’-o 

5-1 

Deutsdiemaric 

3V2% 

3V3'» 

3V3'. 

3V3 1 . 

r~T. 

French Franc 

3V3 


rra3* H 

JV3'. 

3V2". 

Swh* Franc 

l'*W-l*w 

IVl’w 

l"ir !*■ 

I"ral*w 

2VI*. 

Yen: 

Vb» 

‘mr 1 . 

‘w-V 


l-par 


FTSE INDEX (*4359 | .l 
4250 4300 4350 4400 4450 4500 


klngOsiir— oSO 43 

roar,) jot nr, 

_ Series Mar 

Bf Gas- 220 19 

(T38I 240 5 

_ Series Mar 

Dluru_TO 36 

W136J 550 5 

EMI Group 11» 51 

nioij isn 2 or, 

Tarmac_ 100 S’, 

PW3M 110 1 

KiUsdun— |R) 12 

ri91) 233 I 

Lnnrthi—.— 14) s’, 
1*1471 1(0 th 

Sean_w — 


Ana Not May, 

SS', bS*, IS', 
>1 4ff, 4Z>, 
Jrt Mar, 

24 - O', 

13 - O', 

Jna Sep Mar , 
so 1 , or, i', 

25 34', X 

92 115 64 

65 L . 118 34’, 

9>. II*, I 

4 7 7 

16 la-, <r, 

S’, 7 9>, 

14 IT*, I 1 , 

5 S’, U', 


Baffioic Open 83582)0-358.40 Chase: S351.75-JSZJ5 High: S35&00-35&40 
Low: S350435-350L55 AM: *355.75 PM: 1354 JO 

Krugerrand: 535IXD-354.00IL2[8JX>-220jni| 

FlaOnaat: S302.00 (L237JOI Silver: 15.19 (CJ J25) paBadtam: $143.75 (£89.35) 

f > : STERLING SPOT AND. FORWARD RATCS o 


Gmd Mn- 4M1 22 1 , T3 40 14 2|', 26 

1-4631 500 7, 16 23 3W, 47'. 49 

Ladbrukc— 220 U I7‘, 21', 9 II', |4'; 

1*223 240 S 9 13 21 S3 26 

UIKBISC- 240 10*- IT": 22 13': IV, 2|i, 

1*241 1 .) M I 10 15 27'. 29», 34 

March 5. |997 Tat 2S9I9 Cal: 12014 
VPt I jnos FTSE Call: ISW Put 1625 

•Ututoyag warily price. 



79. 


18 


1 

tunqj 

KD 

— — 

- 

— 

- 

- 

145'. 

ID) 


51% 

32 

IT. 

TTwra EMI 1500 

— — 

— 

— 

— 








runty 


— — 


— 

— 

— 





K.«, 


TomUiu_ 

. 290 

7*. 19 

Z3'l 

3‘. 

II 

17% 


2W 


221 


ITT: 

r28T,| 


1 10 

14 

IT 

22-, 

28% 




LlojTli TSB 

TO 

28*, 4**, 

*8*. 

2 

14 

21 

13’. 

21*; 


W, 


1ST 

t*52M 

550 

T 22% 

3! 

25 

n 

45% 

12% 

ST; 

TV: 

102% 

Ii2', 

108*. 

Sere pwr_ 

. 360 

7% 22 


4*, 

14 

21 




121*, 

151 


rJM*.l 

-TO 

0 9% 

14*. 


31% 

40 

«% 



142% 

168% 

199*, 

UnDeMri— 

ITO 

SI 1 # W, 105 

1 

J* 

51% 




X* 


2S5 

i ("154.1) 

1600 

0% . 1.1 

T 


92% 

106 


Mkl Rates tor March 

Amsterdam.—..... 

Brussels_ 

Copenhagen-—-.. 

Dublin._ 

Frankfurt- 

Lisbon__ 

Madrid_ 

Milan_ 

Monln-nl__ 

New York- 

Oslo_ 

Paris- 

Stockholm_ 

Tokyo__ 

Vienna_ 

Zurich_ 

SterceEmC 


5 Range 

.10976-3.1097 
5A.770-S7.0H3 
10.499-10540 
I 0307-1J3339 
2-7537-2.7643 
276J8-2T7J7 
23308-23401 
2739>2755J 
2.1996-23390 
IJbWM.Mta 
II.171-113S7 
OJWO9J230 
I2J87-IZ.38I 
I95J8-I9S.99 
I9JT9-I9.4S2 
2.3822-2.3958 

'■i 


Cfoae t mood) 3 Booth 

30976-j.iQoa v,pr S'eZMir 

56l 770-563<67 IS-IOpr 44-37pr 

10.499-10. SOB l - J ,pr VNpr 

lJUIb-IHUO 5-lpr is-9pr 

17537-2.7559 '^pr 2*«-2pr 

276JB-276J8 'r’dls Vais 

233.08-23328 6-1 pr 22-4 pr 

2741.5-2744.1 25-4 Ids 7J9Sds 

23)13-22032 a604L55pr l.lS-l.Ofcpr 

I. 6094-1AI02 Q.W4J.75pr <L278-0.347pr 

II. 171-11.1bo '-'*pr 

0^89042981 2 ** 2 'ipr b'rfi'ipr 

IL287-I2J06 v«pr V,pr 

195.28-195 Ji I 'r’-pr T*T.pt 

19 J7» 19.39b Vipr r.-l'ipr 

Z.3822-2J847 V.pr ZVTrtJr 


IL287-12J06 
195.28-195JI 
19 J7» |9.39li 
Z.3822-2J847 


Prcfniurn ■ pr. Discount • 


31 618 

ASDAGp 11.800 

Abbey Nil (.400 

Allied Dorr 3.400 
Argus IDOO 

AB Foods 538 

BAA 1.950 

BAT Inds 17300 

BG 143*0 

BOC 1.700 

BP 5300 

BSkyB 13.900 

BTR 7.800 

BT 12. BOO 

Bk of Scot 2.700 
Barclays 2_S0D 
Bass 33)00 

Blue Circle 3.900 
Boou 968 

BAe 2J200 

BA 120) 

Bril Sled II800 

Burmah csrl 93 j 
Burton z*n 
Cable wire 43 XO 
Cadbury 13^00 
Cariion Cm* 1.903 
cenrrtca 25.3CO 
Cm Union 1.700 
Dixon* 1 .too 
EMI 873 

Energy Gp 33100 
EnrerprOU 3Joo 
GKN Hrt 

GRE 1.600 

GUS 838 

Gen Acc I JO) 
Gen Elec 7.000 
Glaxo Well 8.900 
Granada 5^00 
Grand Met 3i00 
Guinness 5,100 
HSBC l,WU 
Hanson 13.000 
Hav* 1.900 

ICI Z&iZ 

Imp Tob IJOO 
KlnttAsher 2.900 
LASMO 4JJOO 
Ladbrokv’f 3.400 


Land Secs 392 
Legal A Gn 1.703 
Lloyds TSB 5.500 
LucasVarliy 4^00 
Mark* Spr 4.100 
Mercury Asset 778 
NaiWst Bk 4JKU 
Nat Grid 3JOO 
Nai Power 1,503 
Men i,7oo 
Orange 2.900 

pao ijoo 

Pearson 1.400 
PowerGcn 1.600 
Prudential ijoo 
RMC 725 

RTZ 2,400 

Ralltrack 33XX) 
Rank Gruup 8.100 
Reckfti col IJSM 
Bred mu 1.400 
Rentoldl Ini 3.900 
Reuters 7,400 
Roll* Royce 7,100 
Royal & Sun 1.700 
Royal BkSct 2JOO 

Safeway 3J0Q 

Salnsbury S.ioo 
Schroder* 24 
S«K A New 2,100 
scot Power 1 AO) 
Svm Trent 2joo 
Shell Trans 4.000 
Slehc 1.200 
SmKl Bch 23X10 
Smith Nph 44300 
Smith* ind* 706 
StdChartd 1,800 
T1 Gp 1.100 
Tate A Lyle l JOO 
Tesco 34300 

Thames w 1.1 DO 
TtimWn* 4.100 
Unilever 2.100 
Uld LUlllile* 915 
UIU News 23300 
Vodulonc 5303 
whli bread 1.400 
Wolseley I JOO 
Zeneca 1,100 


AMP Inc JF. 

AMR Qjip 81'. 

ASA 355 

AT « T 3V. 

Abbou Labs StA 
Adnuicett Mlcre 385 
Anns life ss*. 
Ahmanson [HJ7 41'. 
Air Prod a chera 72- 
AIiTmkSi Comm 27*. 
AlbenmCulWT 8 29». 
Albertson's 3S*. 
Alan Alumom 3b 
AUled Signal 719 
Alum Do ol Am 715 
Amax Cold Inc 7V 
Amerada Hrss sy. 
Amo Brands S3 
Amo El PWKtT 41*. 
Amer Expreu w 
Anw Cenl Cwp w. 
Amer Home Pr w. 
Amer I ml 122 v 
Amer Mores 43 ., 
Amer sundanl 46'. 
AinvTllrcIi 

Amoco gs>, 

Anlievner-Busd) 43% 
Apple Compuier ib>. 
Archer Danlds ]«% 
Armen j% 

Anrutmg wild W, 
Auim in’. 

Ail Rtcnrietd rav, 
Auln Data Pro 44% 
awij Dennison -nr, 
Avon Products w. 
Balier Hughes 47 % 
Battlm Cat a E) 27V 
Banc One as 1 , 

BonXAmerica mu’, I 
Bank ol ny jov 
Banker* rr NY qy, 
Banna Banks 47 % 
Baincfi A Lomb rr, 
Bbcut Inti 46-. 

Bean Dtcfcmn 4V, 

Ben Aibuiru t,T. 

Ml Industries ZT. 

MlSoutii 45 

Black a Decker 31% 
Block UURj £», 
Boelnn IUT, I 

Boise utrade 33 % 
Bristol Myn Sq o;*. 

Browiunu Ferris j|% 

Brunswick 29*. 

BuriUiKfun Nrhn 84% 
CJK Enmor Corp 3T. 
OtA nnanooi ui% 1 

cpc ind 83% 

rax 51 

Campbell Soup 89. , 

Can PadlVc 251 , 

Carolina pwr 37 

CalerpOlar 7S’. 

Central 1 sw 3 

Champion I nil 43 % , 

Chose Mantui 103 n 

Chevron Coip wp, , 

SWer 31'. , 

Chubb Corp 50 ,, ; 

Qipu Corp 153 ', | 

S Bon <7’ 120 -. I 

™m* _ 12D. I; 

Coastal Corn 47 

Coca Cola w, ■ 

Coca Cola Em &) . i 

cnlRale-Palm ioj., |j 

Columbia Gas Hr. t 

Columbia HC4 «% , 

Compaq comp *y. t 

Comp au ini 44 . 

Con*pu *j.. . 

conrall 1 it-. 11 

Com Edlian Jr. 3 

Cons Nil Gas 5 j < 

Cooper Inds 4 j. j 

Ouenaies 53% S 

Coming Inc bf, 1 

Crown cork 54 *. j 

Dona Corp 11 % j 

Patro n Hudson 41 % 4 

bttft 42 % 4 

Pella air Liras *v. n 

Pduie Corp ,ir. 1 

PI Kiwi Equip l?. 1 

DUtoid Dept M , 

Dfcney (Wall) ya% ; 

Dominion «« *», * 

Punellry fflRI Xi 3, 

Dover Corp vr. % 

Dow Chemical an. i, 

Dow Jones 4 

Dnaser k 

Duke rmrcT 44 ,, + 

Dun 2 Brdsimr ’ 4 % 1 , 

P“ iii>. m 

Eastman ciirm j;, e, 

Lflll man KrtlaL * 


Mdr 5 Mar 4 
midday dear 


Eaum Corp ir, 72 

Edison Ini 21*, 21 ', 

W*a Data sys 45-. ay. 

Emerson Elec W. 58% 

Engdhanl Corp 21', 22 

Enron Carp «r, nr. 

Eruergy 27 26 % 

Ethyl Corp 9 % 9 % 

Emm 101 % loo 

FMC Cam 68*. uv 

FPL Group Iff, 45% 

Federal Express 53% S3 

Ftnt Bk Sys «y, 79 % 


Mar 5 Mar 4 
midday dote 


■ w, in 

First Union Rliy 12 % LT, 


57 SV. 
41% 41% 

M'J 84 
24% 24. 

35% 
tt% 46% 
im. 10 % 

148% 146%, 
MS% 144*. 
46 45% 

42 41% 


Flea Flril Grp 62% 01 % 

Rnw Corp 6 | 50 % 

Ford MolOT XZ% 31 % 

GTE Corp «tf. 46% 

Ganaeu 79 >, tv. 

Gap Inc Dei 32% yr, 
Cenoorp 19% 19 

Gen Dynamics 66 op. 
Gen Eleoric 101 % 101 % 
Gen Mills 65% 64% 

Gen Molds 57 % 57 % 

Gen Reinsurance 170% 171% 
Gen signal 43 % %j% 
Genuine Pars 46% 47 
Gtefgta fttc 7fr% 76% 
Gdleue 11 bo% 

G ain Welle ADS 33% 33 % 

GmJbrtch IBR 41 % 41 % 
S°°<lyror Tire 53% 53 
On All Pat Tea 30 % XT. 
Gnu Wwn Fin 44'. 44 
HaQlburun 66 % os 
Harcnun General 47% 47 % 
H^,«JI 42% 42 

H em, la 40 % 45 ,, 

Herrtiey Psods 44 % 44 % 
Hcwkn Packard 58 1 . 57 % 
HUum Hotels s ; 4 % 
Home Depot 55 % 55 .. 

Homotake Mn K 15 % | F . 
Honeywell 73 n. 
Househo'j mu 971 . a,' 
Houawi inds m% rr, 
Humana 2 l«. 21 % 

nr Corp 57 u. 

Ikon wnm Jj% J?.' 
Illinois Tool m'i ti 
minora 24 % m. 

into S; 

jniienoll Rand «% 45 ., 
Inland su*l 19 , 

InM Corp 148 % ltt i, 

ST^aFr T1R 

James RUtr Va W% ^ 
ln ™ »% 5T% 

»cG«e S'- £: 

JJlmberijKiaTk icp% nyp. 
Kmart I),, 

Kbteht-Uddn 4 a 40 ' 

rtrb IE 10 

H nu “’ J inc ir! Ta% 
Uneotn nbi 57 .. s ® 

Lliton ... J. * 

lft daibnme ij; I?. 
Uflltteed Martin W, «% 
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tf Papouis retains 
Pollard 


* 


a 


MORE on NatWesfs tri- 
als and tribulations. I can 
report that Kyriaoos 
Papouis, the former trader 
at the centre of an investi¬ 
gation into a £50 mfllion 
writeoff at NatWest, has 
retained Stephen Pollard 
of Kingsley Napley, the 
law firm, to represent his 
interests. 

Pollard is best-known 
for his skilful handling of 
Nick Leeson’s case, includ¬ 
ing the rogue trader’s in¬ 
terrogation by fraud squad 
officers in his Frankfurt 
prison cell and the subse¬ 
quent court case in Singa¬ 
pore. More importantly 
for Papouis is that Pollard, 
Naples's youngest equity 
partner, is an expert on 
City regulation. 


Election tipple 


TRUE-BLUE Archie Nor¬ 
man is cashing in on die 
forthcoming elections with 
a selection of political ales. 
The prospective Conserva¬ 
tive parliamentary candi¬ 
date, who unwittingly 
predicted a Labour victory, 
wifi be stocking Asda’s 
shelves with Major's Mild, 
Tony's Tipple, and 
Ashdown's Ale. 

The Conservative brew 
is modestly described as “a 
great British beer that has 
been popular for some 
years now with the landed 
gentry and the City. Per¬ 
haps for the richer palate 
and rumoured to be good 
for the co n stit u tion." - 

Tony's Tipple is 
described as “a Labour of 
love. It had mass appeal 
back in the Seventies fol¬ 
lowed byafall in demand. 
Hie beer is now enjoying 
something of a comeback." 
Curiously, the only elec¬ 
tion beer-label Asda sent 
back to the drawing board " 
was Tony's T5ppte — "fbr 
the social drinker”.' > 



“I had this most 
marvellous dream 
in which liny took 
over at Lonrho” 


Distinctive note 

GRAHAM KENTFIELD 
will take a copy of a 200- 
year-old pound note to 
West Wales today. The 
visit by the Bank of. En¬ 
gland’s chief cashier is to 
mark the bicentenary of 
the ill-fated invasion of 
1.400 Frenchmen at 
Fishguard in 1797. Their 
arrival led to panic in the 
Square Mile; there was a 
run on the Bank’s gold 
reserves, and it became 
necessary to issue, for the 
first time. £1 and £2 notes. 


Curry flavour 

CITY types know a good 
restaurant when they see 

one—or at least they think 

they do. So it coines as no 
surprise that Christopher 
Reeyes, the chairman of 
Merrill lynch Europe 
m made certain be was heard 
w when it came to making a 
nomination for the 

London R ' st “ u / a "' 

Awards- He both fa*d 

and sent a bard «Py rf _ _ T 

nomination to die *S* r ? |\\ T 
organisers. Hntoig Cta* VV 
^ May’S m King's r Y ▼ 


ney 


Itoad, Chelsea, his num¬ 
ber one curry haunt 


UNDER the spotlight at a 
DowningStreetpresscon- 

ference y esterd ^' m ^fZ 
J rjjlev was somewhat 

tongue-tied. Unveiling 
plans to abolish 
Social Security Secretaiy 

referred to Britain* big- 
^readofhomeovr, 

ership”- 7 

reded himselfi Oo ^.i 
mem, pew" L 

No Peter,, I tbmK 

mean pension ownership. 


MORAG PRESTON 


strange air of unreality gathers over 


•^^pojmdans when Away "start thinking 


. ab «i t pensions. Conservative and 
Latxnir alike switch into their most states¬ 
manlike mode when confronted with the 
ticking demographic timebomb of ageing, 
supposedly about to hit Britain with the 
torce of an off-course meteor. No matter that 
me suspect package Contains only a small 
device. It could cause moderate fiscal 
damage in 30 years time but should by then 
oe deactivated by greater saving, a higher 
DUtn rate, longer working lives, immigra¬ 
tion, steadier growth or some other combi- 
naoon of natural economic processes. 

. Rred by the “need" to address a longterm 
issue and egged on by life assurance groups 
ravenous for new products, five parties have 
duty shown their modem colours. New 
labour has applied relentlessly sensible 
pragmatism, ending with a mishmash of 
modest, overlapping, politically correct pro- 
posal s to e xtend die voluntary pensions net. 

Conservatives were expected to phase out 
the tatty state earnings related pensi on 
sateme (Serps). Instead they have applied 
nree-market ideology rigorously, devising a 
radical programme to privatise the universal 
or “basic" state pension and to enforce com¬ 
pulsory private saving. Oddly, their propos- 
als attack a problem that does not really exist 
And if it did, they would not solve it. 

The real pension issue is to persuade 
people to save more voluntarily to meet 
higher costs and expectations in retirement 
and make good the withering away of the 
basic state pension. While both 


Small earthquake from 
Chile, not many votes 


parties 


devise new schemes of varying merit 
however, the existing occupational pension 
system is also withering away. 

In contrast to the total social security 
budget the burden of the basic state pension 
has tumbled in the past 15 years, to about 4 
per cent of national income. Taxpayers have 
saved far more tty indexing the pension to 
prices instead of earnings than they have 
spent paying pensions to more people for 
longer. Hie slice of the national cake now 
used for basiepensions would amply cover a 
sharper rise in die number of pensioners 
between 2015 and 2030. 

If we designed a new pension system from 
scratch, we might well adopt Chile's model 
of forced saving with a limited choice of 
highly regulated providers, instead of a pay- 
as-you go tax transfer between the genera¬ 
tions. The Internationa] Finance Corpora¬ 
tion commends it for emerging countries 
with unstable governments as well as for 
collapsed former communist states where 
pension rights have been wiped out by 
inflation. Fbr a stable developed country, it 
stfll has the advantage of channeling money 
into private business, but also the funda¬ 
mental drawback of forcing two generations 



(who cannot yet vote) to pay both for their 
own pensions and for other people's. 

Privatising the basic state pension aims to 
restrict the maw of the state and cut the tax 
burden. In reality, it will raise the tax 
burden, mainly to replace lost national 
insurance contributions. Just as rent dereg¬ 
ulation and VAT on fuel boosted social 
security spending, just as rail privatisation 
in dally boosted subsidies, so the Chilean 
experiment would have the opposite effect to 
that intended in the short term. In this case, 
the short-term could be more than 40 years. 


Worst of all. this irrelevant vote-loser could 
wefi cut total retirement pensions. The aim 
is to replace most of the lost NICs by 
abolishing tax relief on all the new 
generation's pension contributions, shifting 
relief to pensions in payment. By the normal 
laws of supply and demand, you would 
expect this to cut demand for voluntary 
second-tier pensions, which should provide 
the bulk of reliremenr income for most 
people. This disincentive would be even 
greater if people believed that the privatised 
pension would be bigger than die state 
pension iireplaced. 

Conveniently, free-marketeers now con¬ 
tend that reliefs do not affect savings. 
Without up-front reliefs, however, the same 
proportion of income saved will yield a 
smaller pension. It is too easy to forget that 
investment returns affect pensions as much 
as contributions. Without contribution re¬ 
lief. money-purchase pension schemes 
might well disappear in favour of more 
flexible Pep-type savings vehicles. 

Three threats already hang over pensions. 
Mis-sefiing of personal pensions after 
earlier attempts to scale down Serps led to a 
collapse of foe market, which is only now 


recovering. The providers are just the sort of 
companies to whom the basic state pension 
would be handed over. They need to 
demonstrate that they can provide pensions 
at. much lower cast for low earners or those 
wth irregular incomes before they can even 
be entrusted with more money that would 
have gone into Serps. 

tougher investment standards im¬ 
posed by foe new Pensions Act. allied to City 
pressure on companies to restrict variable 
pension costs are persuading a growing 
stream of employers to abandon schemes 
guaranteed to pay pensions according to 
final salary. These are being replaced by 
money-purchase funds that are ampler and 
potentially better but drastically under¬ 
funded. Combined contributions are typical¬ 
ly 10 per cent of pay rather than 15 per cent 
plus. Many more employers will switch to 
cheap fixed-cost schemes once contribution 
holidays paid for by the share boom end. 

Finally, both parties’Treasury teams are 
eyeing the vast potential taxes “lost” through 
pension scheme perks. Labour, in particu¬ 
lar, may well end tax relief on dividends and 
restrict gains tax relief. Again, that will cut 
returns and ultimately cut pensions. 

Earners must pay for non-earners, 
through taxes or by profits and interest 
taking a thicker slice of the national cake. 
Instead of addressing poverty, the key to 
expanding that cake, we seem to be 
limbering up for a fiscal war between the 
generations. Suicide kits for the retired, 
whether private or free on the National 
Health, may not be far away. 


LibDems passionately sell 


distinct economic approach 


Janet Bash says 


Malcolm Bruce 


has declared 


a plague on 


both Labour 


and the Tories 


Ti 


he joint statement on 
constitutional reform 
published yesterday 
by Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats gave proof, 
if any were needed, that foe 
two parties are likely to co¬ 
operate dosely in the event of a 
Labour election victory. 

But. even as the final touch¬ 
es were being agreed. Mal¬ 
colm Bruce, the Liberal 
Democrats’ Treasury spokes¬ 
man. vehemently denied any 
favouritism towards Labour 
and bias against the Conserva¬ 
tives as far as The economy 
‘was concerned. In an mter- 
view wth The■ Times. Mr 
Bruce declared a. plague chi 
both their houses. . 

"We are trying to get across 
to people this message. You 
know you want rid of the 
Tories, but you know in your 
hearts foal Labour hasn’t got 
foe answer. It is a party which 
has tom its heart out It has no 
philosophy. Its only philoso¬ 
phy is do whatever is neces¬ 
sary to win. But then what?" 
An independent-minded 

Scot and a member of the 
liberal Party since he was 17, a 
strategy of cosying up to 
Labour appears to hold few 
attractions for Mr Bruce. 

He urges the electorate to 
vote Liberal Democrat on its 
merits, passionately selling an 
array of economic policies that 
are quite distinct from the 
offerings of the two main 
electoral contenders. There are 
three main areas where 
Liberal Democrat policy is 
resolutely different It is the 
only party that openly advo¬ 
cates raising taxes and the 
only party unequivocally com¬ 
mitted to making the Bank of 
England independent and 
joining a single currency. 

On tax. Mr Bruce has 
committed himself to a Ip rise 
in the standard rate of income 
tax and a 50p higher rate tax 
band for those earning more 
than £100.000 a year. That 
would plough £2 billion a year 
into education in each of the 
five years of the next Parlia¬ 
ment and provide funds to 
take half a million low-paid 
workers out of the tax net as 
well as blunt foe impact of foe 


Malcolm Bruce, the Liberal Democrats' Treasury spokesman, appears not to be attracted to a strategy of cosying up to the Labour Party 


rise in the standard rate for 
many others by raising per¬ 
sonal allowances. In addition, 
the liberal Democrats have 
promised to put an extra 5p on 
a packet of cigarettes, using 
the money to abolish charges 
for eye and dental checks. The 
beauty of the programme is 
that it is costed, overtly devotes 
funds to address the key issues 
of low pay and education, and 
even demonstrates in a con¬ 
crete way how funds can be 
redistributed to reflect differ¬ 
ent priorities — a strategy 
touted by Labour but not 
detailed in any way. 

Mr Bruce is scathing about 
the two main parties' refusal to 
acknowledge a need to raise 
taxes to pay for improvements 
in public services that foe elec¬ 
torate demands and is being 
promised. He says there is 
plenty of evidence that voters 
understand quite a lot of people 
will not get something for 
nothing, but. nevertheless, they 
are not being told foe truth. 

“They have been deceived 
by foe Tories who have 
daimed to cut taxes and have 
actually across the hoard in¬ 


creased them so that they are 
higher than they were under 
the last Labour government. 
They have only been able to 
finance their programme over 
foe last 17 years by selling off 
foe family silver and they are 
running out of things io sell. 
The Tories are asking ques¬ 
tions as to how other parties 
will finance their programme. 
1 think it is a very big question 
mark as to how the Conserva¬ 
tives could finance another 
Parliament." But Labour 
comes in for just as much flak. 
“They will do as the Tories do. 
which is find uther taxes, 
probably less progressive tax¬ 
es than income tax. less fair 
taxes, ones that will hit the 
poor harder than the better off. 
It is a fair betrayal of what 
Labour once stood for." 

For nil foe vehemence of his 
position. Mr Bruce is pursu¬ 
ing an uncomfortable and, in 
some ways, limited middle 
route. He has to admit that £2 
billion a year will not solve all 
the shortcomings of Britain’s 
educational system, but he 
defends the programme on the 
ground that foe other two 


parties are offering nothing. 
And. for all foe courage of 
going into foe election offering 
tax increases, he will not go so 
far as to say that there may be 
a deeper fiscal problem that 
must be tackled. It is difficult, 
he admits, for his party to go 
even further out on a limb 
given that the others refuse 
point blank to admit that there 
is any pressure on them to cut 
spending or raise taxes. 

Mr Bruce shows little doubt 
on the two major changes his 
party offers on the conduct of 
monetary policy. He sides 
totally with the Bank of Eng¬ 
land on foe recent disagree¬ 
ment with Kenneth Clarke on 
interest rates in foe face of 
virtual unanimity in foe City 
and the body politic that the 
Chancellor has probably got it 
right by resisting calls for 
higher rates. If anything, foe 
Bank has not been tough 
enough in pursuing the Gov¬ 
ernment’s inflation target 
because, without full indepen¬ 
dence. it is not in a strong 
enough position. 

But the current argument 
over rates is beside the point 


The only thing that matters is 
that decisions are taken out of 
foe hands of politicians. “I defy 
you to convince me that a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
who is 20 points behind in the 
polls four months from an 
election doesn’t have that in 
his mind when he is asked to 
consider interest rate 
changes," he says. 

Mr Bruce argues foal long¬ 
term rates could be 15 per cent 
lower than they are now if the 
Bank were independent, sav¬ 
ing Britain £5 billion a year in 
interest charges on its borrow¬ 
ing. He also believes that the 
Bank should continue to have 
a single statutory purpose of 
bearing down cm inflation, in 
contrast to Labour which 
wants to see foe Bank to 
pursue economic growth as 
well. “Making the cultural 
shift in this country to foe idea 
that permanently sustained 
low inflation is the bedrock of 
economic policy requires that 
this is foe overriding objective. 
If you stan to fragment that, 
there is a danger that you lose 
sight of that." 

The same conviction that 


monetary policy is better 
handed over to the profession¬ 
als appears to underly the 
commitment to a single cur¬ 
rency. Mr Bruce expresses 
admiration for the determ¬ 
ination to press ahead with 
monetary union in spite of all 
foe difficulties. It is. he says, 
an ambitious project just like 
foe European Union itself and 
foe single market, both of 
which have come an incredible 
distance. But there is also a gut 
feeling that Britain has no 
right to sign up for something 
and then not play by the rules. 
“We seem to be in a position of 
having joined a tennis club 
and then complaining it’s not 
a golf club.” 

He challenges British Euro¬ 
sceptics to back up their 
opposition to a single currency 
with a realistic alternative. 
“This is foe last chance for 
Britain to get on board or 
probably fail off completely. 
Increasingly, it seems that the 
Euro-sceptics are not opposing 
monetary union but want to 
take Britain out. But they have 
articulated nowhere where we 
can seriously go." 


Jon Ashworth reflects on Dieter Bock’s in and out career with Lonrho 


Tiny’s ‘corporate son’ rides off into sunset 


hen Dieter Bock first sur¬ 
faced at Lonrho in February 
T . 1993. Tiny Rowland, the com¬ 
pany's mercurial founder, could hardly 
have been more fulsome in his praise. 
The German property entrepeneur. 
then 53, was hailed as the heir- 
apparent a prodigal son, a hero. 
Rowland, welcoming Bock as joint 
chief executive, said that the pair wou ld 
work “happily, smoothly aodmdi^ 
ibty”. They swiftly became known as 

foe “indivisible;”. . 

As marriages go. i! dld 
Barely six months into foe job, reports 
of "tensions” were circulating. Indeed, 
in October 1993. Mr Rowland, then 7!x 
said of the German oitrepreneur l ^ 
still waiting for some perfrarnance 
for. he hasn't delated a 
3e of business. Frankly, he hasnl 
sot a due." One can only imagine foe 
atmo^here after that little episode. 


Mr Bock's attempts to “normalise" 
Lonrho continued in early 1994, with 
foe ousting of four of Mr Rowland s 
longstanding boardroom allies. Urer 
in foe year. Lonrho issued a terse 
statement announcing foal Mr Row¬ 
land was to resign as joint managing 
director and chief executive. He was 
invited io stay on as president, and 
would continue io draw a LIJ. million 
salary. 

Then came the coup de grtice. In 
March 1995, Mr Rowland was handed 
a letter telling him he was being 
removed as a director, employee and 
president-deer. There was no payoff, 
and — outrageously — he would no 
longer have rhe run of Lrmrhn’s 
Gulfstream GIVjet. Mr Rowland wa\ 
"totally shocked”, and swore to pursue 
Mr Bock “until foeend of his days". He 
went on to rubbish Mr Bock's perfor¬ 
mance in at least two circulars. 


to 


distributed at great expense 
Lonrho’s 54,000 shareholders. 

Hardly surprising, perhaps, that Mr 
Bock has had enough. He initiated the 
process last October when he sold his 
IS per cent stake to Anglo American. 
The South African mining colossus, for 
£257 million, and stepfwi down as 
Lonrhn's chief executive. He retires as 
a director at the Linrho annual 
meeting in two weeks. 

How wall Mr Bock be remembered 
in years to come? To some extent he is 
as much of an enigma as when he first 
came on the scene four years ago; foe 
quietly-spoken German property en¬ 
trepreneur who found himself em¬ 
broiled in British boardroom politics. 
Bom in foe former East Germany, his 
family moved to West Germany in 
1956. He studied law and accountancy 
and went on to form his own consult¬ 
ing firm in Frankfurt in l°73. He began 


investing in real estate foe following 
year, and later extended his property 
interests to South Africa and America. 

Nobody has ever been quite sure 
how Mr Bock made his money, and he 
seems to like it that way. Intensely 
private, he is married, with four 
children, enjoys sailing and is a patron 
of the arts. He is commonly associated 
with two companies: Advanta Man¬ 
agement. which at one time had a stake 
in Kempinski, the hotel group, and 
Laerstate, a privately owned company 
registered in The Netherlands. 

There was a time when Mr Rowland 
would introduce his new-found partner 
as “my corporate son. Dieter Bock, 
who will replace me". Towards the end, 
he was more fond of observations such 
as: "Mr Bock doesn’t own a single asset 
in his own name, except his bicycle — 
and perhaps his wife." 

Mr Bock has got on his bike. 



Rowland: victim of coup 
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Eversholt was 
undervalued 


From Mr 
Hutchinson 


Brian 



Sir, The lead story in your 
business section of Febru¬ 
ary 20 about the £42 mil¬ 
lion profit for foe four 
directors of Eversholt 
Leasing does, 1 agree with 
Labour, warrant a Com¬ 
mons debate. Had these 
gentlemen gained, say £1 
million each, that would 
seem reasonable alongside 
the £230,000 received by 
the other 66 Eversholt 
employees. 

What is also worrying is 
the personal profit gained 
by foe four directors of 
Candover, the venture cap¬ 
ital backers of the buyout 
who share between them 
£600,000. presumably on 
top of fees and commis¬ 
sions earned by then- 
company. 

1 work in (he private 
sector for a major pic and 
find it difficult to imagine 
how foe rolling stock com¬ 
panies could have been so 
undervalued by foe Trans¬ 
port Department Could it 
be that the DoT only really 
understands value for 
money in road terms? This 
would explain their rather 
quaint attitude to foe rail 
network. 

As I stand In (he rain on 
Southampton Parkway 
Station each weekday 
morning wth my (£5K 
plus) season ticket in my 
pocket I find it increasing¬ 
ly difficult to support the 
privatisation of foe rail¬ 
ways. A few people have 
made millions overnight 
the services are certainly 
no better, and 1 no longer 
have any ownership of our 
railways. Where is the 
“value added" we were all 
promised? 

Yours faithfully, 

BRIAN HUTCHINSON, 

10 Oakwood Court 
Oakwood Close, 

Chandlers Ford, 
Hampshire. 


Moral maze over 
genetic testing 


From Mr Richard Hawkes 


Sir, Pennington (The 
Times Business, February 
19) is of the view that “the 
insurance industry will 
one day have to take a 
moral stand and forbid 
refusal of cover”, even 
where genetic testing 
shows that provision of 
that cover is likely to lead 
to a loss. 

What moral attitude 
should a member of the 
public take if he knows 
that: 

□ his genetic testing 
shows he wifi die eariy, 

□ insurance companies 
are required to provide 
him with cover at a price 
suitable for people in good 
health? 

It’s all very well for the 
organiser to run a lottery 
that no one wins, but who 
would run one that self- 
selected people would nev¬ 
er lose? 


Yours faithfully, 

C.R.C. HAWKES 

Lane Clark & Peacock, 
St Paul’s House, 

St Paul’s HilL 

Winchester. 

Hampshire. 


Letters to the 
Business 
section of 
The Times 
can be sent 
by fax on 
0171-782 51a 
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British innovation ‘is being blunted by a financial vacuum 


BETWEEN the first and second halves 
of News at Ten, viewers not making a cup 
of tea have recently been treated to a 
weird advert singing the praises of Bill 
Gates. Microsoft and the Nasdaq stock 
market. It charts the software company's 
success and doses by asking where else 
investors could find companies capable 
of such meteoric growth. 

Withers, the City law firm, has come up 
with a suggestion why the London Stock 
Exchange cannot muster similar success 
stories to boast about 

In a report released today, it points out 
that Microsoft was born from start-up 
funds provided by a company willing to 
commit money to someone who was little 


more than a Harvard drop-out with a 
good idea. After targeting the FT-SE 350 
companies, it has found Britain's top 
businesses are much more averse to risk, 
creating a culture where a young Master 
Gates would have been given short shrift 
As a result it says. Britain is falling 
into the laggards* league in the interna¬ 
tional technology stakes. 

For six months. Withers has been 
taking the pulse of corporate venturing; 
where large companies invest in smaller 
development companies in the same 
field. It is intended as a long-term plan, 
using money more efficiently than with 
in-house development 
The Withers report found that most 


Fraser Nelson and Ashley Potter discover 
a worrying aversion to corporate venturing 


British companies are unwilling to make 
such an investment David Gebbie. the 
author of the report believes this reluc¬ 
tance is blunting the country’s competi¬ 
tive edge. He said: “It seems that the UK 
is in danger of becoming a nation of 
shopkeepers selling products developed 
in other countries. 

“This is not through a lade of innova¬ 
tion. but through a financial vacuum 
which is leaving many of them without 


the vital funds they need to develop. If we 
don't do something about it nowand re¬ 
evaluate the importance of corporate 
venturing we will fall behind the 
opposition.” 

The report found that the core of 
companies that had tried corporate 
venturing did so for long-term growth 
and as part of a diversification strategy. 
More than 35 per cent of those involved 
in venturing said they considered it vital 


for commercial survival. Where there 
were problems, these were caused by 
companies trying to exert control over the 
smaller company. Most firms that would 
not consider corporate venturing saud 
they were unwilling to accept the “hands- 
off” altitude which is crucial to success.^ 
The reluctance is being felt by Britain's 
inventors, who are today staging an 
exhibition of their devices in London. It is 
being organised by Inventor Link, which 
helps inventors to market their inven¬ 
tions. Richard Paine, chairman of Inven¬ 
tor Link, said: “There is no lack®' 
venture capital floating around. The 
problem is that it only comes in chunks of 

millions. The people we organise only 


need tranches of E 100 ^» » : *v^ 

This can only be bod for Britain's 

taring would not seem to ; 
offer much of a solution. The s urvey found 
that the average sum invested was around 

£ 500,000 -half the average lBvtstfettf . 

of a venture capitalist, but still way obt of- _ 
the average inventor’s league. • • • •• 

Mr Gebbie says that any further::- 
improvement in the situation would need 
a fundamental shift in the radon's way of 
looking at ventures. "In Britain, if-yon by " 
something and fail, then youare seen as a 
loser," he said. "In the US, if you fail you 
are seen as a trier.lt is this philosopher 
difference which is the problem." 


in i*- 
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BICC keeps 
cash tight 
to cut debts 


by £225m 


By Oliver August 


BICC. the cable and construc¬ 
tion group, reduced its debts 
from E305 million to £80 
million last year but expects 
continuing problems in the 
European building sector. 

Alan Jones, chief executive, 
said: “We have managed our 
cash very tightly; these num¬ 
bers are better than had been 
expected." Contrary to the 
current trend, the group bene¬ 
fited from exchange rate 
changes. The value of its 
dollar-denominated contracts 
rose and copper price changes 
boosted cashflows. 

Mr Jones said: “With our 
improved financial position, 
we are continuing with invest- 
men ts with considerable capi- 


Five brick 


plants sold 
by Ibstock 


IBSTOCK has sold five 
brick-making plants for 
£53 million and will use 
the proceeds to reduce 
borrowings. 

The plants have been 
sold to Ambion Brick com¬ 
pany, which paid £44 mil¬ 
lion on completion and 
will pay a further £3 mil¬ 
lion in instalments, with 
interest, over 21 months. 

A further £6 million is 
payable by Rediand under 
an agreement entered into 
at the time of the acquisi¬ 
tion by Ibstock of Rediand 
Bricks last July. 

The five plants are the 
subject of undertakings 
given by Ibstock to the 
Trade and Industry De¬ 
partment in July 19%. 

The brick plants are at 
Eldon and Todhills in 
Durham. Steer Point in 
Plymouth, and Wamham 
and Wealden In West Sus¬ 
sex. They have a combined 
manufacturing capacity of 
174 million bricks a year 
and net assets of about E50 
million. 

Ambion is a new com¬ 
pany formed by Royal Bank 
Development Capital. 


tal expenditure in 1997. 
Projects will be completed in 
1997 and 1998 and will contrib¬ 
ute to farther growth." 

The squeeze on government 
spending in Europe to fit 
economies for monetary union 
has prolonged the construc¬ 
tion slump.'In the UK. BICC 
escaped the depressed condi¬ 
tions by developing a rail 
maintenance division that in¬ 
corporates several farmer 
British Rail units and is al¬ 
ready profitable. 

Market conditions in the 
European cable sector were 
“particularly difficult" in the 
first pan of 1997, but Mr Jones 
said: “We do. however, expect 
the improvements in our 
growth areas of business to 
continue, with an emphasis on 
the second half." 

Results for the year to 
December 31 show pre-tax 
profits up 18 pier cent, to £129 
million. Earnings per share 
rose to 13p from 9p. and the 
dividend was lifted to 12J>p 
from L2L41p. Revenue in¬ 
creased to £4.7 billion from 
£4.4 billion. 

Balfour Beany, the main 
construction and engineering 
business, saw profits fall to 
£10 million from £18 million 
but BICC stressed that, after 
revamping the management 
it now expected gradual im¬ 
provements in performance. 

The group said it continued 
to strengthen its position in 
selected regions of the world, 
with improvements in its es¬ 
tablished businesses in Indo¬ 
nesia and the Middle East 
Overall, the Balfour Beatty 
order book, now including 
that of the acquired rail units, 
stands at £2.3 billion, with 34 
per cent outside the UK 

In cables, the major 
rationalisation programme 
announced over the last 15 
months benefited European 
and North American opera¬ 
tions. Profits in BICC Cables 
improved 19 per cent, to E94 
million, but the second half 
was adversely affected by a 
gap in the normal order 
pattern for the profitable extra 
high-voltage cable business 
and increasingly difficult trad¬ 
ing conditions in Europe. 












Loss turns to 
at Thomson-CSF 


THOMSON-CSF. the French defence-electronics group that 
is being privatised, recovered to show a net profit of FFr745 
million in 1996 from a loss of FFr791 million in 1995. The 
value of orders on December 31 exceeded FFr67 bilk an. the 
company said. Sales rose 22 per cent to FFr3627 bdhon. The 
French Government intends to sell Thomson-CSF by direct 
negotiation and has signalled that it wants the company-.to: 
become a centre of the French, and even European defence 
industries capable of competing throughout the world with 
leading American electronics groups. 

The two bidders so far are the French Lagardere Groupe, 
which won an abandoned first round of privatisation at the 
end of last year, and Alcatel-Alsthom, the French group, 
which now plans to link its offer with the merger of DassairiT 
and Aerospatiale, the French groups. Thomson-CSF owns 
17.4 percent of SGS-Thomson, a French-Italian company, but 
is likely to dispose of this holding when it is privatised. 


Metal Bulletin ahead 


METAL BULLETIN, the business information company, 
reported an increase in pre-tax profits to £5.1 million in 
1996, from E4.23 milli on in the previous year. Turnover of 
£22.8 million compared with E19B million previously. 
Earnings were 34.4p a share, rising from 283p. The total 
dividend is increased to 20p a share from I6p, with a I4-2p 
final. Trevor Tarring, the chairman, said that the 
company was confident about the long-term success of its 
newly launched Internet businesses. 


Eadie shares tumble 


Climbing higher Paul Davies, chief executive of Parity, left, and David Firth, finance director, enjoyed a good year 


Unemployed flock to Wales 
in search of Korean jobs 


By Our Industrial Staff 


Tempus, page 28 


THOUSANDS of jobseekers 
from all over Britain have 
joined the rush for work at the 
Korean microchip project in 
South Wales. 

Kelter International, a re¬ 
cruitment firm, revealed that 
5,000 hopefuls from as far 
afield as Scotland and Somer¬ 
set had applied for work at the 
two LG electronics factories 
being built at Newport. 

More than 6,000 jobs are 
being created in the £1.7 
billion expansion, die biggest 
Far East investment ever 


made in Europe. Nick Pilgim, 
recruiting consultant at 
Kelter, said 60 per cent of 
registered applications had 
come from outside Wales. 

He added: “Wales has be¬ 
come a huge magnet for 
people seeking long-term, se¬ 
cure careers and there could 
be over 30,000 job vacancies 
on offer." As well as 6,000 LG 
jobs, it is estimated that 22,000 
more workers will be required 
to • fill posts in scores of 
companies supplying the Ko¬ 
reans with components and 


services. About 5,000 con¬ 
struction workers will also be 
needed to build the LG com¬ 
plex and Millennium projects 
in other parts of South Wales. 

Mr Pilgrim said the job¬ 
seekers were attracted to 
Wales as a country and 
because of the “security ele¬ 
ment in the jobs on offer". 

LG will make computer 
monitors, large-screen TVs 
and semi-conductors for the 
electronics Industry. The first 
phase will start production by 
the end of the year. 


Flotation still in Optus sights 


From Rachel Bridge in Sydney 


OPTUS Communications, 
Australia’s second largest tele¬ 
phone company, in which 
Cable and Wireless has a 245 
per cent stake, yesterday con¬ 
firmed that it still plans to float 
on the stock market this year 
once litigation over its pay-TV 
joint venture is resolved. 

The group, which began 
operating in Australia five 


years ago. was forced to 
postpone its A$4 billion (£2 
billion] float last year after it 
was unable to issue a prospec¬ 
tus because of a dispute be¬ 
tween Optus Vision, its 465 
per cent owned subsidiary, 
and the Seven Network, the 
Australian television station. 

Ziggy Switkowski. chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said a 1997 float was 


“still very much our desire". 

S itus made net profits of 
59 million (A$7 million) in 
the half year to December 31, 
with total revenues up 32 per 
cent at A$1 2 billion. 

Oprus, established five 
years ago, now has an 18 per 
cent share of the long distance 
market and 32 per cent of the 
total mobile phone market 


Profits and 
payout soar 
at Parity 


By Our City Staff 


PARITY, the computer soft¬ 
ware and services group, in¬ 
creased annual pre-tax profits 
from £65 million lo E10.1 
million in the year to Decem¬ 
ber 31. Earnings grew from 
1034p to ISJSlp and the total 
dividend for the year rises 
from 23p to 4p. 

The current year has started 
well in an improving market, 
particularly on the Continent. 
Parity said that the millenni¬ 
um issue is attracting “in¬ 
creasing attention" and will 
be “important” to Parity, “as 
may the considerable soft¬ 
ware reworking which would 
result from monetary union". 

Parity anticipates further 
"add-on" acquisitions this 
year, mainly in Britain and 
probably in the solutions 
business. The company said: 
"We studied a number jof 
acquisitions] over 1996 and 
see potential targets regularly 
but nothing is on the cards at 
the moment" The company 
added: “We also believe that 
the trend to self-employment 
which is particularly logical 
in the fast changing technol¬ 
ogy sector, will continue and 
this is encouraging for the 
Parity business model." 


EADIE HOLDINGS shares Jell 4bp to iOp after the 
company said the results for the year ended December 31 will 
fall significantly short of market expectations and that the 
final dividend would be scrapped. Michael Green has 
resigned as managing director and Peter Bromwich has 
resigned as nan-executive chairman but will remain as a non¬ 
executive director. John Kembery has been a p po i nte d 
executive chairman. The company said it may not follow its 
usual timetable this year for announcing its year-end figures. 


Proposals on the pint 


THE Government is inviting comments on a proposal to 
extend the guest beer provision to include one bottle- 
conditioned beer. John Taylor, die Minister for Corporate and 
Consumer Affairs, said that because of the recent debate about 
the legality of the guest beer provision under European law,, 
the Government “discussed this change with the European 
Commission, which has indicated that it would fully support 
such an extension" Representations should be marie in • 
writing to the Department of Trade and Industry by April 2L 
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Credit Suisse in red 


CREDIT SUISSE, the second biggest Swiss banking 
group, has slumped into the red for the first time in its 140- 
year history, incurring a loss of SFV2.43 billion (£1.01 
billion) Iasi year. The bank said that the loss stemmed 
from restructuring measures and the introduction of a 
management system costing SFr5.4 billion. In 1995, the 
bank earned profits of SFrI.54 billion. The bank said thar 
operating profits fell to SFrl.79 billion from SFrl.81 billion. 
The bank is holding the total dividend at SFr4- 


to 



Finelist raises payout 


FINELIST, the distributor, retailer and marketer of 
automotive components, raised pre-tax profits to £7.1 minim 
from £4.05 million in the half year to December 31. Earnings 
per share rose from 8.2p to 105p and the dividend rises from 
I.9p to 22p. Chris Swan, chairman, said all divisions were 
enjoying organic growth and the contributions from 
acquisitions were pleasing. The directors view the prospects 
for the year to June 30 with continued confidence," he said. 
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MITSUBISHI 
INTRODUCE 
THE NEW 
APRICOT FT1200 
SERVER 


gf Intel 200MHz Penthun®Pro Processor 
32Mb ECC Memory 
2Gb Ultra Wide SCSI disk 
3C9G0 PCI Ethernet card 
Ef 8 speed CD-ROM drive 



El Integrated System Management 

Ef Four Internal dedicated 3.5” 
fixed disk drive bays 

Ef Manufacturer’s RAID option* 

& UPS option* 

& Lockable fixed disks & 
Exchangeable areas 

Sf PCI Bus 

(£ 2 , 348.83 toe wat) usb 
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FOR SPEC, POUND FOR POUND, NOTHING COMES CLOSE 
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If ever there was a demonstration of the sheer technological might of Mitsubishi 4 **-. . 
FT1200 server Because nothing can touch it for overall specification at - or adhere ne^Ttbe"^ 

In the first place, because the Apricot FT1200 boasts Intel's 200Mhz Pentium Pro processon 
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In the second place, because the Apricot FT1200 offers the kind of performance and 

normally found in high-level servers for the price of some desktops. security features 




Like ultra-wide SCSL Like lockable fixed disks. Like the ability to sonar! Hah, 
drives or even configure one disk as a “hot spare" to automatically take over ^ 

In feet, spec for spec the FT1200 trounces the “equivalent" models from Compaq. Dell, HP or IBM. 
Which, when you think about it, doesn't make them very "equivalent” 


CALL NOW FOR AN INFORMATION PACK 
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* Hardy OU 
takes stake 
in India 

Hardy Oil & Gas, the UK 
. energy company, is acquir¬ 
ing a 155 per cent stake in 
Hindustan Oil, an inde¬ 
pendent Indian explora¬ 
tion and production com¬ 
pany. for £2.9 minion. 

Hardy said that the Hin¬ 
dustan investment was the 
latest step in an invest¬ 
ment programme that was 
begun last year and will 
see the company increas¬ 
ingly involved in explora¬ 
tion. appraisal and devel¬ 
opment activities !n 

offshore India. 

Hyundai plan 

Hyundai Motor Company 
said that it is negotiating a 
$150 million joint venture 
with the Bimantara Group 
of Indonesia. Each party is 
currently in the process of 
obtaining governmental 
approvals. Hyundai said 
that further details of the 
joint venture will be re¬ 
leased as soon as possible 
and it is anticipated that 
this will be nij later than 
the end of June. 

Ascot sales 

Ascot Holdings said that it 
has exchanged contracts 
for' the sale of Vantage 
House, Wimbledon, for 
£L5 million. It said that 
following die renegotia¬ 
tion of a lease at Warboys 
Industrial Estate, Hun¬ 
tingdon, contracts have 
also been exchanged for 
the sale of this property for 
£3.025 million. Howard 
Dyer, chairman and chief 
executive of Ascot, said 
that the company is dis¬ 
posing of property assets 
to further reduce gearing. 

Brandon deal 

Brandon Hire has ac¬ 
quired the Southampton- 
based portable toilet hire 
business of BFI. The value 
of the net assets acquired is 
£80,000. Brandon Hire 
also said that it has ac¬ 
quired from Owen Brown 
the Snowdons furniture 
hire business. The value of 
these net assets is £50,000. 
Financial terms of - the 
deals were not disclosed. 


Associated British Ports 
delivers improved results 


By Martin Barrow 


ASSOCIATED British Ports 
Holdings, which invested a 
total of £83 million in trans¬ 
port facilities and investment 
Property last year, expects 
capital expenditure to remain 
high in the current year before 
moderating in 1988. 

The company, which oper¬ 
ates ports and associated facil¬ 
ities in Immingham cm the 
Humber, Southampton and 
South Wales, reported a 
steady rise in cargo volumes 
and said that the improved 
property market was creating 
opportunities to enhance earn* 
ings from its substantial prop¬ 
erty portfolio. 

ABP reported a rise in pre¬ 
tax profits to £935 million in 
1996, from £88.4 million in the 
previous year. Profits were 
struck after a £3 million 
charge against the withdrawal 
from Universal Pipe Coalers, 
a _ loss-making engineering 
joint venture, at Immingham. 
Underlying pre-tax profits 
rose 8.7 per cent to £96.5 
million. 

Sir Keith Stuart, chairman, 
said: “Our ports and transport 
business is well positioned to 
take advantage of continuing 
growth in the UK and world 
economies. We are also seek¬ 
ing to achieve additional ex¬ 
pansion of the business by 
providing our customers at 
the ports with an increased 
range of sendees and 
facilities.” 

He added: “The improving 
property market is giving us 
opportunities to create added 
value from our extensive port 


estates and to provide an 
additional contribution from 
carefully targeted projects at 
other locations, with a particu¬ 
lar emphasis on distribution 
and business space." 

Ports and transport contrib¬ 
uted profits of £107.8 million, 
up from £102.7 million, includ¬ 
ing port-related property in¬ 
come that rose to £28.9 million 
from E26.9 million. A total of 
118 million tonnes of'cargo 
passed through ABPs ports in 
1996, an increase of 35 million 
tonnes, or 33 per cent Higher 
volumes of steel exports, tim¬ 
ber imports and unit load 
traffic were handled, partially 
offset fay lower levels of steel 
and animal feed imports. 

Gearing eased to 3S3 per 
cent at the year-end, from 40.9 
per cent previously, and net 
borrowings were £351 million. 
The interest charge was re¬ 
duced to £293 million, from 
£30.7 million. 

Underlying earnings rose 
7.4 per cent to 17.6p a share. A 
final dividend of 435p a share 
lifts the total to 7.75p, from 
6.5p. ABP shares, which had 
risen tty about 20 per cent 
since mid-December, fell 17b p 
to 30ip yesterday. 

The company, which was 
formerly state owned, played 
down fears that it might be 
affected by the Labour Party’s 
proposed windfall tax on 
privatised utilities. Charles 
Orange, finance director, said: 
“We don’t think we’re liable. 
We are not a monopoly and we 
are not a utility, so we should 
not be included." 



Sir Keith Stuart is seeking to achieve additional expansion of the business 


British on Australian airports shortlist 


From Rachel Bridge 

IN SYDNEY 

THE three British contenders bidding 
for Australia’s airports have made it 
til rough to the final stage of the privati¬ 
sation process, it emerged yesterday. 

BAA, the UK airport operator. 
National Express, the coach operator, 
and Manchester airport which are 
each heading up separate consortia 
with Australian partners, have all been 


shortlisted to bid for Brisbane. Mel¬ 
bourne and Perth airports, die first 
three to be sold in the Government’s 
A$5 billion privatisation programme. 

Interest from British companies in 
the sell-off has prompted analysts in 
Australia to more than double their 
initial estimates of how much the sale 
is likely to raise. Brisbane and Mel¬ 
bourne are now expected to carry price 
tags of up to A$1.4 billion (about £700 
million) each with Perth expected to 


raise up to A$450 million. Ail airports 
are being sold separately, with die 
winner of either Brisbane or Mel¬ 
bourne limited to owning only 15 per 
cent of the other. 

John Fahey, the Finance Minister, 
said six of the original nine groups had 
made it through to the final stage after 
being judged against a range of crite¬ 
ria, including their development plans 
for the airport and their contribution to 
regional development. The bidders 


now have the option of revising their 
original bids for the airports — which 
are being offered as 50-year leases with 
the option of a further 49 years — by 
mid-April. The Government will an¬ 
nounce the winners in June. 

Australia’s remaining airports are 
set to be sold off in batches over the 
next year, although Sydney airport is 
unlikely to come up for sale until next 
century because of an ongoing political 
row over aircraft noise. 


BUSINESS NEWS 31 


Women stay 
jobless for 
shorter time 
than men 

By Phi up Bassett, industrial editor 


WOMEN are unemployed for 
a shorter time than men, new 
Government figures show to¬ 
day. It may explain why 
unemployment among 
women is so much lower than 
for men. 

Currently, the seasonally- 
adjusted unemployment rate 
for women is 35 per cent, with 
430.000 out of work, while for 
men it is 8JJ per cent, or almost 
1.4 million. 

During the recession of the 
early 1990s. the female unem¬ 
ployment rate rose less sharp¬ 
ly than for men, and women's 
unemployment is now back 
below its 1990 figure, while 
male unemployment — 
though falling — is still well 
above its 1990 level. 

An analysis published by 
the Government suggests that 
one of the main reasons why 
female unemployment is low¬ 
er than that for men is that 
females remain unemployed 
for shorter periods. 

Using internationally ac¬ 
cepted data from the Labour 
Force Survey, the Office for 
National Statistics says that 34 
per cent of all unemployed 
women have been out of work 
and looking for a job for less 
titan three months, compared 
with 22 per cent of men. At the 
same time, 45 per cent of all 
unemployed men have been 
out of work and looking for a 
job for more than a year, 
compared with only 28 per 
cent of unemployed women. 

The figures may reflect em¬ 
ployer preferences for hiring 
women, often ax lower pay 
rates than men, and that 
many of die jobs on offer — 
often part-time and temporary 
— are frequently favoured by 
women. 

The study of women’s job 
and unemployment patterns, 
published in the latest Labour 
Market Trends . shows that 
compared with ten years ago 
there are now 13 million more 
women in work, with 700.000 


of the increase in part-time 
jobs. Women are now in the 
majority in a range of indus¬ 
tries, including health, educa¬ 
tion, hotels and restaurants, 
retailing and clothing manu¬ 
facture. 

□ Companies are not Invest¬ 
ing in training because of its 
cost, time and the view that it 
is a waste, according to a 
survey of personnel manag¬ 
ers. in a study of more than 
200 organisations, the Insti¬ 
tute of Personnel and Develop¬ 
ment says that 56 per cent of 
those surveyed do not see 
training as a priority, with a 
third feeling that trained 
people will leave, while almost 
half believe it is easier to 
recruit employees who already 
have the necessary skills rath¬ 
er than train them themselves. 

Workers at 
Peugeot vote 
for action 

EMPLOYEES at Peugeot, 
the car manufacturer, have 
voted heavily in favour of 
industrial action, includ¬ 
ing a strike, in a dispute 
over pay and conditions. 

Members of the Trans- 
pot and General Workers' 
Union and Amalgamated 
Engineering (TGWU) and 
Electrical Union at the 
French-owned company 
backed a strike by 1.721 votes 
to 363 and action short of a 
strike by 1348 to 243. 

The unions said Peugot 
wanted unilaterally to 
bring in longer shifts, ear¬ 
lier starts and later finish¬ 
ing times. 

The TGWU said the 
industrial relations di- 
mate had also been soured 
by Peugeot’s refusal to talk 
seriously about pay. 
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\Y ifertical-market know-howis what makes 
M Siemens Nixdorf so successful as a solu- 
W Ions partner. Banking, industry, retailing or 
the public sector - We understand the 

" special needs ofyour business. And we 

' can show you how bestto use modern 
“formation technology to measure bush 
ness efficiency. 
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A nose for trends 


With our (Tsolutions, you couldn't be better 
equipped for the future. We're at the forefront 
when it comes to Internet or Intranet, modu- 
lariy designed software architectures, network 
and biometric security concepts. All of our 
server platforms are infinitely scaleable, and 
thus freely extendible. We can open up brand 
new business perspectives for you, like self- 
service systems or electronic commerce. 



An earfor customers 


We listen carefully to your needs. Your system avail- s 

ability requirements, for example, or whether it might ® 

be more cost-effective to use outsourcing to evolve § 

all or part of your IT organisation. And we focus not j 

on technology but on what it can do for you -That's g 

what User Centred Computing is all about § 

For further information contact Siemens Nixdorf | 

Information Systems Ltd. Siemens House, Oldbury, s 

Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 8FZ. ■= 



Siemens Nixdorf: User Centred Computing 






























32 ACCOUNTANCY 


Peter Langard on proposed changes to audit exemption regulations 

Charities need special treatment 


O n January 7. the De¬ 
partment of Trade and 
industry published 
proposals to raise the audit 
threshold for small companies. 
The stated aim of the Govern¬ 
ment was to help small firms 
by reducing accounting bur¬ 
dens — in this case die statut¬ 
ory requirement for any form 
of external scrutiny for com¬ 
panies with turnover up to 
£350.000. 

The Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA) 
has serious misgivings about 
the proposals, which it has 
expressed in a formal response 
to the DTI. It is also worried 
about the impact of any dereg¬ 
ulation on charities. 

Apart from a few sectors, 
such as financial services and 
banking, the Companies Act 
1985 makes no distinction be¬ 
tween different activities un¬ 
dertaken by companies. 
Charitable companies are not 
Listed by the Act as ineligible 
for small companies exemp¬ 
tions and must, therefore, be 
covered by specific provisions 
in subsequent regulations. 

There are no such provi¬ 
sions in the proposed amend¬ 
ments to the audit exemption 
regulations, which means that 
charitable companies with 
gross income up to E350.000 
will not have to submit their 
accounts to any form of exter¬ 
nal review. 

I understand that the DTI is 


unwilling to make any special 
provision for charities in the 
framework of company law. I 
can see no justification for this 
position apart from adminis¬ 
trative convenience. It is illogi¬ 
cal for legislation to distin¬ 
guish between different types 
of commercial undertaking but 
not to recognise any difference 
between profit-orientated busi¬ 
nesses and non-profit organ¬ 
isations that rely on grants and 
donations. 

As a practitioner, I see a very 
big difference between the 
charities that I serve as auditor 
or trustee and the trading 
concerns that form the bulk of 
my client base. If co m mercial 
companies fall victim to fraud 
or mismanagement, the losers 
tend to be the proprietors or 
similar commercial 

organisations. 

If charities are mismanaged, 
or their funds fraudulently 
diverted, the losers are the 
donors and the charities' bene¬ 
ficiaries. The public trust can 
also be damaged. 

Charities should be given 
special consideration as pub¬ 
lic interest entities for a num¬ 
ber of reasons. They receive 
donations from members of 
the public, money given on 
trust in the belief that it will be 
spent on a worthy cause. 
Charities are also given 
grants and loans from public 
hinds. They benefit indirectly 
from the public purse in that 


they are granted favourable 
tax treatment The public inter¬ 
est alone requires charities to 
be properly accountable for the 
money entrusted to them, irre¬ 
spective of their constitution. 

ACCA is concerned that the 
basic principle that all chari¬ 
ties should be treated the same 
has been overlooked. If the 
audit exemption proposals are 
incorporated into regulations 
in their current form, there 
will be an imbalance between 
the legal requirements for 
charitable companies and 
charities that are not subject to 
specific legislation other than 
the Charities Act 1993. Chari¬ 
table companies with income 
up to £350.000 will be totally 
exempt from audit, while oth¬ 
er charities are still subject to 
independent examination of 
their accounts if their income 
is between E10.000 and 
£250,000, and to full audit if 
their income exceeds that up¬ 
per limit 

I believe that some form of 
independent check is 
needed because charities 
may be more vulnerable to 
fraud, error or simply mis¬ 
management than entities in 
many other sectors. In the first 
place, it is normal for charities 
to receive income that is 
unpredictable in terms of tim¬ 
ing and amount and that is 
often in the form of cash. 
Smaller charities also tend to 


be run by part-time, volunteer 
staff whom it may be harder Id 
control than paid employees. 

There is now. a serious risk 
that charity promoters who 
wish to avoid external scrutiny 
of their affairs will opt for 
incorporation under the Com¬ 
panies Act More than 13,000 
registered charities are al¬ 
ready incorporated under the 
Companies Act of which only 
3,000 have income above the 
proposed audit threshold of 
E35O.0OO and which would, 
therefore, be subject to audit 
under the new proposals. 

About 115 new charitable 
companies are being added to 
the register each month. All 
charities have to file accounts 
with the Charities Commis¬ 
sion if their gross income or 
total expenditure exceeds 
£10,000 a year, but the com¬ 
mission does not have the 
authority or the resources to 
go behind the reported figures 
in the majority of cases. 

ACCA is deeply concerned 
that the drive for deregulation 
of small businesses has ob¬ 
scured important consider¬ 
ations. One of these is the need 
to recognise charities as a 
special category in companies 
legislation. ACCA urges the 
Government to address this 
point now. 

The author is president of the 
Association of Chartered Cer¬ 
tified A ccoun tarns 
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A big error of « 
judgment 
that is still 
unresolved ; 


Peter Langard is worried about the impact of deregulation 



BAT INDUSTRIES 

Dividend up 8% 


Preliminary results for the year 
to 31 December 1996 


PRE-TAX PROFIT 
EARNINGS PER SHARE 
BASE DIVIDENDS PER SHARE 
Additional FID payment 


£2,495m 
48.6p 

26.0p 

3.5p 


+5% 

+ 2 % 

+ 8 % 


After last year’s 26 per cent increase in pre-tax profit, progress has been more 
measured in 1996. Pre-tax profit rose by 5 per cent, after an exceptionally high 
charge of £160 million in respect of US environmental claims reserving at Eagle Star. 
The underlying profit from continuing operations increased by 7 per cent. 

Tobacco made further progress, building on 1995’s outstanding results, with profit up 
7 per cent in local currency at £1,634 million. 

Financial services trading profit was £1,181 million, excluding the US environmental 
run-off claims, with excellent performances from Farmers and Allied Dunbar. 

^Looking forward, both our businesses have an excellent future Our twin goals are 
to improve - the long term growth prospects of our businesses and to increase 
shareholder value We continue to evaluate business opportunities and issues of 
corporate structure that will enable us to meet them. ,, 

Lord Cairns, Chairman 


PERSONAL tragedies are 
always sad, even when they 
are instructive. And the 
worst part is always that, 
with the benefit of hindsight, 
everyone can see how they 
could have been avoided. 

At a disciplinary bearing 
this week at the Association 
of Chartered Certified Ao 
countants (ACCA), the details 
of the Jim Waits saga were 
examined and at every point 
the same question was hang¬ 
ing in the air “Why do 
people make such disastrous 
errors of judgment?". 

The Waits affair goes back 
to last October when a fateful 
extraordinary meeting of the 
ACCA was held in the same 
room that this week saw the 
resulting disciplinary hear¬ 
ing. The matters at issue then 
were those raised in the long 
battle waged for many years 
by Prem Sikka in his efforts 
to reform the ACCA along 
what he sees as more demo¬ 
cratic lines. 

In particular, the motions 
at the meeting called for the 
ACCA's office-bearers to be 
elected by the whole mem¬ 
bership rather than simply 
by the council, and for annu¬ 
al meetings to be held on 
Saturdays ro enable more 
members to attend. 

There was also a motion 
that “In view of her poor per¬ 
formance. the ACCA chief ex¬ 
ecutive’s salary be halved." 

In other words, as often hap¬ 
pens in squabbles or these 
kinds, the 
broader re- 
formist is- 

sues spilt JBEgm 
over into 

personal at- J|l|| ^5 
tacks. The iraHL 

meeting was 

behaved. 

There were 
some insults 

traded and 'fi&V- n 

there was 
some heck- 
ling. But p 

both sides 
put their — 

points of P/ITJCDT 

view. In any IVl/BcK 1 

■** Bruce 

one knew ^ 

the result 

was a foregone conclusion. 

Only a small proportion of 
the membership voted, 
and. on the main resolu¬ 
tion. Professor Sikka was 
defeated by 6.S40 to 1.989. 

A storm in a teacup you 
might think — one of those 
very British disputes that 
derive from a combination 
of a desire to let people 
have rheir say and dogged 
persistence in the face of 
overwhelming odds. 

The tragedy did not start 
to unfold until the very last 
speech of the meeting. At 
that point everything was 
going more or less to form. 
Professor Sikka and his 
supporters had got across 
their point, but the strength 
of opposition against them 
was overwhelming. Then 
Mr Waits, the ACCA vice- 
president, got up to give the 
closing speech- Wearing his 
vice-presidential insignia 
around his neck, as the dis¬ 
ciplinary hearing this week 
made much of, he was to 
turn the whole meeting 
upside down. 

Mr Waits is a mild char¬ 
acter. He had been chief 
executive of Worcester and 
District Health Authority, 
but had taken early retire¬ 
ment to devote the next 
three years to his work as 
an office-bearer of the 
ACCA. A pleasant and chal¬ 
lenging vista of public ser¬ 


vice and status stretched 
ahead. Then he started 
speaking and jaws started 
to drop around the rooni 
He accused Professor- 
Sikka of being anti-Semitic \ 
Id asking for annual meet-' 
ings to be held on Satur¬ 
days. He suggested drat 
Professor Sikka's occasion¬ 
al use of university static- ; 
nery when firing off a mis- 
sive amounted to “academ¬ 
ic sleaze". And then in what ; 
amounted to a misplaced 
sense of his own humour 
Mr Warts concluded by 
saying that Professor Sikka 
should go off and form a 
new accountancy body. It 
should be called the World 
Association of Non-Char- 
tered Certified Accountants 
said Mr Waits, lingering on 
the tasteless acronym. 

As the disciplinary hear¬ 
ing heard, “confusion - fol¬ 
lowed". The votes were 
taken and half an hoar 
later, after many worried 
conversations, Mr* Waits 
told the meeting dial he 
hadn't intended giving any 
offence and apologised if 
any had been taken. The 
next weekend, council 
members approached Mr 
Waits and he tendered his 
resignation as viee-presi-' 
dent and council member. 
On November 4 he re¬ 
signed. On November 7 
Professor Sikka issued an 
official complaint, as did 
other memters. On Janu- - 
ary 15 tbe- 
investiga- 
IfegHj, tions com- 

mittee de- 
cided that 
there was a i 
KB case to an- 

j, Je swerandre- 

flgf ferred - the 

■w matter to the 

disciplinary * 
committee. 

In themean- 
time, Mr 

W_ _ Waits had 

misjudged 
the mood 

_ again. In- 

stead of 
* holding up 

JCE his hands 

and going 
quietly, he 
started making complaints 
about procedure. Residual * 
sorrow at his downfall 
within the ACCA turned to. 
indignation. 

By the time the discipline 
ary committee declared the 
point to be proved this 
week, the case’s costs had 
risen to just over £3,000, 
And on the ground that Mr* 
Waits’s procedural wran- 
glings had caused most of 
them, he will have to 4bor 
the bill. In view of his 
previous “exemplary work" 
he was simply admonished. - 
for unprofessional behar- u 
lour. Either an appeal ora ?•' 
resignation from the full 
ACCA will follow. 

The question of how Mr 
Waits made such an enor¬ 
mous error of judgment is 
still unresolved For the 
accountancy profession, the 
good to have come from it. 
is that the disciplinary sys-' 
rem, which a number of 
years ago would have 
glossed over the affair, has 
brought justice in a public 
and transparent form. 

The downside is that it 
shows that some accoun¬ 
tants have still not grappled 
with the responsibilities 
they have to their fellow 
members and as Professor 
Sikka has persistently and 
annoyingly lectured them, 
to the world beyond their 
own profession. 



Full financial statements for the yea 1 ended 31/22/96 wfl be delivered to the Registrar of Companies and carry an unqualified audit report. 
The 19% Annual Report is bars posted to shareholders at the end of March. Copies of the prekronary announcement may be obtained from the 
Company Secretary, BAT Industries p.f.c., Windsor House. 50 Victoria Street London SW1H ONL. 


Bottom one-liner 
at ICAS dinner 

ROBERT SMITH, president 
of Scots FCA and famed for 
vanquishing Nicola Horlick 
at Morgan Grenfell, brought 
the ICAS president's dinner 
to hrs home town of Glasgow 
for the first rime last week 
And sirring wirh him in the 
place of honour was John 
Barclay, to whom Smith had 
ocen apprenticed back in the 
1960s.“Behind every appren- 
fice who passes hrs exams”, 
said Smith, "stands an aston¬ 
ished partner." Barclay came 
in handy larer in rhe e'venine 
during a noisy discussion 
about property’ revaluations, 
ine chairman of the 
Accounting Standards 
“:“ rd - David Tweedie. 
w as , ke d for a ruling. "| can 

sSrf T he !L- yOUr credil 

sa,d Tweedie. "But where is 

your debirr Barclay torn 

forward. “Nearest the win- 

window” Said - " r * ar “‘ * h ' 


GOOD news from the Bristol- 
hctsed firm of Norton Partners. ^ 
The national debt is about to * 
be paid off. The firm has come u 
across an inland Revenue seif& 
assessment statement asking 
for £404.040.404J040.404.04 
from a client. “That is just the 
first instalmentit points out. 
~The second, due in Jiify, 
should take care of the nat¬ 
ional finances for the next 
millennium .“ 

The first test 

THE International Account¬ 
ing Standards Committee is in 
deep trouble. Quite apart from 
its mad scramble to harmo¬ 
nise global standards, if has 
run short of tickets. The next 
board meeting is in Johannes- ■ 
burg and finishes just as the 
crucial one-day cricket inter¬ 
national between South Africa 
and Australia is due to start. — ■ 
Desperate efforts to find SO 
tickets for an already sold-out 
game are undei way. 

Robert Bruce 
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Equities claw back early losses 
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TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIALS 
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THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 6 1907 

■ FILM! 





Tom Cruise 
is all heart 
as a scarcely 
credible sports 
agent in 
Jerry Maguire 



■ FILM 2 

Pretensions and 
astany cast — 
but a routine 
thriller format 
constrains the new 
BloodS Wine 


ARTS 




■ FILM 3 

Irma Vep is 
a bright and 
breezy film about 
film-making, made 
in four weeks by 
Olivier Assayas 



■ FILM 4 

... but Swann is 
a glum Canadian 
tale, fitfully 
lifted by Miranda 
Richardson and 
Brenda Flicker 


Would you buy sincerity from him? 

iTxrnw, ~ _ V %/ 


CINEMA: Geoff Brown sees Tom Cruise widen 
his range and go for an Oscar in Jerry Maguire 


T ran Cruise is such a 
•master of the cocky 
grin, the slick patter 
and strutting walk 

that it comes as a shock to find 

that h is new Sim, Jerry Ma¬ 
guire, invites us to examine 
his conscience. There he 
stands in the opening minutes, 
a successful sports PR agent 
with a powerful Los Angeles 
company, full of yuppie clones 
braying down phones, won¬ 
dering if he has not become 
"another shark in a suit”. To 
help to fester a people-friendly 
environment Cruise proposes 
that the agency should reduce 
its dient roster and care much 
more about those that remain. 
The sharks fire him. 

Since this is naovieland and 
not the real world, the effect is 
devastating. The man has to 
start from zero. Out of all his 
clients, only one, a truculent 
baseball player played in 
scene-stealing fashion by 
Cuba Gooding Jr, stays with 
him. He loses his fiancee. But 
all is not lost he's still Tom 
Cruise, and the camera adores 
him. So, eventually, does Re¬ 
nte Zellweger, a pleasing new¬ 
comer to mainstream movies, 
cast as the agency accountant 
and single mother who braves 
the freelance world with 
Cruise and helps to reorientate 
his soul. 

This is a long film, and not 
every minute is spent wisely. 
But. as in his last film. Singles. 
the writer and director Camer¬ 
on Crowe knows enough 
about human behaviour to fill 
the broad sweep erf his plot 
with telling moments. 
Gooding’s . bumptious and 
brazen Rod Tidwell exempli¬ 
fies the worst aspects erf the 
modem sports personality; 
but Crowe also shows him as a 
man with a vibrant family life, 
who can teach Cruise a lesson 
in commitment. Jonathan 
Lipnicki, as Zellweger’s son. a 
six-year-old sprat with loom¬ 
ing glasses and a beaming, 
smile who just about avoids ■ 


being too cute, also plays a 
part in Maguire's education. 

In its sweetness and naivety, 
Jerry Maguire echoes the Hol¬ 
lywood fables that used to be 
the preserve of Frank Capra. 
Capra’s persistent star was 
James Stewart an icon of 
homely virtues and idealistic 
impulses. Cruise is scarcely 
his modem equivalent; and 
you can never shake off the 
feeling drat no matter what 
hoops Crowe’s script makes 
him jump through, he wfll 
always remain a smooth oper¬ 
ator. By his own standards 
Cruise gives a good perfor¬ 
mance, with a wider range of 
emotions and expressions 
than usual, although, judged 
in the cold light of day, it 
hardly warrants an Oscar 
nomination for Best Actor. 

“Things are going to turn 
around," Jack Nicholson tells 
his boozy wife Judy Daws in 
Blood & Wine after her credit 
card has been cancelled again. 
Experience tells us to doubt 
him: are those demonic eyes. 


Jerry Maguire 
Empire, 15,138 mins 
Tom Cruise gets 
a conscience 

Blood & Wine 

Odeon Haymarket 
15,103 mins 
Seedy doings with 
Jade Nicholson 

Irma Vep 

ICA Cinema, 96 mins 
Playful and poetic 
French delight 

Swann 

ABC Shaftesbury 
Avenue, 15. 95 mins 
Glum drama 
from Canada 

Nonmallife 

National Him Theatre. 

J8. lOZmins 
Gruelling trek along 
life’s^downward path 


that frazzled face, that weary 
voice the attributes of success? 
A wine merchant in Miami, he 
enlists Michael Caines wheez¬ 
ing safecracker to liberate a 
diamond necklace from a 
wealthy client's safe. Then his 
wife runs off. unwittingly tak¬ 
ing the necklace; their discov¬ 
ery by his stepson (Stephen 
Dorfl) prompts one accidental 
death and numerous mashed 
limbs. 

But why 1 am telling you all 
this? The director. Bob 
Rafdson. certainly pays the 
story little attention. What 
matters to him is the texture of 
scenes and the light they shine 
chi tortured relationships. 
Nicholson feeling a corpse for 
his booty, or tossing a cafeteria 
tray to the floor: these are die 
moments that count. Caine 
provides his share too. as the 
English expatriate who can 
still pack a punch while dying 
of emphysema. 

But, for all the tension 
Rafeison works into isolated 
scenes, he is scarcely justified 
in regarding Blood 8 Wine as 
a partner to Five Easy Pieces 
and The King of Marvin 
Gardens in a trilogy about 
dysfunctional families. Those 
adventurous films of the early 
1970s were made, both with 
Nicholson, when mainstream 
American cinema took risks. 
This is a film of die timid late 
1990s, its pretensions reined in 
by the kind of plot you expect 
in a TV thriller. 

There is a further difference. 
Back then. Nicholson was a 
fresh, explosive talent. Now he 
springs fewer surprises: we 
have seen that pained brow 
and those leering eyes too 
often before. Blood & Wine 
passes muster, but it can 
hardly be called a potent brew. 

That description belongs in¬ 
stead to Irma Vep. a free¬ 
wheeling low-budget film 
from a French director. Olivier 
Assayas. new to Britain. Like 
many of his predecessors, he 
served as critic for Cahiers du 
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Tom Cruise in Jerry Maguire, a film which, in its sweetness and naivety, echoes the Hollywood fables that used to be the preserve of Frank Capra 


Cinema, and cinema buffs 
form an obvious audience for 
this playful and poetic tale 
about a Hong Kong star 
bemused by her role as die cat¬ 
like criminal Irma Vep in a 
remake of the silent French 
serial. Les Vampires. 

For the central role, Assayas 
secured the genuine Hong 
Kong artide, Maggie Cheung. 
Much of the film’s charm 
comes from her innocent re¬ 
sponse to the hurly-burly cre¬ 
ated by the remake's bumt-out 
director (Jean-Paul Lfcaud) and 
its lesbian costumier. Written 
in ten days, shot in four weeks, 
Irma Vep has a wonderful, 
breezy spirit, and resonates 
long after more well-tailored 
films have faded. 

Films, for instance, like 


Swann, directed by Anna Ben¬ 
son Gyles, a doleful Canadian- 
British co-production that 
trudges through an unprofit¬ 
able tale about an Ontario 
librarian and a Chicago writer 
drawn together by die legacy 
of a local poet murdered by 
her husband. 


B renda Flicker and 
Miranda Richardson 
make what hay they 
can with their char¬ 
acters, contrastingly dressed 
in dowdy dresses and chic 
black leather. But it is hard to 
care about their little spats, or 
the weak satire of academia, 
or the mystery surrounding 
the title character, Mary 
Swann, described as “a new 
Emily Dickinson". I think PH 
stick with the old one. 

Normal life gives an audi¬ 
ence a rough ride for a 
different reason. John Me- 
Naughton’s film remorseless¬ 
ly follows the downward path 
of a rookie policeman (Luke 
Perry) and an unstable wife 
who loves astronomy and 
craves excitement “Black 
holes are intense." Ashley 
Judd cries in an unnerving 
performance. So is the film, 
which pushes us into our own 
black hole with two characters 
spiralling our of control. Strik¬ 
ing. but not very edifying. 

Finally, a brief ward about 
the Australian Film Festival, 
which runs for one week at the 
Barbican. Rarities to look for 
indude Love Serenade, the 
quirky tale of two sisters vying 
for a washed-up DJ; the 
cinematic jigsaw What I Have 
Written; and Rolf de Heert 
The Quiet Room, a moving 
examination of a collapsing 
marriage. 
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SMIS TOMORROW AT CINEMAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 


FOR HAJ. PROGRAMME 
UEtAllS. NATIOKWU* 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


Every week, young film fans 
discuss the latest releases... 

U JERRY MAGUIRE 
Peter Dominic 19: Sport 
films are a risky business, but 
this is far and away foe top 
gun. 

Damian Samuels, 19: A very 
funny triumph. 

Tim Thornton, 21: The script 
is wonderful and Tom Cruise 
is predictably first-rate. 
Robert Peter Hunter, 20: A 
wonderful script and some 
outstanding penormances. 

D BLOOD & WINE 
Peter. A good cast in an 
unstylish crime story. 
Damian: Michael Caine 
proves he is one of the all-time 
screen icons. 

Tim: Caine was the only thing 
that kept me awake. 

Robert: A dark, moody film 
that doesn’t quite fulfil all that 
it promises. 

□ NORMAL LIFE 
Peter After a dull beginning, 
it gets better and better. 
Damian: A brilliant portrayal 
of smalltown America, but 
better suited ra TV. 

Tint: A supremely sexy perfor¬ 
mance from Ashley Judd. 
Robert: Bleak look at Ameri¬ 
can life, where dreams end in 
nightmares. 


rniWM KH MSDQSAM) JUDITH GOME PROCHEFOH 

Ridicule 


“Verbal fireworks and 
SUMPTUOUS COSTUMES 
make a FEASTfor the senses” 

Stmtb; telegraph 

“(^REATHTAKINGLY 
daring, lavish to look 
at, finely acted and 
BRILLIANTLY DIRECTED” .» 



Scottish Herald 
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.IMPRESSIVE 
AND GRIPPING,.:' 

AS POWER! ! I. 

\Y\ HMOICOCK 
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"...si HONG. INTENSE 
V\T)C0.\V|\( JNG” 

"...THE MOST DRAMATIC 
PIECE 0! : CINEMA 
IN A DECADE" 
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THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 61997 



■ CHOICE 1 

Maureen Lipman 
offers a wry look 
at life in her new 
Live & Kidding 

VENUE: Opens tonight 
at the Duchess Theatre 



■ CHOICE 2 

Athol Fugard’s 
The Road to 
Mecca is staged 
in Manchester 

VENUE: Now in preview 
at the Royal Exchange 


THE: 


TIMES 


ARTS 



NEW VIDEOS 


Stealing Beauty, 
Bertolucci’s 
charming fable 
of blossoming 
sexuality, comes 
to the small screen 



■ NEW CDSp . 

Name that tns^T* 1 
Thememusicibr^ 
Dr Finlay 
and other TV 
radio classics ^ 
collected on disc£ 


.i\V 


-!l ?'aS - 


LONDON 

BADINAGE Paul Carroll directs die 
period ensemble m a programme o> 
Baroque concerns, n cf ud to q music by 
Vivekt, B-sn and Hendd 
Purcefl Room. South Bank. SEJ 
(0171-960 4242) Tonight, 730pm 

UVE&KUKHNG Maureen l*man 

presents hereof! tor a five- week season 
of musKOtagy. tasmsotogy and many 
another Otogy 

Duchess Catherine Street. WC2 
(0171-494 5075) Opens lartght. 7pm 
Then Mon-Sat. 8pm; mat Sal?3pm 
Until Aprils 

MARHABAL Cairo Opera Baflet 

makes its British debut (tomtit jid 
tomorrow. 8pm) n a celebration ot 
Egypt's ndi and diverse oinhernporary 
culture Marfciba' includes a 
programm:- o< modem and uadioorwf 
works performed by a Qurnsr from ihe 
Arabic Musk Ensemble (Sat and Sun. 
8pm). and screenings ol Egyptian Hms. 
Irom 1986-1995. try promnent .irect cm 

(March 10-121 

RhmMe Studio* CikspRoad. 
Hamnwrsmm.VW 10181-741 2255). 

ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM The Belgian Nadonal 
Orchestra begrc its lour. criminating m 
a veil la Ihe North Wales Thnano. 
Llandudrio on March 17 Today's 
prjcysmme (repeated lorrunan) 
includes Eteri o^s Cor wire Owfun*. 


TODAY S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Gillian Maxay 


Mendtfswhn s Vnfcn Concerto and a 
Wagma adepUtion dated The Rtog. An 
Orchestral Adusxaure. 

Symphony Hal. Bread Street (0121- 
212 3333). Tonight 8pm Ned m 
Sheffield. Ctfy Hat (0114-273 5295). 
tomorrow; Halite, Viduna (01422 
351158), Safcjrday 

BRISTOL AND CAMBRIDGE 

Catherine Bon . the EW ay CaSiecSwe and 
Sequenua a-e among the ariisis takng 
part m the thid Medieval Music 
Festival (loday-San. running 
simultanrausiy m Jesus Cotege Chapel, 
Cambridge, and Si George's, Brendcn 
HOI. Bristol (today-Sun) 

Uadtoval Music Festival takers and 
Wocmatwcr '^antxidge (01223 357851) 
Bristol (Dll 7-923 03S9J 
I rmc Andy Or La Tour's look al 
political pratenstarts. Landslide. rs set 
afler a Labour victory when a new MP 
and her defeated rival meet at hrs 
country home Wth Jenna flusseS, 
Deborah Norlcrt. Chnstopher 
Raveh'-oroH Gvrervta Hughes dvoctj a 
cs>produaKn vwh Bsmsigharn Rep. 
Courtyard. West Yorkshire Playhouse. 


Gunny HM (0113-244 2111). Prcweaa 
begin tonight, 745pm Opens March 11. 
7.45pm Then Man-SaL 7.45pm. mats 
Wad (Mach 19. Aprf 2). 2pm, Sal 
(Mach 15). 3pm Until Aprf 5. 
MANCHESTER- Arm totche*. Helen 
ScMesnger and WOlam Ru&sel play 
uosf. friend and paste* n The Road to 
Mecca; dhedad by Gregory Hersov 
Alhol Fugard's ptay was hspsed by the 
true story ot Helen Mansis whoso house, 
transformed by scufciue and stared 
glass, is now one ol South Africa's 
sir angesi national monuments 
Royal Exchange. Upper Carpfield 
Market (0161-8339833). Previews bagin 
(oraghL 730pm. Opens March 11. 

IONDQN GAl I FRIES 

Cmtogai Contemporary Sarah 
Buttohefd (0171-581 5451)... Central 
SaM Martins Callage of Art and 
Design- Direction '97 — The College 
Exftbrtmn (0171-514 7000)... Coram 
EncHa3E Mght Recent work by Jim 
PavfcSs (0171-404 2040) ■. . Curvren 
Ange/sof Georges Braque (0171-636 
1459). Goethe-instMut Lows 
Corinth and His Times (D171 -4113400) 
Kapil Jartmda Alfred Watts Panter 
1865-1942(0171-4372172) .. 

National Theatre: Snowdon on Stage 
(0171-9282252) . Portland Nina 

Murttoch (0171-321 0422) 

Serpentine Ricrurd Deacon (Gaiety 
Lawn) (0171-40260751 .VBA: The 
Cutting Edqe.' Fifty Years ot British 
Fasriui (0171-9388349/8441) 


□ FASCINATING AIDA Bnot transfer 
lor DM threesome, sngng ol showbe. 
impwxtj* men and middle age 
TTwIaon pedormanoes only. 

Apollo. Shafiesdury Avenue. W1 
(0171494 50731 Mon-Sal. 8pm; ma> 
SaL 3pm Ltnid Man* 15 

■ GUYS AND DOLLS Re hard Evre 
iev«K hts Umour production of the 
Frank Lues^jrnucical imekta 
Staunton recreates her role ot Mcs 
Adelaide With Harr/ Goodman, Clarke 
Peters and Joanna Ffcftng 
National (Ow»erl. South Bank. SEI 
(0171-928 2252) Mon-SaL 7.15pm 
mats Tue. Wed. Tburs. 2pm. Sal. 2pm 

□ LUV Revival or Murray SJnsgaT s 
kmg-nsirwyj 1960s lomamtawredy 
kne uaubfes. fcte-e-awful troubles but a 
happy ending Net Marcus directs 
Jerrnyn Street 16b Jerm/n Str«u 
SW110171-287 2875) Mcm-SaL ftjm. 
mas Thurc, Sal. 4pm Until March 15 

a ROMANCE, ROMANCE Musk* 
double-oaf by Barry Harman and Keith 
Hermann, dnwod irom a Schroder nm 
■jt love m old Vferna coupled with a 
mo Jem verson set an Lang Island 
Diected by Steven Oerter Tmrtster Irom 
a sefioul run at the Bndewell 
Gielgud, Shattesbuy Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5085) Mon-Sa. apm. mats 
Thurs and SaL 3pm. 

B THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES- Peter 
Bowtes both rouctwiq and comic as 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston’s assessment 
of theatre showing In L/widon 
■ House full, returns only 
Q Soma seats available 
□ Seats at ad prices 


Motae s deluded neto Enc Sykes 
ancedern as tvs llichri-ftngered servant. 
Peter Hail iftects 

Piocedny. Damn Street. Wt (0171- 
369 1734) Mon-Sal. 8pm: mats Wed, 
Jpm. and3aL5pm. 

D THE SEAL WIFE- Attic Theatre Co 
celebrates *s tenth year mnth Sue 
Glover's hauntmg play, pail kil--tale. 
pari contemporary krat si ary Deeded 
by .tenny Lee. designed by Alison 
Dartre, the (earn who helped to make 
Glover's Bondagere so memorable 
WfcuUutlun Stutfio. 103 Broadway. 
SW19 (0181 540 0362) Mon-Sat, 

7 30pm. mal Sal. 4pm UnN March 15. 

■ THE SLOW DRAG- Mm Crtsnefl 
and Nth Sade in Carson hroatsar's jazz 
playloacely based on Sva strange He ol 
trumpeter Bitty Rpron. a woman who 
masqmaded as a man re Ihe 1930s re 
order to aavwe re the bands. Penod 
muse horn a |azz quartet 
rra edo m . 50 Wardour Street W1 


(0171-734 0122) Tue-Thure. 7pm; Frt 
and Sat. 7pm. 9.30pm UnN March 15 

■ A STREETCAR NAMB) DESIRE 

Jessica Lange. Toby Stephens. Imogen 
Stubbs re adrot producuon by Peter 
Hal. Try to forget thoRm 
ThraAre Royal. Haymarkot. SW1 
(0171-9308800) Mon-SaL 7 45pm: 
mats Thus and Set 3pm 

■ SWAGGERS Revival of last year's 
award-winning frank, firrey ar»i real 
picture of Loridcre's uncWrworid by Mike 
Mahoney Set above e shop dedmgre 
fate designer clothes 

BAG, Lavender HB. Battersea. SW11 
(0171-2232223) Tue-Saf. 7 30pm: Sui. 
5 30pm. Untl March 9 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Buddy: Strand 10171-930 8800) 
BCata New London (0171-405 0072) 
B Grease Cambridge (0171-494 
5080). .BJoteon VicwnaPalace 
(0171-834 1317).. □ Martin Guerre: 
Phrase Edward (0171-447540(9. 

□ The Mousetrap: St Main's <0171- 

836 1443). . □ OOverf- Pailactum 
(0171-494 5020) . BTliePhantom 
ol the Opera: Her Majesty's (0171 -194 
5400). .□StarlightExpress:ApoOo 
Victoria (0171-4166(B4) . B Sunset 

Boulevard- Adeiphr (0171-344 0055} 

B Hie Women In Btacfc Farttree 
(0171-8382238) 

Tidrel (formation supplied by Society 
ol London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 


4 BOUND M 8i Thntter abciui («o cuRry 
lesbians and a pits of Mob money 

ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
638 614ei Ctapham Picture House 
(01 f I ^198 3323) Odeone: Kensington 
(0181-315 4214) Hezankn (0181315 
4215) FWtzy (0171 737 2121) Virgins: 
Chebee |0171-352 5096) Haymerket 
(Q17t«9 1 S 2 n 

♦ THE CRUCIBLE H2) Waqhty 
vereian ol Arthur Mffler s play about 171h- 
■oentury wtlchcratl. with Wrana Ryder. 
Daraci Day-Lew. and Paul Scofield 
Bartitam S (017) 438 B8911 Odnons: 
Kensington (0101-3154214) Leicaster 
Square (0181-315 4215) Marble Arch 
(0181-31542161 Swiss Cottage 10181- 
315 4220) Ritzy (0171-737 2121) UCI 
WhitotoysS (0990 888990) Virgin 
Chelsea (0171-3S2 5096) 

♦ MARS ATTACKS! (121 Tim 
Burton's aDy and star-studded spool c4 
the alien revaaon mowe 

Ctaphem Ptebae House (0171-49B 
33231 Netting Hffl Coranei Q (0171 
727 6705} Odeone: Marble Arch 
(0181-315 4216) Swiss Cottage (0181 
315 4220) Ritzy (0171-737 21211 
ScraerVGraen (0171 226 3520HJCI 
WMMaye Q (0990 B8B390) Virgkis; 
Futhem Rood (0171-370 2636] 
Trocadero 10)0171 -434 0031) Wa 
West End (0171-4374343) 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brawn’s assessment of 
films (n London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol ♦ ) 
on release across the cormtry 


♦ THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY 112). 
Jano Campion s rofy elegant adapxahon 
ot Henry Janes, with Nsreie Kidman. 
Barbican 0(0171-638 8891) 

Ctephem Picture House |0171 -498 
3323) Gate ® (0171-727 4043) 
Lumiere (0171 -836 0691) Phoenix 
(0181883 2233) Ko 1017 ) 254 6677) 
Ritzy (0171-737 2121) Screen/Saher 
Street (0171-935 2772) Screen/HB! 0 
(0171 -435 3366) UCI WKMeys 0 
(0990 888990) Virgins: FiAam Road 
[0171-370 26361 Haynartet (0171-839 
1527) WameriS (0171-437 4343) 
Watermans |0181-568 1176) 

CURRENT 

FLIRT 115) Three related tates ol the 
heart's aftecnom from Hal Hartley 
Everyman lOI 71-4JS 1525) Metro 
(0171 -437 0757) Renoir (0171-837 
8402] 

HAMLET (PG): Lavish, tteral-mnded 
Shakespeare, staged wrih son re 


panache by Kerreeth Branagh With 
Derek Jacobi and Kate Winslet. 

Cancel Mayfair (0)71-3691720) 

♦ IN LOVE AM) WAR (15)' Hcmwitic 
(tana Irom Richard Atterboreogh. 
based on Brest Hemregway's wartime 
thig rath a Red Cross nuree. With 
Sandra Bulodi and Chns ODomefl 
OdaenK Kemfeigtai (0181 315 4214) 
Wane* West End (0171-437 4343) 

♦ RANSOM (15) Irsefrrattardy 
a b s qrtang kktoap drama. w<h Mel 
Gteon. Rene Ruaso and Gary Snsa 
Direckr. Ron Howant 

ABC Totten ha m Court Road (0171- 
636 6148) Odaona: Ke iw higl uii (0181- 
315*314] Marble Arch (0181315 
4216) Swiss Cottage (0181 315 4220) 
OCT WWWeys (0990 888990} Vlrgtas: 
Chelsea (0171-352 5096) Rflon 
Road (0171 -370 2636) 

♦ SHINE (12) CJddpiYxSgypiarist 
cnjrisiies under the strare UpWtreg. 
often hinny Irealmert of a true story 
irom Scott Hdcs VWh Geortey Rush 
Mamma (0171-235 4225) Odeone: 
Ken si ngton (0181-3154214) Merbie 
Arch (0181 315 4216) Mezzanine 0 
(0181-315 4215) Swiss Cottage (0181- 
315 4220) PtaatQ (0990 888990) 
Renoir (0171-837 8*02) Ritzy (0171- 
737 2121) Scteai/Bakar Sheet 
(0171-935 2772) Warner 0 (0171 -437 
4343) 


Ravishing in every sort 





■ STEALING BEAUTY 
Fox Guild . IS, 1996 
BERTOLUCCI returns to Italy after 15 
years with a very enjoyable, intimate 
film about an American teenager's 
sexual flowering during one Tong 
dreamy summer in Tuscany. Liv Tyler 
galvanises with her mixture of inno¬ 
cence and sensuality; and the Tuscan 
hills look divine. LightweighL certain¬ 
ly; flimsy, no. With Jetemy Irons and 
Sinead Cusack. A rental release. 

■ THE MONKEES 
Warner Music Vision. U, 1967 
“HEY HEY, we’re the Monkees!" And 
so they are: four clean-cut lads origi¬ 
nally brought together for a frantic 
television series about a fictitious pop 
group. They can now be found reunit¬ 
ed after 30 years, touring Britain. Most 
of the six episodes, available on two 
tapes, feature weak spoof comedy 
matched to canned laughter. The 
exception is Monfcees on Tour in 
volume one. a behind-the-scenes docu¬ 
mentary directed by Bob Rafeison. 
following the group in and around a 
concert in Phoenix. Arizona, during 
their first national tour. 

■ PHENOMENON 

Buena Vtsta. PG, 1996 
BIFFED unconscious by a fast-moving 
light in the midnight sky. John 
Travolta's small-town mechanic be¬ 
comes a genius and can ieam Portu¬ 
guese in 20 minutes. His chums grow 
wary; so does the new girl in town. 
Kyra Sedgwick. But the FBI becomes 
interested when he casually decodes 
secret messages. At first Jon 
Turtletaub’s comic fantasy lollops 



* 


Liv Tyler's beguiling mixture of innocence and sensuality captivates in Bernardo Bertolucci’s Stealing Beauty 


along happily on the star's easy charm. 
Then mawkishness piles up and it 
becomes a dtrrmined disease movie in 
disguise. Available to rent. 

■ THE SPY IN BLACK 
Carlton . V, 1939 

THE first collaboration of Michael 
Powell and Em eric Pressburgen a 
thoroughly entertaining First World 
War spy drama mostly set in the 
Orkneys, with Conrad Veidt as a naval 


captain trying to contact the local 
German agent. Veidt and the elegant 
Valerie Hobson make a splendid star 
team, and the teasing plot is supported 
by plenty of bizarre visual delights. 

■ TYPICALLY BRITISH. 

Academy, E, 1995 

DIRECTOR Stephen Frears, Alan 
Parker, and other industry colleagues 
muse over the highs and lows of 
British cinema, interspersed with well- 


chosen clips.- The hesthant. unambi¬ 
tious nature of Britain's contribution to 
the British Him Institute’s “Century erf 
Cinema’* series tells us much abort 
national hang-ups. The companion 
programme on this tape. Irish Cine¬ 
maOurselves Alone?, offers a reveal¬ 
ing portrait of film-making in a 
country where foreigners have, until 
recently, always dominated. 

Geoff Brown 


NEW CLASSICAL CDs: From Ambridge with love; a Janacek bargain; masterful Wozzeck 


ORCHESTRAL: 


Barry Millington 

■ BRITISH LIGHT 
MUSIC CLASSICS, VOL 2 
New London Orchestra/Corp 
Hvperion CDA66968ie-k-k 
U2.99 

IF YOU long for the good old 
days of Dr Finlay’s Casebook. 
Down Your Way and In Town 
Tonight, this is the disc far 
you. Those familiar signature 
tunes — respectively Trevor 
Duncan's March. Haydn 
Wood's The Horse Guards, 
Whitehall, and Robert Par- 
nan's The Westminster Waltz 
— are among the second 
collection of '"British light 
Music Classics presented by 
Ronald Corp and the New 
London Orchestra. 

Here you will find loo those 
great survivors. Sailing By 
and the theme for The Archers 
(Barwick Green from Arthur 
Wood’s My Native Heath), 
alongside other merry little 
numbers by various skilled 


exponents of the genre. The 
inclusion of pieces by Elgar 
and Benjamin Frank el is fur¬ 
ther evidence that “light 
music" and "serious" compos¬ 
ers are not mutually exclusive. 

Some pieces, for example 
the Archers and Dr Finlay 
signature runes, sound rather 
different from their familiar 
versions, suggesting that there 
is room even here for interpret 
tation of a modest sort. 


CHAMBER 


Hilary Finch 


■ JANACEK 
Complete works for violin, 
cello aod piano 

Suk/Jedlickova/Fukacova 
Carfron Classics 
30366 00327-kirk E20.99 
WELL, nor quite complete — 
one or two pieces for violin 
and piano are missing — but 
this twoCD album, certainly 
the most complete recording 
yet released, is essential for the 
shelves of all who love Jana- 


£ek. and required listening for 
those who do not — yet 

The first disc is all piano 
music. Bohumila Jedlickova 
plays In the Mists, four short 
pieces of uneasy, introspective 
melancholia from a period of 
great sadness and self-doubr 
in the composer’s life. With 
her lean, understated playing, 
she uncovers a spiky unpre¬ 
dictability in this music On 
an overgrown path is a set of 
tiny, flickering reminiscences 
— sounds from nature, voices. 
Moravian folk poetry. Under¬ 
statement is of the essence 
here. 

JanaCek’s Fairy Tale or 
Pohadka has been famously 
recorded by Steven Isserlis 
and OUi Mustonen. and their 
version takes some beating. 
But. again, these musicians 
give a totally convincing, big- 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Musk 
Shop on 0345-023 498 


boned performance. When it 
is preceded by Josef Silk's 
fiercely eloquent reading of 
the Sonata for Violin and 
Piano, and followed by still 
more wonderful piano pieces, 
this double album is worth 
serious consideration. 


John Higgins 
■ BERG . 

Wozzeck; i i\-•- . 
Meier/Gnmdheber/Beriin 
Staatskapellef Barenboim 
Teldec0630-14108-2 
(2 CDs)kk~k £29.99 
Video 0630-16338-3 EJ5.99 
FOR the past ten years Franz 
Grundheber has remained 
virtually unchallenged in the 
part of Wozzeck. He recorded 
it in live performance from 
Vienna with Abbado exactly a 
decade ago in an outstanding 
set Now he is back, again 
direct from the stage, from 
Berlin with Barenboim. 

Second time round. Grund- 


heber*s simple soldier sounds 
even more tragic. At times he 
sings as almost in a trance, 
trying to cocoon himself from 
the brutal world around. He 
even manages to invest beauty 
into the jagged edges of Berg's 
vocal line. So too does 
Waltraud Meier as the slut 
Marie: Her emotions may be 
raw as she lusts after the 
Drum Major (Mark Baker), 
but she injects real remorse 
into the Bible-reading scene 
with the one son she has. 

. .True.-evil is confined to the 
Captain and die Doctor. Gra¬ 
ham Clark and Gunter von 
Kannen turn in iopclass inter¬ 
pretations in these roles. The 
video version of Patrice 
Chereau’s austere staging is 
needed though for the lull 
flavour of Clark's psychopath. 

The brass of the Berlin 
Staatskapelle excels in Berg'S 
screech of rage at human 
cruelty. . . 

★ Worth hearing 
kk Worth considering 
kkk Worth buying 
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OPERA & BALLET 


COUSEUU 0171B32 8300 (Z*k 1 
EKGUSH NATIONAL OPB1A 
Toni 7 00 

FIGARO'S WEDDING 
Iona 800 ORPHEUS AND 
_EURYDICE 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171 304 
4000 lor Bax OBce 4 S&ndby rrio 
Ticket wattle ante day 
nwRaytaOpara 
Toni SAMOA Wed 7 00 
COSt FAN TUTTE 
Toma. Tub 730 TOSCA 


THEATRES 


ADEUW 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Stamg 

PETULA CLARK 

24KR CFEDITCAro 8Q0KKGS 
CAU. 344 0055 (bkg lee) 

GRP BOOKING 4 f3 3302 (tog tee) 
No bootang lee tor Adefchi 
Box Office Gatas 

Recorded rtornaton 01713798864 

Mon-Sat 7.45 MasTtuS Sal 3 00 

50 seats bold at the bos office 

from 12pm daily 
MUST CLOSE 5TH APRfl. 


THEATRES 

MBEHYTHEATRE BO&CC0171 
3B91730cc 344 4444,312 5068 {No 
tees) Ops 413 3321.312 5089.436 
5568 Previews from 14 Apri, 
Opens 17 Aert 
GAHYWUIOT ANN CRUMB 
ri 

THE GOODBYE GIRL 

ANew Muscat 
Bor* te Nei Simon, Muse by Mann 
Hartsch, Lyrra by Dowd ZppaL 
M4fa>a!!ynKtyQcfiSadn&Kp 

Morj-ftfBpm Wed M# 3pm, 
_ Sals 5 A 830ptn 


Albery Theatre 

01713681740 (w tag lee) 
Tct n aiB Ste r . 344 4444 (Ehg tee) 
EDDIE 1ZZARD 
NEB. MULLARKEY 
STBRBN FROST 
SUK1 WEBSTER 

ONE WORD MPR0V 

“One Word bnprov Is to ht>“ W 
Tue-Sun 8pm LAST 2 WEEKS 
MUST BfD 16 MAR 


ALDWYCH017MI66003.ee tag 
tee 3»4 4444 Ops 0800 6U 903 
DtANAFOGG DAVID SLOCT 
m EDWARD ALBEFS 
WHO'S AFRAID OF 
VJHONIA WOOLF 
Dr by Howard Danes 
"A MAJOR THEATRCAL EVENT SW 
MotaSat 7.15pm Set MM 2.15pm 
LAST 3 WEEKS 


ANTIQUE & ART 
FAIRS 



THE DUKE OF YORK’S 

HEADQUARTERS. CHELSEA. LONDON SWS 

12-18 MARCH 1997 

CHARITY GALA 13 MARCH 

TICKETS: TEL: 017! 823 -4243 

OPEN: IUMamAOOfm CLOSES: FIRST DAY at 9.00p.m 
THURSDAY 13 MARCH at5J0i>M. LAST DAYai 640 pm 
PERIOD DINNER. M MARCH 

ORGANIZERS-TEL: 0171 730 6730 


AL0WYCH 0171416 60077420 0000 
(24hrsftntagtee} 

Groups 0171 4166075 
MICHAEL ALEC 

GAMBON 


TOM&CLEM 

a new play by 

STEPHEN CHURCHETT 
Qrectedbv 
RICHARD WILSON 
Red Free ftew tram 9 Af» 
Opera U Apia 700pm 
Eves 7 30: Wfed&Sat mats 3 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171 416 
6055 cc24hs 0171344 44440171 
420 0000 Gips 416 6075W13 3321 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Yfttee knucNe runs 19 45 daiy 
Tue & Sd 3pm TtMs torn £1250 

Extra litat There 3 April 


APOLLO 24frcc 01714945070. 
CC017I 344 4444 [»gtee) 
Grps 01714945454 
BEN ELTON'S 

POPCORN 

ftewews team 20 March 


APOUflTHEATRE 0171 494 5073 
0171420 0000 ff*g fee) 

FASCINATING AIDA 

"O u ffe el mply B ra top*" 0 Tel 
lta»-Sa 8 00 Mats Sat 300 
UNTIL SAT 15 MAH ONLY 


CAMBRIDGE 494 5082(4)66060 
344 <444/4200000 tag tee) 

Grtups 494 5*54 
416 6075T4I3 3321/436 5580 

GREASE 

"Fast, tafoo, ttefltog A ton, 
tun, ftai” □ Mnor 

TICKETS AVASA6LE8PPIY CWLY TO 
BOX OFFICE 
Mgn-Sa730ptn.Wea&SaMai3am 


COMEDY THEATRE 
017136917310171344 4444 
Rob Motto* n 

•BIRDY* 

By Wharton 

‘BIRDY* 

Mon-Sat 8pm. TN* rra 3pm 
Satina 5pm 

•BIRDY* 

_Lire toe Cham 


CnfTSIION 3691737/344 4444 
BEST COMEDY 
Larence Ofcner /Wan) Nominee 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE C0WUETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
ft 37 Hays n 97 Ifaues 
“HBarioua" Times 
Mafc1haji3.Saa5 
Sin d 4. Eves at 8prn 
THE COWLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesday al tan 

PUTS 2ND HRARtOUSYEAHl 


aajGUD0)71 494 5657/430 0000 
Grps 49* 5454/CO 0200 

ROMANCE, ROMANCE 

Two New Masters 
Dart Mtas, Doan Mtaa) 

EvesflpmMaisThjrasaapm 


DOWWON 017165618650990 
204020/420 0000 (tag fee) Grps <16 
6096/3121997/0600614903 

The Magic pomes aBve cm stage 

OGNEV'S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

ANEW MUSICAL 
Piers ton Apr 29 nowboofang 


DRURY LANE TTEATRE ROYAL 
SS cc fl*g lee) 24hr 7days 0171494 
5000344 4444/420 0000 GrpS «94 
5454/413 3311/312 6000 

BOSS SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 

OF OUR TIME" 

now in ns 

8TH EXTRAORDINARY YEARI 
Eras 7 45 Mas Wed & Sat 3on 
Goad seat* aval tor WWf Mat 
£ some parts-apply ELO. 
FORTHEPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOKINGS & PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

Om O MSOBPIBKQFEB 


DUCHESS BOfcc 0171494 SOTS (no 
tag te^ CC 0171 344 4444/4300000 
(ntfitagfee) 

MAUREEN UPMAN 
I2VE& KIDDING 

Eves 6pm Mats* 3pm 
ftess rani al 7pm 
LUTED SEASON -5 APUL 


FORTUNE BO 4 CC 0171836 
2238/3120033 

EWAN JAMES 

HOOPER SHHMONS 

Susraitflrs 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted ta Stephan tttfakdi 
"The aoat thrffiteg raid chflDng 
ptqr tar yen'* DUM 
NOW IN ITS STH YEAR 

McrvSatBpn 
Mate Tubs 3pm Sa 4pm 

Bwta»tt wa>i 


GARRKX017! 494 5065(312 1990 

(rotaqb®) 

WJNNBIOF 
19 MAJOR AWARDS 
Tbe ItoyW National Tbeaffe 
Production 

(V SUZANNE 

DONAGHY BSTT1SH 

BATWY STANTON 

JBPresOeys 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

“THRUIJNG-MUST BE SGBT 
OMM 

"TWO HOURS OF 
ENTHRALLING, VISUALLY 
STUNNMG DRAMA-D Td 

Mon-Fn 7 45. Sd 5.00 & 815. 

Wed (71312 30 


HAYMARKET930 8800 inn tag tee) 
344 44444200000 (Mh tag lee) 
ItavSa 7 45cm Mas t»u &sa 3pm 

JESSICA LANGE 

‘'MAatBTCEKT'NafW 
TOBY IMOGEN 

STB>HBlS STUBBS 

Tantieme WUa»’ 

A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE 

taectedbyPMH'HMI 
“UNFORGETTABLE" STms 
LAST3WEEKS 


L0MION PALLADIUM BQ/CC 
0171494 502QG44 4444 (21 (Id serv 
tag} 420 0000 Dps 01714200200 
ROBERT LINDSAY 
BBT ACTOR IN A MUSICAL 
Laurence OBvtcr Awards 
'TOBSTTLMDSAY’SFAGMB 
FULL OF CHAR* WARMTH & 
GLSHLCMMMAUTY. 
HE'S A HOOT" D Exp 
IN 

OLIVE R! 

3RD 1RHEPRESSKBE YEAR 
LIONEL BART'S MASTERPIECE 
YOU CAN'T ASK FOR MORE* 

S Timet 

Eves 7 30 Mas Wad 4 Set 2.30 
SOME GOOO SEATS AVAR. 
MOW FOB WBKDAYPERFS 


HBIMAJESTTS 2ttr 494 5400 
(tag leri C-C 344 4444(420 0000 (tee) 
Grps 194 5454/413 3311M36 5560 
ATOREW LLOYD WEBBSTS 
AWARD WteOONG MUStCAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

Oaected tv HAROLD PBNCE 
NOW BKG TO DEC 97 
Eves 7 45 Ujfc Wed A Sal 3 00 
Aptfy Id Bur Office tfajy lot iBturrs 


LABATTS APOLLO. 0171416 
6D3Y420 CD0O344 4444 (tee) 416 
6075/4J6 5568 ( 9 PS. tee] 

CUFF RICHARD 

Ml 

HEATHCUFF 

*Spactaadar, earning'D Mal 
Men-SM 8pm _ 


LYCEUM cc 0171656 1606 
0990 500 800/344 4444/420 0000 (bdg 
tee) Grps 4166076 
TIM RICE & 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

"Sands Shiran Racing Dona 
The Spine" D Telegraph 
Eves745 MabWed&SJ3 

(no tag tee tar persona cafcrc a toe 
Lyceun box cAra lOarrvSpm) 
ei 5 riciieis lor students aval Uan-Thu 
are bootable n advance 
Now booking to September 
Some searsyaia door Men- Dm 


LYRIC 0171 494 6045 
P t bwo ws fccwi 3 4pr Opens 8 Ac* 
SUN PHILLIPS AS 


by Pm Grata 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 
9282252 Ops0171 620 0741 24fe 
cc tag tee 0171 420 0000 
Please dtow exjra jouneyfpata^ 
bne because of <na*cr tcBdwons 
OLIVIER Torn. Tom 7 15 GUYS 
AND DOLLS Muse and lynes by 
FrataLoena Bota tjy Jo Snertng 
& Abe Bums 

LYTTELTON lont lomu 730 
(PREVIEWS) LADY M TIE DARK 
a iTvsrai ptar by uoss Her) veto 
lynes bv fra Geitawn and rrusc by 
Kul YfeC 

COTTESLOE Today 230 & 730 
CARDIFF EAST a new play by 
Peter OD Tomor 730 TtE 
CRIPPLE OF MSHMAAN a 
new pby by Uartn McOonata 
PLATFORM Terrace Cate. 300 
Cortee & RUNYON READINGS D 


NEW LONDON Dnay L*» WC2 BO 
01714050072 CC 01714044079 
34hr017l 3444444/4300000 
Grjs017l 4133311/4385588 
WE ANDREW U.OYDYeaBV 
TS aJOTNIBWATOML 
AWWDJAMOCMUSCN. 

CATS 

Bee 7 45 Mats Tue & Sal 3.00 
LATECOMERS NOT ADMITTED 
WWJE MJOnOflJUM IS N 
MOTON. PlfASF EC PROMPT 
Ba^openat645 
LWTTED NO. OF SEATS AYAH 
_ DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE. 


OU) VIC 0171 928 7616 
24tn 420 0000 (ho tag lee) 

Hie Peter HaD ___ 

New Pbyng WASTE by 
GranviJte Barter 
From Mata 10 CLOUD NINE by 
Caryl Cfudifl 
From Marta 23 HURLYBURLY ta 
DwMRMw 

7 dm ■ wota/IO ports, a week 

Ma^Sur at 7J0. Thu 6 Sat mats Z® 
SuiaZ3Qg4Q0 TcMsCIO-Eia 


PALACE THEATRE0171-434 0909 
CC 24rvs (tag tee) 0171J44 4444 
tee) Grps 0171 4133311 
THE WORLDS MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LESMISERABLES 

NOWINTTS13TH 
RECORD4REAKMQYEAH 
Eves 7 30Mtes Du & Sar 230 
Latecomers rw aUnced 
ur*I Ihe rtervd 
IMTEDN0 OF SEATS AVAR. 
0AR.Y FROM BOX OFFICE 


PHOENOt BCVCC0171389 1733 
7344 4444/4200000 (lee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OtewdDrama Awads 
8 RayeralMX Noveto fimatk 
WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 
—Mog* the audience to Ks toot, 
and roaring Ita Approver 0 Mm 
I flTH TRIUMPHANT YEAR 
Eves 7 45 Mats Tfus 3pm Sn 4pm 
NOW BOOKING UNTIL JAWW 


PICCADILLY 01713GB 1734 
3*4 4444/4200000 P*te5l 
Eves8 MatsWM3&Sa5 
THE PEIBt HALL COMPANY 
PtltH BOWLES 
CA RME N HENRY 

SILVERA McGS 

ERIC SYKES 
n Uotees Wsoc comedy 

THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 

-POSmVELYGUTTERMG- 
THtS IS AS GOOD AS IT GETS" 
DMM 


PRMCE HIWARD 0171447 5400 
Fnt CeB 4200100 CC 344 4444 
&0IRS 420 0200 
WINNER 

BEST CHOREOGRAPHS! 

BEST NEW MUSICAL 

LAURENCE OLIVER AWARDS 

HEAL POW BIA PA SSION 
A HDCK BOSiPi" D Tel 
"A BIG MAGNnCBlfrEPIC 
MUSICAL AGREAT EVENING 
OtirSTnw 

MARTIN GUERRE 

ROUBUL & SCHONBERCS 
"MUSICAL MASTERPECE" 
MHerTrib 

MorvSte 7.45 Mats Thu & Sal 300 

NOW BOOKING TO JAN TOSH 


PRINCE OF WALES 017183B5887 
Fvd Crf 420 0000 cc 344 4444 Grps 

420 0200 keephone 0800 614903 
"HOT FROM BROADWAY, AND 
MEAN SMOKIN'. ENOUGH 
EHERGYTOEUECTTBFYA 
CITY.’’ D. Mai 

GRAMMY AWARD WOWING 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY JOE'S CAFE 

THE SONGS OF l£BBJ 4 STOLLffl 

Dracted by Jeny Zate 
" AMERIC AN OBAFFTT1 MEETS 
WEST SJOE STORY" E 3d 
Mon-Ste Bpm. Du 8 Sat Mate 3an 
HHNJ CM PU CE THURS MAT 
NOW BOOKING TO JAM TOlH 


ST MARIVTS 01718361443 B*a 
8. Tue 245, Sal 5&0. 

AGATHA CHRISTIFS 
THE MOUSETRAP 
_45tfa TEAR 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 

COMPANY 
LONDON (0171638 8891) 
BAflBCAN MACBETH 
Today 200 * 715 
THE PIT THREE HOURS AFT8I 
MARRIAGE Today 2 00 * 715 

STRATFORD (01789 29SGXV cc 
0171413 1452) 

RST MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTHNGTodayl30S730 

SWAN HENHYVM 
Today 1 30 * 730 
TOO THE IffSlSriES; THE 
PASStoW Toni 730 


ROYAL COURT0171566 5000 
cc 420 0100 (247fsJ Ownsarc (DiAe 
ot Yoke, a Maters lane) the 

SHALLOW END by Doug Luc* 

Itan-Ste / 30 Sal m* 3 3a 8 & 15 
Ur uaiSMar Upstvs 

(Ambassadors. W£9 Sj From 
TunonowATTBIPSON HER 
LIFE t^r Martin Crimp . Men Sa 

745(700 I ? Mar) Sal ma 4 00 (Iran 
15 Mar) UnM5<te 


SAVOY BO*c 0171836 8868 ec 420 

0000 (no tag tee) Grps 430 0200 

SIMON CALLOW 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING OSCAR 

Tbe Wft, Trtomph * Tragmy 

afOmarWHdB^^' 
by MkhMl MacLtenmak- 
Frews rjMat Opens ibku 


STRAW THEATRE 0m Off* cc 
(no tee) 01719308800 
CC (tag tee) 0171344 4444/420 0000 
Groups 01 71413332UQ1714385588 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy HnEy Story 
“BRmJANT'Swi 

‘BUDDY* 

" WO N DenF U L STUFF* SuiTel 

•BUDDY* 

Tues-Thus B0 Fri 530 & 8 30 
Sacs 5 00 4a30 Sunday 4JXJ 

AU. SEATS 1/2 PfiCE FR 5J0 PERF 
Hi EUECTTUFY1NG YEAR 
__ Won bootanofi October 4 


VAUDEVIUE 0171836 9987 to 
1*flWcc42D 0000 [tag tef) 
THE NEW HUSH HTT COKDYI 

WOMEN ON 

THE VERGE OF 

HRT 

byMane Joras 

MorvSari745an Tha*Satmal3nm 


ViCTOTIA PALACE BO See fro 
tea) 01718341317cc (tagleel 0171 
344 4444/3121998/4200000 
Sons 01713121905 
©171 436 5580 (no toe) 

WINNER 

1996 OLMER AWARDS 
BEST MUSICAL 
•J0LS0N* 

WTHBRMNCONLEY '. 

“A RESOUNDING HIT 

SwdayTrtBgBtpn 
Ergs, Tuaa to Sa 730. Mats Vied & 
Sat 3 00 Ena specai K price mat 
Tlusa 300 staring 
Man Swart 

3 weeks tiB London engagement 
ende prior to Wbrtd Tonr. 


Sitter 


WYNDHAMS 3GB1738344 4444 
BEST COMEDY 
EwStendadAMnlB 
BEST COMEDY 
Laurence OMerAaafds 

“ART 

A new pby by Yaarrina An 
Trans by Cbristopher Hampton 
“Hy, rarin or stale Jeetto see 
IT New Yartc Trees 
Ews8. Mate Wfedl Sat *Sm5 


BBC Nariona! Orchestra of XX'nii 


•ss-zs?' -css: 



— « n f * 9 * 

Stravinsky Fireworks 
St rav insky Apollon musagetes 

StaHlS Faun and Shepherdess 
Stravinsky Petrushka ( 1911 ) 

toanna MacGregor piano. 

Sarah Walker mezzo soprano. 


BBC Sympi 




$ 


■30 fiy Orchescr 


Sat 22 March 730pm 

Royal Festival Hafl i 


An <*rew Davis 

conductor 

Stravinsky The Rake's ProgreZ 
(concert performance) 

SSfSS? 6 ™^ 


“ concess ^ 
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Can Francesca ■ 
Zambellp make the 
Forties wit of 
Lady in the Dark 
work for theatre 
audiences today? 



THEATRE 1 


Hie transfer 
of Romance, 
Romance brings 
a wry continental 
look at love 
to the West End 


THE! 


TIMES 


ARTS 



THEATRE 2 


... while The 
Positive Hour 
is a bleak view 
of life at the 
sharp end for 
a social worker 



OPERA 


Cheers 
for the 
home side 


Covent Garden 
gives British 
singers a chance 
to dazzle in 
■ the new cast of 
Cosi fan tutte 


3P iTS great credit the Garden is 
usm&me second cast for the current 
Cosi td give young.and mainly 
home-grown singers a chance to 
Show their paces. When, if ever, did 
we have three Englishmen together 
at the Opera House as Ferrando, 
Gugudmo and Alfonso? It probably 
looked a bit of risk, but it turns out 
to be one well worth taking. 

Timothy Robinson and William 
Dazeley slide easDy into the laid- 
back mid 1990s Armani chic of 
Jonathan Miller's production. Mo¬ 
zart’s two officers could be a couple 
of derivatives dealers as they arro¬ 
gantly strike their fidelity bet with 
Alfonso. And when they return as 
.louche “Albanians” there is a con¬ 
temporary fed that they arrive fresh 
from a little pyramid selling. 

Robinson, in his first major role 
for the company, shows a graceful 
and brightly focused tenor as 
Ferrando. Tradito , schemito, com- 


Cosi fan tutte 
Covent Garden 


ing towards the end of a vocally 
taxing evening, found him short of 
stamina, but he recovered to make 
his conquest of Fiordiligi as elo¬ 
quent as it was persuasive. William 
Dazeley made a last-minute appear¬ 
ance on opening night to replace an 
indisposed Bo Skovhus, as Rodney 
Milnes reported, and his Gugfielmo 
is quite big enough for the Garden. 
David Wilson -J ohnson’s first Alfon¬ 
so is disarmingly British, a manipu¬ 
lative old buffer given to outbursts 
of misogyny as he watches the kids 
play games he gave up years ago. 

leah-Marian Jones was the best 
of the women as a Dorabella who 
for once is blonde and fluffy as well 
as flirtatious. The “Heart Duet” 
with GugUebno showed foe advan¬ 
tage of having fresh young voices 
toying with one another. * 

The German soprano Melanie 
Diener made her house debut as 
fiordiligi. despite an announcement 
of indisposition (unspecified). If 
could well have been a. throat 
infection because , her dark tones 
-madeher sound-the;mezzo in the 
cast Understandably, Perpietd. was 
taken very gingerly—and slowly— 
but she got through without mis¬ 
hap. Sandra Zdtzert voiceis not yet 
large enough for this house. . 

Dietfried Bernet was an much 
better terms wifo the orriiestrk than 
in Don Giovanni earlier this sea¬ 
son. He could not have given his 
cast of debutants more understand¬ 
ing support 


John Higgins 

• BBC2 is broadcasting Cosi fen tutte 
live on Saturday at 7pm 


MUSICAL: Rodney Milnes talks to Francesca Zambello about her new Kurt Weill production 


Bold lines 


never out 


VV The Lyttelton 
* Theatre 

LMv in the Dark 

^ & 7.30p m 


GILL ALLEN 



T he canniest devil's advocate 
would have a tough (and 
entertaining) time with 
Francesca Zambello — she 
has all the answers, and she believes 
them. But perhaps one such is 
needed to question her about her 
latest assignment here. Moss Hart’s 
and Kurt Weill’s Lady in the Dark. 

She is known here mainly as an 
opera producer — the Olivier 
Award-winning Khovanshchina for 
ENO, a spectacular arena Tosco at 
Earis Court, and a Billy Budd at 
Covent Garden in which she dealt 
with foe English dass system as 
probably only an outsider could. 
But both at home in America and in 
Ireland she has worked extensively 

in the straight theatre, so _ 

this “musical play” is a 
neat engagement for her. 

There are a number of 
“firsts” about Lady. It 
was HarTs first play 
detached from George S. 

Kaufman, with whom he 
had written a string of 
near-d assies. It was 
Weill’s first legitimate 
Broadway show, his pre¬ 
vious musicals having 
been sort-of “serious", 
and its phenomenal suc¬ 
cess in 1941 —550 perfor- 


C How 
far has 
feminism 
brought us 


since 


1941?* 


mances on Broadway alone — won 
him the same sort of financial 
security Salome did Strauss. And 
Ira Gershwin was writing lyrics for 
the first time since foe sudden death 
of his brother George. 

Everyone agrees that foe WeQl- 
Gershwin musical sequences are 
foe work of genius, but what about 
Hart’s play? Will it stand up today? 

It*s about Liza Elliott a woman on 
foe edge of a nervous breakdown. 
She’s been the editor for Ten years of 
the fashion magazine Allure, which 
was metre or less-given to her by her 
indecently rich 'and married sugar- 
daddy. She has a Beatrice-and- 
Benedlck relationship with the 
advertising manager. Add a Holly¬ 
wood film star in search of a mother 
substitute; and the news foal sugar- 
daddy is getting a divorce, and Liza 
is off to the shrink. Hart had been in 
analysis for years, and had his own 
psychoanalystwrite a preface to the 
published texL. 

The play moves between foe 
magazine offices and the analyst's 
couch, and the music is confined to 
three extended fantasy or dream 
sequences. “The music is the inside 


of Liza’s mind," Zambello says, “It's 
a sequence of four one-act plays and 
three one-act operas, and they go A- 
B-A-B-A-B-A. The music is the 
unconscious world, the spoken lines 
foe conscious one. and at the end 
they come Together in My Ship, a 
little song that marries those two 
worlds." 

Bart of the score’s genius is the 
way the super-smart, Broadway- 
witty dream sequences dissolve into 
nightmares, with the opening 
phrase of My Ship woven into the 
musical fabric, so that when the 
song is finally heard in foil, unlock¬ 
ing a childhood trauma, the audi¬ 
ence's relief is almost as great as 
Liza’s. 

Yes, but in foe context 
of Weill's American out¬ 
put. from the pacifist 
musical Johnny Johnson 
via Street Scene to Lost 
in the Stars, why are we 
supposed to care about 
this overprivileged, pam¬ 
pered woman? Zambello 
rites the movies of 
Woody Allen. “His 
people are the intellectu¬ 
al. elitist dass of New 
York. You meet them, 
you say, ‘OK. he’s going 
through this midlife. 
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menopausal male crisis and having 
an affair*, and you think this isn’t a 
story to care about, but when you 
watch foe marie you're either hys¬ 
terical with laughter or reduced to a 
puddle of tears, fifty-six years ago. 
Moss Hart was doing the same 
thing." 

Nor will Zambello countenance 
foe idea of foe subject-matter being 
dated. “It’s absolutely contempo¬ 
rary. It's about a woman whose 
professional life and personal life 
are in crisis, and part of the reason 
is that die’s at the top of her 
profession. That seems to be a 
constant trauma for today’s woman 
at the top. How far has feminism 
brought us since 1941? Three steps 
forwards and six steps back. The 
ceiling has been raised, and turned 
into glass — women can only go so 
high." 

Setting the action in the offices of a 
fashion magazine is, of course, 
significant. “In 1941 that was a 
world where women could be 
successful and empowered. One of 
the characters is based on Diana 
Vreeland, then fashion editor of 
Harper’s Bazaar. Fashion was be- 


Sing it 


again, 

afresh 


THE instinctive reaction to 
seeing Weslia Whitfield car¬ 
ried on to foe stage is a well- 
meaning but patronising 
surge of compassion. Para¬ 
lysed below the waist after 
being shot by a teenage thug 
20 years ago, the San Francis¬ 
co vocalist has no need of 
sympathy. She is quite simply 
too gifted a performer for that 

Tony Bennett and the caba¬ 
ret wunderkind Michael 
Feinstein have both signal up 
to her fan club, but until now 
London audiences have had 
no opportunity to hear her in 
person. She will have made 
many more converts by the 
end of the week. 

Her technique is so sound 
and understated that it is 
rendered almost invisible. 
While others choose to ap¬ 
proach show tunes as a pretext 


CABARET 


Weslia Whitfield 
Pizza on the Park 


Francesca Zambello tackles the Moss Hart, KurtWeafl and Ira Gershwin musical Lady in the Dark 


ginning to evolve as an industry, 
and Cond£ Nast brought more than 
just fashion to the masses. He made 
people in Iowa aware of Picasso." 

The cynically hardnosed may find 
some of Hart'S text too dose to 
diche. but then one man’s cliche is 
another man’s eternal truth, and 
some of the one-liners certainly have 
an “ouch" attached fYou have 
magazines instead of babies’*). 
Zambello is prepared for this. “If the 
director creates a world where you 
believe foe characters would say 
things that look like cliches, then 
they aren’t cliches any more.” 

A psychoanalyst has been to 
rehearsals to advise on techniques 
both then and now, and Alexandra 


Shulman, foe editor of UK Vogue, 
has also been invited. “What was 
great was that we were wondering, 
how Liza could get so far so young, 
and here’s Alex, a mega-power- 
woman in her thirties, for five years ' 
editor of a multimiUion-dollar (Son¬ 
de Nast publication.” But not. 
Zambello hastens to add, given to 
her by a sugar-daddy. 

Do some of foe analytical process¬ 
es sound a little too pat today? “It*5 
funny how the texr comes alive. 
Everything may seem more obvious 
to us today than in 1941, but people's 
lives are still destroyed by their 
mothers, and if we think we know 
all about it, then why’s everybody 
still lying down on a couch?" 


Comparative intimacy should 
help. The Broadway Lady had a 
huge budget, a cast oF 50 and a stage 
crew of 40. Zambello has 19 “won¬ 
derful British actors, who you’d 
never think would be in a musical”, 
and they have to work hard, with 
even more doubling of roles be¬ 
tween office and fantasy sequence 
than in the original. The cast is led 
by Maria Friedman in foe role 
created by Gertrude Lawrence — so 
the music should look after itself — 
and Zamhello’s prime challenge is 
“to make foe book as good as foe 
music". 


• Lady in the Dark opens at the 
National Theatre. South Bank, SEl 
(017 1 -9382252} on Tuesday 


for unremitting high-wire vir¬ 
tuosity, she takes a more 
intimate course. Lemer and 
Loewe’S Brigadoon showstop- 
per Almost Like Being In Love 
sounded all foe more effective 
for not being oversold. Las 
Vegas fashion. 

Whitfield allowed foe words 
to speak for themselves. A 
lesser artist might have risked 
lapsing into perfectly enunci¬ 
ated but emotionally sterile 
poses. Yet her subtle shading 
of accents and the thoughtful 
juxtaposition of moods — from 
the wry satire of cult composer 
Dave Frishberg to foe un¬ 
abashed romance of' Ev’ry 
Time We Say Goodbye — 
made this a particularly stim¬ 
ulating and witty journey 
through the American song- 
book. 

Clearly a devotee of verses, 
she used foe opportunity to 
sidle into The Very Thought 
Of You and This Can’t Be 
Love. Mike GreensilTS ar¬ 
rangements for piano and 
Simon Woolf’s double-bass 
played a crucial role through¬ 
out. generating little eddies of 
rhythm and subtle counter¬ 
melody beneath her serene 
voice. It was ironic that she 
opened with a languorous 
exploration of I’ve Heard That 
Song Before ; Whitfield'S 
achievement lies in convincing 
her listeners that the very 
opposite is true. 


Clive Davis 


THEATRE: Irony underlines a pair of one-act musicals. Plus, a bleak look at social ills 


Bittersweet cocktail with quite a kick 


EF THE over-emphatic title 
suggests that someone is 
being ironic about love, that 
would accurately reflect the 
authors' intentions. But foe 
more obvious reason for the 
repetition is that Barry 
Harman and Keith Herr¬ 
mann are working in an 
unusual genre- They . have 
created two one-act musicals, 
the first based on a short stray 
by that arch-cynic, Scftmtzler, 
the other an updating of a play 
by his almost equally acid 
contemporary, Jules Rertard. 

The French dramatist's 
Pain de Menage, or House¬ 
hold Bread . is not much 
known in Britton; but it was 

described by the great produc¬ 
er and theatrical innovator 
Andre Antoine as “a master¬ 
piece worthy of taking its place 
alongside foe most celebrated 
pieces m the repertoire of the 
Com6die FranQaise". librettist 
Harman and composer Herr¬ 
mann'S foray mto the bitter¬ 
sweet is more venturesome 
than anybody encountering 


Romance, Romance 

Gielgud 


Steven Dexter's enjqyably un¬ 
pretentious production would 
suspect 

In the Schnitzler a wealthy 
roue and a successful courte¬ 
san. weary of foe sexual ronde 
in laid-back Vienna, each de¬ 
cide to look for love in simpler 
places. Mark Adams’s Alfred 
. disguises himself as a poor 
poet, Caroline O’Connor pre¬ 
tends to be a shopgirl and the 
inevitable proceeds to happen. 
They meet, fall for each other, 
but cannot long sustain a joint 
spree in foe pastoral outbadc 
“IfS the sort of spot Cfizanne 
might have wished to sketch, 
which is why I sleep for hours 
at a stretch." There's relief in 
foeir joinl discovery of the 
truth, not least because they 
can at last admit that their 
love wifl be temporary. 

In the Americanised 
Roiard, both performers 



All-round talent Caroline O’Connor and Mark Adams than 


swap period finery for 
chequered pants. This time, 
they are Sam and Monica, 
platonic friends who begin 
late at night to admit their 
boredom with their trusting 
spouses—“at this hour Lennie 
could sleep through sex and 
frequently does" — yer cannot 


take the next step; the emotion¬ 
al stakes are just too high. 

The musical originated in 
the New York of 1988, a place 
and time when those mixing 
bittersweet cocktails* were apt 
to add more sweet than bitter. 
Thai shows in the poorly 
handled ending of the Renard 


— Monica's angry disappoint¬ 
ment evaporates- like a puddle 
in summer — and in the 
pleasantly unacerbic tunes 
that accompany the Schnitz¬ 
ler. Moreover the show hasn't 
foe informal, intimate fed it 
reportedly had when it re¬ 
ceived its British premiere at 
the tiny Bridewell in 
September. 

But as Adams and O’Con¬ 
nor swished or padded round 
the stage, followed by their 
dancing alter egos or watched 
by their unseen spouses. I 
found myself succumbing to 
their spell. He is a nice, 
relaxed actor-singer, she an 
all-round talent who more 
fulfils foe promise she 
recently showed in Mack and 
Mabel. I don't often go in for 
anointing the stars of tomor¬ 
row. but her bad-elf face and 
sly sense of fun force my hand. 
Here’s a performer who will 
surely delight us for years. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


THE tide sounds like a quote. Likewise 

the poster, wilb its imaged a 
woman holding up ter fang am- 


^vrifotitmyinnundtecaase^tte 

Srage nor, I think, title can be _used 
St it except in tunes of nation^ 


Give up and move on 


that we 


this bleak conclusion need not be 
drawn from her play* ber central 
character discovers many reasons to 

rte message m* - 

™ 0 d°/buckle down. wtoe perennially difficult client is a 

and create foe single parent in low with a vwtan 

effort ought tobeap^i^te boyfriend. How supportive Margot 

Jans and emergowes^^l^ Miranda is, how concerned 

Unfortunately it isn't, because ^re positive courses of action to 

E*5Sr2U no yms dolefully -dto P-fc 

^Ssible. short of annihilation of me ^^^enoouragmgly patient, and 

SE&ss s&g g ftsKsasag 

foe likdiest way to stay caira. c, 


The Positive Hour 

Hampstead 


husband’s coat. “My clients' lives* 
make ours look like heaven." she tells 
her husband. “Sure.” he replies, but 
since he is played by Rubin Soans. 
unrivalled for the skill with which he 
can show us disaffected, absurdly .self- 
questioning males, wc can be sure thar 
trouble also looms on the home front. 

The scenes are set in Miranda's 
office, her own home, another home 
where Rani Love’s finally adventurous 
Emma first tastes the thrills of 
rubber^’bondage, and one brief inter- 
of country calm. Julia 


McGowan's design, while keeping the 
foreground unchanged, alters what we 
see behind it — bookcases, sculpture, 
rreeseape — and so swiftly that Max 
Stafford-Clark’s direction can make 
the progress of the characters flow 
smoothly through the play, and easily 
accommodate the shifts from real 
distress to bizarrely comic 
confrontations. 

It is a comic play, resting on the sad 
possibility that what Miranda criti¬ 
cises in others as “giving up”, and tries 
to counter with optimistic thought, 
may truly be “moving on". Leicester 
introduces a poignant tremor to her 
voice as this fear surfaces. Social 
concern is today not so easy to fulfil in 
action. Alas. Hence the oddly old- 
fashioned look of that arm-bending 
poster. 


lude 


Jeremy Kingston 
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38 BOOKS 


You must remember this 


S exual abuse of children by adults 
is a betrayal of trust and a 
particularly nasty form of exploi¬ 
tation of the weak by the strong- Recent 
disclosures of “paedophile rings" ex¬ 
changing information about the avail¬ 
ability of children for sexual 
exploitation and parading their tastes 
on the Internet have rightly shocked 
the British public. There is little doubt 
that the actual incidence of childhood 
seduction has been underestimated 
unrii recently, although no arte knows 
the exact figures. 

But. especially in the United States, 
the pendulum has swung so far in the 
opposite direction that sexual abuse in 
childhood is now frequently invoked by 
dubious therapists as the original 
cause of almost every form of adult 
unhappiness. When those seeking help 
for their problems cannot remember 
sexual abuse occurring in their child¬ 
hood. they are told that they have 
repressed the memory of it, and that, 
during therapy, they will undoubtedly 
recall it. They are also encouraged to 
believe rhar, by recapturing these 
painful memories, they will purge 
themselves of the trauma they have 
suffered, and return to mental health. 


Tale 

that 

bowls 

along 

T ibor Fischer's late 
novel is all about lovi 
and is narrated by a 
antique bowl. Inan 


A situation is thus Antha 

created in which it is - 

in the interest of both V3CT 

patient and therapist 
that sexual abuse is . ' 

recalled, whether or “ 

not this actually occ- anc * 

urred. Given the in- By Mark 

herent unreliability of HarperC 

memory, and the vul- . ISBN 0 

nerability to sugges- a—g 
turn which cannot be 
avoided by anyone who becomes a 
patient receiving psychotherapy, it is 
not surprising that many patients 
retail sexual abuse which may never 
have taken place. 

PfendergrasTs book is the most 
detailed exploration of the “False 
Memory Syndrome" which I have 
read. Pendergrast was himself accused 
of sexually abusing his two daughters, 
and has entirely lost touch with them 
on this account He was so shaken by 
their accusations that he began to 
doubt his own integrity; hut his 
detailed investigation into me phenom- 
ena of memory restored his faith in 
himself. “My only real defence is the 
truth. I didn’t sexually abuse my 
children." 


Anthony Storr 


VICTIMS OF 
MEMORY 
Incest Accusations 
and Shattered Lives 
By Mark Pendergrast 
HarperCollins . £14.99 
. ISBN0002S56S47 


V Storr Both Great Britain 

__ and the United States 

*o n rj have allowed the pro- 

nRY Iiferation of far too 

many socalled “psy- 
usations chotherapists". In 

red Lives Britain, efforts to en- 

mdergrast sure that no one can 

ins. £14.99 practise psycho thera- 

2S56S47 py without a proper 

training and registra¬ 
tion have so far come 
to nothing. In any case, there can be oo 
absolute safeguards. A well-qualified, 
formerly respected Harvard psychia¬ 
trist shocked his colleagues a few years 
ago by publishing a book in which he 
asserted that many of his patients had 
been abducted and sexually interfered 
with by aliens. 

There is evidence to show that it is 
not difficult to implant false memories 
into the minds of normal people. 
Memory is more unreliable than is 
generally realised. For example, many 
people recall striking or amusing 
incidents from childhood. But do they 
really remember them, or do they 
remember whai their parents mid 
them? It is often impossible to be sure. 
As one psychologist wrote: “In the final 
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T ibor Fischer's latest 
novel is all about love, 
and is narrated by an 
antique bowl. Inani¬ 
mate but not impartial, it 
chans women's amorous expe¬ 
riences — what they want and 
what they get: rarely one and 
the same. Men are condemned 
as pretty inanimate them¬ 
selves. or irredeemable fools. 
Their inOdelity is so quotidian 
that suspicion is cast even on 
the faithful, who then join in. 
having nothing to lose. "Like 
many old men in the grave up 
to their noses, he is still 
chewed by lechery" — is a 
typical sentiment. 

Fischer himself is a collector 
of sorts — of languages: anar¬ 
chic. jacked-up stuff It is his 
gymnastic displays, rather 
than say, plot, that you pay 
your money for. His style is to 
liberate vocabulary' from 
meaning CNisaba 2 ami. as we 
used to dubsar in Lagash'*); 
use playful alliteration ("ori¬ 
fices their offices"): tum nouns 
into verbs fa lorry "monsters" 
up). As the dish puts it: “I'm 
the original, so genuine even 
the genuine ones look like 
copies." 

This highly ubiquitous dish, 
circa 843 BC. is our eyes and 
ears in the apartment of art 
dealer Rosa. To her it “grass¬ 
es" on miniaturist epistles 
from antiquity. These stories 
are fabulist and worldly in 
nature, and being on the 
theme of love link contextually 
to Rosa’s own, often surreal 









Vi" -tf‘- 

: A ,■ 

., v«. 


quests for the right man. Her 
failures in the boyfriend de¬ 
partment contrast with those 
of her uninvited house guest 
Nikki. Hooker, drug addict 
and accompished liar, all 
Nikki wants is to be “the girl 
wrapped in boys" having long 
given up on love's false trail; 
and with it morality' too. She 
loots all Rosa's worldly posses- 
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PATI ENT 


sions and creates havoc when 
the hired assassins of former 
“Qoridas" — one-night stands 
— come to try to kill her. The 
two women develop a tenuous 
alliance in trying to find the 
unfindable. Ironic humour is 
their defence against harm. 
Tragedy is reinterpreted as 
comedy. 

Ideas in art can and do get 
appropriated. Take Od tie. for 
instance, who. the collector 
collector explains, wrote 
Oliver Twist and Madame 
Bovary in 1834 only to be 
pipped to the publishers by 
Dickens and Flaubert But 
style, like Fischer’s, is less 
inimitable. The splintered ce¬ 
rebral poetry that marked out 
his previous novel. The 
Thought Gang, is evident here 
too. His personal signature, 
like that of lain Sinclair, 
Martin Amis ("I don’t want to 
write a sentence any other guy 


Russell Celyn 
Jones 

THE COLLECTOR 
COLLECTOR 

By Tibor Fischer 

Seeker and Warburg. EI2W 
ISBN 043630436 3 


can write") has sustained itself 
over the oeuvre. 

The limitation of such clam¬ 
orous voices sets in when the 
singer overwhelms the song. 
Fischer is a satirist whose 
Babeiesque brilliance some¬ 
times eclipses sense. "If an 
ubarum. a naptarum or a 
mudum wants to sell his beer, 
the sabitum shall sell the beer 
for him”. And the Ooooos that 
pepper the text rOooororund", 
etc.) may be appropriate for a 
narrator with a cylindrical 
orifice, but it could just be a 


character sticking on Fischer's 
keyboard. 

The Collector Collector's 
epicentre is friendship be¬ 
tween women, but the book's 
strength resides in a simple 
theme working in counter¬ 
point with complex language. 
Fischer has the intellect and 
wit of Julian Barnes, who had 
a similar triumph with A 
History of the World in 10‘s 
Chapters. 

There is a stria and serious 
hand behind the pen here too. 
Fischer’s narrator has a big 
mouth, but also a big heart. It 
makes “interventions in fleshy 
forames" by changing its 
shape, mantis-like, when fa¬ 
voured owners get into a spot 
of bother with violence. As it 
says, in a moment of didactic 
tenderness: "It is the cham¬ 
pions who know nothing of 
life. Winning is not life, fight¬ 
ing for third place is." 


_ the TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 61997. 

Robert Shepherd traces the road to new Labour 


analysis, memory isn’t like reading a 
book; it’s like writing a book from 
fragmentary nates." 

Yet “recovered memory" therapists 
claim that detailed, accurate memories 
of traumatic sexual events are hidden 
from the conscious mind, preserved 
intact by the mechanism of repression 
and can be disinterred by a variety of 
therapeutic measures. There is no 
evidence that such massive repression 
ever takes place. In faa. those who 
have been sexualfy abused as children 
usually recall their experiences only too 
vividly, and often wish that they could 
forget than. 

S o many families have been 
disrupted by false accusations 
that "False Memory" Associa¬ 
tions exist in Canada. Australia. New 
Zealand, The Netherlands, Britain and 
the United States. These groups both 
investigate the problems raised and 
counsel those who have suffered in the 
way described by the author of this 
book. I commend ftndergrasfs cour¬ 
age and objectivity, as well as the 
thoroughness of Us research. 1 doubt 
whether any book of greater impor¬ 
tance will be published in 1997. 


GWAHA ME BAKE R 



Keep smiling: Tony Blair with Wallace and Gwendolyn from Nick Park’s A Close Slave 

Everyone’s 


invited 
this time 


M att Wright and 
Tony Carter’s 
illustrated hist¬ 
ory of the Lab¬ 
our Party offers an admirab¬ 
ly clear and informative 
guide to one of the most 
remarkable political sagas of 
the 20th century. The Peo¬ 
ple's Party is a godsend for 
readers ’ who want to 
familiarise themselves quick¬ 
ly with the main events and 
personalities in Labour’s hist¬ 
ory'- but who hitherto have 
been dererrred by the arcane 
tomes that confront them. 
The book includes a brief 
chronology' and a well-chosen 
guide to further reading. 

Readers who are well ac¬ 
quainted with Labour’s hist¬ 
ory will welcome the 
incorporation in one book of 
so many evocative illustra¬ 
tions. The reproduction in 
large print of key quotations 
by leading politicians and 
thinkers — among them Syd¬ 
ney' Webb. R. H.Tawney, 
Clem Attlee and Tony 
Crosland — demonstrates the 
underlying intellectual force 
and humanity that have sus¬ 
tained Labour even in its 
darkest hours. 

The authors steer a skiiiul 
path through Labour’s many 
convulsions and contortions, 
but at times rheir prose 
becomes too spare and the 
passion at the heart of 
Labour’s turbulent history is 
sacrificed. On the whole, they 
have produced a balanced 
history, but their last two 
chapters offer a Blairite inter¬ 
pretation of Labour's IS-year 
exclusion from office. Wright 
co-edited an earlier book with 
Gordon Brown and is the MP 
for Cannock, once the seat of 
the firebrand socialist Jennie 
Lee, while Carter is a tutor at 
the University’ of York and a 
prospective parliamentary 
candidate. 

The People's Party charts 
Labour's history from the 
meeting of socialists and 
trade unionists on February 
27, 1900. that established the 
Labour Representation Com¬ 


mittee in order to increase 
working-class representation 
in Parliament, to the parly’s 
recent rebirth as new Labour. 
The treatment of this latest 
twist as being unproblematic 
is likely to annoy old 
Labour’s dwindling band, al¬ 
though the latter will find 
some consolation in the early 
chapters that offer a timely 
reminder, splendidly illus¬ 
trated. of their party’s dass 
origins. The authors are re¬ 
warded for their uncritical 
account of the modernisers’ 
triumph with an appreciative 
introduction by Tony Blair. 

Blair contributes one of the 
book’s more intriguing in- 
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By Tony Wright and 
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sights by revealing that a 
portrait of Keir- Hardie. one 
of the chief architects of the 
new Labour Party of nearly a 
century ago. hangs on the 
wall of his office. For darts 
practice, perhaps? — al¬ 
though such a pastime is 
probably too plebeian for 
new Labour. The image of 
Hardie reproduced by 
Wright and Carter is that of a 
working-class radical, peer¬ 
ing from the front page of an 
early pamphlet. He is a dead 
ringer for the left-wing MP 
and bete noire of new Lab¬ 
our, Jeremy Corbyn. 

Yet Blair and Hardie may 
have more in common than 
meets the eye. After all. 
Handle’s pamphlet was enti¬ 
tled, Young Men in a Hurry. 
He wrote it to help “the 
average politician to calculate 
whether or not" the Indepen¬ 
dent Labour Party, founded 
in 1893, “was likely to prove 
permanent or is merely the 
outcome of some temporary 
aberration which will pass 
away as the years bring 


wisdom". Whether or not 
Blair’s new Labour will also 
be the forerunner of a lasting 
realignment in British poli¬ 
tics is a question that is 
beyond this book's scope. 

New Labour is the phoenix 
that rose from the ashes after 
Margaret Thatcher had de-. 
moUshed old Labour's trade 
union and local government 
citadels. • The “radical 
modernisers." as Wright and 
Carter describe Blair and his 
allies, have been better de¬ 
picted as "neo-Thatcherites", 
by John Biffen in. of all 
places. Tribune — political 
cross-dressing is clearly the 
vogue. Blair and Brown have 
accepted Thatcher's far- 
reaching privatisations and 
her extension of means-test¬ 
ing in the welfare state, Nigel 
Lawson’s 40 per cent top rate 
of income tax. and the Gov¬ 
ernment’s spending limits: 
Now even the burning desire 
of Tony Crosland to abolish 
tiie (expletive deleted) gram¬ 
mar schools is abandoned. 

Wright and Carter appear 
to have air brushed from their 
picture Hugh GaitskelTs 
Eurosceptic cri de coeur at 
his last party conference, in 
which he gave warning that 
British membership of the 
EEC would mean "the end of 
a thousand years of history"- 
And although they acknowl¬ 
edge the fragmentation of' 
Labour’s working-class sup¬ 
port after 1970. they offer no 
adequate explanation. But j 
the authors remind us that 
Peter Mandelson, the archi¬ 
tect of Labour’s new image, is 
the grandson of Herbert 
Morrison. Once the stalwart 
of Labours old-style right 
wing. Morrison defined so¬ 
cialism as being whatever a 
Labour government does. 
His grandson would never 
allow anything as dangerous¬ 
ly revolutionary to be said 
about new Labour. 

Robert Shepherd's Enoch 
Powell: A Biography is 
published by 
Hutchinson , priced £25. 
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CHANGING TIMES 


F or a time in the mid- 
1980s. when his poem A 
Letter won the Arvon 
Competition, when he and 
Blake Morrison edited the 
Penguin Book of Contempo¬ 
rary British Poetry together, 
and when Penguin published 
Dangerous Play, his early 
selected poems, Andrew Mo¬ 
tion looked to be in the 
absolute mainstream of Brit¬ 
ish poetry of the time: writing 
poems that were talky and 
oblique, working on a fusion 
of image, narrative and voice, 
stealing the clothes of prose 
fiction. 

Since then, having tried — 
and then thrown in — his 
| hand at fiction himself, then 
I rapidly becoming an experi- 
enced biographer (a triple 
header of the Lambert family, 
his Larkin, a shiny new Keats 
out in a few months), poetry 
ffias changed for him. and his 
own poetry has changed too. 
One couldn't any longer call 
him typical. He has left the 
mainstream and is hacking 
his way into his own 
undergrowth. 

His books now tend to be 
longer, and to contain fewer, 
longer poems (his last volume. 
The Price o/ Everything, just 
two). They like to accommo¬ 
date prose — the second pan of 
Salt Water, entitled Sailing to 
Italy, is his prose journal of 
taking a sailing boat to Rome, 
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Andrew Motion: poems that reveal his temperament 
Michael Hofmann Thames like Shelley 


SALTWATER 
By Andrew Motion 

Faber. £7.99 
ISBN0571190191 


following in the watery foot¬ 
steps of the dying Keats in 
IS2G. And the verse in them is 
pured into stout and service¬ 
able forms: rhymed couplets 
and quatrains, blank verse. 
Writing about Keats has had 
an effect too — as writing on 
Philip Larkin did previously. 
There are soul-landscapes like 

The Clearing, a poem about 


the Thames like Shelley's 
Alastor. 

What you get in these new 
poems is a peculiar collision — 
again, not unlike the Roman¬ 
tics — between matter and 
manner. It's as though writing 
so much prose in toe past ten 
years has made Motion bigger 
and bolder and bluffer. He is 
unfussy and plain-spoken, 
even impatient, no longer will¬ 
ing or able to wait for toe 
poetic formulation or image. 
The poems begin loudly and 
confidently: "This is a long 
rime ajga" “I would like to 
make ir clear." “I won't say 
much about it now." But at toe 
same time, these robust poems 


are about ghosts: those of 
Keats, of the poet's mother, of 
friends who died in the sink¬ 
ing of the Marchioness and of 
cancer. 

The}’ become that strange 
thing: an almost impersonal 
pursuit of Morion’s innermost 
feelings of sadness and depres¬ 
sion: an unapologetic venting 
of his own temperament, both 
in the poems and in the 
journal, when, for instance, in 
a flat calm off Trafalgar, he is 
gripped by a fury: “I want to 
stick a marlin spike up his 
arse and throw him to the , 
shark which has just idled i 
past. its fin slick and alert." 

As those brilliant adjectives 
show. Morion has not lost or 
given up all his finesse by any 
means: a rainy day has inter¬ 
mittent “squirts" of hot sun¬ 
shine. an aeroplane "dren¬ 
ches" the boat with its noise, a 
pigeon "stamps" in its bowls of 
water. Bui Salt Water is 
characterised less by such 
subleries of lone and observa¬ 
tion toon by insistence and 
volume. "I love ir." Motion 
writes of the river, nr, in a 
poem about a dress: "I hate — 

I really hate — to think of some 
other bum/ swinging those 
heavy flower-heads left to 
right." It is meant. 1 think, to 
be Frost's “the sound of sense", 
but I hear too much toe 
grinding of gears and spin¬ 
ning of lyres. 
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He did amuse her, at least 


BOOKS 39 


_— R °y Strong on Queen 

_ Victoria’s beloved Prince 

_ .Consort, architect of the 

modern monarchy _ 

I SriS Z h0lida ; no secret of the fact that 

„ his early demise had curtailed 
_. 1 *“5 recaJJ these delights. For the rest of 


It’s not unusual 
to be tempted 
by lost love 


dratyn up by her giving him 
precise instructions as to what 
he was to wear .each day. This 
was not the only instance of 
her. ■ well-meant ■Germanic 
thoroughness that came to 
mind as r read the life of 
Prince Albert What is it about 
this younger sdon of an im¬ 
poverished German duchy 
which produces a kind of 
instant mental switch-off? 

Here was a consort seem¬ 
ingly ideal for an age. a 
Victorian new man who not 
only loved his wife but was 
also loyal to her, who went on 
to educate her, who, in addi¬ 
tion, was unstintingly devoted 
to good causes 
and good works, Rov * 
to education, sci- _ J ** 
ence, technology AI , 

and the arts - ^ 

besides having a Uncrow 

commitment to By S 

improving the lot Well 

of the lower or- John Mi 
ders. But yet he ISBN07 

never captures 
the heart or the 
imagination. And that is not 
because he has been tarnished 
by a posthumous verdict, the 
result of two wars- against 
Germany in this century, for h 
was a view that was firmly 
subscribed to within his own 
lifetime. 

Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Go- 
rha was the younger son of the 
ruler of a duchy half the size of 
the Isle of Wight, one of those 
tiny Thuringian states which 
had produced a long line of 
Hanoverian consorts. His 
father was no model prince : 
and his mother vanished into 
exile for an indiscretion.- It was 
an unhappy childhood, but 
Albert was prectotious and . 
responded to a formidable 
education. The Coburgs were 
not only bright but pnshy. 
Unde Leopold had. been mar¬ 
ried to George rv*S daughter.: 
Charlotte, and after her de¬ 
mise became King of the 
Belgians. • ■' i \- ■ 

By 4836 it was-clear that his 
niece, Victoria, would succeed 
and that she would need a' 
husband. What no one could- ., 
have predicted was; that-she 
would be besotted "biy : him; 
epitomised by the famous fine 
in her journal: “It was with 
some emotion that 1 beheld 
Albert — who is beautiful." It 
is dear that he must have been 
wonderful in bed. for even in 
that reticent age the Queen 


Fleas, 

lice 

and 

admen 


S ir Urn Bell is a brilliant 
salesman, on behalf of 
himself as well as his 
clients, particularly Margaret 
Thaidier. She was, and is, for 
Bell what Irene Adler was for 
Sherlock Holmes. " the 
woman". Sir Tim (knighted in 
the Thatcher resignation Hon¬ 
ours List) has graduated from 
being one of the main archi¬ 
tects of the success of the 
original Saatchi and Saatchi to 
being the confidant and advis¬ 
er to the rich and famous in 
rimes of trouble and stress. He 
is what would have been 
described as a man of business 
or a contact man, a superb 
fixer in that incestuous world 

of Tory businessmen and 
newspaper editors. _ 

As such, Bell merits a biog¬ 
raphy, though he discou raged 
Mark Hollingsworth '.from 
writing this one. Hollings¬ 
worth has written several 
books on the seamier side of 
politics and an' unauthorised 
study of Mark Thatcher, with¬ 
out question the most disliked 

person ni theThattherorde. 

But this book is far from a 
hatchet job, though 
balance that would have come 
from Bell’s cc^pa^jm and 
there are several niggtag ™- 
acoiraries, particularly on 

instances where Bell's ad- 


Roy Strong 

ALBERT 
Uncrowned King 
By Stanley 
Weintraub 


John Murray. £25 
ISBN O719557569 


■stud nine children followed, 
and the Queen, who never had 
much of a head, far business, 
1st the Prince gradually take 
over the affairs of government 
By the 1840s royal power had 
already been reduced to warn¬ 
ing and advising, but Albert's 
preoccupation was to prevent 
any farther erosion. Indeed, in 
foreign affairs he seems to 
have crossed the constitutional 
borderline with a passionate 
commitment to German unifi¬ 
cation. 

The Prince Consort was 
certainly Albert the Good, 
hard-working to excess, dedi¬ 
cated and devoted, but he was 
also humourless, 
brong lacking tbe com- 

-- mon touch and 

was never truly 

gate seems to 
ranb have been totally 

missing, his time 
557569 often being wast- 

— ed on minutiae 

like designing 
the VC medal and hats for 
army officers. And he emerges 
as curiously friendless. That 
failure to evoke affection is 
reflected in the fact that he was 
accorded the title Prince Con¬ 
sort by the Queen, Victoria 
realising that Parliament 
would never grant it 
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B ut he did undoubted¬ 
ly change the face of 
die monarchy from 
being too often frivo¬ 
lous to being dull .but worthy. 
Here came together what has 
kept his successors on the 
throne: the support of chari¬ 
ties. the association with nat¬ 
ional enterprises, die honour¬ 
ing of heroes, the exemplary 
domestic life. To achieve that 
he isolated the Crown from the 
dd upper cfasses, rendering it 
seemingly bourgeois. He also 
cultivated retreat — Balmoral 
and Osborne are monuments 
to that. Even today ministers 
have to grind - their way to 
inaccessible areas of the is¬ 
land, And although his public 
persona emerges as being as 
chilly' as one of the iron 
columns ofhis Crystal Palace, 
the Great Exhibition of 1851 — 
his child more than anyone 
CISC’s -r has came to symbolise 
die triumphs of an age. 

Stanley Weintraub is a dili¬ 
gent and painstaking biogra¬ 
pher and here it ail is, but he is 


J/f-y. f " r 

tmm ■; 

1 ' \ 

if-. • 




Landseer’s portrait of Victoria and Albert dressed as Queen Philippa and Edward III fora costume ball in 1842 


IT IS hard not to visualise 
Nina Bawden's new novel 
as a rollicking television 
series along the lines of A 
Year in Provence or (better) 
Nice Work, which at once 
indicates its weakness as 
well as die strength of story 
and amiable lightness of 
touch. The jacket blurb 
claims the novel is “reminis¬ 
cent of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream” In the un¬ 
likeliness of its couplings, 
yet the comparison must be 
rejected, if only because in A 
Nice Change there is noth¬ 
ing of the patronising cruel¬ 
ty dished out to Bottom by 
the tedious fairies. Baw¬ 
den's world is benign; little 
darkness is 
permitted to Bel-ft 

shadow its Ae- _ 

gean sun. A > 

A morley r „. 

crowd of tour- _ 

ists boards the By Ninj 

hotel minibus Vtrag 

at the airport. ISBN / i 

at the begin- ~ — 

rung of a 
Greek package holiday. 
Bawden introduces her cast 
with vivid economy: the 
Labour MP Tom Jones and 
his wife Amy, Tom's former 
mistress Portia, the Ameri¬ 
can publisher Philip, the 
young doctor Prudence, an 
odd British couple called 
Mr and Mrs Boot and a set 
of elderly, elegant and enig¬ 
matic twins, die Farrell 
sisters. Later, at the hotel, 
they are added to in the 
shape of Prudence’s tire¬ 
some grandmother, and 
Tom’s likeable father Vic. 

The double resonance of 
the name Tam Janes is 
oddly dis tra ct i ng; perhaps 
irony is intended since the 
testy, middle-aged MP. re¬ 
covering from an operation 
on his piles, is far removed 
from both changeling 
charmer and crooner. For 
Jones, the accidental pres¬ 
ence of his ex-mistress on 
this tour is unbelievable 
and threatening; for Portia 
there is pleasure both in his 
discomfort and in die fact 
that she can be friendly to 


Bel Mooney 

A NICE 
CHANGE 
By Nina Bawden 

Virago, £15.99 
ISBN 1860492762 


the wife — who has no 
knowledge that she was die 
anonymous mistress of the 
past. Amy herself is afflicted 
with sexual longing for the 
handsome American. Phil¬ 
ip. while he. recovering 
from the suicide of his wife, 
is drawn to the sensible 
young doctor Prudence — 
and finds youth as well as 
love again. The Boots are 
comic caricatures; the Far¬ 
rell sisters creations of ge¬ 
nius who merit a novel to 
themselves rather than just 
an incidental role in the 
central Jones/Portia story. 

The stage is set. and if 
these mortals are fools, 
there is no sense of a deus ex 
machina that 

ooney makes diem 

- so. nor of any 

IQ? serious innate 

MCE stupidity, or 

_ even wicked- 

Bawden ness, leading 

£15.99 them into 

0492762 temptation. 

■ ■ S They are only 

complicated e- 
nough for the twists of the 
story; there is nothing with¬ 
in them to change one's 
perception of die world. For 
some readers this will be a 
relief: for others a frustra¬ 
tion — the lack of any real 
inner life in these characters 
is a flaw. Philip's personal 
tragedy is not dwelt cm; h is 
the means by which he is 
propelled into a new Life. 
The staleness within the 
Jones marriage is not ex¬ 
plored to any properdegree. 

Leave that for other writ¬ 
ers. Bawden's agenda is 
different here; she is propel¬ 
ling us towards a happy 
ending as surely as she 
places her characters in its 
way. They are particles 
bouncing around the Uni¬ 
verse. stumbling upon hap¬ 
piness by accident if they 
are lucty. and not hurting 
each other much in be¬ 
tween. Their mysteries and 
longings are sorted out, and 
Bawden manages at once to 
convey the randomness of 
things and a sense of design 
at the heart of the Universe. 


saddled with die problem that 
his hero falls short. This is a 
fine, well-researched life but, 
aias. Albert fails to live up to 
the prince of romance of 
Laurence Houseman's plays 
which Weintraub quotes from 
time to rime. The author also 
suffers from die deficiency that 
being American he writes 
from outside rather chan in. 

Beautiful Albert may have 
been, but he was also stiff and 
unbending. Already running 
to seed by his early thirties, 
balding, puff-faced and portly, 
it is interesting to speculate 


what would have happened 
had he lived to a ripe old age. 
We would at least have been 
spared all'those siatues which 
his widow spent her rime 
unveiling. The British have 
always been chary of the 
interfering consorts of their 
Queens from Philip II of Spain 
down to Philip. Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh. And in that perhaps 
they've been right. 

Sir RoySimng was Director o f 
the \ icioria and Albert Museum. 
167+87: his latest bt mk. The 
Story of Britain, is published by 
Hutchinson, priced £25. 


Lover of both faith and reason 

T , Abe^"^42, P S Roger Scruton admires a thinker 

X. always be famous as the who found salvation in philosophy discussions of D0SSiMi 



T he philosopher Peter 
Abelard (1079-1142) will 
always be famous as the 
lover of HfeloTse, and the 
greatest of love's victims, who 
was not granted even the 
escape-clause enjoyed by Tris¬ 
tan. Lancelot. Romeo and the 
thousand other men who have 
died for love while still able to 
make it In his day, however. 
Abelard was more famous as a 
teacher of logic, and notorious 
less for his tragic affair than 
for his heretical doctrines. It is 
uncertain who wrote the let¬ 
ters between Abelard and 
Heloise; but John Marenbon 
mounts a credible case for 
their authenticity. 

What is certain is that 
Abelard was not merely the 
lover of his former pupil, but 
also her husband, and the 
father of her son. His castra¬ 
tion- brought about by Helo- 
ise's wicked guardian and 
uncle, caused Abelard to take 
up the monastic life. There¬ 
after he addressed many of his 
works to his wife, who at his 
request had become a nun. 
Heloise rose to be prioress, as 
Abelard became abbot, but 
their story resides less in the 
religious quietus that they 
both finally achieved, than in 
its tumultuous beginnings. 


A belard wrote his own 
account of his misfor¬ 
tunes — the Historia 
Calamiiatum. His purpose in 
doing so was not to dwell on 
his tragic loss but to put it 
behind him, so as to devote 
himself to the religious life. 
However, conflicts of doctrine 
and personality with the all- 
powerful St Bernard left him 
in danger of excommunication 
for heresy. 

Christianity was not yet 
inoculated against the virus of 
philosophy, and Abelard, who 
was one of the first to construct 
a theological system based in 
Aristotelian logic — or what 
could be understood of Aristo¬ 
telian logic, from the frag¬ 
ments then available — was 
less cautious than he might 
have been in his theological 
conclusions. He was a bril¬ 
liant teacher who returned to 
teaching whenever the oppor¬ 
tunity arose. And he was a 
remarkable thinker, who an¬ 
ticipated the Thomist attempt 


The darlings of a glamo: 
compared her to another wt 


rous crowd: Bell with Joan Collins in 1989 — he had 


woman for whom he had admiration. Margaret Thatcher 


of his conviction for indecent 
exposure in 1977. and his use 
of cocaine from then until the 
early 1980s. are included. But 
his cocaine problem was hard¬ 
ly a secret in the political and 
media world and is treated by 
Hollingsworth in a generally 
sympathetic way in the context 
of his personal stress at a rime 
when he was falling out with 
the Saatchi brothers. He also 
acknowledges his happy fam¬ 
ily life now. , . 

Indeed. Hollingsworth has 
in some ways fallen for Bell's 
outrageous and indiscreet 
charm, which one colleague 
says reminded him of “an 
extremely powdered and pam- 


Peter Riddell 

THE ULTIMATE 
SPIN DOCTOR 
The Life and Fast 
Times of Tim Bell 
By Mark Hollingsworth 
Hodder P Stoughton. £20 
ISBNO.WbhWO 


don Reece. Maurice S'nurchi. 
Alistair McAipinc, David 
Young and. on the fringes. 
Jeffrey Archer, who were 
mainly of service to her per¬ 
sonally. Apart from Young, 
they had no influence nn the 
development of Thatcherism. 


ics. _ ra ad- wred courtesan". Bell has, an The real heavyweights o the 
Stances where Bells ad pww ^ ^ powerful ar Thatcher years were ke.rl. 
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the way to treat Margarei 
Thatcher was as a woman, 
flirting with her and making 
her laugh. 

No one disputes the success 
of Lowe Bell Communications. 
But the question remainSi 
what was Sir Tim Bril’s contri¬ 
bution to politics? He wjj T*n 
of that group of ™ a! “® r 
courtiers, also including Gor- 


Howe. Nigel Lawson and 
Norman Tebbit as policymak¬ 
ers, and Willie Whitelaw as 
the vital political engineer. 
After the departure of the 
latter and her falling out with 
Howe, Lawson and Tebbit. 
she was doomed. The court¬ 
iers, like Bell, never really 
understood this because they 
were besotted with her. 


Iliese courtiers all exagger- 
ak-d the importance of adver¬ 
tising and of political 
campaigns. Most were in¬ 
volved in the entirely unneces¬ 
sary panics which were 
regular features of the 
Thatcher elections. Hollings¬ 
worth quotes the scepticism of 
the redoubtable Sir Bernard 
Ingham, who was always 
suspicious of Bell's role and 
d< hi hied the value of his ad¬ 
vice. and of Nigel Lawson. In 
his memoirs. Lawson is dis¬ 
missive of importance of cam¬ 
paign*. and of paid advertis¬ 
ing. Quoting Dr Johnson, he 
describes the relative contribu¬ 
tions m rlu- 1 4 W7 victory of the 
rival advertising agencies bal¬ 
ding lor Mrs Thatcher's ear as 
of "a louse and a Ilea". 

Sir Tim Bell aiul Lord 
Saatchi are involved again this 
time, in what may be the Last 
Hurrah for the old guard. But, 
as in previous campaigns, the 
election may dc|iend less on 
advertising and fixing a few 
editors than on the "public’s 
verdict built up over several 
years which even Sir Tims 
charm cannot r ha nee. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY 
OF PETER ABELARD 
By John Marenbon 

Cambridge University 
Press. £40 
ISBN 0521553970 

to unite ancient philosophy 
and Christian religion. In an 
age dominated by educated 
clergy such a person was 
bound to be seen as a threat 
Abelard's admiration for the 
pagan philosophers led him to 
find, in their writings, antici¬ 
pations of the leading Chris¬ 
tian doctrines. And he saw the 
ancient virtues as stages on the 
way to Christian salvation. 

Central to Abelard's ethics is 
another ancient idea: that man 
is distinguished from the rest 
of nature by his rationality. 
The rational being has free 
will, and with it the choice 
between salvation and damna¬ 
tion. The truths of religion 
must be perceivable to reason, 
if we are freely to believe them: 
philosophy must therefore 
show the rational basis even 
for the most daunting of 
religious ideas — such as the 
Trinity. Reason will tend of its 
own accord towards these 
religious ideas — and Abelard * 
was comforted to find a ver¬ 
sion of the Trinity in Plato. 

John Marenbon has buried 
himself in Abelard’s writings 









Abelard and his Heloise 

and in the writings of his 
contemporaries, and produced 
what must be the most schol¬ 
arly account to date of 
Abelard’s ideas. Recent British 
philosophy has noticed Abe¬ 
lard not so much as a Chris¬ 
tian theologian, still less as an 
icon of early medieval culture, 
but as a precursor of the 
“analytical" approach, which 
puts language and logic first. 
Being a Fallow of Trinity 
College. Cambridge, where 
this approach began, Maren¬ 
bon is heavily influenced by it. 
He emphasises Abelard'S 
nominalism (his belief that 
only individuals exist, and that 


ureversals, like the colour 
blue, are no more than words), 
his discussions of possibility 
and necessity, and the places 
where he anticipated recent 
developments in logic and the 
philosophy of language. 

Many readers will find 
these topics rather dull, and I 
am not sure that Marenbon is 
himself entirely switched on ' 
by them. StiJL his is a work of 
scholarship. The footnotes in¬ 
vade up to half of the page, 
and there are no jokes. I 
suppose that is the price you 
pay for a serious book on 
Abelard. Marenbon’S ac¬ 
counts of the theology, of free 
will and the problem of evil 
are well worth the effort 
required to get to them, and 
my only reservation concerns 
the author's nervous habit of 
looking over his shoulder at 
other scholars, acknowledging 
them whenever he can in a 
footnote. This seriously im¬ 
pedes the flow of the argu¬ 
ment Abelard was not so 
polite to those with whom he 
disagreed, partly because, un¬ 
like Marenbon, he was genu¬ 
inely offended by the 
falsehood of their views. 

And that, in the end. is the 
true reason for returning to 
medieval philosophy. For it 
was philosophy written in the 
heat of conviction, by people 
who thought that their salva¬ 
tion and their happiness de¬ 
pended on their conclusions. 
Marenbon awakens an in¬ 
tense longing for that kind of 
philosophy, largely because he 
does not provide it 
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The French connection 


time in ash burl and ama¬ 
ranth and a decade or two 
earlier, from the France of 
Charles X. comes a set of 
furniture including sofas, 
chairs and a games table (N 
Ikodinovic). 



Wooden mirror c. 1720, 
from Daxer & Marschall 


sensibilities will glow at the 
mannerist carving, associat¬ 
ed with the School of Fon¬ 
tainebleau, of the figures on 
a late 16th-century walnut 
cupboard from the time of 
Henry II (J Zeberg). 

Only a Chinese emperor 
could have possessed a 
large lacquer casket 
carved with dragons: it is 
from the Quianlong per¬ 
iod. c. 1736-1795 (Ben 
Janssens). 

PORCELAIN AND 
POTTERY: Overseas 
trade with China is illus¬ 
trated by a pair of 18th- 
century Qin Dynasty por¬ 
celain candlesticks made 
in a shape derived from 
contemporary European 
silver examples (Luis 
Alegria). From the Tang 
dynasty, 618-907 AD. is a 
remarkable earthenware 
figure of an entertainer 
(Gisele Croes). 

SILVER: Unmistakably 
English in style are three 
Queen Anne silver casters 
by Charles Adams, 1703 
(Koppman) as, in its differ¬ 
ent way, is an oval George 


THE profound influence on 
Europe of French furniture 
styles and techniques is ap¬ 
parent throughout the fair. 
An early ISthcenrury mar¬ 
quetry box by the German 
craftsman Johann Puch- 
wiser is decorated in the 
Parisian Boulle manner 
with tortoiseshell and 
mother-of-pearl (Blumka). 
One of the greatest Ger¬ 
man makers was David 
Roentgen, represented by 
a severely elegant Louis 
XVI mahogany commode 
with gilded-bronze mounts 
(Daxer & Marschall). 

The sweeter mid-centu¬ 
ry rococo style shown in a 
Louis XV gilt-mounted 
marquetry desk by Fran¬ 
cois Mondon (Gierhards) 
is echoed by a set of yellow 
lacquer Italian serpentine- 
backed Piedmontese 
chairs with original nee¬ 
dlework covers (Pelham). 

The English Palladian 
style is apparent from the 
architectural appearance 
of a George II mahogany 
cupboard attributed to 
William Hallert, about 
1740 (Axel Vervoordt). The 
German architect Karl 
Friedrich Schinkd de¬ 
signed a large elm and 
mahogany secretaire made 
by Guillaume Wilhelm 
Dreusike. 1842 (Camoin- 
Demachy). Also in light- 
coloured marquetry, this 


Sturdy English pride will 
be aroused by the uncompro¬ 
mising shape and relatively 
simple decoration of an early 
17th-century James 1 oak 
chest (Huntington). French 


III silver-gilt tray by Ben¬ 
jamin Smith. 1804, with a 
wide border pieced and 
chased with grapes and 
leaves (SJ. Phillips). 

David Coombs 
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Europe’s premier fine art and antiques fair celebrates its tenth birthday next week. - ► 
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Surely the biggest 

certainly the best 


A lthough die European 
Fine Art Fair at Maas¬ 
tricht is celebrating its 
tenth anniversary this year. Its 
origins can be traced to 1975 
when a series of fairs was 
launched in the Dutch city, 
with alternate years devoted 
solely to paintings or to 
antiques. 

In 1965. a longer-established 
rival fair at Ddft was discon¬ 
tinued and Maastricht's alter¬ 
nating events were merged 
into one annual fair. Then in 
198S, die European Fine Art 
Foundation took over the 
event in what was, in effect, a 
buyout by the exhibitors — 
and at that point a regional 
lair became not only the 
leading European event but, 
for many, the world fair. 

Maastricht between Bel¬ 
gium and Germany with Lux¬ 
embourg and France almost 
within view and London a 
convenient distance away, is 
die perfect location for what 
remains primarily a northern 
European fair. The picture 
section is dominated by the 
Dutch and German schools, 
with the French and British in 
attendance. (Richard Green, 
Johnny Van Haeften, 
Noortman and Marlborough 


Fine Arts are among the 
dealers exhibiting). The love 
affair with the Orient carried 
oo with die East Indian com¬ 
panies of Holland. Britain and 
France as intermediaries dur¬ 
ing the 17th and 18th centuries 
is evident among the porcelain 
and works of art, as is the later 
Belgian fascination with Afri¬ 
can art 

The original 1975 picture fair 
brought together 29 dealers 
representing six countries. 
This year there are 167 exhibi¬ 
tors from 13 countries, and the 
simple division between fine 
and plastic arts has grown to 
seven categories: pictures, 
drawings and prints; antiques 
and works of art; textiles; 
antiquities; manuscripts, 
books and maps; jewellery; 
and 20th-century art 

The private view night 
brings together not just the 
rich, die very rich and the 
xriously rich, but museum 
curators, from around the 
world, scholars, dealers and 
more modest collectors. In 
contrast to a saleroom, where 
the auctioneer's opinion alone 
may govern attribution and 
few if any guarantees are 
given, every item at Maas¬ 
tricht comes from a leading 


dealer and has been strictly 
vetted by peers, competitors 
and outside authorities. 

Because of the northern 
bias, there are comparatively 
few Italian paintings on offer. 
But one man who will show 
some Italian works, including 
a portrait of a lady by Bernar¬ 
dino de’ Conti (cl470-1523), is 
Rob Smeets, a Dutchman with 
a gallery in Milan. 

A Dutch painting which 
could symbolise the opening 
night of the fair has been 
brought back to Europe by. 
Jade Kilgore of New York. It is 
Village Wedding by Jan Steen. 
The groom greets his fiancee 
at her house before they 
proceed to the church. Below is 
celebration, bur up above her 
lather and his notary scan the 
marriage contract. 

The furniture on show is 
more varied than anyone used 
to national lairs might expect. 
English oak items brought by 
Huntington Antiques of Stow- 
on-the-Wold. Gloucestershire, 
and an elegant Ming piece 
shown by Grace Wu Bruce of 
Hoag Kang, take their place 
with French, Italian, Dutch 
and Austro-German items. 

Perhaps the most unexpect¬ 
ed — but in many ways 



Bernardino de* Conti's Portrait of a Lady (Rob Smeets) 


bought two items during the 
past ten years, but I consider 
both to have been bargains. I- ; 
am also immensejy the richer 1 

for my annual visits. 

Huon Mallalieu 


welcome — stand is that of 
Andrew Bruce, the London 
wine consultant, whose offer¬ 
ings are works of art indeed. 

Those with shorter pockets 
need not be deterred by the 
finery on show. ( have only 
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Willem van de Velde ihe Younger 
Leiden 1633-1707 London 


‘A calm sea' 
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--^22Hl^£^lers, collectors, historians and browsers, it is an unmissable event 


Miracles in 
ivory, metal 
and lacquer 


ional collection. This year h is m W00d 0r 

drawn from^the treasuries ajid 


museums of Maastricht itself 
a ®^ near ^y cities, and consists 
of fine examples of medieval 
ivory carving— a craft which 
once flourished in the region, 
“penally in the early 17th 
century. These unbuyable reli¬ 
quaries, reliefs and other intri¬ 
cately carved pieces serve as 
an introduction to the works of 
art in the fair - all of which 
are for sale. 


The Maastricht fair is 
from March 8-16. 

Eurostar (0345 303030) 
runs Waterloo-Brussels, 
then a shuttle takes 
visitors via Brussels 
Airport to the fair (the 
shuttle must be booked, 
ring 0031736145165). 


, -«• utuu i 

polychrome wooden al&rpiece 
of about 1515 framing an 
Adoration of the Magi which 
was once in the collection of 
the Dukes of Norfolk. 

More sculpture in clay, 
wood, ivory and bronze from 
the early I6th to the mjd-18th 
centuries will be shown by 
Julius Bohler of Munich. A 
36cm 16th-century bronze fig¬ 
ure of Jupiter demonstrates 
that a fine physique is not 
necessarily body-built ugli¬ 
ness. while a baroque ivory 
bow! and cover carved with 
river deities by Balthasar 
Griessmann around 1660 
shows the wonderful versatili¬ 
ty of the material. 

Robert Bowman of London 
continues the story with 19th 
and 20th-century sculptures, 
including this year a delicious 
2lcm Degas bronze of a danc¬ 
er. from the edition of 22 cast 
shortly after his death. 

Each year I huny to the 
stand of Luis Elvira from 
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Oil on panel by Jan van Gcyen (1596-1656). from leading British dealer Richard Green 


Castellon. Spain, who 
specialises in intriguing metal 
artefacts. Usually there are 
extraordinary little boxes with 
intricate locks and beautiful, 
elaborate, keys. This year, a 
contrast in both scale and 
simplidty. there is also a pair 
of wrought iron and elm 
palace doors made in China 
around 1510. 

Among the inevitable blue- 
and-white and armorial wares 
on the Oriental stands, 
Vanderven & Vanderven of‘s- 
Hertogenbosch rarely fad to 
provide something to intrigue. 
One such is a Tang terracotta 
figure of a Lokapala, or tomb- 


guardian. This creature has a 
mostly human body, a mon¬ 
key head with flaming hair 
and massive teeth, and three 
ciaw-like fingers. It may be 
only 2Scm high, but it intimi¬ 
dates as intended. 

The ultimate accessory for 
Turandot at Glyndeboume is 
to be found with Ben Janssens 
of London. H is a Ted lacquer 
picnic-set richly carved with 
imperial five-da wed dragons 
sporting in waves. It is fined 
with trays and a gilt bronze- 
lined teapot, caddy and bowls. 
No other Qianlong period 
(1736-1795) casket is known 
with such unusual contents. 


which means it may have been 
made for the Emperor 
himself. 

Many stands carry a mixed 
stock, and the conjunctions 
and contrasts can be pleasur¬ 
able. An instance is Pieter 
Hoogendijk of Baarn in the 
Netherlands, whose entry in 
the catalogue has a stately 
12th-century Khmer Buddha 
apparently declining the offer 
of a swirling shell-shaped 
silver-gilt bowl made in 1628 
by Christiaen van Vianen, a 
member of a distinguished 
line of smiths. 

Huon Maliaueu 
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A treasure-trove of books 


OF THE seven categories of 
exhibits at Maastricht, argu¬ 
ably the most eagerly-await¬ 
ed by serious collectors and 
dealers is the rare books 
division. Although there are 
several fine and rare book 
fairs in Europe and America 
each year, few have such an 
extraordinary variety of 
treasures. 

Amid such an embar¬ 
rassment of riches, one 
offering from Les Enlum- 
inures of Paris cries out to 
be noticed: a stunning 
illuminated manuscript, 
The Boswell Book of 
Hours, produced in either 
Northern France or Flan¬ 
ders. (possibly Bruges) 
c 1460-70. This contains 
172 complete folios, ten 
full-page miniatures and 

various elaborate initials 
and borders — the prima¬ 
ry media are gouache and 
highly burnished gold leaf 
on parchment The bind¬ 
ing is am temporary, and 
the price is $100,000. 

Another superb illuminat¬ 
ed manuscript is offered by 
Antiquariat Jomo Gunher of 
Hamburg: Petrarch’s Seven 
Penitential Psalms, the illu¬ 
minations by The Master of 
Grimani Brevier. This 
Bruges script is also in its 
original binding, and dates 
bade to c 1505. 

As one has come to expect 
London dealer Bernard 


Shapero, has on offer a 
wealth of spectacular items. 
Probably the most magnifi¬ 
cent is Delle Loggie Di 
Rafaele Net Vaticano 
(Rome. 1772-76) — two parts 
in one elephantine folio 
comprising 30 huge and 
splendid engraved plates de¬ 
picting Raphael's frescoes in 
the Vatican. There are many 



Iitho: 

Angasi 


George 

Shapero) 


double sheet-plates and a 
wonderful panoramic view 
of the entire gallery made up 
of three sheets — all finely 
and richly hand-coloured. 
This covetable volume is 
priced at £65,000. 

Shapero’s wide, first-rate 
range also indudes a first 
edition of a mid 19th-century 
work, regarded as the best 
contemporary illustrated 


portrayal of Hong Kong, it 
is Auguste Berger'S La Chine 
et les Chinois (Plans. 1842). 
This large-folio volume com¬ 
prises 32 views on 25 sepia 
lithographed plates, and of¬ 
fers fine views of Hong 
Kong, Macao and Canton, 
concentrating on the realities 
of everyday life In the 
publisher's original moroc¬ 
co-backed cloth, the folio is 
offered at EI4500. 

Also from Shapero is a 
fine set of 30 hand-col¬ 
oured lithographs of black 
southern Africans, a first 
edition, in large folio, by 
George French An gas. 
produced in London in 
1S49. An gas, who spent 
two years in southern Afri¬ 
ca. later produced works 
on the Australian Aborigi¬ 
nes and the New Zealand 
Maoris. This volume — in 
modem half morocco with 
raised bands and gilt 
edges — is E6.750. 

One unusual item, 
from London dealer Sam 
Fogg Rare Books and Manu¬ 
scripts, is a rare 15th-century 
English alabaster altar 
piece. 

A further attraction of the 
fair is thar the buyer can 
relax , knowing thar every 
item has been vetted for 
quality and authenticity: so, 
buy with confidence. 

Joseph Connolly 


Daniel Katz ltd 


European Sculpture 6* Works of Art 
Old Master Paintings 
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THE^^rTIMES 

Fine Art & 
Antiques 

The Times will once again be 
publishing a special Art A Antiques 
Fairs Supplement on June enl iT) /. 

Comprising relevant eelitorral end 
advertising in relation to the four major 
London Fairs, this exciting supplement 
will offer an opportunity for advertisers 
to promote themselves to over 2 
million readers. 

For details please contact: 

.Shirley MeGlynn 
on 0171 680 6892 
or 0171 680 6801. 



RARE BOOKS 


Specialists in rare books 

INCLUDING NATURAL HISTORY, TRAVEL, 
BAEDEKERS, ILLUSTRATED BOOKS, 
ENGLISH AND CONTINENTAL 
LITERATURE AND FINE BINDINGS. 

ANTJQIVUUAN PRLNTS & MAPS 
AND NINETEENTH CENTURY PHOTOGRAPHY 
in The Gallery Downstairs. 



32 SAINT GEORGE STREET. LONDON W1R OEA 
TELEPHONE 0171 493 0876 FAX 0171 C29 7860 
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^6. Albemarle Street, London WlX 4BY 
Telephone: 0171-629 5161 Facsimile: 0171-629 6338 
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ANDREW BRUCE wffl again h*ve 


a stand (218A) at the largest Earopeu Art Fair. 


As 



HIGH JEWELLERY, STAND 127 


GALERIE CLAUDE 
BERNARD 

7-9, rue des Beaux Arts, 75006 Paris 
Tel: 01 43-26-97-07 Fax: 0.1 46-33-04-25 
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FernandHGEk 1944 "Les Cydistes" China ink & gwaektJpaper 36 x 54 an. 

Presenting works by the 
Goldsmith Goudji and 
19th and 20th century Masters . 
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Court of Appeal 


Law Report March 61997 Queen’s Bench Division 


Insolvency assistance request 


Hughes and Others v Hanno¬ 
ver Ruckversicherungs- 
Aktiengcsdlschaft 

Before Lord Justice Roch. Lord 
Justice Morrill and Lord Justice 
Thorpe 

[Judgment January 28[ 

When faced with a request for 
assistance under section 426 of the 
Insolvency Act 1086 a court in 
England had available its own 
common law as weO as the 
statutory insolvency law of Eng¬ 
land and Wales or of the request¬ 
ing country. The court had to 
consider in accordance with those 
three sources of law whether the 
request might properly be granted 
and in cases where discretion was 
to he exercised the request could 
never be conclusive. 

The Court of Appeal so stated in 
a reserved judgment when 
dismissing an appeal by Chris¬ 
topher Hughes, David Lines and 
niter Mitchell against an order of 
Mr Justice Knox on April3. 1996 
declining to continue injunctive 
relief in respect of ‘any and all 
jurisdictions" outside England and 
Wales as sought in a letter of 
request from the Supreme Court of 
Bermuda. 

The appellants were joint pro¬ 
visional liquidators of a company 
who wished to restrain proceed¬ 
ings against that company issued 
by Hannover Ruckversicfterungs- 
AkriengeseflschafL 
Secrion 426 of the Insolvency Act 
1986 provided: "(4) The courts 
having jurisdiction in relation to 
insolvency law in any part of the 
United Kingdom shall assist the 
courts having the corresponding 
jurisdiction in any other pan of the 
United Kingdom or any relevant 
country or territory. 

“(5) For the purposes of sub¬ 
section (4} a request made to a 


court in any part of the United 
Kingdom by a court in any other 
parr of the United Kingdom or in a 
relevant country is authority for 
the court to which the request is 
made to apply, in relation to any 
matters specified in the request, 
the insolvency law which is ap¬ 
plicable by either court in relation 
to comparable matters falling 
within its jurisdiction. 

“(10) In this section ‘insolvency 
law’ means — (a) in relation to 
England and Wales, provision 
made by or under this Act or 
sections 6 to 10, 12,15,19(c) and 20 
(with Schedule I) of the Company 
Directors Disqualification Act 1986 
and extending to England and 
Wales ... (d) in relation to any 
relevant country or territory, so 
much of the law of that country or 
territory as corr es ponds to pro¬ 
visions foiling within any of the 
foregoing paragraphs." 

Mr Gabriel Moss, QC and Miss 
Susan Prevezer for the appellants; 
Mr Marlin Pascoe for Hannover. 

LORD JUSTICE MORRITT 
said that the issues arising 
concerning construction were: 

1 What was comprised in the 
words “insolvency law“ as defined 
in subsection (10)? 

2 What was the interrelationship 
between subsections (4) and (5) 
with regard to the ability of the 
courts in England to assist the 
courts of the other parts of the UK 
or of the relevant countries or 
territories? 

3 What was the nature and extent 
of the obligation imposed by 
subsection (4)? 

The provisions of section 426 
had been considered in three 
reported cases, two of which were 
considered in the judgment under 
appeal: see Re Dali hold (J1992| 
BCLC 621); Re Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International SA (No 
9) (|I904| 2 BCLC 636) and Re 


Focus Insurance Company Q19%J 
BCC659). 

In his Lordship's view, a histori¬ 
cal survey of the authorities and 
statutory predecessors of section 
426 revealed a number of material 
propositions. 

The assistance afforded to the 
requesting court was the result of 
an exercise of the English court's 
general equitable jurisdiction. The 
orders made recognised that issues 
would have to be determined by 
due process of law. 

U was not Parliament's intention 
when enacting section 426 to 
restrict the jurisdiction or ability of 
the courts in England to afford 
assistance to other courts in the 
UK or other relevant countries and 
territories. 

Cases decided under earlier 
legislation were all ones where die 
court exercised general jurisdic¬ 
tion. whereas those derided under 
section 426 were examples of the 
court exercising jurisdiction con¬ 
ferred specifically by the Insol¬ 
vency Ad or of its general powers 
ancillary to such jurisdiction. 

It seemed to his Lordship on the 
first issue of construction that the 
wording of subsection (10) was 
such as to supply a complete 
definition. Thus it stated what the 
words “insolvency law" meant, not 
what they included. 

Further, the words “provisions 
made by or under this Act" did not 
in their normal meaning include 
provisions made by some quite 
different Act such as the general 
power to grant injunctions under 
section 37 of the Supreme Court 
Ad 1981. 

The earlier statutory provisions 
showed that the jurisdiction that 
might be exercised was not limited. 
The position under section 426 was 
the same. 

Reference to “insolvency law” in 
426(4) served to identify the courts 


Appropriate forum for 
matrimonial case 


Butler v Butler 

Before Sir Stephen Brown. Presi¬ 
dent. Lord Justice Hobhouse and 
Lord Justice Ward 

Pudgment February 19] 

The test to be applied when 
deciding on the most appropriate 
forum in matrimonial proceedings 
was the statutory test of a balance 
of fairness including convenience. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
when allowing the wife); appeal 
from the refusal by Judge Good¬ 
man. sitting as a deputy High 
Court judge, on NnvemberJO. 1995 
to gram a stay in respect of the 
husband's divorce petition issued 
in the United Kingdom on March 
15.1995. 

The wife had instituted divorce 


proceedings in Florida on April 27. 
1995 and contended that, on the 
facts, Florida was the more conve¬ 
nient forum. 

Mr Thomas B ruder ell for the 
wife: Mr Martin fainter. QC and 
Mr Nigel Dyer for the husband. 

THE PRESIDENT said thar 
where there were competing pe¬ 
titions for divorce m two jurisdio- 
tions. matters were regulated by 
section 5(6) and paragraph 9(1) of 
Schedule 1 to the Domicile and 
Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1971 

Although on the facts it was 
dear that the parties' life together 
had centred on Florida, the trial 
judge had erroneously considered, 
relying on Chatelard v Chaielard 
(unreported. October 24.1988) that 


the wife had not shown that the 
Florida forum was clearly or 
distinctly more appropriate and 
had taken into account various 
irrelevant procedures relating to 
Florida law. 

The statutory discretion could 
only be set aside if it could be 
shown the trial judge was plainly 
wrong. 

Here the connection with Flor¬ 
ida was so overwhelming that it 
was rieasriy the appropriate fo¬ 
rum. Accordingly, the appeal 
would be allowed and the English 
proceedings stayed. 

Lord Justice Hobhouse and Lord 
Justice Ward delivered concurring 
judgments. 

Solicitors: Fladgale Fielder Gor¬ 
don Dadds. 


in any part of the UK on which the 
obligation to assist was cast Those 
courts had their usual jurisdiction 
and powers and there was nothing 
in section 426 to exclude either. 

The purpose of subsection (5) 
was not to reduce that jurisdiction 
or powers but for the purposes of 
(4) only to extend them. Thus the 
court in England faced with a 
request from a relevant country 
could in respect of die matters 
specified in the request apply 
either the insolvency law of the 
country concerned or its own 
insolvency law. 

Subsection (5) introduced the 
hypothesis thai the matters speci¬ 
fied in the request fell within the 
jurisdiction of the court applying 
the insolvency law in so for as 
“comparable matters" would do 
so. 

Thus there was available to the 
court in England when asked for 
assistance under section 426, (a) its 
own general jurisdiction and pow¬ 
ers and either (b) the insolvency 
law of England and Wales or (c) so 
much of the law of the relevant 
country as corresponded to that 
comprised in (b). 

In the case of (b) and (c) but not 
(a) the court in England was 
entitled to apply such law on the 
hypothesis as to jurisdiction 
concerning the matters specified in 
the request. 

It seemed to his Lordship that on 
chat construction the evident inten¬ 
tion of Parliament was given effect 
to without distorting the language 
of subsection (10). Accordingly his 
Lordship disagreed with Mr Jus¬ 
tice Knox as to the proper 
construction. 

That conclusion largely disposed 
of the second issue The purpose of 
subsection (5) was to extend the 
jurisdiction of the court. 

In relation to the third issue, the 
obligation to assist Has imposed 
on a court and not some executive 
agency. The function of the court 
was to consider whether in ac¬ 
cordance with the three sources of 
law identified as (a), (bl and (c) 
above the assistance might prop¬ 
erly be granted. 

His Lordship did not think, that 
the request oould ever be conclu¬ 
sive as to the manner in which the 
court's discretion should be 
exercised. 

The assistance should be given 
if. in accordance with the law to be 
applied, the relief sought could 
properly be granted. 

In cases requiring die exercise of 
a discretion the fact of the request 
was a weighty matter to be taken 
into account hut it could not 
outweigh all others. 

His Lordship would approve Re 
DatlhoUL Re BCCf No 9 and Re 
Focus Insurance Ltd. 

Lord Justice Thorpe and Lord 
Justice Roch agreed. 

Solicitors: Freshfields; Lovell 
White DurranL 


Defects in disciplinary procedure 


Jones and Another v Welsh 
Rugby Football Union 

Before Mrs Justice Ebswonh 
pudgment February 27] 

It was arguable that failure by a 
rugby union's disciplinary com¬ 
mittee either to allow a player to 
challenge by question or evidence 
the factual basis of the allegation 
against him or to vary its proce¬ 
dures far viewing video evidence 
without good reason was unfair- A 
player challenging such unfair 
treatment should not be suspended 
from playing pending resolution of 
the issue. 

Mrs Justice Ebswonh so stated 
in a judgment given in open court 
at the request of (he parties 
following a hearing in chambers in 
the Queen's Bench Division when 
granting Mark Jones, a player 
with Ebbw VaJe RFC. the second 
plaintiff, an injunction lifting a 
four-week suspension imposed on 
December 10, 19% by the Welsh 
Rugby Football Union’s disci¬ 
plinary committee. Mr Jones had 
been sent off for fighting in a 
match with Swansea RFC on 
November 9. 1996. He sub¬ 
sequently appeared before a disci¬ 
plinary committee to make 
representations concerning the ref¬ 
eree's report The committee im¬ 
posed a suspension. 

Mr William Norris for the 
plaintiffs; Mr Wyn Williams. QC. 
for the Welsh RFU. 


MRS JUSTICE EBSWORTH 
said dial the plaintiffs complained 
that the disciplinary proceedings 
were fundamentally unfair- in 
summary that the plaintiffs were 
un re pre s ented in real terms and 
that the professional game needed 
a more formalised procedure. 

Mr Norris submitted that in a 
disciplinary context in professional 
sport, from which economic and 
other consequences mighr flow, 
representations by lawyers should 
be an option the Wdsh RFU was 
prepared to consider. 

The existing procedures were 
found in the constitution of the 
Welsh RFU which devolved power 
in relation to discipline to a 
committee operating under resolu¬ 
tion 13. The rules gave the com¬ 
mittee effectively complete 
discretion over the form of their 
own proceedings. The committee 
might invite attendance or 
representation and arojd can wit¬ 
nesses if asked to do so. 

The rules were sufficiently wide 
to enable a response to requests 
made to them to hear particular 
witnesses or receive relevant evi¬ 
dence. it was inquisitorial but that 
did not make it unfair or inad¬ 
equate to do justice. 

Mr Norris did not argue for an 
adversarial system. He submitted 
that the present system gave the 
player no rights. The player was 
entirelv within the hands of the 


committee- Mr Norris invited the 
court to look at how the body 
actually exercised its powers as set 
out in the procedural dootment 
circulated prior to the hearing and 
lo conclude it was lacking in basic 
fairness- 

In her Ladyship’s judgment, the 
issue was whether the committee 
applied the rules with an undue 
rigidity and whether or not the 
rules were unfair. Her Ladyship 
found that there was nothing in 
rule 13 requiring die committee to 
view a film or video of the incident 
in private. 

It was dearly arguable that the 
committee was wrong to refuse to 
vary its procedure for no other 
reason than that it did not do 
things dial way. It seemed to her 
Ladyship that it was also properly 
arguable that a system which in 
effect prohibited a party from 
challenging bv question or by 
evidence the factual basis of die 
allegation against him on its face 
lacked basic fairness. 

Her Ladyship was satisfied that 
those procedural defects, taken in 
the oontext of a professional sport 
amounted to an. arguable case that 
the plaintiffs’ right to defend 
themselves properly and eff¬ 
ectively was denied them. 

Her Ladyship accepted on the 
basis of Ridge v Baldwin 01964] AC 
40) that id act with such fairness 
was required of the defendants. 


Her Ladyship did not have to go 

beyond that before deriding 
whether » was proper to exerase 
discretion to gram an injunction. 

Sport was now big business; 
many people earned their living 
from it in one way or another. It 
would be naive to prerend that the 
modem world of sport could be 
conducted as it used to be not very 
many years ago. It was not 
relevant a to express a view as to 
the conduct the committee dealt 
with and die merits of the sanction 
imposed, but it was clear that the 
result had economic, consequences 
fur both plaintiffs. 

Applying the well established 
principles upon which a man¬ 
datory injunction could be 
granted; was the wrong quanti¬ 
fiable in terms that would mate 
damages an adequate remedy? 

Loss of wages could be cal¬ 
culated: there were, however, 
imponderables. It was a case 
where the practical reality re¬ 
quired the suspension to be lifted 
until the issue was determined 
between the parties: to do so would 
not cost the Welsh RFU money. 

Her Ladyship would not grant 
relief to the club because it did not 
seek representation at the hearing. 
Her Ladyship would grant inter¬ 
locutory rdief id Mr Jones. 

Solicitors: Fieid Fisher 
Waterhouse; Hugh James Jones & 
Jenkins. Cardiff. 


Cost of release of covenants deductible 


Garner (Inspector of Taxes) v 
Pounds Shipowners and 
Shipbreakrrs Ltd 
Same v Pounds 
Before Mr Justice Camwath 
1 Judgment February 21) 

In computing the amount of the 
chargeable gain accruing from the 
grant of an option to purchase 
development land, expenditure in¬ 
curred by the owners of the land to 
secure the release of restrictive 
covenants that affected ir was 
deductible from the amount of the 
consideration paid to them in 
return for granting the option. 

Mr Justice Camwaih so held in 
the Chancery Division dismissing 
the Crown's appeal and uphold¬ 
ing, but for different reasons, the 
determination by fansmouth gen¬ 
eral commissioners that £907000 
paid in May 1990 was an allowable 
deduction in com puling the 
amount of chargeable gains accru¬ 
ing to the taxpayers. Pounds 
Shipowners and Shipbreakers Ltd 
and Henry Frederick Pounds. Mr 
Pounds had died since the hearing 
before the commissioners and the 
appeal was being conducted by the 
executors of his estaie. 

In I9S8 the taxpayers, owners of 
the land, in consideration for 
£399.750 granted an option to 
purchase their shares of the land to 
Mowat Group pic. the sale price 


being in excess of £4 million. The 
option was nev er exercised. 

it was a term of (he option 
agreement that the taxpayers use 
their best endeavours to procure 
releases from certain restrictive 

covenants that affected the land. 
Failure to obtain the releases 
would have required repayment of 
the £399.750 to Mnwat. 

The taxpayers incurred expen¬ 
diture of £90.000 on obtaining the 
releases. The general commis¬ 
sioners held that sum was deduct¬ 
ible under section 32 of the Capital 
Gams Tax Act i979. 

Mr Michael Furness for the 
Crown: Mr David Ewan for the 
taxpayers. 

MR JUSTICE CARNWATH 
said that the issue w as the correct 
treatment for capital gains tax 
purposes of the option price. 
Section 137iP of the 1979 Ad 
provided that the gram of an 
option was the disposal of an asset. 

Part II. Chapter II of the .Act was 
concerned with the computation of 
gains, section 32 serting out 
amounts allowable as a deduction 
from the consideration for a 
disposal. 

The implication, although no¬ 
where stated expressly in the Act 
was thar in a case of an arm's 
length disposal for monetary 
consideration, the consideration 
was the starting point for the 


computation of the gain. 

Aberdeen Construction Group 
Ltd v IRC 1(1978) 52 TC 281) and 
Randall v Plumb (J1975| 1 WLR 
b331 showed that in identifying the 
consideration one should look at 
the particular transaction as a 
whole to see what the disponor 
received for the asset. 

The Crown's case was that the 
consideration for the option was 
that stated in the agreement, 
£399.130. and the taxpayers could 
not bring themselves within any 
provision allowing a deduction to 
be made for the £90,000. 

The truth was. Mr Furness 
argued, that that sum was money 
spent in enhancing the value of the 
land and not of the option and as 
such would properly be taken into 
accounr as a deduction if and when 
the land was sold. 

The commissioners held thar the 
£90.000 should be treated as a 
deduction under section 32 of the 
Act but without specifying which 
limb. Mr Ewart relied on the 
second part of subsection fl)(a): 
expenditure wholly and exclu¬ 
sively incurred in providing ihe 
asset. 

On that argument the Crown 
was correct- It was nut possible to 
fit the circumstances of the case 
into any of the section 32 cate¬ 
gories. The asset was provided 
long before (he expenditure was 


incurred. It was spent purcuanr to 
the option bur not in providing it. 

Mr Ewan'S alternative sub¬ 
mission depended on the identi¬ 
fication of the consideration. He 
submitted thar by analogy with 
Randall v Plumb the onerous 
obligation under the agreement 
was to be taken into account in 
computing the amount of the 
consideration. Best evidence of the 
value of the obligation, he said, 
was the £90.000 actually paid. 

That was the correa approach. 
It was contrary to business reality 
to have regard only to the nominal 
consideration stated in the agree¬ 
ment. without regard to the other 
incidents of the transaction which 
materially affected the value of 
that consideration to the grantor. 

The value to which the taxpayers 
were entitled under the option 
agreement was 'not £399.750. That 
nominal entitlement was qualified 
in two ways: it was dependent on 
the taxpayers being able to secure 
release of the covenants and. 
assuming release, the net consid¬ 
eration in their hands would be the 
nominal amount less whatever 
was required to secure thar release. 
That was the value which the 
taxpayers obtained for the grant of 
the opfion. 

Solicitors: Solicitor of Inland 
Revenue; Warner Goodman & 
Street. Fareham. 
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Readers of The Times can get the hottest cinema ticket-of the 
year FREE and enjoy a private screening of The English / 
Patient, starring Ralph Fiennes and Kristin Scott Thomas, 
pictured right and Juliette Binoche, below. . / ; 

We have a total of 25,000 tickets to give away for the exclusive 
screenings on Saturday, March 8-*- the week before it opens in 
the UK. And there are 115 cinemas nationwide to choose from. 

The blockbuster, nominated for 12 Oscars, is directed and 
scripted by Anthony MingheDafof Truly , Madly, Deeply fame) 
and is distributed by Buena Vista. Based on the novel by 
JVIiehael Ondaatje which won the Booker Prize in 1992, Tke: i~ 
English Patient is an epic film of adventure, intrigue, betrayal 
and love about four strangers whose diyerse lives^become 
inextricably connected. : 

HOW TO GET YOUR FREE TICKET 

Collect the four FREE preview tokens published this week in 
The Times and attach them to the special voucher, below. 

To get your ticket, present the voucher and tokens at one of the 
cinemas listed on this page between 5pm Thursday, March 6 : 
and the dose of business on Friday, March 7. 

Each voucher, with four tokens attached, entitles you to one 

FREE ticket. Tickets will be allocated, 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

The screenings take place in the 
afternoon bn Saturday March 8. See the 
list of cinemas for the exact times at the 
venue of your choice-. 
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PATIENT I 
FREE PREVIEW | 

TOKEN 4 


THE TIMES FREE PREVIEW OF THE ENGLISH PATIENT 


This form, with four differently numbered tokens from The Times 
entitles the bearer to a FREE ticket subject to availability, to one of 
the cinemas taking part in this offer. This voucher is not transferable. 
Valid only for The English Patient, March 8 1997. No photocopies, 
reproductions or vouchers missing tokens will be accepted. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other —__ 

Surname.. 


. initials__ 


Address.... 


Postcode, 


Day tel 


If you would prefer not to lecene Information ar*j ottere from 
or^rnsations caeftAy selected by The Times. Dtease uek 



IT WOULD HELP US IF YOU ANSWERED THESE QUESTIONS: 
WMdi one trifle followin g age groups do yo u fan into? (Please tick box) 
□ 1M4 i Pi 3544 pi 4554 1 )S564 | |S5* 

Wtfch national ttafly nemtepwls) do you buy regubriy (45 coptes) each week? 

WNc*i national daDy newspapers) 00 you buy occasunafy (3 copies or less)? 


Which flttona) Sunday newswpens) do you buy regularly 12-* copies a month)? 


Aberdeen, Justice Mijt Lane; Ayr, Burns Statue 
Square; BarUng, Longbridge fld, r Barne!, Gt North 
Rd; Birmingham. New St Bournemouth. Westover Rtf; Brighton, West St; 
Bromborough, Wirrai Leisure Parte Bromley. 242High St; Cardiff Capital, 
Station Terrace; Chefmsford, Badtfow Rd; Chetteaham, WmchcombeSt 
Chester. Northgate St; Colchester, Crouch St Coventry, Jontan Weil; 

Dundee. The Stack Leisure Park; E®rfWTgh T C1erk StrExfiter, Sidwefl St 
Glasgow Quay, Paisley Rd; Glasgow, Behfiefd'St; Gnmford, Bedford Rd; - 
Harrogate, East Parade; Heme! Hempstead, Leisure World; Hod, Kingston St 
flferd. Chants Hffl; Ipswich, St Margarets St Jersey, Baft St St Hefier, 

Leeds, The Headrow; Leicester, Queen St Lincoln, Valentine fid; Liverpool, 
London Rd; LONDON: HoUoway, Holloway Rd, fefingtoh- Kensington, High 
Street Marble Arch, Edgware Rd; Richmond Studio, Red Lion St Streatham, 
47-49 High Rd; Swiss Cottage, RnchJey Rd; WimMedoo, The Broadway; 
Romford, Mercury Gardens; Manchester; Oxford St Middlesborough 
Corporation Rd; Newcastle, Pilgrim St Nottingham, Angel Row; Pwtsmpott, 
London Rd, North End; Plymouth, Dairy's Cross; Safishriiy, New Canai; 
Sheffield, Arundel Gate; Southend, Victoria Circus, The Broadway, London 
Rd; Stoke on Trent, Etruria Rd; Sutton CoWfieW.Bimwgham Rd; Taunton - 
Herongate, Riverside; Weston-Super-Mare, The Centre; Worcester, Foragate 
St (Please check times with cinemas usingTalWng Pages 0800 600 900). 

® vhBEo! W' Basta 9 stote - Pa*. Churchill Way; Bury, 
.r . Piisworft Rd; Cambridge, Grafton Centre; 

Oagenbam, Goresbrook Fields; Doncaster, Leisure Park, Bawtiy Rd; Hamm 
St George s Centre, St Anne’s Rd; Leicester, Meridian Leisure Parte London 
Acton, RoyaJe Leisure Park, Western Ave; Croydon, Puriey Way Fmchtev Gt 
North Leisure Park, Chaplin Sq; West End, Leicester Square; Newcastle New 
Bridge St; Preston, London Way, Walton-Le-Dale; Sheffield, Meadowhai 

S? 8 ; 1 ^ irro ^ Stopping Centre; Watford, Woodside leisure 

Park, Garston; York, Stirling Rd, Clifton Moor. (All Warner shows at 3.00pm) 

Blandiardstown, New Centre, Dotrfm; 
Bracknell, Stamped Hill Lane; Clydebank, Britannia Way 
Cofdock, Malahide Rd. Dublin: Derby. Mansfield rh- 
Metro Centre; Hatfield, Comet Way; HnU, St Andrews Quay- Milton Keynes 
Midsummer BJvd; Poole, Mannings Heath; Dudley, BrierlevW LTSL 
MW NewcrcighBS Rd; ^ 

Portsmouth, Portway, Cosham; Preston, Ashton on Ribble- Sheffield CnJchi 
KM, Highlands Rd; Sutlon. St Hictiolas Way ^^ L^ 
"22 0“ B^sington Rd, Dublin; Tanworft, hSS S 

Telford, Foregate, Town centre; Warrington, Cromwell Ave - Wvcnmhn 
Rd; West Thu™*. Lakeside Retail (4*. <« mSSSlJSgT 

Stf9S/SSkM Bingham, Kingsbury Rd. Ercfington; Bristol. St . 
ZT ™'T”_ PteIRps Causeway; Coventry. Gielgud Wav 
Wasgrave; Derby, Ormaston Part Rd; Glasgow East Bsm^L oVir 
Leeds. Ml. Nr Bstley; uw IliSKflhSS&aSS? 
Nofflagham, Retffield Wsy, Lenton; Peter borough Mailo™ Rd' 

Reading, Loddon Bride, Reading Rd; Stockta, 

BertUey MBI Way. (AS Showcase previews betf, ' Wafea ®' 

(Mprevfewsrtthe Independents begin at 3 pm except in Belfast where i, 
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racing 


Prime Minister 


pays tribute to 
Wyatt’s legacy 


By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 

S ^“ espor,onteie - 

raongs speaal place m the -Who w forget the memo- 


me of the naaon — and paid 
tribute to three of the sport's 
best known figures. 

«, W ^ larever troubles at 
Westminster and beyond, the 
Prime Minister won over the 
hearts of racing’s supporters 
with a sparkling speech, full of 
humour and wit, ai the annual 
Tote lunch in London - the 
last to be held under the 
chairmanship of Lord Wyatt 
of Weeford, who retires next 
month after 21 years in the job. 

Wyatt was a national insti¬ 
tution and had been "an out¬ 
standing chairman of the Tote 
since before the Great Flood." 
Major joked. “He started the 
job before some of the Spice 
Girls had been bom and not 
long since Chelsea most re¬ 
cently won the FA Cup." 

The Prime Minister said the 
peer’s imminent retirement 
marked the passing or an era 
and he linked it to that of 
Willie Carson, “one of our 
greatest jockeys," and Peter 
O’Sullevan, the “best loved 
commentator" who steps 
down later this year. “They 
leave imperishable memories 
for those who love racing.” 

Addressing a lunch attend¬ 
ed by an array of Cabinet 
ministers, past and present, 
and the equivalent of racing's 
Who’s Who, the guest speaker 
said: “The racing industry has 
a very special place in the 
affection of this nation. We 
love horses and we love the 
sport of racing. The common 
passion enjoyed by those on 
racecourses and in betting 
shops is shared by miHions 


ri« of the last few months 
with Frankie Dettori's seven 
winners; Red Rum, some time 
ago at Ain tree, or Devon Loch 
rather longer ago: memories 
that most people who love 
racing carry with them all the 
time." 

Racing was also big busi¬ 
ness, especially in rural areas, 
employing 50.000 people di¬ 
rectly and as many indirectly 
through bookmaking. It was a 
sizeable export earner. “But 
perhaps more important it is 
an integral part of our heri¬ 
tage, national b'fe and interna- 


fucHARDtvANS/ 


Nap: RYMING CUP LET 
(4.10 Win can ron) 

Next best Campeche Bay 
(140 Win can ton) 


tional prestige. The Derby, 
Ascot, the Grand National are 
known and followed around 
the world and no-one asks 
which Derby or which Grand 
National. They know instinc¬ 
tively because the reputation 
of British raring travels to 
every comer of the globe — 
and rightly so." 

The Prime Minister recalled 
how the Government decided 
last year not to change the 
status of the Tote after an 
investigation- "We were per¬ 
suaded change was undesir¬ 
able and after that declaration 
Woodrow generously re¬ 
moved his fingers from 


my 


throat and the Home Secre¬ 
tary’s life returned to what 
approximates as normal/' 

dearly enjoying himself, he 

then poked fan at Labour over 

the recent debacle involving 
privatisation plans for the 
Tote. However, it was light¬ 
hearted rather than political 
point scoring and he congratu¬ 
lated Robin Cook, toe shadow 
Foreign Secretary and “hero of 
the hour”, for quashing such 
plans. 

The Tote was a national 
asset which served toe con¬ 
sumer and racing well. “It 
provides an invaluable service 
to racecourses, catering for the 
small-stake punter and those 
who like to see betting profits 
go to the benefit of raring. I 
think we would be wise to 
treasure that asset and l 
would like to see the Tote go 
from strength to strength." 

In his speech. Wyatt 
claimed to have invented a 
“Superbet" which will soon be 
available in the growing 
number of betting shops, in¬ 
cluding Ladbrokes, which 
take Tote Direct. It would 
involve punters having to get 
the dual forecast right in four 
designated races. However, 
the idea is one of several be¬ 
lieved to be under discussion. 

With the Home Secretary 
due to announce his successor 
later this month, Wyatt ridi¬ 
culed toe Nolan-style proce¬ 
dure which candidates have 
undergone. "The best way of 
finding a new chairman 
would be for toe outgoing 
chairman, the chairman of the 
BHB. toe senior steward and 
the chairman of toe Levy 
Board to agree one.” 


Webber flying high in new role 


By Julian Muscat 


P aul Webber is con¬ 
vinced his best chance 
of a winner at Chelten¬ 
ham rests with Flying In¬ 
structor in the Arkle Trophy. 
Hying Instructor is unlikely 
to dispense lessons in the ait 
to Mulligan, broadly bailed 
as a halfbrofber to the mythi¬ 
cal Pegasus, but his engaging 
of the hot favourite neatly 
marries Webber's former life 
to the training career he 
recently adopted. 

Days spent trawling the 
sales grounds as a bloodstock 
agent have given way to the 
early-morning groping of 
horses' legs — and the pros¬ 
pect of a delirious irony. 

“When Mulligan came up 
for sale Brian Stewart-Brown 
[owner of Ask Tom and the 
Oliver Sherwood-trained 
Large Action| asked me to 
look at him,” Webber, 3S. 
recalled. “So Sherwood and 
myself inspect him very care¬ 
fully and tell Brian he isn’t 
big enough to make a chaser. 

1 have since spent the whole 
season watching Mulligan 
beat my horses and being 
reminded of the fact by 
Brian. I'm sincerely hoping 
he wont have reason to do it 
again after the Arkle.” 

It is perhaps fortunate for 
Webber's sanity that his 
Cheltenham squad is small. 
Defeat is never readily em¬ 
braced by ambition and 
Webber-purchased talent 
now residing with other 
trainers is quite formidable. 

It includes the likes of 
Collier Bay, Large Action. 
Juyush, Queen Of Spades, 
Yahmi, Kerawi. Berude Not 
To and Ocean Hawk. These 
horses represent mountain¬ 
ous obstacles for any oppo¬ 
nent — never mind the 
largely unproven inmates at 
Cropredy Lawn, on the 
fringes of Banbury. 

For the next few seasons 
Webber must confront these 
charges with less expensive 
purchases of his own. Yet he 
has an edge: few trainers are 
as comfortable in the maze 


mmu 


HUGHR0UTLED6E 


*r- Mi-.a 





Webber offers encouragement to Flying Instructor, who runs in the Arkle Trophy ar Cheltenham next Tuesday 
buying unproven 


that is 
stock. 

Having wealthy patrons is 
one thing: spending their 
money wisely is quite 
another, as Webber himself 
realised over II years with the 
Corragh Bloodstock Agency. 
“Working as an agent helps 
you discover where to find 
decent horses. And to be 
terribly blunt about it." he 
said, “you learn an awful lot 
at other people’s expense.” 

He has trawled the sales 
with all whose opinions are 
worth heeding. “Us green¬ 
horns would spot a confor¬ 
mation fault in a horse and 
say we couldn’t possibly buy 
it” he said, “whereas people 
like Tom Cooper and George 
Blackwall might say to us: 
‘Well, I remember Nijinsky 
had a similar thins and ft 
didn't seem to stop him. did 
itr That is what experience is 


all about: building up a 
bigger picture." 

In the difficult climate of 
attracting racehorse owners, 
that experience will have to 


CHELTENHAM 




FESTIVAL 


earn its chance. Although 
Webber’s 44-box yard is all 
but folk including six or 
seven two-year-olds to be 
raced on the Flat, he has yet 


to buy his first expensive 
store horse. Besides, the occa¬ 
sion would almost run con¬ 
trary to the spirit of Cropredy. 
a 400-acre holding bought in 
1955 by Webber’s late father, 
John, to farm for himself. 

Never more than a wel¬ 
come diversion at that time, 
racehorses have increasingly 
featured in the deep jumping 
roots of the Webber family. 

Such a legacy explains why 
Land Afar, the stable star, is 
to bypass the Festival. “It is 
tempting but he is a ten-year- 
old with a long history of leg 
problems." Webber said. “It 
would be irresponsible to run 
him when conditions are not 
favourable. It is the same 
with Credo Is King: we’d love 
to run him tn the National 
Hunt Chase but the ground 
will almost certainly be too 
fast" 

Those conditions should 


admirably suit Flying In¬ 
structor, owned and bred by a 
staunch family supporter in 
Lady Lyell. for whose family 
Webber's father rode show 
ponies more than 60 years 
ago. “My father always said 
that every day he spent with 
horses made him realise how 
little he really knew. I think 
all trainers would agree with 
that, but l must say Hying 
Instructor is in terrific form 
at the moment. He has a 
genuine each-way chance." 

Webber cannot disguise 
his enthusiasm but a sense of 
realism — largely unknown 
among second-year trainers 
— is quick to assert itself. 
“There are a fair few lYe 
bought for which Ill have to 
take the blame when they get 
beaten next week,” he re¬ 
flects. “This time round. I’ll 
have to take the flak for ray 
also-rans as well." 





2.10 Nordance Prince 
2.40 Campeche Bay 

3.10 Maestro Paul 


THUNDERER 

3.40 Flying Fiddler 

• • 4.10 Ryming Cuplet 

4.40 Country Tarquin 
5.10 Quiet Arch 


Cart Evans: 4.10 Wiki illusion. 


>01 '113143 G00DTNES18(BF.FJiJ!) (MaORrtrtanilBM UM)_:_B West IT) 88 


ftocecard number. Sk-fpn tom (F—WL P— 
pufled up. U — wsoaM rater. B—brought 
doMx S — sapped qi. R— reined. D — 
dteQuaified) HofM'i none. Days sines Iasi 
tmfing: F IML 0— bSntas. V-wtar. H- 
IkkkL F—Ejedidd. C — ratra ■winner. 0—. 
defence tamer. CD —cane aid Unlaws 


BF—beaten tamorfa n West race] 
Going on aNch Nobs las no (F—km. pud to 
fora. bad. G—good. S—son good b soil 
heny). Oana in Undue. Traftor. Ago and 
flktar pits ary ataeaite. The Tenes 
PiMb Hnflanw's Wtag. 


GOING: GOOD. GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES 


SIS 


2.10 


SEAVM6T0H MAIDEN HURDLE (Div t £1,913:2m} (17 nimes] 


a CLASSIC MODEL 37 (Ron RocftB) J Tuck 6-11-5-RBetany - 

3/3355 NORDANCE PWJCE 35 |Ptafc Gym} Mbs GXetany 6-11-5-D Bridgwater 90 


036-006 REVERSETHUHTH7flteMTlfcfl}PHedger 3-11-5-MRtote* 58 

0 STONBtBIEE SAM 42 [StondKnge Racing) J IkiOfts 5-11-5-3 Oman - 

32 TALATHATH 29 (feUtai ft Mftd) D Ntdmtson 5-11-5-R Johnson gg 

0404 IHEStlfTH)PUFF*26uMCItaw5-11-5. -- Jfcta - 

64) 3DAC 14 |BBattaonO P Uddn5-11-5_—--JR Kwaragh 70 

H0KEYSHAX2Mf(TCooper)0RrencfiQwis5-11-0-BPwnl - 

SS DAWN IB Daraii) A Newnmta 5-11-0--—--A ltati - 

UP ORCHOrHOUSESlAblUttebyPawerflNIflHMl5-11-0-DSSynne - 

0 PEARLHAflT21 [HVaretenWroock}RPtiWys6-11-0- -DFornp) - 

A1SAHB 124FuAsSUMej)W Mu. 4-1041 ... . -- ~ Bftml - 

0 GRENBOPPffl 30 (J Cm*) CMatort 4-10-11.C Manta - 

3 QUALITY 46 (D O'CwiwI P Hobbs 4-10-11--- „£J. D !™ 0V w 

REGAL5PIBJD0UR IGF (Mss S Joses) R0"Siiiwfl 4-10-11-DffSufcai - 

SAMUEL SCOTT (H Grail MPW<W 0-11. . APMeCoy - 

STRlAfl LME 9F |D Etswrfi) D Etawttfi 4-10-11-- P - 

EETIBte 7-4 T3WMP. 4-1 Batty. 5-1 Harden* Prince. 12-1 Seta Une. Samuel Scod. 14-1 AW*. 16-t 
Often. 

1996: MUTAZZ 4-10-10 R Farrart (8-1] W Han 16 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


NDRQANCE PRINCE febott » 3rd oMB to Hoh 
Warn® ta nodes lunfla A Neoboy (2n n/W 
nood). Nov 96. TALATHATH 3 2nd d 13 b Hfai 
fhTte Clouds in maiden bunfisal Lu*« (2m. 


goodbbm] THE STUFFED PtffFDJ Axt* Hi ®| 


The Flying PWrtom In maiden ludbowio»w 
and distance (good) PEARL FEART 28 8ft ol14 
b Tremors Image h matdm hurdle at Taunton 
ran II. good). QUALITY 71 3rd oil 6b Srnnw 
Sped in mits hurtle at Kenfttoi (2m. good to 
Orrai 

Selector TALATHATH 


2.40 


_ BR0ADST0NE NOVICES CHASE (£3.548: 2m 5f) (TO runners) 

5HV221 FRAZER ISLAND 14 (S) [8 WBnnUadR R»« . ? P uSv 

'fist 

s - 

otwssff wm^wSiiLHtG VBff 6-u-*„. _ e Fam 


m 56^3 tSStTDG ffl 230 p>.« (« EitoflJ S KWtfS B-11-4-M 55 

BETTHG: M Raza ttoi. 54! Canftedeta. 6-1 teerrted.. B-i Dress Data. 10-1 tancheeL. 12-1 tors 

1996; GBOAL CRACK 7-11-4 A P MeCm P-1 J P NbWS U an 

FORM FOCUS 


FRAZER ELAM) beta todysMarthna'ft 7 - 
imnai novwtfase flsttwA ( 2 ffl 41 IIOw. 

Sma a BebuHl h gndel Sdljffetej 

t# Cooten Hm to novtorito anir 

good to stiff} en pentranab san- 


RAAIBlfft 3KI filti 0(15 » 
novbe temfleap chase at Phmpbn 5L 9“^ 
Stftt RAMOEte. 2»tlMn ntn 
mrn'Doo h poW-bHioint ri CoWhain (in. 
Sd b fora). TOST DEED 131 Wjttl b 
jKnma SaielniK|rfatoei ^ 71 

110 yd. 0»a.M^S e ** “ 

Stotou FRAZER ISLAM) 


3-10 WINCANTOM L06WTICS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£5,215: 2m 50 (5-ruraws) 


ass&awA'ittw.fas!-^-- 


. G Braky 97 
APUtCoy 93 
DBridowabr ® 
L ASpal P) « 
0 CrSuBOi 93 


J am?p ESt CHURCH 17 |DJ« t» H ft— r' -wm 

BEr ™ re,W 1908; PASfTD 9-11-12 J 0^ HWI N H8 * |E ™ 7 m 

F0RMTOUS_ 

uiESTHO PAUL M 


raw* ' 

SiTSSm 


ISne 




TflWaSTBi 


Blow for Brooks 


COULD NT BE BETTER, the 

Charlie Brooksrirained geld- 
Jiawfll miss the Cheltenham 
SSd Cup afteras^n showed 
he injured a tendon m the 
Prevails Grand National 
“Haydock las, month. 



3.40 TOMMY WALLIS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,298: 2m) (4 runnefs) 


1 212326 U0RST0CK 29 (CD£| (Mn U fortami R Hodges 7-11-10 T Oascanta (3) 97 

2 11214-1 NOmeW STARLIGHT 28 (COJ.G] |A Saudi] U Pipe 6-11-6 A P McCoy 97 

3 0110-35 MUTAZZ 118 «CD^£) [Al-Aanl Partners) W Hem 5-11-0 . R Fwart 92 

4 4-32441 R.YWG ROOLER 29 (BJF> (U Rubens) U HoOerfc 5-10-11 .... P Harley 0) S 
BETTNG: 11-10 Northern SaftcW. 3-1 Ftyi^ Rooter. 4-1 Mutao. 5-1 Mattock. 

1996: MOAT GARDEN 8-100 J Odwne (S-1) I Baking 9 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


MORSTOCK l'4i2ndol51oHayDsDtcainlBnS- 
ezp hudb hen (3rtL good b Irnnl on penuttiiBie 
231 NORTHERN STARLIGHT bed Golrfingo 91 In 
5-rumer hanftsap fmnte ox casss 2 nd delance 
(mod to StteI 

MUTAZZ abmri fil 3rd ol 5 to Peter Moran/ n 


Oimi.^YWE RDOLBI bad Can Can CKrte 141 


(1). FLYW 

in 10-runer conddionai 
( 2 m K. good to finnj wHh 
offi 11W 6ft 
Setecuotr NORTHERN STARLIGHT (nap) 


tnmfle A Ascot 
|131b better 


4.1 0 DICK WOODHOUSE HUNTERS CHASE 

(Amateurs: £1,394: 3m If 110yd) (6 runnea) 


1/1P-5P RYMHG CUPLET 26P (CJJJ.G5I IQ Tannert M Trrbn IM2 
3112-13 W1D ILLUSION 21 (D.BF.F.(LS1 Mra J PUoeon 13-12.7 
111-3 YOUNG BRAVE 19P IF.&S) |0 rang, Mr. A raung tt-I.V 
0KD-P2R MHAANE G (V.G.SI (Mas A Wiiseni Mcs A WOsoi 12-13-0 
06P TO6TS G34N STAR SO (0 Caiert 0 Carw 9-I.MJ 
1P1- PAMJA SHANDY 319P (FW) t>*s R ’ffwrfwaf] J Dutewe 9-11-9 R Nuffli (7) 
BETTM6:5-1 Wild ntaron. 2-1 YamgBww 5-1 Pjnde Shanoy. 6-1 RynunjCupteV 25-1 Mediane. 31-1 Tom's 
Germ'Star. 

1996: COOME «LL 7-124J T Dotk |9-2i Us j [tons 5 ran 


L Jefforrt m e 
R Uwther 17] 97 
U G Ufcr (7) 85 
S Andrews (3) 87 
E Janies (7) - 


FORM FOCUS 


RYMNG CUPLET Sited oil behind The Jogger m 
B-tunrer potrt-to-norni ai Badbuv Rngs 13m. good 
to tam) on peruttirate am. WILD ILLUSION Wl 
3rd ol 6 to U BoSon m Iwm chase m Sandown 
12m 41 110yd. good) 

YOUNG HtAVE beat (toy Bridge 71 m 3ema 
barter dose ai UDoaief i4m 21, goodi on perubi- 
mbe start. May 9G UEDIANE 131 Imd ol 6 ro Die 


Jngge* m iiinte dgse al fat n^ton^br. good] on 


penult mate start TOM'S GEMiM STAR 33’il Eft 
a 16 to BtotKtn Bov in maden Iwdle ai i.toiwator 
(in, good lo foml on penitiaralp sbrt, June 96 
PANDA SHANDY bear Silver Concwd 31 ar 6- 
nma poeii-kHwnr A TwtseWown (3m. good to 
lirmi April 96 
Setedwt WID UUSION 


4.40 SPARKF0RD HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,320: 2m 61) (20 runners) 


241821 GALATASOW JAW 38 ICDFl iB Brnmni P bchdb MI-1J 
b2ZPi4n OUUOUL CHOSE ?1 ID.F5) IN iotomi B Meehan 711-1.’ 
2-32422 EH1EFAAL 7 (Fl (Mrs M UTeiM J tonq 6-11-10 
OW21 PAD0YSWAY 17 KO.f&l (B Searia) B BuOla 10-11-9 
06034-4 CH0HANE QUAY 152 (Mr, G Badmgi G BaHkng B-ll-5 
1-P SPRING HEBE B9 IS) iB Byali) B Ryril MI-5 
653435- AN SPAUPW FANACR 280 (A Sfyies) D Gaitote 8-11-5 


L CummiK (7) 94 
□ Gatagner % 
1 J Wurphy 90 
B Powell 97 
Mr A Baking (7) 90 
Sop toe [fatal (5) 89 
D Fort (3j 91 


2571-RP HUGE USTAXE 27 (B.Gt nNimtoKh Funngi N Imaon-Cuvtoi. &-I1-4 D BhUbwsibi 94 
21MPP6 MOUNT AW REACH 77 (F) |G WUuw> P WM*f 7-ll-e A TtWmton - 

0231-04 LUCAYAN CAY 14 |C.S) (Jot CMl Partner.) Mr. a tontov 6-r'i D Leahy 91 


040-ftHJS fflLCORAN BAY 24 IV.G.S) If! Edgemi J Mulins 5-11-7 
43P1/P0 NUNS CONE 13 <FJS) (Mis A 0 Suilioni h Peacw 9-i0-i3 
1P-4P2P DARWG WNG 17 (D.Fi) iCteew SaWesi M Boffon 7-HM2 
a®E3-00 HANGMG GROVE 17 (J Forbes) P Marta 7-10-ID 
4Q64-F0 IMAUGH1 14 (R hosl) K btrA B-10-y 
043-502 APACHEE FUJWER 21 (Gl U bcllevi H Hon M0-J 
02-4050 COUNTRY TAR0L4N 33 (Ur.' C Jamr.. R HMgti 5 1P-0 
440-PP5 DUNN 1CKS COUNTRY 28 (F f Tuoer MO-O 
6AW5 CONCTWTY 8 (6 Tcnwni B 'fliwn B-lW) 

4D5P PROVE M PEWT 94 iMr, N CufidrO U; P LufieM 4 1W) P Holey 70 
Lang luntficep. Counta 1*#an Y-ll Drnucla Counir> 9-10 LUKirinev fl J lion the Taim P-9 
flETrwG 4-1 Gitaasa< Jane 5-1 Padrnrwat t-i EmeJrfai 8 i Hueii** Cho* Cacear Cam 10-1 An Sfanpm 
Ferach. 12 -t ate-. 

1996' LUGS BRANNIGAN 7-11-2 latam*' Hambnlge |1?-1| M hadjiott 2i ran 


R Greene 92 
J R KwaragD - 

L Aspd [3] 98 
N Maim 88 
J Frost 90 
H Johnson g 
T Dastonfto (3l Si 
u GrtftfB 0 - 
W 0 McPim (7) 87 


FORM FOCUS 


GALATASOR1 JANE bffll Tionptai liai m 14- 
lunner now* irunSo ova course jnd diaance 
(good lo ftemy «nd> DUWUChS COUNTRY ..’ll® 
beds Oil) toiled oil QU&QUE CHOSE bea Do Be 
Ware 111 ai sdlng liantbug hunde A Foniwell (3m 
SMIOyiL good to tom) EHTEFAAL l^l^idoi 13 
lo binge in handup hutote A TimtxJa ian 
soAj on pereAlanaie stan. *eli MOUNTAIN REACH 
(Eft beta oil 4QI fob W HUGE WSTAkE tiOft 


MM «11| pulled up PADDYSWAY DM Reluctano 
“I in 9-runner hanarao rudle al Fontaert (in 61 
ItOyd »m vnlh DARWG NNG (4b belter off) 
pulled up CRUHANE QUAY 8MI Wi (X 13 lo 
Enfttov Buoy n novice handrail taidte * 
Chepdo* (.’ll* 41 MOyrt gborfl APACHEE ROW¬ 
ER IJI 2nd m 15 to Maid Equal In handicap Iwdle 
A Taunori (Jm 110yd goodi 
Stadion. GALATASORI JANE 


5.10 SEAVMGTON MAIDEN HURDLE 

0iv II £1.900 2m) (17 runneis) 


L Hangy 
J Frod 
* C Vlgore (5j 

D Bnr- 

G 


4 ALTHRlT PVJT 27 It LWyai A lunell 6-11-5 
0 aEWELDffiEU 117 |P Iftti) B Roir 5-1I-S 
4 EMBANKMENT 14 ilaoy lcntol N Henderson 7-11-5 
P JDBC 31 iRais Ta BuJuinli Partner;! P PWlfts 7-11 5 
60 UDWICK 63f lUi-, J GnlWr.j r Hedger 811-5 
3345W- UTTIE ELLIOT 334 (Gl iDodra Lighwo 5iitemsi 5 Earle 9-11-5 C Maude 
Ob-DP P1PEHS ROCK 15 iMto G B4dtnai G Hjlwni fc-u-d Ml A BaWtog |7| 
1300 PR0T0TTVE 14 If| |R Honi 0 Jowiym Houaftion 6-11-5 A Ttarnlon 

RWG Of VtaON 147f (H Ban T Mam i-l 1-5 J Ratoi 

FrO VANBOROUGH LAD ?1 |A Galbr.ftm M Buom e-Tt-5 T Dasconfte |3| 

1- COOL VBtTIC 306 (F) IS Lanteit.i 1 ftaJd 611-0 
50- WONG DREAM 369 (U-. M Mukttwi i ire> i-n il 
50F WEST BAY BREEZE fi ISamrays F ,sh Mvdwfe; Fi 8utJr1« 5-11-0 
GENEflEUX 556F y CUM S MdJo. 4-19-11 
0 MUHTADI 37 ICIGS Prftncul Lad, Hcnc- *hmi 
DUET ARCH I6F IJ Darnell W Muir 4 10- 


5 For 
B PtNKl 
N Martfi 
R tow 
M Rtthanw 


B1 


0 WHTI PLAINS 44 (P Latal U Roe 1-11111 . . A P McCoy - 

BETTHG 3-1 Entortmnl 4-1 Cool Wie 6-1 AWirey Ri« Wrme Plmre 10-1 Bing 01 Venn M-l olhcri 
1996 MOT AT? 4-10-T0 B Fauam ifi li W Hern If rm 


FORM FOCUS 


ALTWEY PUIT 16HI 4ft gl 13 to Duafctan n 
irntte hurlfi al Bangor (Ai II. good] EMBAMC- 
MENT 9’A| 4lb oMB to The Fhmg Ptertom in 
mndsn tvrdte met rou»r and tfctance inoodr 
auto PROTOTYPE IZth KHJWCh 741 Wf.« 
LO to Jacot'd Wrte In nantt hudle n WorcBtet 
l&n. goodi April 55 COOL VIRTUE beat Wynyatf 


Lady 3*1 m 16 iumni NitaiM Hum Hal laca al 
Htielail i?m II IhhiI VIKING DREAM IB'yl 5fi 
ui r. in jimmies Lady m maidfli luifle al 
Fairynouv >.in good to D« 95 WHITE 
PLAINS :rn 9ir. ol 19 in Mighi Dance m rmvice 
Hurdle a Marie) Ra-<n i ?nr II MOid goodi 
Setedicr ALTHREY P10T 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TflAWEflS 

tJir. 

Rres 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wrnna'. 

fttei 

% 

Udy hentes 

M m 

4 

40 

10 

143 

400 

380 

(t Brartet 

Jt Mwrw 

B 

3 

30 

15 

at 5 
200 

0 GandoBo 

J 

3? 

719 


13 

74 

Ub 

N Tenrtm-Danes 

10 

50 

?00 

R Vanjii 

7 

5» 

13 7 

A Turnell 

8 

42 

190 

i Ujuoo 

0 


l )fi 


BUNKBtB) FIRST TIME: Cartrsta: 3 M Mdstei CM T> w : 0^ C H.nr Mci w Tow»3tar 2 ^0 
Wictocns One Wtrxsrrton- 4 40 Huge MirfdJ*: 



Bangor 


a ll hdtei) 1, Darnkshan (JCuSoty. 
: 3. Zandm (7-1). 3, Moephaus 


Going: good to sort, eott m places 
2.10 
8-11 

(15-8) 14 ran *», hd. Ass H KnghL Tote 
£1.60. £110. El 10. El 40. DF: E440. Tna 
Cl 50 CSF.OB.70 

Z40 (3m 110yO c*i) 1, Wgtiway Five |Mss E 
James. 20-1). 2. Teatradee (7-1); 3. Cape 
Cottage (5-4 taw). 6 ran Eh hd. 11 Lady 
Susan Brooke. Tote C30 3& E7 40 £340. 
DF C4280 CSF. £11859 
3.10 (3m II chi 1. Indian Jockey (A P McCoy. 
4-9 lain. 3. The Secret Grey [20-11.3. Santa- 
ray (5-1) 8 ran 91. hd M Pipe To» Ei » 
£l 10. £180. El 30 DF-E770.CSF'E1038 


3.40 |pn K hdte) 1. Knight In Side (C 
hteucte. 10-11; 2. Edward Seymour (18-1): 3. 
AS Jim (30-1| Ftamsdens 11-4 ten/ 17 ran 
NR.Admiral'sGueffl. Espto. 111. 131 MPipe 
Tote - £14 30; £310, Ell 60. £560 DF: 
£127 70 Tno £32550 (part won Poc4 cd 
C41265 carted forward lo 4.40 at 
Wncanron today] CSF. £138.33. 

4.10 (3rt 110yd dhl 1. Cariboo Gold (J 
Osborne. 4 5 lay]: Z Caltawa Srai IB-2): 3. 
Ftubns 
31.251 K 
£ 10.10 
TricasL £69 63 

4.40 (2m 41 hdtoi i. Lough Tutfy (J Cbtwne. 


6-4 tar. Ptarate Handcapper's loo radng). 

Shaker (12-11. 3. Lute Warm 


2. SncMBhd 
(15-2) 13 ran Id. 3bL F Jordan Tale 
C2 50. £1.40. £2.20. Cl 60 DF- £43 TO. Trio. 
£61.70. CSF £19 33 TncastE107 78 


Jackpot: C17.1B&90. 
Placepoc r39450. 


Quadpot £36u90L 

Catterick Bridge 

Gong: lo sod 


1.55 1 2m beta) 1. Rad more Brandy (G Lee. 

by). 3. Fiasco 


7-1) 2. Noe Esprit [1H 
(14-1) 12 ran 71. 181 G Richards Tde 
E3 ‘Xt. £260. Cl 10. E760 DF' £360 Tito' 
C3P 20 CSF £20 .13 

225 (2m hdej 1. Cumbrian Maestro (Ft 
Garnlty, 4-9 lav). 2. Ovwvnan (7-1J: 3. 
LindawalerscUrarSva 110-1) 13 ran 91.31 T 
Easrerty. Tote £1 60: £1.30. £1 80. C210 
DF £4 At) Trvy £1360 CSF- C4 45 
3.00 (3rt II MOvd ch) 1. Saytn Nowl (Mi A 
Parker. 5-2 law: 2. Greenmourr Lad (20-11. 
3 Admrssion (8-1). 10 ran 3KI. 21 h 
Anderson Tote. £320 £1 10. CS 00. £2.-30. 
DF £14020 Tno £158 80. CSF £49 57 


HCyd cb) 1. KarenasDno (R 
li: 2. longs Sermon (3-1) 3. 


350 (3m 11 111 
Wllmson. &-I 
Two Gold fP-2) Bold Accoura 13-8 lav 8 
ran NR- King Ol Steel Nk. 61 Mrs S Smbi 
Toie £7.50. £2 00. Cl 50. Cl 40 DF: £11 30 
Tno CIS 20 CSF £3117 Tncasr £112 94. 


400 12m 31 hdter 1. Major Yaan (A Dobbin. 
14-1 1 . J. Fryup SateBrle (7- 1j. 3. Us Jawley- 
ford (7-11. 4. First In The Field (9-1) Court 
Joker 51 lav (pu) 16 ran 51. 81 J Gtover 
Tote £25 3D: £8 30. £1 30. £1 70. £1 60 OF' 
£7900 Tno £323 50 (part won Pool erf 
£109 37 earned toward lo 4 40 at Wbxanion 
roflav) '^SF £98 16 Trtea&l £698 87 


4.30i2m3lcri| I. Robarty Lea (P Ntaen. 4-5 
(4-1) 3 Moni .. 


Irnrt 2 Taporcn (4-1) 3 Mcnkev Wench 16- 
li 8ran \il. 131 MrsMRewatev Tua:£1.6£. 
Ci 10 £1 60. LI 60 DF 020. CSF. E4.T7 


£1 10. Cl 90 £2 SO DF £6 20 Tna £43 10 

CSF £9 66 

Ptecepot £28.40. Quadpot £1150. 


Wolverhampton 

GcJng- standard 

1.50 (61) 1, Anoteer Nightmare (Mrs C 
Wii&ams. 20-1): 2. Astral Irr/actor (14-1); 3. 
Ring The Chtal (9-2]. LaBTi Crofter 9-4 tew. 
10 ran ISM. hd FI Mdfelar. Tots. £13.90. 
£2 60 £3 10. C4.50 DF £135 90. Trla 
£i60 30 ipar won Pool ol £180 70 earned 
lor ward to 4 40 at Wincanron todayi. CSF- 
£265 63 TncasL £1.396 15 
220(61)1 Takhld (Mim R Cterk. 14-1). 2. 
Danctoig Soin (10-1). a Lodwn (16-1) 
Muslang 6-4 tav 10 ran II. hd D Chapman 
Tore £18 50 £4 70. £260. £4 20 DF 
£74 20 Tito no! won (pool d £23690 
■aimed forward to 4 40 at Wincarion lodaiv) 
■2SF £142.10 Tnraffl £258722 


2.50 dm looyd) I, Sword Arm (7 Sprate. 
Evens bvl - 2. Little Aean (12-1). 3. Only 
Josh 114-1J 9 ran It 3) R Chart on Tc4r 
£l 60. £1 ID. £320. £160 DF EM.00. Tria 
£2080 CSF £1489 


320 (1m 100yd) 1. Globetrotter (D 
McKeown, ai). 2. Foot Battalion (9-1); 3, 
Milrov (15-2) Don Sebastian 5-4 tav. 8 ran 
2ftl VI M Johnston Tew. £510; £120, 
£170. £190 DF £1000. CSF £31.32. 
Ticasi £18163 

3.50 (1m 4(> 1. Albaha (R MuSen. 2-1 tav). 2, 
Maior CLianga rJ-S), 3. Chna Casta (10-1). 
£ ran NR Loading Spirit tel. 71 J Barts 
TMC £3 00. £1 20, £2 30. £1 90 DF- £7 7D. 
Tito £4310 CSF £1250 Tneact £7522 


420 (im If 79yd] I, SoHer Cove (0 

'. 1 i-2). 2. N " “ ‘ ' 


Sweeney. 13-2). 2. Northern Fen (11 -4j; 3. 
Dawd-tames Giri|3-i). Sarasi 2-1 lav. 9 ran 
NR- FiatW 2v I, M M Maude T«0 £940; 
£2 10 £1 10. Cl 20 DF £7 50 Trta' £690 
CSF £24 30 


4 50 [5111 Gl La High (D Sweeney. 5-1); Z 
AljaztS-l) 3 Neerle Mach (11-2) Madnna 
9-2 lair 13 ran '••■I 21 M Meade Tote £5 70. 
£2 30 £200 £2 30 DF £2090 Tna 
£182 10 CSF £31 (W Tncasi £14029 
PtacepOt £1.026.60. Quadpot £10.5a 



een Lady. 3^0 Teaplanter. 
' (nap). 4J20 Simpson. 4.50 


THUNDERER 
2.20 Hancock. 2^0 Bi 
3.50 KONVEKTA QU 
Simply. 

The Times Private Handicapper's top rating: 
3.50 KONVEKTA QUEEN. 

Carl Evans; 3.20 Teaplanter. 


. T' 


'rnm&m 


JMSSm. 


THUNDERER 

2.00 Pebble Beach. 2L30 Pariah. 3.00 Prime 
Example. 3.30 Solomon's Dancer. 4.00 Enchanted 
Cottage. 4.30 Ceilidh Boy. 5.00 Lrnwood. 


GOING: HEAVY 

BAM PRECAUTIONARY INSPECTION 


SIS 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (CHASE COURSE); SOFT, HEAVY IN 
PLACES (HURDLES) TOTE JACKPOT MEETING SIS 


2.20 BANQUE ARJIL ESPANA NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (Conditional jockeys: £2,460:3m) (15 runners) 

101 4530 ROSS DANCER 38 J Moore 5-11-10.J Magee 85 


102 4540 EVEZK)RURJ49(V.BF)NLftnuden5-114) - DJKararanh 93 
....' '1-7_L SuUwn p) 89 


103 5P50 ROGfitALL 13 (F) Mrs T nbmgum 6-11 

104 -001 FANCY NANCY 17 (S) Mis C Jotnuy 5-11-4 Mkftaai Brereian S3 

105 P01U KUJHG TIME 8 (8F/fl 0 tactaU 6-11-1.J Prtor (5) 98 

106 0-F2 HANCOCK IB J HaBtoWi 5-11-1. .. JPWradl© 

107 -302 CAROMALBAYI117 (BF) RAJncr 7-11-0 . _ DWakft M 

108 4305 KARBTSTYPHOON22TUcfiown)6-10-71 MBlbhMar(51 88 

109 6024 YWTHt ROSE 17 Miss. P WblBe 6-10-11KHbterKS) 97 

110 4334 ONE MORE 0B€ 17 JNeedon MO-9 . A Bares 93 

111 WU MYSTICCDUHT 19ATurallt-10-7 -... CRae 97 

112 6235 ARDENT LOVE ?7 0 Mctatan 8-10-7-- Rfebssey 90 

113 P-05 1N1CKENS0NE 17 (B) D Geragay 7-10-t- . GSuppte B3 

1T4 4003 OTIERPRVICE17(N rSeerge8-t0-0.. .CHynesQ - 

115 0328 UJVELARK35RL«B-1M -.X Aizpuu (3) 88 


5-1 Fancy Nancy. 6-1 AtJort Lora. Canfcoi Gayta 8-1 Eruv Rntc. Wnra Rase, 
set One ‘ 


10-1 taicack. cue Morr Wmt 12-1 okm 


2.50 JOHN WEBBER MBI0R1AL NOVICES CHASE 

(E3.379: 2m 61) (12) 


201 000/ 

202 PROD 

203 1-33 
KM PP05 
KB 5-PP 

206 P25- 

207 P-PR 
3» F534 
K» -MU 
21D 0000 

211 26FF 

212 -332 


ARDSCUD 1058 WBransoc* 10-11-3. 
BALLYDOUGAN 19(VQHUttwi9-11-3 
HM OF PRAISE 19 (S) 0 aieraood 7-11-3 

MAJOR NOVA 9 (G£) N SmA 8-11-3. 

MYSTIC MAMA 19 A Turafl 11-11-3- 

SENNA BLUE 302 fl Pugb 12-11-3- 

SWOT POKEY 9 D Wiliams 7-11-3. 

THE BOOLEY HOUSE 19 V Some 7-11-3. 
THERMAL WAFHOR 24 (S) J Old 9-11-3 
BECKY'S ERL 26 ft Brattalnn 7-10-12. 
BROGEEN LADY B D Bandotto 7-10-12 .... 
COUNTRY STORE 00 (SI A Jons 8-10-12. 


. _ Yf Marion - 
.. . DWU - 

-J Osborn ffi| 

.JCtttcty - 

..GCranr 74 

_ MShamfi - 

. UCbrtB - 

.... DByna 98 
GUglHt 72 

.."•WllSi 

..... SMcNeffl 93 


54 An 0( Prase. 4-7 Cuuvy Store 9-2 Bragaen Laly. 8-1 Ttwnta ttanw. 
12-1 Tta Boday 


10-1 Mydic Maim ' 


r House. 20-1 often 


3.20 BANQUE ARJH ITALIAHUNTHK CHASE 

(Amatars: EliOl: 3m II) (7) 


301 4-24 rwuvmn 13 (CO.6^1 M« C Sacraten M-17-fi B Peter* ( 

302 41-P WHAT A TO DO 18P ff.Sl C 13-12-fi UssL Smrtng l 


303 

304 


[ Geoge t4-i;-2_'..-T Ederads ( 

2P (CJ3.S) Us H Kenderyn 16-11-12 ttsR 


IIP- DKCT 322(51 II 
P-P1 FOOLERS PKE 12P | 

HwObsm( _ 

305 26 UBMGAfiUtTB70Snuft9-1M2. — ... SJoynesm fi 

306 4*PP UAJOfl MAC 8 0 ttfaus I0-1M2-S Dirac* 0 ■ 

307 7003 SOAReai 12P (8) J Mean 10-11-12.. Mre C UcCarfty f7| ■ 
4-7 TreptMB. 7-1 DlrecL B-I Longa GWtet. HM Wlw A lo to. 12-1 often 


3.50 HOECKST ROUSSa PANACUR EBP MARES 

NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Oualiiien £3,157: 2m 51] (ID) 

401 PI52 KONVBCTAQUEB117 (F) 0 Staranod6-11-0 .JOsbomS 

402 3321 LADY H6HSHB8FF 14 (S) I Forster 7-114) NWttamson 91 

403 /P3- FINAL ROSE 319PRSmfti 7-10-7.- DWafch - 

404 05 RW WHBLE H LASTS 24 T Forsei 6-10-7 .... Cl 
406 221/ KING'S RAMJOW B97P (G) Mn D Kdne 8-10-7 


406 4303 KD5HEBI 34 Ifco H 6-10-7 

407 03P2 MAYLM MASK 24 T Casey 6-1D-7. 

408 -OPO MISS MYLETTF 22 DWnft 6-10-7. 

409 PWXTQN PENNY JUeda 5-10-7 . 

410 04P RBJRIWR 27 CDret* 6-10-7 . 


iUewlyn - 
JFTBtey - 


-J Cofttty 74 

JAUcCatny 82 
_ .. WMaiaort 55 
— TEJcy - 
Mr R ThortHcn (5) - 


M Lady Unh Swrifl. 5-2 Kmetia Queen. 4-1 Uaylln Magic. 6-1 fcftecn. 8-1 
King's Rafntoa. 16-1 Fun WMe R Lasb 20-1 dtars 


4.20 BANQUE ARIEL & COMPAfiNE HANDICAP 

CHASE (£3,527: 3m Ifi (9) 

501 544) SCRSfiLER 19(B^GMcCml 11-12-0. .RHobfl»(7) - 

502 530- TARAMQ5S 383 (CA T George 10-11-11.NlWamson J§ 

503 -PB1 CELTIC BARLE14 (Gj) H HoOge 13-10-13-SMcNeaffl 

504 40P3 SOLD GENT 14 f.G^) A Jana B-lO-4-0 Byrne M 

505 6550 HOLY STW619 (&5) N Tertson-tarfcs B-10-3 C Llewelyn 95 

506 5-13 afcPSON9(BFWA)JtenWO-2_--G Upton 91 

507 -P34 CA«JNSF(Hl) LAKK 43 p) T Tforccn Jobs 9-10-0 J Qjfcty 95 
SOB 5640 SHAHARM. 19 fJS) fi AhB 11-104). Mss S Banting! 80 
509 421' PRMT1W SWGffl 727 (F.S) J Pitimllg 9-10-0 . WMaRBi - 

5-2 9ngK<n. 3-1 Can* Bate. 7-2 50to GenL 7-1 Taramnos. 8-1 often 


4.50 BANQUE ARJIL POLSKA HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.609:2m) (4) 

601 -223 SBIPLY192 (DJF&S) T McConri 8-11-10-J Osborne S 

60? -1P4 WASSLSTREET 16(SIKMorgan5-11-10 .. Nvaonsm 84 
503 54)5 HARLEOIAN 08JRU3 2? ■! 0b T-H-1 . . 6 Upton 87 

604 6-8F KWSMKA24 (D.SlflDidunfi-m)— . X Alzptnr (7) - 

M W*al Swa. 2-1 Sunphr. 7-2 Harteqrin Onus. M XalkvXa 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


CARLISLE: Trafter.. Mr. M teeetai. 30 wnoai Iron 101 nires. 
2971 J JEteson, 14 him 46, 20& Mrs A Swnterfc 9 bum 36. 
25.0%. J Ftegenb. 7 tom 29.24-1%: G flJdonfc. 35 tut 163,21J51 
AnMttre.3tui1B. 16.7%. Joctays: P Uvea. 32 mars bora 115 
rates. 27.8%. P Cabeny. 6 tom 24.25 0%. A Dobbh. 24 tom IS. 
19.71 J Suta. 7 tom 41,17.1%, J Citogtat 8 tom 5a 16.01 

TOWCESTBL TranBre; ifcs C Sareto. 12 winnara tarn 19 ramerc, 
632%.DNdidmSt«nQ.397% 1 Thomat Jcoul 6 (rare ffi. 
2141 Mra D Haht 5 tom 3a 167%. J OW. 7 torn 43.163%. D 
SanUta 7 ban 44.15.9% Jockeys: J Cuforty. 3 wmen tan 11 
rates. 27 3%. D Byrne. 3 tan 13.2111 Jlidqi. 4 apm 20.20 0%. 14 
nton. 10 tan i 


WShanBon. S bom 55.164V WUmm' 


173.13 7% 


2.00 BORDER ESKNATIONALHUKT NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.416:3m 110yd] (13 runners) 


332F FfflBLE BEACH 38 (F) G Moore 7-1M0 
PP0P AN5UR0AGAM 7 Mrs U 8n«iey8-11-2.. 

307P SANDRFT 30 CFteta 8-11-1- . __ 

4ZF1 PARA2E RACER 35 (S) P MuiDta 6-10-13 , 

-0P6 PHARRAMBLKG 8 MnMRewby 6-10-13. 

1260 J0NAEM 78 (CJ) Mrs E Stodi 7-10-12 . . 

-530 MRS ROWfiDN IB JMadu6-10-11 . .. 

8 TOO BODY RYMa 9 UreSSmft 7-10-10 

9 -255 DASHMAR 45 {W Us l Plater ID-10-3_ 

10 -305 BLACK ICE 26 tTaaO-llM... . .... 

11 0060 5M PATH T9 HBytrot 8-10-0..-. 

12 -000 WllJE WANNABE 96 Mb D Hunan 7-1M 

13 5P/P STRONG CHARACTER 28 (S) 0 lanft 11-KW) 

3-1 Pattr Beacb 6-1 Mr, fabmstn. 7-1 SaraML Parade Rita. 8-1 
nvranftteig. Jomm, 10-1 often 


JCafadon 
. . PMwn 
D Parker 
. W McFarland 
G Lce (3) 
. It JdiEon 
E Husband (3) 
. - R Guest 
D Homey 
- R Supple 
. MFosur 
B Stmy 
JBute 


2.30 DBIWENT HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2.696:2m) (7) 


3SF3 BLAZING TRAM. 21 (DJO Mbs L RuseH 9-12-0. .. T Reed 
1-15 BROUSE-N-hEATHBl 10 (DJJS) P MnnMt> 6-11-9 A Dottxn 

-325 PAfiiAH G (DJf3) M TodvOa 8-11-6_ P Carbary 

-042 CULL WIND 9 IBF.F.G) N Bmolt 8-11-? MFtBbr 

682P HSEL KHG 9 (D.F.G) M Bames 7-1D-13 . 

5080 SUPER SANDY rifl)5|F»aflnn 10-10-1 
U6FP OUXALL CROSSfTT 7 (B) E Cam 12-10-0 
5-? CMU Wind. 11-4 tauh 4-1 Rebel King. 9-2 taose N-Herfw. 6-1 Bladng 
Trad. a-1 Stftd Sandy. 66-1 Quuafi Crosstf 


STwbrfi) 
_ R Johnson 
M UoJoney 


3.00 GOLDEN PHEASANT, Y0UNGBIS NOVICES 

HURDLE (£2.528:2m 4f 110yd) (16) 


1 3471 INTO TFf WEST 7 (O.S) htes £ Siratti B-11-8 .. 

2 01LM BOLDSTATEABfT 10(GIGMoore5-11-2 

3 OP BDR0EH B1A8E 23 F Mistegh 6-11-2 .. 

-403 JAYFCEE 30 M ftdOy 5-11-J 
003 JBWfS PROSPECTS JJOHett 6-11-2-. 

BB0 LARKSHHJL 42 J Rrrgeold 6-71-2 . . 

5 MIKE STAN 10 L Lnrar 6-11-2 

000 MQNTBN 31 5 LeaAet&s 6-11-2. 

OfoG NASAYER 9 N Mason 7-11-2 . . . 

3-00 N0SMO KHG 9 Urc M tadat 6-11-2 - 
2 PRME EXAMPLE 23 M Todtsrtcr 6-11-2 . 

-420 SUBOfl l2WtWtawn6-11-C .. 

6/15 THE KHOINQA 38 (G) Ue A Swrtart 7-11-: 

14 3382 AHOTWA 14 F Murphy 6-10-11 . . .. 

15 PEAK A BOO D Written 6-10-11 

16 AFP TWtOWKJWeOieTM B Story 

3-1 Aidnna. 5-1 Prane Erangto. 6-1 Su Bob. 7-1 Ho Tbe WesL 10-1 BdU 
StoernonL 12-1 Jbytcte. 14-1 jenraCs Piasged. 16-1 often 


HGubsI 
M BetSey 
E CaBaghan (3) 
. - Tfteed 

R McGcaft (5) 
PMwn 
R Smote 
... H Leach 
S KMOdh (7) 
Mrs M Kendd 
.. P Carbary 

_GCaM 

. .. J Supple 
ADObMl 
D Berafey 


3.30 EDINBURGH WOOLLBi MILL NOVICES 
CHASE (£4.443: 2m 41110yd) (4) 


1 112? SOLOMON'S DANCER 70 (CD/£) E ftete* 7-11-13 

ADoobn 

2 2122 KEM40RE-SPSD 12 (F£Si hh 3 Sflfth 10-11-3 R Guest 

3 5-64 MASTER OF TROY 12 (BJ.6.S) C Pater 9-11-3. . D Parto 

4 iHfU HUWAY 2 (S) M (tones 7-11-3 S Taylor (5) 

2-6 Sttarui's Data. 3-t Kenmore-Sdeed, 8-1 Ifata Trey. 20-1 Nljwav 


4.00 WAVS CONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.318.2m Ifi (13) 


-000 FOX SPARROW 8 |S) HTrMBr-il-IO ... E Huston) (3) 
t'20 MERRY USRMAID 8 (BF3) B Madaggsl 7-11-6 S KWroso 
-242 5UPRBIE SOVIET 10 A Whites 7-11-4 .. . . 5 Taylor 

6304 6LBMSIE 12 (DF.S) G Moore 6-11-2 . N Itannky (101 
W4 OUR ROBERT 8 tS)JFHzgaaa 5-11-5 . .. F Lately 13l 
5333 FALLELSS9ULS6(F)LLunge9-11-0 . (Jenin (8) 
2FF5 M6HIAND WAY 7B (G) U Tafiiita 9-11-0 C McCamacfc (8) 


5 (E) UTotflj 

B 1502 ETBWAL CITY 22 (D.Gl 6 Ridteds 6-10-12 . . R Bare (8) 

9 -4F0 PAPPA CHARLIE 19 C Pain 6-10-6.. GLm 

6T-P IQRSTBfflOSCH26 (CDJ.G) LLingo 10-10-4 WDowCnglS) 
6-12 BKHANTED COTTAGE 7 (BIJjI J Jrteuai 5-10-2 

ECaBadMO) 

4-10 APOLLO'S DAUGH1PH 2G IF) J GaMflB WH-.- B Grattan 
13 0000 SEE YOU ALWAYS 38 (F) D Moitafl 7-1D-0 IPtallO) 
9-2 Supreme Swirl 5-1 Our fatal. Enchanted Cottage. 7-1 Menv Mamaid. S-1 
Ghregle. 10-1 DaUdafaB-,. rtgHand Way. 12-1 oitan 


12 


4.30 


BKN HANDICAP CHASE (£3,623:3m 21) (4) 


1 -2P4 UBUVAL51 (D.F.G 
Z 04U2 CEU0H BOY G (V.( 


)WBttirti1-1M. B Storey 

-.£.5) Mrs J Goodfeaow U-ll-13 

Ms R Kate 

Gftftanfc9-11-6 .. PCarbary 

ID (C&S) J Jetason 3-11-1 

£ Cabglai (3) 

5-4 Aojttl m. 3-1 MIWi 3oy. 7-2 Nathan Squire, 4-1 Ubu W. 


3 JO-f ACAJOU N 

4 0-12 NORTHERN 


5.00 UDDEL WATER INTERMEDIATE OPEN 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (£1.172' 2m It) (12) 


i 


t TOM'S RIVER 30 (CD.5) Lb) M RcKtey 5-11-11. 

00 CHAN MOVE B lBIWSnuffi 5-11-4_ 

0 JUMBO'S DREAM 30 JDntn 6-11-4__ 

40 JUST NS 23 J Haldane 6-11 -4_ . . . . 

SMUPtlEZE Mrs M SOrt 5-11-4. 

00 SNOOTY ESKIMO <7 JHaUbre 5-1T-4. 

0 SiffEREXALT 30 J Fttnenfd 5-11-4 ... 

0 WOODHOUSE UNE 41 NPiaitetemMM Mu C Mete* (7) 

0 6YMWMWSY 44 Lfaftc S-lti-13.RGanDy 

40 LfMOQD 12 G Ridntfc 6-10-13 .. Attabbb 

6G COOLKEVM9MraMkintal4-10-10 _ MrcMKendal 

55 SKBYSK12CTh«*n4-1(W.. NHonoeb(7) 

5-4 Tone firm, 9-J LrawM. 6-1 Side By Side. 7-1 ErupernaB. 10-1 often 


B Lee 43) 
5iayta (5) 
... Ftanu 
BSXorev 
. . U Foster 
E Ctetegtai (3) 
WDwsn 


IteU anawnxnu aru« AOCVt/xyiMn _ i.w m»jii n im njv}.«uii 'vimv ,jvi >uiMi unr-iM i »ud| me bmu uauf 


( 
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FOOTBALL: TOTTENHAM END DEPRESSING SLIDE TO INCREASE THE PRESSURE ON SUNDERLAND 


EQUESTRIANISM 


Iversen has 
look back 
to make leap 
forward 


By Peter Ball 


IF Tottenham Hotspur’s final 
visit to Roker Park on Tuesday 
night had ended in defeat, it 
could have marked the start of 
the north London club's de¬ 
cline into the relegation zone. 
Instead, their victory left Sun¬ 
derland's home record as the 
tightest defence in die FA 
Carling Premiership in tatters 
and suggested thar Tottenham 
are not so far away from 
recapturing old glories. 

With Steffen Iversen. their 
young and. at £2.75 million, 
comparatively cheap Norwe¬ 
gian striker scoring a memo¬ 
rable hsMrick. Tottenham 
looked a class above Sunder¬ 
land and appeared capable of 
scoring at will. 

"We've talked a lot about the 
season and injuries, but this 
was the first time that John 
Scales. Steffen Iversen. 
Darren Anderton and Teddy 
Sheringham have played to¬ 
gether in the three months we 
have had Scales." Gerry Fran¬ 
cis. the Tottenham manager. 


r 




wmm 

Francis: high praise 

said. On this form, with the 
remaining injury victims — 
Armstrong, Vega. Mabbutt. 
Fox and Sinton — to return to 
add depth to the squad, Tot¬ 
tenham look a formidable 
force for next season. 

Even without them, they 
destroyed Sunderland with 
some exhilarating football in 
the best Tottenham tradition 
and looked as good as any 
leading Premiership team. 

“What I've been saying, 
which is difficult when you are 
going against the wind, is that 
our performances in recent 
matches have not been reflect¬ 
ed in results.” Francis said. “I 
thought we should have beat¬ 
en Forest 4-1 or 5-1 on Satur¬ 
day, but we didn't Steffen will 
probably tell you he had better 
chances then, but they didn’t 
go in. 

“He is a very talented boy. 
Everything h3d gone superbly 


well for him through his 
career, but he's come here, he 
has played ever so well, creat¬ 
ed chances, got chances, but 
for one reason or another they 
hadn’t gone in and. probahly 
for the first time in his career, 
he was feeling a bit low on 
confidence. 

“So l sat him down on 
Monday and showed him the 
videos I had made of him 
when I was watching him — 
showed him the way the goals 
flew in and things he did. He 
gave a little smile. I don't 
know* whether it made any 
difference, but today they have 
gone in for him.” 

Iversen took his goals with 
the certainty of a born scorer, 
the shot for his third goal 
struck with power and a nigh 
technique from 30 yards that 
revealed a young player of 
huge promise. 

“If Chris Armstrong had 
been fit, we might have been 
able to introduce him a bit 
more quietly, but he’s had to 
come in and play, mainly with 
Rory Allen or Neale Fenn.” 
Francis said. “But he’s an 
exceptional talent and playing 
with Teddy, or Chris, he’s 
going to leam a great deal.” 

Whether he will leam much 
playing against Premiership | 
defences like Sunderland’s is | 
another matter. Iversen could 
have been pitting his skills 
against Ferrara and Peruzzi, 
of Juventus. last night in the 
European Cup, but money 
talked and he left Rosenborg, 
of Norway, for Tonenham. On 
this performance, he might be 
back on the European stage 
earlier than seemed likely a 
week ago. 

His job on Tuesday night 
was helped by Sunderland's 
defensive disarray, a new and 
worrying development for 
Peter Reid, the Sunderland 
manager. He started the game 
with two forwards and a three- 
man defence, an attacking 
formation thar was prompted 
by Sunderland's lack of goals 
that, up until this match, had 
been Reid’s main cause for 
concern. 

Reid's side had scored once 
in their previous six games 
and. indeed, a Sunderland 
player has yet to score at 
Roker this year. Their only 
goal at home in 1997 came 
from Tony Adams, of Arsenal. 

This poor form in front of 
goal is the main reason why 
Sunderland are faring the 
prospect of relegation after 
just one season back in the top 
flight. 



12.3% APR 



PHtLCOL£/ALLSP0RT 


Iversen. who scored a hat-trick for Tottenham, loses this aeriel battle with Ord, the Sunderland defender 

Old Firm inspire global warming 


By Our Sports Staff 

IT WAS probably the fare Jock 
Wallace, a legendary Rangers 
manager, who once insisted 
that if the Old Firm were to 
meet at the North Bale at 
midnight it would still be a 
sell-out. The suspicion lurks 
that if television was wilting to 
pay for it such a match could 
be arranged. 

Even though the Tennents 
Scottish Cup quarter-final to¬ 
night will take place at the 
more likely venue of Celtic 
Park, the Glasgow derby does 
indeed have a global 
perspective. 

Tony Innes, for instance, 
hopes to go to work with a 
smile tomorrow morning, re¬ 
plete from a 90-minute break¬ 
fast in front of the television 
and. he expects, a Celtic 
victory. 

Adelaide-based Innes is the 
chairman of the South Austra¬ 
lia Celtic Supporters’ Associ¬ 
ation. He last saw them in 
real-life action in the 1989 
Soottish Cup final. 

“Hopefully that will be an 
omen.” he said. “We won 1-0 
with a goal from Joe Miller. 
HI be watching on Friday, 
even though for us the kick-off 


is something like 5.30am. Nor¬ 
mally about 45 of us get 
together at a pub to watch 
matches on Fox, the pay-TV 
channel. We get a foil Scottish 
game once a week from the 
previous weekend but there 
haven’t been too many with 
Celtic in recent weeks. 

“We watched the Old Fum 
game at new year in a bar 
which opened for us specially 
at 5am and served breakfast. 
This week I’ll have a few of the 
guys round the house and 
then go off to work. 

“We run three teams and 
play the Rangers supporters 


every year,” he said. “As you 
can imagine, the new year 
game here is usually played in 
around 35 degrees hear. Nor 
the best when you have a 
hangover, but we won it this 
yean I think it was 7-2." 

Even thousands of miles 
from home, Innes admits that 
he and others cannot shed the 
Old Firm rivalry, although he 
keeps in touch with his 
Rangers counterpart in Adel¬ 
aide 

“I’m quite friendly with 
Albert Wilson, chairman of 
the Adelaide Rangers Sup¬ 
porters’ Association. We have 


Doubt over Hislop 


SHAKA HISLOP, the New¬ 
castle United goalkeeper, 
could miss his side's FA 
Carling Premiership match 
with Liverpool at Anfield on 
Monday after dislocating a 
• finger during their Uefa Cup 
defeat by AS Monaco on 
Tuesday. 

Hislop, who was malting 
his European debut, was hurt 
when he dived to save a shot 
from Sonny Anderson in the 
fifteenth minute, but after 
attention from Derek Wright. 


the dub physiotherapist, 
managed to play on. 

Pavel Smicek. his deputy, 
who was due to play for the 
Czech Republic against Po¬ 
land this weekend, is now 
likely to be withdrawn. 

Derby County are reported 
to have signed two interna¬ 
tionals from the Costa Rica 
dub. Herediano. They are 
Paulo Wanchope, a striker, 
and Mauri do Solis, a mid- 
field player. No fee has been 
announced. 


to be — sometimes he has 
videos we want and we regu¬ 
larly swap tapes.” 

Paul Byres, a Rangers fan 
originally from Lockerbie, 
runs The Scots Corner restau¬ 
rant in London, Ontario, and 
he is expecting a sell-our on 
Thursday afternoon. “It will 
be a 2.45pm luck-off here,” he 
said. “It's a civilised kick-off 
but that might be the only 
civilised aspect to it 
“Seriously, we will have 
around 100 punters in the 
restaurant, with the majority* 
following Rangers but with 
Celtic fans as well" 

Byres has the pies in stock 
for fans yearning for home 
cooking but, apparently, no 
Bovril. Labatt's. presumably, 
is the alcoholic alternative. 

lighthouse men around the : 
coast of Scotland wfll not be so 
fortunate. The Northern 
Lighthouse Board confirmed 
that their televisions only 
have terrestrial channels. 

□ Graeme Armstrong. 40. 
moved to within 24 games of 
Terry Paine’s British record 
for league appearances by an 
outfield player when he played 
his 800ul match on Tuesday, 
for Stenhousemuir against 
Stranraer. 


Forest fail to solve striking problem 


THE new owners of Nottingham Forest 
have failed in their attempt to make Brian 
Deane the first signing since the £19 
million takeover of the dub (Richard 
Hobson writes). Their bid of £225 million 
was turned down by Leeds United, who 
are confident that Deane will sign a new 
contract when his present deal expires at 
the aid of the season. 

Dave Bassett, the Forest general man¬ 
ager, had been led to believe that Deane, 
29, would be allowed to leave Elland 
Road, having scored just four goals in 21 


games. Forest are struggling to avoid 
relegation from the FA Carling 
Prmeiership and the owners — with 
Irving Scholar, the former Tottenham 
Hotspur chairman, pulling the strings as 
football consultant from his home in 
Monte Carlo — have highlighted a 
forward as the priority acquisition. 

“We are in chronic need of a striker.” 
Bassett said, “if 1 can find somebody 
capable of scoring 20 goals a season, it 
could keep us in the Premiership. Brian 
Deane did it for me for three seasons at 


Sheffield United, but Leeds were not 
interested in selling.” 

Scholar, who flew from Monaco to 
watch Forest against Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day last night, is due to meet Bassett and 
Stuart Pearce, the caretaker manager 
until the end of the season, to discuss the 
club's next move this morning. With three 
weeks to go until the transfer deadline. 
Forest may turn their attentions towards 
an easier target. Pierre van Hooijdonk, 
the unsettled Celtic striker who has said 
that he is keen to move to Forest. 


Badminton loses 
status as key 
selection trial 


THE Mitsubishi Badminton 
Horse Trials in May will no 
longer be the official selection 
trial for the Great Britain 
three-day event team- The 
change, announced yesterday 
by Giles Rowsell. chairman of 
the national selectors, is part of 
a. shake-up within the sport 
after Britain's dismal results at 
die Olympic Gaines in Atlanta. 

“We want id take the pres¬ 
sure off the riders by letting it 
be their choice whether or not 
they go to Badminton.” 
Rowsell said yesterday. “Our 
main object is to have fit, 
sound horses to choose from 
far the team for the . Open 
European championships in 
September. Riders will now 
have to take a gamble and 
deride where best to run their 
horses- If we have a choice of 
horses in September, a top 
four-star performance at Bad¬ 
minton will obviously count 
more than equivalent results 
at a three-star event, such as 
Saumur in France or 
Bramham.” 

The move has been wel¬ 
comed by the riders. Ian 
Stark, a member of the British 
Olympic team, described it as 
“long overdue". Stark, who 
intends to compete at Badmin¬ 
ton this year on his team 
contender. Stanwick Ghost 
said: “It’S not so bad this year, 
because the Open European is 
a three-star event but when 
there are two four-star events 
in one year, such as the 
Olympics or world champion¬ 
ships, it will be a relief for the 
rider to make his own derision 
about Badminton.” 

Rowsell said that no deri¬ 
sion had been taken on the 
appointment of an overall 
team trainer. A more pressing 


By Jbvny MacArthuR 

Badminton concern is to 
lay will no Council's requiCTJt for a 
ial selection perfbnnanre director for the 
sat Britain three disciplines of show- 
team. The jumping, horse trials and 
d yesterday dressage- ... 
Chairman of “We are hoping for lottery 
rs. is part of funding." Rowsell said, but 
i the sport the Sports Council now says ir 
al results ai will only deal with one perfar- 
s in Atlanta, mance director for the three 
ce the pres- disciplines, so that appomr- 
by letting it ment is our priority at the 
stherornot moment. We are not r uling 
adjTunton,” out an overall team trainer, 
sday. “Our but that will come later." 
o have fit Chris Bartle. who master* 



Stark: welcome 

minded Britain’s excellent 
dressage showing in the 
Olympic three-day event, is' 
continuing as dressage trainer 
and Graham Fletcher has 
been brought in as show- 
jumping trainer. Andy Bathe 
is the new team veterinary 
surgeon. In a bid to gain some 
of the lottery money due to be 
awarded to sports science. 
Bathe has been asked by the 
Sports Council to draw up a 
“dream progr am me" for the 
veterinary requirements of the 
three-day event team: 


SQUASH 


lingfield hang on 
in final straight 


By Colin McQuillan 


WITH two fixtures remaining 
in the Super Squash League, it 
is virtually impossible to sepa¬ 
rate the teams, and results this 
week did little to suggest that 
anything but a last, feverish 
gallop down the finishing 
straight will identity the 
champions. 

Ellis Lingfield retain a mar¬ 
ginal lead on counrback from 
Dunraven Maes teg and Sur¬ 
biton. and might be seen as 
the favourites, with the world 
No 2 and No 3. Rodney Eyles 
and Pbter Nicol. leading their 
line. 

But this week Eyles lost 9-5. 
9-7. 8-10, 9-8 to Simon Parke, 
the England No l, who will 
lead Surbiton until they exer¬ 
cise the option of topping-up 
their squad with Jansher 
Khan, the world champion. 
Jansher arrives in Europe next 
week to start his preparation 
for the British Open champ¬ 
ionship in April. 

Nicol defeated Julien 
Bonetat. the French No 1, 9-4. 
9-5. 9-5 at second string in 
Surbiton, but the third-string 
match was secured for the 
home side by Denny Med- 
dings, who beat Stepen Meads 
9-4. 9-2.9-6. 

The unexpected defeat 
might have been more cosdy 


for Lingfield had Maesteg got 
thefr . selection right against 
ICL Lionherts this week. As 1 
suming that Mark Cairns, 
their British champion, would 
be tired from a Mercia Open 
final against Peter Marshall 
on Sunday* the Welsh side 
brought in Paul Gregory to 
lead their line against Chris 
Walker, Del Harris and Dan 
Jenson- In the event. Marshall 
withdrew from the tourna¬ 
ment suffering from fatigue. 

Cairns was fretting with 
nervous energy atcourtside irr 
Welwyn Garden City on Mon¬ 
day as Harris lost unexpected¬ 
ly 9-4.9-3,9-S to David Evans, 
die young Welsh champion, 
but then Craig van der Wath 
went down 9-5.9-5,8-10.9-7 to 
Jenson and Gregory fell 9-6,9- 
6, 9-5 to Walker as Lionheirts 
recovered to win. 

Maesteg will need their 
strongest line-up at lingfield 
next week while lionherts can 
increase the momentum of 
their title defence in an away 
match with Rowlands 
Manchester. The final fixtures 
pit Lionherts at home to 
Lingfield and Surbiton look¬ 
ing for maximum home points 
against Manchester. 

POSITIONS: l, Qfc Lmgfit#j lOofcr 2. 
Djtmwt Maesteg 10: 3- Subitan 10; 4, 
Rowlands Manchester 9; 5. XX Uontartsft 
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UEFA CUP: Quwttr-finafa, first leg: 
Newcasfe United 0 AS Monaco 1: Ander- 
lecht 1 Intemasorvie 1: SchalKe CM 2 
Valencia ft Tenants 0 Srondby I 
FA CARUNG PREMIERSHIP: Sunderland 
0 Tottenham Hotspui d 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE First division; 
Bamstov I Swindon Town 1: Bimangham 
City 1 Wofvemampur Wanderer? 2 
Chat Hon AiWetrc 2 Queens Paris Rangers 1 
Crystal Palace 1 Bdran WarvJencre 1 
Huddersfield Town 1 Orford Unrted ft 
Ipswoh Town 3 Bradford Cry 2. Otaffwrn 
Athletic 1 Trenmere Rovers 2. Roaring 2 
Norwich City 1: Sheffield United 3 Port Veto 
0 Second divblon: Brentford Cl Wycombe 
Wanderers 0. Bury 2 Shrewsbury Town 0. 
Chesterfield 1 Luton Town 1: Peterborough 
United 2 Warlord 1. Wabafl 2 Brciol City 0 
Third rSvtdon: Bncfrton 2 Northampton 
Town 1:Carfisie Unrted 5 Torquay Unfed 1. 
Dreter City 1 Barr» 1. Wigan 4thleK 2 
Hartlepool 2. 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD: Northern 
section. Senv-Snak Orem Ateusrdre 1 
Stockport County 1 (5toc*pan wm 5-3 on 
pensj. 

VAUXHALL CONFERENCE Halifax Town 
1 Hednesfand Town ft Staiybndge Celtic 2 
Gateshead 5; Wcfcng 0 Hayes 0 (match 
abandoned after 20mm) 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Rrst * 
vision: Greenock Morion 0 Feta* 2 
S econd divalon: Brecfwi C4v O Harrdron 
toidu»Tvoal 1. Clyde 2 Dunbarton Alhtenc 
I. Stenhotoermw « Stranraer 0 Third 
division: Arbroath 1 East Stirling 2. Rose 
County 2 Queen's Part. 0 
REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: League ol 
Wales 0 FAJ Leacuc 2 Id Lockwsh Stadium. 
CauMfl 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Premier dtvtswn: 
Dorchester 2 Merthyr 0 Greeley Rovcn, 1 
Burton Abon 0. Haslngs 2 King's Lynn 2 
Nuneaton 3 Chelmsford 1 Mldtand di¬ 
vision: HjrtOJoy Tcv/n? EveshamUid l.RC 
Watvnck. ' Reunite Ter.vn V Shepshod 
Dynamo 2 Moor Green a Tarrwmh 0 
■htelon Town 0 Southern division: 
Ciiencosror T 1 Fs her Alhk'JC (London) 

0 Enth and Bekcdeic 4 rfcwjjart fc,W 4. 
Witney Town i >«<? Town 1 Cup: Semi¬ 
final. frst leg: Sudbury Tr* 1 Weymouth 0 
IMIBOND LEAGUE: Premier division' 
ChOrie,' 0 Leu is Town 0 Gafrscarouqh I 

Boston Untied 1. Lancaster 2 Bomber 
Bridge 3 First division: Lcipri 2 Harrogate 
Town a Preside re's Cup: Second round: 
Runcorn 3 Bsrcr.v I Second-found replay: 
Wotfcsop Town o Btyth Spartans 1 iab*v 
tfored after 25mm) League Cur Fourrii- 


LEGAL NOTICES 


KESTREL CONTRACT HIRE 
LIMITED 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Uni 
rbe creditors of lira above com¬ 
pany are required, cm or bef ore 
7ita April 1997, to send B Umtr 
run muses and addresses, roll 
iiaiticaLus of their debra or 


im 


debts are prows 
Dated 24/&U97 


PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT 

, „ LICENCES 

hut ice is given that Mc¬ 
Govern TAVERNS LIMITED has 
applied to Us Corporation at 
London for Wsokrioy Muvlr and 
diwnurojrapb Uconcas for the 

premises mcgovexns. 32 old 
BAILEY. LONDON ECA. 

Anyone wishing to oppose Uie 
application must Biss notice In 

writing ro Uia City Seers tare, ru.r- 

noreliaa of L e nd ret. Pri tv.. Wn 


above-named Company 1 
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RUGBY UNION 


Injury to Grayson 

creates another 

problem at No 10 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 

*£*!££ *& over what h* been a i nju ^ 

gressSTsSner^dl X P ^ 11 m 

rude imerruDtion hTiLSf !“*lPlwwtiwrapy HiU s 


rude interruption by France 
last weekend, has taken on a 
more hesitant air. Injuries on 
Tuesday night to Paul Gray¬ 
son and Richard Hill suggest 
that the team to play Wales in 
Cardiff on March IS. sched¬ 
uled to be announced today, 
will amount to no more than a 
squad. - 

Grayson's injury seems the 
. more serious. He left the field 
during Northampton’s league 
game with Gloucester with a 
muscular problem. “I felt 
something pop after my first 
goal-kick ana within a few 
minutes had no option but to 
p) off." he said, leaving Eng¬ 
land in something of a quan- 


on the leg yesterday and Ian 
McGeechan, the Northamp¬ 
ton director of rugby, said: 
“The muscle has been torn 
and there is internal bleeding. 
Paul needs to get rid of that 
before they can properly as¬ 
sess his condition, but, if it is 
just that, he has a fighting 
chance of being fit for Cardiff." 

Should Grayson not recover 
in time, Mike Catt may well 
reclaim the No 10 jersey, or 
England can take the riskier 
option of giving a first cap to 
Alex King, the Wasps and 
England A stand-off. 

Hill left the field during 
Saracens’ victory over One! I 
with a recurrence of an ankle 


Barbarians turn on 
style with 12-try spree 


East Midlands .38 

Barbarians.72 

By David Hands 

THE Barbarians celebrated, 
in their customary manner, 
the memory of Edgar Mpbbs 
at Northampton yesterday, 
running in 12 tries in their 
frolic with the East Midlands, 
but they have no more to look 
forward to this season. League 
rugby and the professional era 
have finally killed the tradi¬ 
tional Easter tour to South 
Wales and instead the Bar¬ 
barians will take themselves 
to Italy in June fin* further 
missionary work. 

There they will spread their 
gospel of open, adventurous 
rugby. Yet the most famous 
invitation clnb in the world 
cannot be an anachronism 
while so many players enjoy 
appearing in their colours. 

The Barbarians have been ■ 
prepared' to seek out', players 
from dubs that still appreciate 
their qualities, and give them 
games alongside international 
luminaries — thus Mark 
Richardson, of Aspatria, 
played in the victory over 
Leicester last week, and Brian 
Johnson and Nick Grecian, 
from Newbury, revelled 


Ryder Gup 
plea by 

* Torrance 

SAM TORRANCE, who is 
hoping to play in his ninth 
successive Ryder Cup in 
Vaiderraraa, Spain, in Sep¬ 
tember, has joined the grow¬ 
ing ranks of golfers who 
believe that Serve Ballesteros, 
the Europe captain, should be 
given greater freedom when 
§ie team that will take on the 
United States is chosen. 

Torrance, who plays in the 
Moroccan Open in Agadir this 
week, thinks that three play¬ 
ers chosen by the captain plus 
nine selected automatically 
would be ideal. At present, 
Ballesteros can choose two 
players to join the first ten in 
the Ryder Cup points table — 
determined by prize-money 
won on the European Tour by 
August 31. 

□ Rowing: Oriel comfortably 
rowed over al the top of men’s 
division one on the opening 
day of Oxford University'S 
Torpids on die Isis yesterday. 
In the women’s division one. 

* Osier-Green, the leaders, held 
I 0 ff a late challenge by St 
^ Catherine’s. 

- □ ice hockey: Norman 

pirmington, the K^ ston 
Hawks forward, will be free to 
nlav this weekend after a 
British Ice Hockey Association 
disciplinary committee 
cleared him of head-butting in 
a match againstTdfbrdTigers 

n F^rS 22, 

had appealed against an auto¬ 
matic six-gameoan- 

□ H«k<yi rel f d ', sh TX f 

rrssjSt 

tore. foUcwri* J 1 loss “ 
Belgium on Tuesday. 

1 DCrid-t cjlis aims >N *e 

SSS3ESS5tar” 

njcuperattifi penoo. 


alongside six capped players 
yesterday. 

Northampton had hoped to 
field most of their first XV in 
East Midlands colours, as 
they did last year, but the re¬ 
arranged league match with 
Gloucester on Tuesday 
scotched that plan. East Mid¬ 
lands, therefore, were a thinly- 
disguised Northampton 
development XV. 

The Barbarians were 28-22 
down at half-time, but they 
turned up the power, falling 
only five points short of their 
record in this fixture, 77 scored 
four years ago. 

SCORERS: East MdtandK TiteK Harter. 
Marin. C Johnson, Wrijfit Beales, Law. 
Convankma; Hepher (4). Barbarians: 
Tries: Hopfey (3). Boyd (2), Robinson, 
Grecian, Scuoy, Martin. Gardner. Sporiadar. 
B Johnson. Comaraiona; Scully (4), Gre¬ 
cian, Ukry. 

EAST MIDLANDS (Nortarepton utfess 
stated):. M. Dods; A Beales, N Law, p 
Greenes, K Morgan A H^her. D Malone; C 
Allen, C Johnson, L Morwefl (Bedford), P 
Alston (Luton, captain), M Fbuntafoa. I 
Skmgatoy (Bedford Atfiteta). J Wrrrtl. D 
Mem. Morgan replaced by C PhUpa 
(40mJnl; Manual replaced by M Lawn (bB); 
Rxmtafoe replaced by M Birfe (72); Malone 
l eptacotftyJ-Coolny (Bedford. -72). 
BARBARIANS: N Grecian (Newbury); B 
Johnson (hkjwbury), LArtau (Belgrano AC 
end Argerrmaj. Ft Rofcmson (Coventry). P 
Hopley (Wasps): A Boyd (Richmond). D 
Scufty (WetefeU), M-CUfflUa (Milan and 
Italy), . P Frastaratar (Leicester)- MUnnett 
{Wcnaaor and England), R Martin (SC 
and Argentina), R Brawn (Melrose). P 
Sporieder (Cuntpayti end Argentina). D 
Evm (poverty). J Gardner (Trevtao and 
Italy).' Robinson replaced by R LBey 
(Leicester. 6D); Urmoa replacedby A Sharp 
fcoveniiy and Scoltand, S9). 

RetaraK J Peereon (Duhsm). 


RECORD 


BASKETBALL 



BILLIARDS _ 

NORWICH: Strachan world matehptay 
championship: Second round: S Narsby 
(Er») & E Hughoe (Ire) 4-£ H Fofchwl (Auai 
bfPShaahOT(Eng) 4-0: SAoaMBl (foffla) bi 
M Kothart (tndto) 4-1; C Shutr (&ig) bi A 
Poflcyan (Russ) 4-0:1 WWamson (Eng) U P 
Wefoam (Eng) 4-0. G Sett (Inda) M M 
Rehani (India) 4-Z A ShandBya (India) b) S 
Hardcasfe (Eng) 4-2. Third round: D Joehi 
(IncUaj M Agrawal 4-2 

BOWLS 

YORK: EWIBA national champtowhlpK 
Champion oI champions: Serm-finels: S 
R**man (Kfrfl George RekJ) W J Wl^on 
(Cumbria) 21-5: L Jarman (Carnoridfle 
Chesterton) tt A Hanson (FofcestDne) 
21-18. Hnat Refcman bl Jarman 21-19. 
Triptee: First round: CherweU (KHavwtf bl 

s^ssskusss 

htaniBon) oi County Arts (R Nonte) 19-16: 
Trtwmrm (P Burton) bt Worthing (W 
Davies) 18-17: Bdon. NewcasOe (A Hii>- 
hndl bt MandoU. North London (M van 
p£)19-i 5: Egham (K Strutu bt Copeland 
Cumbria (M Ecdes) 2M: Dpnysii (J 
Shochsits) tv Partrodi Park- Dg y^ff 
Clarkl 22-01 (after a ® a ent ®‘ 

^pfersarsas 

MndS^w™ “ Foltestena 17-8. 
StonteEJdoa Newcastle 18-10 

boxing 

ELEPHANT AND CASUi|£n^Pn> 

fKnobetvTaisn) rsc Isimd UgW- 

SSSaajsassw 

KWstram (fin) bt Flnrtrp^Jbon 
/Il£ksl Dts. Haawy (10 mcls)- Garry 

JSS |f£s ^ ° bah (N ’V 

«ia) defl Sth ird. 

~ HOCKEY 

■2*M,'eRaf. , as! 

1 Araentma 1; Sort! Kww * 
SBSari 2 Belarus 0. Ireland 

vSa^OONTY CHAMPIONSHIP. 
MiXtesex 1 Suney 6, Sussrer 3 Kem 6 

ice hockey 

national lBWUE t (NHL):Jarrwa Bay 6 

g&SWBSSBi 

Angelas 1.____ 

LACROSSE 


Si Bartholomew's I 5J Helen and Si 
Katheme'sS 

ROWING 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY TORPIDS 
MEN: Firart dMsjor 1 Brasenose New 
Coiege and Unnrenjty bpd Cbnuchutch 
Lincoln bpd Worcester. Duel il Enerei bpd 
Wadham Today - # starting order. CviH 
Pembroke, Magdalen. Brasenote Hew 
Coeege. Urwersity. OmsJ Oiurai Lrvrrtn 
Worcester, Si Edmund HalL Onel 11 Exeter 
Second division: Queen's bpd Si John s 
Tmihr and Jesus bpd Lady Margaret Had. 
Merton bpd Hertford Today’s starting 
order Wartam. Si Canerre s Oue*n *• 
Si John's. Bolioi. Si Pae* s. Tnnay. 

Lady Magaiei Hall, hjebhf. Osier Jjreen. 
Merton. Third drvisJon: a Armes. P«i> 
broke U bpd BalHH II. MansieW bpd Pem 
bn*e II. Oriel HI. Corpus Ctmsti Unwersflyil 
bpd St Edmond Han U. New College II tip.? 
Corpus Chnsu Toctoy's starling order 
HertlCHd. won son L macro Si Hugh s Sr 
Arne's. Mansfield. Pemo*c*e n Baiioi li 
One! 1H. New College II Corpus Chnsn Uni- 
varsity U Forth division: heble II. Magda 
ion 11'bpd Brasenose li, E*eter ll bp»l Wer- 
easier II. 3omerw9e.Lma#i n LadyMtriga 
tei Hall ll. Wartam ir bpd Si Jrtn ; II W- Jl 
eon ll bpd Si Camenre s li Today's starl¬ 
ing order Sr Edmund Hull II rette ll. 
Magdalen 8. Brasenost H Exeier II. Wen 
oesrer B. Somewte. Lincoln ff. Lady Mjrga 
tei Hal II. Wartam II. Si John s II. WtrllSrt 
II. Ffflh divisfon: Si Peterir WoWson it. 
Oral IV. Si Benat's Ha> tpd s fl 

Woffson # bpd Si Pflal It. Si Aran- s n 
One! IV, Jesus I! bpd Si Be net's HaH Hen- 
ford II bpd Lfrweryty III. Cuei J 7rte«ri n Re 
gems ParK and Magdalen ll bpd Keet*? Ill 
Today's starling order Si C-alhwme's jr 
Peter's H. SI Anne's H. Ornii IV. Je*4js ll St 
Benet's HM. Gueen t. a t-KaTt-rad n Urevur 
aty IB. Osier-Gieen W Regents Pan- 
Magdalen III Sixth division tuo: a»n- 
boned and siariing order sub|eci to adiudt 
cal ton by race oncteds Seventh division 
Queen's III. Wacinam m. Si Caitv-fu^'t in Si 
Hugh's III, St Arne's III. Merten III tj«1 
Brasenose IN. Merlon IV bpd Hertcad in To¬ 
day's startnsi order l.lmverfiy IV Pen' 
brrte III. Queen's ill Wartam III Si 
Catharv** s W. St Huqti s ill St Anr-e-. HI. 
Merton HI. Brewnose'lll. Man : -1ie« « Cur¬ 


ias Chrisii 

Women: Ft 


Chris.!i li. Menon IV Heuiord 


itei TON KEYNES: Nattonal' BASCTBAU. Budwefeer League Loop- 

McFariana Oup ardnv Worthing (70) 

^3SrI^ Wes,Dnb rtfeS?^2 iW BOW 15 Wbrnens Eriglltnnatwiai md oot 
Afoam 0 RenUCT chaniptonshvs(al Yoik) 

Arrogate Lad® J Si Helen HOCKEY: Women’s county champ- 

CheBenge 2. jort^tlp: Wdw v Odudshse let 

KaShenOfBrecUteD. 9Q. Brttteh Aerospace under 
rtd a 18 ^tottrtTcat Mffre. 

5s' Ashe's 2 Sa>Mm - 9 Ml. % 

won at goal ayerotr “V 

_.rajjq Golden Gris H.08-11 JO Snou«cart SrtoS '/r4935W) t oo 


First rtrtskm: ‘>urt ano c .t Htrt' 


k/- FIXTURES j 

FOOTBALL 
KJcA oW 7 a».«ed 

Cup Winners' Cup 
Quarter-finals, first teg 
Barcelona v AJh Solna (8 Oj 
BenlKa v Fioret ilina (7 4&> 

Pans Sarril-Gcrmain v AEP. Athens 
Sh Brann v Liverpool 17 15) 

Tennenls Scottish Cup 
Fifth round 

C«fiic v Rangers (7 A6) 

UNIBOND LEAGUE' UnWfla First Division 
Cup Third-round replay NcUn.rlicM v 
Ashler Uniiad 

PONRN'S CENTRAL LEAGUE. Premier 
division: Hotnnqharn Faest v Everton (7 Oi 
Fist dtasron 1 Weci Brtytrvwcn v Pen Vafo iat 
HakBAWren liwn FC, 1 0) 

UK LMNG WOMEN'S FA CUP Sixth- 
round replay. IthoJW v Arsenal. 
SCHOOLS MATClfiS FA Premier League 
Trophy. Under-Id Quartef-ftnal- Harnfi- 
Shie v Surrey (at NewMfitan. 6 JO) Unda 
16 Quanei-mal. Susse> v Oribtdtfno jai 
The Sairons 7 0) Engteh Snfckere Under- 
19 Trophy Wolvorhammun Gramrriai. uVc-sr 
Mviartte v Cmnero? Oran mar Lin-ashi* 
p 15): Cardinal Netwrwr Lantsnhiev vale 
Goltege. North Easi Wats t£<Ji 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL. Budwefaer League Loup- 
Htfcv Worthing (70) 

BOWLS' Women & Englim naiwiai indoor 
chanptorshtps (at York) 

HOCKEY: Women’s county champ¬ 
ionship: Berkslwe v Odudshie (ei 
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injury. “1 just felt a twinge and 
it made sense to come off." 

HiU said, “but I will play for 

Saracens against Bristol on 
Sunday and will be available 
for selection for the match 
against Wales.” 

Wales, who are also sched¬ 
uled to name a squad today, 
have accepted that Arwel 
Thomas, their stand-off, will 
miss the international. He 
must keep a brace on his 
injured knee for another fort¬ 
night at least leaving the team 
management to deride be¬ 
tween Jonathan Davies and 
Neil Jenkins, who has made a 
successful conversion at inter¬ 
national level to full back. 

Davies, who fractured a rib 
last month, claims that he will 
be fit to “have one last crack" 
at England, but it would seem 
far more sensible to restore 
Jenkins to his club position 
and bring Wayne Proctor in at 
full back, where he played 
well last year. 

Like- all first and second 
division clubs, those in league 
action on Tuesday were the 
first to be affected by the 
Rugby Football Union’s (RFU) 
acceptance of the Internation¬ 
al Rugby Football Board's 
recommendation for six re¬ 
placements to be available. 
The RFU did so on safety 
grounds and to lessen the 
potential for injury to players 
fighting to go with the British 
Lions to South Africa this 
summer, but McGeechan 1 
stressed that the change 
indicated how swiftly the new 
company designed to run pro¬ 
fessional rugby in England 
can work. 

“1 have been fighting for an 
expansion of replacements tor 
a month.” McGeechan, die 
Lions coach, said. “Fortunate¬ 
ly, we have the company in 
operation and that means 
quick decisions can be taken 
between the RFU and the top 
24 dubs. It was rugby people 
making a rugby derision.” 

□ The BBC will screen both 
matches live on the final 
weekend of the five nations' 
championship. The first half 
of France's pursuit of a grand 
slam against Scotland will be 
shown on BBC1 and the 
second half on BBC2. once 
coverage of Wales against 
England begins on BBC1. 



Hill is a study of concentration as he settles into the TWR Arrows car that he wlO drive in the Australian Grand FTix on Sunday 

Hill ready to be driven off his pedestal 

H allway to Australia Oliver Holt 017 how SUCCeSS last year has prepared centre of attention, the focui 

in one of the passen- ---=-——- of everything, a man to be 

aer (ounces at Bane- the world champion for a difficult season ahead deferred to. 


H alfway to Australia 
in one of the passen¬ 
ger lounges at Bang¬ 
kok airport Damon Hill was 
talking about his most embar¬ 
rassing moments. The front 
wing of his Arrows had fallen 
off while he was driving it 
round Silveistone late last 
week, but there were only a 
few people there so it was low 
on tiie scale. It was an incident 
on his wedding day that was 
uppermost in his mind. 

Nervous, sitting in the 
church on the front pew with 
his best man. H31 thought 
that he heard his wife-to-be; 
Georgie, coming in at the 
back, so he stood up. It was 
someone else, but Hill felt too 
sheepish to admit his mistake 
and sit down again so he 
stayed bolt upright for ten 
minutes, sweltering in his 
smart suit, until she arrived. 

Back on the plane, his 
thoughts stayed on the same 
tack, switching direction only 
slightly towards a sports¬ 
man’s fear of failure. Mainly, 
it was the horror he had felt in 
the middle of last year when 
he watched Greg Norman 
blow his chance at the Mas¬ 
ters and realised that the same 
ridicule would be heaped on 
him if he failed to hold off 
Jacques Villeneuve in the race 
for the Formula One drivers’ 


bpd Pafriiio* e Univef^irv and Lcnly Maraa 
rei hdH bpd Crinst C hurch Today's starting 
aider Si Cuihewie's. New 

CoDoge. Wartam. So»n«vilk\ Onel. si 
Hilda £. P«niB<o*«- Unniwutv Lady M*iga 
Hal. OirBi Church Trinity Second 

division: Wollsan bpd Worses I er Menon 

bpd Kmgs Si Edmund Hal bpd Baiiioi. 
Kebte bpd Si Ames Today's starting 
order. Prasenose Lincoln Hern or cl Wort- 
son. Woicksim Menon Quec-ns, Si Eci- 
nurid Hall BaHn-il Kur. E>eier yr-Oit 
Third division' MadtoK-ri jihJ Manshetet 
bpd Si Hugh v Magfrrien ll en>J Ppinbrote 
ll. Lad,- Maigaiei Hail ll ted Pernt«o» < 'll 
Wddtuni ll and Corpus Chnsw bed Lady 
Morgan:-! I laU n Today's starting or tier oi 
Anne-: Oftei-Oreen U Si P<*l« V Lmucic 
Son n-rviik' II. Magduit'u. Mansfield. Si 
Hughs. Maijrtateii II. Wartam Co,pus 
Chnsne. Lady Maigdi*I Hall II Fourth dm- 
ston Si Edmund Hull ll bpd Merton ll. Hen 
l»d II EJpd LriCuiri II Si Anions S aryl Wert- 
•son III tpd Chrisi Clinch II Today's start¬ 
ing order FVnVvohtell WollsA'ill Regenl's 
PuiK. Si C-artwnn* % ll. St Edmund Hail II. 
Menon II Hertford ll. Linooln II Sf Amoriy's 

WoH-.-oriIII rill foasenpvll.Si 

Hugr, 4 ll 

RUGBY UNION _ 

Mobbs memorial match 

East Midlands 38 Barbarians. 72 

lal Normjriipronl 

COURAijE CLUBS CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Flrsi drvBion. •.llo.i-'eslci I- 1 Nor'r,.rriplon 
8. L* n:«M* 3 W 9. Saracens .-’4 r.yioll 
IS 

CLUB MATCH o.ford Urv,ei;.n> 22 
1/ 

SAILING 

BT GLOBAL CHALLENGE: Fourth leg- 
Sydney lo '.’apt- T>f.vn (p<Kiiioii& al 
l 3 b’'SMT ytsiij/da-. *rth inlo>- lo r'ape 
Iiwn l 1 ovsr* W in- Wantor S.S74. 2. 
F ju j. |n Fterriernto S.670. 7 . SivO Ifte- 

CJiiWk-ti h.676. J Ojnceri 5.676 5 
ConrtaoW* lm r <<i?6 6. Gro'.p 4 6.677 7. 
i.'omnioioai L*ricn S677. 8. Nuclear Ele:- 
ii ». Sfi.'rt ^ fAji-crijia 8676 10. Heiaih 
IriMfif if S.E-7B. 11 3Cnm668C 13 Tnv- 
i. Tdo 61-88 i i liloCrjl Teamwcrt 5.86(i*. 
ta, Ou.si.wi Ffcjver 

SQUASH ~ 

KUALA LUMPUR. Worren'5 satelHte tow 
namort. Semi-finals. L Irvnp (Ami bl L 
JW.-: (Nil b M ,J 1 S-b. J Wilwn (NJl 
bi V Ail*runi iHfll) 0-3. 10-3. 0^1. 9 2 
Ftid hw<j c Wteon 9-4 <*-.**. 

_ TENNIS _ 

ROTTERDAM Mens tounumenr Firat 
irt'.ind M S-irimfi iGmi l>i P Hc-artnibi IHolfi 
6-3 o-t Ml'niwwl i*jer| bi *■ hu;«a i5to- 


title. “That last round in 
Augusta was unbearable to 
watch," Hill said, “so God 
knows what Norman felL 
“It was a sobering experi¬ 
ence for me, knowing that that 
would be the fate 1 would 
have to bear if 1 did not Min 
the championship." 

The point of these stories 
and the reason for die ease 
and happy animation with 
which HQJ was relating them 
is that winning the world 
championship sluiced his life 
dear of embarrassment and 
failure and left it awash with 
awards and acclamation. It 
made his name synonymous 
with being a winner. “I fed 
like I have broken through a 
barrier,” he said 
However, HOL still as mod¬ 
est. perceptive and analytical 
after his title win as he was 
before it. is also keenly aware 
of the paradoxes of his situa¬ 
tion. In statistical terms at 
least, he is a winner who is 
about to become a loser, a 
driver who was always at the 
front with Williams but. now 
that he has been dropped by 
them, is likely to be struggling 
near the back with his new 


team. TWR Arrows. Over the 
winter, much of the early 
optimism that greeted his 
capture by Tom Walkinshaw, 
the Arrows owner, has been 
replaced by scarcely con¬ 
cealed dismay about the lack 
of power in the car’s Yamaha 
engine. The front-wing fiasco 
at Silverstone even prompted 
a few wild rumours that HOI 
would quit before the season 
had even begun. 


H ill scotched those ru¬ 
mours on the flight 
to Melbourne when 
he said that he was hoping to 
drive at the top level for 
several more years, but he 
admitted too, that he will be 
forced to let the title he fought 
so hard to win for so many 
years slip away without a 
proper fight. 

“I could be bitter and re¬ 
sentful about not haring the 
opportunity to defend my 
championship," Hill said "I 
am going to have to sit by this 
season and watch it taken 
from me without the possibili¬ 
ty really to fight and defend it 
I believe it would have been 
possible to win another tide 
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this season, but it does not do 
to go all wistful about what 
might have been. The basic 
problems at Arrows are dear: 
the car is not quick enough 
and the engine has not got 
enough horsepower. The car's 
great, it’s just a bit on the slow 
side. 

“It would be fair to say that 
at the moment we have got 
more potential to improve 
than any other team in For¬ 
mula One. 

“ People say it wQl be a great 
anticlimax for me now but 1 
never took anything for grant¬ 
ed when I was at die front 
with Williams. It took me a 
long time to get to the top rung 
of the ladder and before I 
made it 1 endured driving cars 
that were a lot less competitive 
than I believe we will be this 
year. I was always motivated 
then by the belief that that 
would be a temporary stale of 
affairs and that is what will 
keep me going this year." 

His consolation, ten, wifi lie 
in the fad that he will have 
more influence over his team 
than he ever did at Williams, 
where he was a small cog in a 
big wheel. At Arrows, he is the 


centre of attention, the focus 
of everything, a man to be 
deferred to. 

“There is only so much a 
driver can do at Williams, and 
here there is the opportunity 
for me to give input into a lot 
more areas,” he said. “I al¬ 
ways felt I was trying to prove 
myself, right from the mo¬ 
ment 1 phoned Frank to ask 
for a chance as a test driver. 

“After that it was trying lo 
persuade him 1 could be a 
raring driver, and then when 
Ayrton Senna died it was 
look, Frank, I can lead this 
team, 1 can really do if. 1 was 
consistently trying to prove 
that I could do the job and 1 
was always met with these 
sideways looks.” 

Now, though, the world 
champion’s honeymoon -is 
about to come to an end. 
When the cars take to the 
trade for the first time this 
season in practice tomorrow,- 
HO! admits that be w01 have 
to get used to a new discipline 
behind tire wheel of the car 
bearing the prestigious No 1 
on its livery. 

“I didn’t have to look in my 
mirrors much last season." he 
said, “because I knew there 
would be nobody overtaking 
me. This year, let’s just say I 
might have a bit more 
competition.” 


Keene o n chess 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

This hand is from the first round of the 1996-97 Premier League. 
There were two technical points in the play. 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 


Dealer South 


47 64 2 
▼ Q 63 
♦ AS 
*9852 


East-West game 

• KO105 
V A10 

♦ KJ7 

* A K 6 3 

N- • *983 

W VO 7 5 2 

V • 410632 

r ' S - I *04 

♦ A J 
VKJB4 
*0854 

* J10 7 


Beijing wins 

The six-payer match between 
teams from London and Beijing 
was won by the side from China. 
Beijing scored ten points to 
London'S eight and clinched the 
match by winning 2-1 in the sixth 
round. 

University chess 

Today's report, giving a win apiece 
by both Oxford and Cambridge, 
concludes my coverage of this 
yeans Varsity match, held ai the 
Royal Automobile Club. London. 
Cambridge won Sh-2b and moved 
into a two-match lead over the 
series, which started in 1S73. 
White: Maxim Devereux 
(Brasenose College, Oxford); 
Black: Demis Hassabis (Queens' 
College, Cambridge) 

Oxford v Cambridge. February 
1097 


Contract Six No-Trumps by South. Lead: two of dubs 
t>er South's 12-14 1 NT open- the safety play paid off. 
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POOLS DIVIDENDS 
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ing North bid Two Clubs, 
asking for majors. South bid 
Two Hearts and North raised 
to 4 NT. He meant that as 
“quantitative", ie asking South 
to bid on if he had a maxi¬ 
mum. 1 agree with his inter¬ 
pretation. However, South 
rook 4 NT as ace-asking and 
bid Five Hearts, so North 
dosed the auction with an 
exasperated 6 NT. As it hap¬ 
pens the cards fit together 
well, and I should think the 
overall chance is more titan 
the 50 per cent needed to make 
it worthwhile at IMPs. 

After declarer won the lead 
in dummy, the first point of 
technique was in the diamond 
suit. It is correct to lead twice 
(awards the king-jack, in case 
West has ace doubleton. You 
don't often see it gaining in 
practice, as the chance of A x 
with West is quite low; in 
addition, entry considerations 
frequently predude the play. 
But here, declarer had two 
entries in spades and for once 


West wan the second dia¬ 
mond and exited with a spade. 
How should the declarer play 
for his twelfth trick? He can 
play off the ace-king in one of 
the “rounded" suits (clubs or 
hearts) and if that queen 
doesn't fall take a finesse in the 
other. As he has more dubs 
that queen is more likely to fall 
in two rounds, so clubs should 
be played first When the 
queen of dubs appears under 
the ace dedarer is home. 

Even if dedarer had equal 
length in dubs and hearts, 
after West had led a dub it 
would still be right to play the 
top chibs firsL Against No- 
trump slams where the declar¬ 
ing side have shown no long 
suits it is best ro make a 
passive lead, and til us West 
would be unlikety to lead 
away from the queen of dubs. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in die Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


29 KM 

30 NxgBT- 

31 Qh6+ 

32 Qg7 


16 

hxgfi 

KgB 

checkmate 


Diagram of final position 



White: Louisa Orton (Christ'S 
College, Cambridge) 

Black: Susan Little (Lady 
Margaret Hall, Oxford) 

Oxford v Cambridge, February 
1997 


1 e4 

2 N13 

3 d4 

A Nxd4 

5 Nb5 

6 c4 

7 N1c3 
S Na3 
9 Bd3 

10 0*0 

11 Rxel 

12 Qd2 

13 Rtdl 

14 Nc2 

15 Bfl 

16 Nd5 

17 M 

18 13 

19 gxh3 

20 Rel 

21 Bg2 

22 Qxg2 

23 Nce3 

24 Rxc6 

25 Rdl 

26 NH5 

27 Nde7+ 

28 Qg5 


Sicilian Defence 
c5 
Nee 
cxd4 

1 65 

d6 
Be7 


Guioco Piano 


1 e4 

2 NI3 

3 Bc4 

4 d4 

5 NwM 

6 Qxd4 

7 Nc3 

8 Qd3 

9 Bxe6 

10 0b5+ 

11 Bxf7+ 

12 Qxb7+ 

13 Rfl 

14 BM 

15 exd5 

16 0-0-0 

17 13 

18 Nxd5 

19 Nxf6 

20 Ob3+ 

21 Rd6+ 

22 Be5+ 

23 Rf6+ 

24 Of7+ 


e5 

Nc6 

d6 

Nxd4 

exd4 

Bb6 

Qf6 

QQ0 

Cfcg2 

c6 

Kxl7 

Ne7 

□ad 

noo 

d5 

cxd5 

0G 

Bg7 

B16 

RcS 

Kxffi 

Kg7 

Kf8 

KbB 

Black resigns 


□ Raymond Keene writes on chess 
Monday lo Friday in Sport and in 
the Weekend section on Saturday. 


WORP^WATCWNe 
By Philip Howard 






OGOSHI 
a. An exclamation 
h. A dice game 
e. A trip throw 

PULEK 
a.A sponger 

h. A punter at Cambridge 
A headsman 


RIEGEL 

a. A leap ar skating 

b. A ridge of bedrock 

c. A snows hoe 

PABST 

a. Sugar beet pulp 

b. lager 

c. A Polish dance 


Answers on page 46 


By Raymond Keene 

While lo play. This position is from 
Ihe game Maugg — Tessmer, 
Obnsdorf 1997, While has a strong 
passed pawn on d6 and powerful 
centralised rooks. Black has there¬ 
fore attempted to relieve the pres¬ 
sure by bringing his bishop ro d4, 
to tty and hamper White's 
communications. Was this a good 
idea? 

Solution .on page 46 
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Champion of 95 in search of longevity 


H 


ere is haw you, too, can 
be a globetrotting sports 
champion at the age of 
95. The secrets come 
straight from the lips of a man who 
knows. 

Everett Hosack was bom in 1902, 
the year when King Edward V!I was 
crowned in Westminster Abbey and 
when you could have snapped up 82 
acres around Earls Court in London, 
complete with 1,450 houses, for just 
£565,000. At the weekend the remark¬ 
able Hosack, from _ 

Ohio, in the United 
States, carried off 
three gold medals 
while competing as a 
guest in the European 
indoor veterans athlet¬ 
ics championships in 
Birmingham. 

He was guaranteed victory in the 
long jump (ZOO metres), 60 metres 
(I6.96sec) and shot (4.07 metres) 
simply because he was there. The 
veterans compete in five-year age- 
bands. and Hosack was the wily one 
entered in the 95 to 99 years section. 

This week you could have caught 
up with him as he relaxed after his 
exhausting weekend by leaping 
around London, like any other tour¬ 
ist, on foot, bus and Tube — his gold 
medals jangling in his pocket and his 
fitness and pride in his victories 
twinkling in his eyes. 


6 I do have a 
weakness for 
bluebeny pie’ 


When he had seen the sights in 
London and Birmingham, he had 

K i to take in Paris before flying 
across the Atlantic. 

So how does he do h? What advice 
does he have to pass on to other 
would-be sportsmen and women who 
have long passed the milestones of 
middle age? 

Hosack first put on running shoes 
when he was 21; that was back in 
1923. He went to die University of 
Florida, where he was soon a leading 
hurdler. After univer¬ 
sity he ran in a team 
formed by the New 
York Central Rail¬ 
road, his employers, 
but. after the Wall 
Street crash of 1929, 
the stockholders were 
not keen an spending 
and the track 



money on sport 
meetings ended. 

For the next 50 years Hosack’s 
athletics career wont into suspended 
animation, but he kept himself trim 
and his simple exercise and diet 
regime might serve as a model for 
anyone who wants to prepare them¬ 
selves for a sporting old age. 

As well as his tough physical work 
in the shunting yards of die railroad 
company, he lived an outdoor life in 
the country. He says that he had 
seven acres of land an which he 
planted 300 pine trees. “I mowed a 


path around die trees and 1 used to 
run around it" he said. "It wasn’t far. 
just a mile or so, but I would run ir in 
five or ten minutes two or three times 
a week. It was much better than the 
sidewalk, which is too cruel on your 
knees.* 

It was a perfect example of training 
that was just hard enough to keep 
him in good shape and health, but 
not so tough that it would wear him 
fait or injure him. 

Add to this half-century of regular 
light exercise a good marriage and 
sound nutrition, and you may well 
have die formula for long life and 
sporting success. Elsa. Hosackwife, 
who was bom of Swedish parents, is 
57 years old. “We have been sweet¬ 
hearts since 1929." Hosack said, "but 
we couldn't get married for a while 
because of the Depression.” 


Elsa is very strong an nutritious 
food. "She cuts down on all the fat” 
Hosack said. “She even takes the skin 
off chicken for me. She fills me up 
with plenty of fresh vegetables and 
fruit; and we keep well away from 
anything in cans. I eat simple food, 
though I do have a big weakness for 
pies. Blueberry pie is my favourite. 

“I like to start every day with a 
good breakfast — oatmeal and ba¬ 
nanas — but I really eat very lightly. I 
sometimes skip lunch altogether and 

just have an evening _ 

meal." At nearly 6ft 
Hosack is a sinewy 
1501b. “At one time 1 
got up to 1651b,” he 
said. “My clothes were 
a tittle tight so I 
simply cut rack on the 
food.” 

Perhaps the secret lies in extra 
vitamins? “1 do take an odourless 
substitute for garlic," he said, “aorae- 
a-day multivitamin pill and some 
vitamin E.” However, when asked if 
he thinks that this is the secret of long 
life, he said: “Irs too soon to say, I’ve 
only been taking them for the past six 
months." 

Alcohol and tobacco have always 
been no-go areas for Hosack. “I will 
take an occasional drink, but Pin veiy 
blessed in that I don't care for it." he 
said. “They presented me with a 
bottle of champagne at Birmingham, 


‘You should 
have seen me 
when I was 92’ 


Alan Lee names Stewart, Croft and Gough as main tour successes 

England end with favourable balance 


HOW quickly things change 
— or. more pertinently, how 
quickly they can appear to 
change. Two months ago. 
England skulked out of Zim¬ 
babwe trailed by words such 
as "disgrace" and “humilia¬ 
tion". Today they arrive home 
from New Zealand, the leader¬ 
ship more secure and the team 
more settled than ir has been 
in years. 

Have England suddenly 
leamt how to play? Are they 
about to conquer the 
cricketing world? Of course 
not. Most of sport falls in the 
grey area between two ex¬ 
tremes and England were 
neither as unspeakable as 
mighr be thought in the first 
half of their trip, nor as 
indestructible in the second. 

They aught to have won the 
brief Test series against Zim¬ 
babwe, and all but did; they 
were then dreadful in two one- 
day internationals,- which 
were the last thing people saw 
and the first they remem¬ 


bered. In New' Zealand, better 
prepared and acclimatised, 
they were one wicket away 
from winning the Test series 
3-0 rather than 2-0 and even 
showed an overdue improve¬ 
ment in one-day cricket until 
fatigue brought them down. 

Zimbabwe were better than 
expected. New Zealand much 
worse. They are in a mess, 
their confidence low, their 
pool of talent shallow; there 
have been few poorer interna¬ 
tional sides in recent years. 

England, however, played 
some admirable Test cricket 
and established a balance that 
looked authoritative. The use 
of Robert Croft whose self¬ 
belief has flourished, together 
with Phil Tufnell offers variety 
and control that the endless 
seam-orientated attacks of the 
past few years could not rivaL 
Long may it last. 

For the first time in his four 
tours as captain. Michael Ath¬ 
erton is coming home with a 
team that could remain intact. 



Cork. left was disappointing, but Croft blossomed 
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and if Atherton's conviction 
that tite Australians are “vul¬ 
nerable” sounds optimistic, 
the odds of 7-1 against Eng¬ 
land winning bade the Ashes 
are insultingly long. 

The confirmation of Ather¬ 
ton’s position is reassuring. It 
was all very well to demand 
scapegoats, but if Atherton 
was to go. who would succeed 
him? Alec Stewart, almost 34 
and already burdened with 
two key jobs? Nasser Hussain, 
whose volatility may have 
receded but whose captaincy 
experience is slim? 

Atherton has stated that he 
wants to continue, and not 
merely to break Peter May’s 
record of 41 Tests as an 
England captain, which he 
should do at Lord’s in June. 
“The record itself isn’t impor¬ 
tant.” he said. “But there is a 
lot of scrutiny attached to this 
job and if it means I have 
coped with it in a reasonable 
way. that is a source of 
satisfaction" 

He has had a good deal to 
cope with on this tour and has 
handled it quietly, equably, 
very much in his own way. 
Atherton has been the strong 
and silent side of the England 
management His public ut¬ 
terances have been measured 
and few, a description, he said, 
that applies equally to his 
team talks: “1 am conscious 
that Graham Gooch found he 
was always saying the same 
thing and that eventually he 
wasn’t getting through. I now 
prefer to speak less but make it 
pointed." 

This is a lesson that David 
Lloyd, the coach, has leamt 
the hard way. He has been 
swept along on a tide of 
rhetoric more than once and 
the belated realisation that he 
was bring ridiculed for it led to 
temporarily soured relations 
with tiie media. Lloyd has 
been innovative during his 
first 12 months and the players 
respond to him. If he is to 
survive the rough passages, 
however, his inclination to 
speak his mind and damn the 
consequences will have to be 
better regulated. 

The imminent appointment 
of a press officer to accompany 
the team is bring welcomed as 
a step in this direction. ‘I care 
about the image of tiie team 
and it concerns me that rhe 
general public don't view us 
too kindly.” Atherton said. “It 
is partly our own fault, partly 



Atherton has come through a difficult winter with his captaincy stOl secure 


not. but anything that can be 
done to show us in a better 
light must be welcomed.” 

There have been some ex¬ 
ceptional performers an this 
tour. Croft is one. Stewart and 
Darren Gough two more. 
Stewart is batting and keeping 
wicket better than ever: 
Gough has joyfully recaptured 
his knack for taking wickets — 
26 in the five Tests — with late 
swing, changes of pace and 
the best yorker in England. 

The development of John 
Crawley and the renaissance 
of Andy Caddick are further 
causes for satisfaction, but two 
members of the accepted Test 
side have something to prove. 
Nick Knight has technical 
flaws to resolve and will be 
unable to do so until his 
broken finger heals. Dominic 


Cork’s problems are deeper 
and broader. He has not had a 
happy tour, bowling well be¬ 
low his best and occasionally 
behaving childishly. 

The feud that simmered 
between Cork and Adam 
Parore was symptomatic of a 
series that was played with far 
more hostility than is custom¬ 
ary between these teams, ft 
threatened to boil over when 
the New Zealand manage¬ 
ment officially accused Knight 
of cheating after he had 
claimed a catch at silly point in 
the Christchurch Test The 
subsequent withdrawal of the 
protest could not entirely re¬ 
pair the damage. 

Atherton's view of sledging 
is intriguing, considering the 
summer to come. “It’s a man’s 
world out there and it does go 


on, but I don’t consider it an 
issue unless it is personally 
offensive or is continued off 
the field,” he said. "Some¬ 
times. a player can go over¬ 
board with it and it affects his 
cricket. Cbrk got distracted on 
this tour and I have known it 
happen to Australian sides in 
the past-” 

England now face a home 
Ashes series followed by a tour 
to the West I ndies, a visit from 
South Africa and then another 
trip to Australia. None of these 
teams will be as lenient if 
England repeat the bad starts 
that hampered them in four 
out of five Tests this winter, 
but if they can break that 
habit, and create a virtue out 
of consistent selection, there is 
reason to be hopeful after this 
improbably mixed tour. 
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Answers from page 43 

OGOSHI 

W A hip throw in Judo- From the Japanese o(u) big. major ♦ 
koshi the waist or hips. "A ballet dancer broke an arm while 
trying an Ogoshi throw.” 

POLER 

(a) A cadger or sponger in Australian slang. Someone who 
shirks work. “You longjawed poler,” Norman roared, “living 
on die fat of the land, while your poor damn flock feeds on soup 
and coconuts and what they can root out of the bush.” 

RIEGEL 

A low. transverse ridge of resistant bedrock on the Door of a 
val ley. From the Middle High German rigel a crossbar 
fostening. 

PABST 

(b) The proprietary brand name of a lager beer from MHwankee 
in the US. “It is impossible lo think seriously with words such as 
Classicism, Romanticism. Humanism, or Realism. But of 
course these terms are not labels they have a range of meaning 
very different from PabsL Blue Ribbon or LfebfraucnmilciL'* 
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but I gave it to one of the officials. It 
would taste just like vinegar to me.’ 

Hosack made his comeback i 
athletics at the age of 77. when he 
joined the Over The Hill Track Club. 
Since then he has been training 
regularly for an hour twice a week at 
a high school track. He jogs half a 
mile to warm up, thro practises 
jumping, throwing and sprint starts, 
using spiked shoes when he runs on 
the track. He reckons to get ten hours 
or more sleep a night and does not 

_ believe in getting up 

too early in the 
morning. 

He will next com¬ 
pete in Boston, in two 
weeks’ time, in the 
hammer, his favourite 
______ event Hosack is a 

remarkable man. 
whipcord fit with plenty of hair, dear 
bftie eyes and a trim white-grey 
moustache. If you were told that he 
was 20 years younger, you would not 
bet against it. 

“If you think I look in good shape, 
you should have seen me when I was 
92.” he said. “I was as fit as a fiddle 
up to 92. but now the germs are 
circling ray wagon.” 

They may be aiding, but Hosack 
still looks as if he can outrun them 
any time he wants. 

John Bryant 


More trouble 
at the Alamo 

Document: How Did Davy Die? Radio 4.7JOpm. 

The Davy in question is David Crockett, tfa' “ - 

who. when last seen on screen, was inside the skins ofJohn ^i» i . 
__.j pr-r c Parker swinuins Old Betty, his rifle, as 4.000 Mexicans 
attacked the mission bufldmg calJedthe Alamoback in 

and executed?—a less heroic and much ^ 

his last stand that was reported m a Mexican officer s memoirs, 
published in the 1950s? Fraser Ham son digs . In ® -£*■ 
unsolved mystery, and concludes that myth 
slowly and very reluctantly. The lost shots m the battle of the Alamo 
have still to be fired. 

Evening Concert. Classic FM. 8.00pm. 

In these relentlessly commercial times, a musfeal conwi miurthavea ... 
highlight. The problem is: one person’s highlight is another* 
lowlighL The three works we hear tonight don’t worry nw m that 
way l cant choose between Orffs Carmina Bunina. Britten's sea:. . 
interludes from Peter Grimes and Barber'S Violin Concerto. Not all . 
Classic FM will agree with me. Voting in their 1996 Hall of Fame.: 
they put Carmina Bunina in 35th place. 235 places ahead of m e sea - 
interludes. The violin concerto was a non-starter, though Barbag 
exquisitely haunting Adagiofar Strings was 19 places ahead ofOrffs 
masterpiece Prtcr DavaHc 


RADIO 1 


7.00ani Mark Radcffffe 9.00 Simon 
Mayo 12J00 Jo While* 2.00pm hfa*y 
Campbell 4.00 Kevin Qeertng 6.15 
Newsbeaf 6 30 Evening Session with 
Steve Lamacq 8JO John Peel 10.30 
Mary Anne Hobbs 1.00am Dave Pearce 
4.00am Owe Warren 


RADIO 2 


BAtam Alex Lester 7.30 Sarah Kennedy 
SL30 Ken Bruce 1130 Jimmy Young 
1.30pro Dabble Thrower 3.00 Ed 
Stewart 5L05 Chris Serfs 7.00 I’m Sorry I 
Haven't a Clue. Wtth Humphrey Lyttel¬ 
ton. Baity Cry®, Graeme Garden. 
Jeremy Hardy and the late Witte 
ftjshton V) 7M David Allan 9-00 Pati 
Jones 10.00 Amazing Grace. Cy Grant 
pr ese nt s a history of the Negro spiritual 
(213) 1030 The Jamesons 1205am 
Steve Madden 3.00 Chartes Nove 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


5JUam Morrang Reports 6.00 The 
Breakfast Programme 930 The Maga¬ 
zine 1200 Midday with Mar 205pm 
Ffcscoe on Rvd 4.00 John invwdate 
Nationwide 7.00 News 7.10 The Thurs¬ 
day match. SK Brarm v LN&pool m the 
first leg ol the European Cup Winner's 
Cup quarter-final Plus action tram Cetic 
Rangers in the filth round of the 
Scottish Cup 10.00 News Talk with Paul 
Reynolds 11.00 News Extra wSh David 
Mcftei 1200 Alter Hours — Early Cafl 
with Vmcart Hama200am Up AD NgM 
wih Rhod Sharp 


TALK RADIO 


5.00am Chris Ashley aid Sandy Wan 
730 Paul Ross 9.00 Scott Chishofm 
1200 Lorraine Ka8y 200pm Tommy 
Boyd 4.00 PetBr Deetey 7J» Moz Dee's 
Sportszone 1(U0 James Whale l-OOera 
ten CcAms 


WORLD SERVICE 


All times in GMT. News on Ow hour 
5b30wi Europe Ttxlav 7.15 011 the Sheit ■ 
7J30 Network UK 8.10 Words of Faith 

8.15 Composer ol the Month BL45 
Harth Matters 205 World Business 
Report 9.15 Sports international 245 
Sports Roundup 1QJ30 BBC English 
10/45 On the Shell 11 JO Meridian On 
Screen 1205pm World Business Report 
1215 Britain Today 1230 Assignment 
205 Outlook 230 Muflrtrack 205 
Sports Roundup 3.15 From Ota Own 
Correspondent 230 Nerwork UK 4.15 
World Today 430 BBC Engfch AAS 
Britan Today 230 World Business 
Report 545 Sports Roundtp 6J30 
Assignment 7J0I Outock 7.25 Words of 
Faith 7.30 John Reel 9.05 Wbrid 
Business Report 215 Britain Today &30 
Meridian Books 1030 Wbrid Today 
10.45 Sports Roundup 11.10 Take Five 

11.15 Soundyte 113) World Ranking 
1230am Good Books 1245 Britan 
Today 130 Oufloak 1.55 Words of Faith 
230A Hnawy ol theSrttsh Theatre 3.15 
Spots Roundup 330 Focus an Faith 
430 Europe Today 


CLASSIC FM 


430am Mark Grigtshs 830 Breakfast 
Show 930 Henry Keiy 1230 Susannah 
Smarts 230pm Lunchtime Concerto 
Boulton (Oboe Concerto Not nC 
may*) 330 Jamie Crick 730 Classic 
Newsrvghl 730 Sonata. Samt-Satns 
(Vk*i Sonata No 10p 75) 200 Evening 
Concert See Chocs 1030 Michael 
Mappin, indudes at 1135 Nocturne 
130om Safiy Peterson 


VIRGIN RADIO 


630am Russ 'n' Jono's Breakfast 
Experience 1030 Graham ' [fane 
130pm Jeremy Clark 430 Nicky Home 
730 Paul Coyte (FM)/Robin Banks 
(AM) 1030 Mark Forrest 230am 
Ftendal Lee Rose 
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630am On Mr. Indudes 
Mackendo-fOverture: The 
Cricket on the Hearth); 
Veracini (Violin Sonata No 12 
in D minor): Mozart (Sonata in 
B flat); Wagner (Prelude: Die 
Meistersinger): Rachmaninov 
(O Mother of God); Matters 
(Bizzarre Al’Umor Scazzese); 
Strauss (Oboe Concerto) 

9.00 Morning Coflection, with 
Peter Hobday. Includes 
Handel (Water Music Suite No 
3 in G): Schumann 
Ihonzeristuck in F); Walton 
(Violin Concerto) 

10.00 Musical Encounters, with 
Chris Wines Includes 
Chabrier (Esparia): Clementi 
(Piano Sonata in F sharp); 
Mozart (Sonata in B flat); 
Messiaen (Apparation de 
I'Eglise); Benjamin (Ringed by 
the Flat Horizon); Arraiga 
(String Quartet No 2 in A); 
Horowitz (Carmen Variations) 
1200 Composer of the Weak: 
Anton Webern 

1230 Mozart Pinchaa Zukerman. 
vioBn. Marc Neikrug, piano. 
Mozart (Violin Sonata in G) 
1.00pm In Repertory. The Tmas 
opera critic. Rodney MHnes. 
talks lo Kurt Sireit about 
Mozart's Belmonte (3/5) 

200 Yevgeni Ktestn. Recorded in 
1986 at the Festival Hall, 
London Bach, an Busoni 
(Chaconne); Schumann 
(FanlasyinC. Op 17); 
Beethoven (Sonata in C sharp 
minor. Op 27 No 2. 

Moonfight). liszt (Harroanies 
du Sou, Chesse-Neige; Feux 
Folleis: Wilde Jagd. 
Transcendental Studies) 

3.15 The BSC Orchestras. BBC 
Symphony Orchestra under 
Matthias Bamert Koechin 


(Piano Concerto; 


Symphony No 3) 

5lQ0 Musk: Machine, with Tommy 
Pearson 

5.15 In Tuna, with Humphrey 
Carpenter Gordon Jacob 
(Timpani Concerto); 

Beethoven (Variations on 
HaibeTs Menuet a ta Vigano); 
Frangois Couperin (Trofeieme 
Lagon de Tenures) 

730 docks and Clouds. 
Phfiharmonia Orchestra, 
under Esa-Pekka Satanen 
With Peter Zimmermann, 
violin. Ravel (Suite- Mother 
Goose). Ligeti (Violin 
Concerto; Ramifications); 
Bartok (Music for Strings. 
Percussion and Celeste) 

9-20 Uttta England, Big World. 
Aliatair Beaton ts joined by 
the South AJrican wrrler. 
performer and satirist Pieter- 
DirkUys 

9-40 Smart to Bs Smart Virginia 
Bottomtey remembers her . . 
student days at the University 
of Essex 

935 A Bit at a Complex. The 
Ulster Orchestra, under 
Vernon Handley. Stanford 
m nn OetSfm Tyramus) 

10-00 Music Restored. Kym Amps, 
soprano, and Terence Cbad- 
ston. harpsichord, perform 
mustc by Barbara Stroezi are) 
„„ „ Francesca Caccini 
10.45 Night Waves. Patrick Wright 
and guests discuss the slate 
of the further education 
system 

1130 Composer of (he Week: 
Koechin (r) 

1230am Jazz Notes, with Richard 
Niles 

1-00 Through the Mght, wfth 
Donald Madeod 
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Runs HS 
774 173 
61 61* 
582112 
511 119 
5831J9 
128 » 
50B114 
456118 
196 80* 
59 40 
121 28 
69 19’ 
69 22* 
62 18 
25 11 
32 21 


Avge 
84 50 
61.00 
4860 
3930 
3643 
3200 
31.76 
3040 
21 77 
19.66 
IS 12 
1380 
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686 
625 
5.33 
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SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I Rxd4! cxd4 2 Qxd7! Rxd7 (better is 2... h5 but then While moves hisqueen 
and will win quickly thanks to his material superiority and passed pawn 
on du) 3 Be5» mating. 


PRICES NOW INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY TO TIMES READERS (RESTOF WORLD 
ADD Cl PER ITEM. STERLING/US DOLLAR CHEQUES ONLY. [U-US$ I.Ufi. TIMES 
CROSSWORDS: - Barks KJ.II.LLU £3.49 each. The Tint Concise - Hoot 2 C40 punJM 
EM*. CoOte ThMugm IH.99. Cnre wnij Sober’s Dklmiij £1L*5 (UK orfit 
Crossword Manual Ee.WThr RrO Omnibus Book of The Sunday Times Crosswsnb. The 
Old Omnibus Book u( The Times Crosswords. The Third Book of The Times Jumbo 
Crosswords (Crypiicl 14.99 each. The Times Nradd Shy 1997 EiSO. 

TIMES COMPUTER CROSSWORDS bv David Afcenhcad — Crosswords on Canpuler 53 
diskeae (area 60 crauwonfs each, sob/lcam fadlinr and ipfirrol HELP lewis) Indudes: 
Times Crosswords |ra , Omnibus | 4 2 (2 - O. The Times Cootix (4i The Tlmrs l\w> Q 
—The Tones JntaOcs Edidea 193387 (lj. {Brackets dawn number at dakeUcs] 
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Sort cheques wiift unfcr payable lo Akam Ltd. 51 Manor Lane. UttJnn, $EIJ 5QW.Td D18I- 
S5Z 4575 Q4hro. Na avdil afrb. Delivery id 8 days. 
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Balling 

A J Stewart . 

R C Russel 
JPCiaHtey. . . 

G P Thorpe. 

N Hussain_ 

D G Cork ..._ „ . 

NVKrtgM _ 

M A Atherton . „ 

R D BCrofl_ 

RChant . .. 

ARC**** 

P C R Tutne* . 

CWWSe 
D Gough . .. 

CEWSWenmod 
ADUdUv 
‘denotes rat out 

Bowing 

GPIhotpe.. . ... 

CEWSieriood. 

D Gough .. 

CWhll_... 

RD8Crott . . 

P C P TutneU _ 

ARCaddick 
ADMuMy 
D G Co* 

RChart .. 

A BREAKDOWN aI England's lour averages iruo (he* separate pans ol Zimbabwe, 
and New Zealand revests seme nuiguing contrasts in form, rone more so llun m 
the case ol the captain. Michael Aihenon His loss ol fwm in Zimbabwe 
graphically represented by a baling average ol 12 75. while his subsequent 
rehabibatnn. adrrtnating in tim epic innngs at Chest church, earned a moan ol 
SO 57 for the Nw Zealand leg and a respectable. 11 not flaiteung. Inal average ol 
30.40. 

With the exception of Nick Knight and at John Crawley, who enjoyed an 
outstanding iou of Zknbabwe. heading those averages wirh 6560, England's 
specehss batsmen lared toiler In New Zealand. Mec Stewart tvtd an exceptional 
lour, scoring 191 runs mcra Ifran fis nearesi nv3* (w the lop 3veraqe Jack Ru^seU's 
Ireak average, earned by a doughty mngs in a kmng cause agansl New Zealand 
A, wtf be some consolation for he harsh treatment by the lour selectors 
The bowteis' form varied Si tie between the countries Darren Gough (**) was 
alone in capturing 30 or mare vnekds and in taking ten wickets in a maichiu lor l’J9 
against Malabelelantij The two sperms. Robert Croh and PhH TufnaJ. shared 662 
ovors lor a combined ieh»n ol 57 wickets al 2521 runs apiece 
n CrmpBed by &u FrindiB 
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5J55am Stripping (LW) 6.00 
News 6.10 F@rnrr>g Today 
6J25 Prayer for the Day 6^30 
Today, nctudes Thought tor 
the Day 8.40 Yesterday m 
Parliament 
9.00 News 9.05 The Moral Maze. 
A discussion series chaired 
by Michael Buerk. With auests 
David Cot^. Janet Daley. 
Michael Mansfield. QC, and 
Or David Starkey 

10.00 News; In the Balance (FM). 

The tootbalfing comedy thrflfer 
by Mark Tavener (5/6) 

10.00 Dally Service (LW) 

10.15 On This Day (LW) 

10-30 Woman’s Hour, with Jenni 
Murray 
11 JO From Our Own 

Corespondent Reports fiom 
BBC correspondents around 
the world 
12.00 News; You and Yours. 

Consumer news and current 
wj Charlorte Smith 
12.25pm Foul Play. Mur.far 
mystery panel game VWih 
Sjnwi Brail and guesi writers 
Mmette Wallers and Frances 
Fvfleld 12J5 Weather 
1.00 The World at One, wnh Nick 
Claike 

1^0 The Archers (r) 1J5 
Shippriq Forecast 
2.00 News; Thursday Afternoon 
Ptoy. Soup. The awy ol a 

S rotjp ol homeless people 
Iriflen and performed by 

_ „ Michael Mearc Ir) 

3.00 News; The Afternoon Shift. 
The ccleoniy hairdresser 
Daniel Gafvm talks lo Anna 
MacNamee 
4-00 News 4.05 Kaleidoscope 
Paul Alien sees Widbws/V 
play by Ariel Dor!man about a 
group ol Argentinian women 
whose loved ones disappear 


4^5 Short Story: The Rules at a 
Man's Life, by Catharine 
Memman. Read by Andy 
Rivers 

5.00 PM 5.50 Slipping Forecast 
5^5Weather^ 

8.00 SbeO-Ooek News 
6 -30 Jeremy Hardy Speaks to 
the Nation, with Debbie Iskt 
_ ®Td uordon Kennedy 
J-2® News 70S The Archers 
'•20 Document See Choice (5/8) 
8.00 Analysis. In the last 
programme in (he present 
series. Paer Kellner chairs a 
discussion about the current. 
a gpMical dimate in Russia 
8-45 Stages of Redemption. The 
wnter and actor Nigel Fords 
roftecifi on enduring themes 
orawn from the narrative of 
a m £ hrte, ‘? sirtfaring (3/6) 

9 00 Does He Take Sugar? The 
programme made for, end by, 

o-m£ e ?^ wrfthdisaW * itiBS 
930 KgWttoscope (r) 9S9 

10.00 The Worid Tonight, with 

10^5 Book at Bedtime: The 
Great Railway Bazaar, by 

Paul Tharoute Read by 

rtramajisalion for radio of the 
rfrtling novel by Stephen 
King. With John Sharian, 
p nony Giassco and Lea 
Meagre (3® 

11-30 Close Ups (FM). Nigel 
Andrews talks to the 
itemboyartf wiker-daector 

11-2® Jwfay ln Paritarnent (LW) 

12.00 News 12JOam The Ufa 

Book; Tlw Hobbit by 

12.48 « 
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Studies in fear, guilt and phrase-making 

lleVer thina .__ .. . 


T he clever thing about last 
night’s Modem Tones 
(BBC2) was that its title gave 
nothing away. “Hong Kong” it 
was plainly called, and rt could 
have been anything. Still, a succes¬ 
sion of interviews with an old 
colonial, a young Indian journal¬ 
ist, and a refugee from China — 
against a whirling backdrop of 
planes, boats, skyscrapers and 
street markets — gradually an¬ 
nounced the theme, which was 
fear - of the anfrunerit Chinese 
takeover. All credit to. producer 
Lucy Blakstad that the pattern erf 
her ffinfleach person having more 
to. fear than the last) only truly 
emerged with the final interview 
subjai a young student in specs 
and jeaiis. Jo looked carefree and 
optimistic, but had in fact been 
imprisoned and tortured in China 
after Tiananmen Square, and was 
now looking in deadly earnest for 
“a third country" to move an to. 
Foreboding isn’t an emotion to 


capture easily in a documentary, 
and instead of spelling it out, 
Blakstad opted for expressionism. 
Planes took off from the airport 
helicopters buzzed: time was fatal¬ 
ly beguiled by busyness. In a dty 
of such extreme colour and move¬ 
ment, irs hard to look to the future; 
the present is too crowded, or just 
too interesting. Jimmy, a Hong 
Kong newspaper proprietor who 
once in print maligned a Chinese 
government minister as “son of a 
turtle’s egg” {whoops), sat sad and 
motionless in a cafe while blurred 
figures criss-crossed in front Do 1 
stay or do I go? The idea of leaving 
Hong Kong made Jimmy cry. “1 
escaped from China," he said. “Do 
1 escape again? That's hard, to 
escape twice in one life." 

On camera was the consistently 
terrific Michael Eley, a choice 
which helped to make this an 
intensely visual film — a series of 
coloured banners, if you like. Just 
as one will remember Kavita’s 


plight as a former British national 
stranded in Hong Kong, one will 
remember the intense orange and 
white of her dress. The superficial¬ 
ity of her professional life — busy- 
btisy fashion journalism in a dty 
that judges entirely by appear¬ 
ances — was a perfect symbol for 
that old inadequate panic measure 
of rearranging die furniture on the 
Titanic. “It doesn’t take heritage or 
breeding to get into society here," 
she thrilled. "All you need is cash." 
Meanwhile the planes kept taking 
off in the background, and Kavita 
remained at street level — albeit 
stunning in the orange frock — 
deciding what to do next. 

A certain ddji vu pertained to 
last night's landers on 
BBC1. a series which I can’t 
seem to leave alone. Star inmate 
this week was Dennis (Philip 
Whitchurch), a Roman Catholic 
priest whose guilt for a careless hit- 
and-run was compounded by a 



Lynne 

Truss 


deeper sense of unworthiness, and 
a higher sense of self-sacrifice, and 
— well, it was uncomfortably 
similar to the plot of Kavanagh 
QC on Monday, that’s my point 
While the continuing saga of die 
pretty-boy prison officers ticked by 
m the background. Father Dennis 
wrestled with nemesis in the form 
of Peter Howitt — father to die 
child killed in the accident. Howitt 
had been a bad father to his son. 


you see, so now felt the need to turn 
his anger outwards. Both felt 
guilty, but had different ways of 
expressing it; and their respective 
guilts kept clambering over each 
other, like toads in a jar. It wasn't 
quite dear why the other inmates 
were so vile to Father Dennis, but 
at least he rose above it In the end. 
he was duffed up by Howitt and 
decided to desert the ministry for 
his girlfriend, on the interesting 
ground that God wasn’t warm and 
didn’t smell of “yesterdays soap". 
I'm sure God will hear this news 
with mixed emotions. 

As for the continuing story of the 
prison. 1 keep waiting for officer 
Woody Fine (Adrian Rawlins) to 
get his turn in the spotlight but it 
hasn’t happened yet Woody looks 
Like Dennis Bergkamp (Arsenal 
football player), and all we know 
about him is that he's faultlessly 
hard-working, wise and compas¬ 
sionate. This is not enough. In feet 
it's getting a bit sickening. There 


has been an attempt to contrast 
him with officer Geny (Robert 
Cavanah). but it's too obviously 
nice cop-nasty cup — or in this 
case, Nice Blond Open University 
Sociology Degree-Nasty Dark 
Rules and Regulations. 

F inally, a superb subject for 
Jonathan Meades last night 
in Even Further Abroad 
(BBC2). Supplying lots of scope for 
Meades’s characteristic hifelutin 
phrase-making, postwar church 
architecture is all around us, its 
weird, graceless buildings monu¬ 
ments to fashion which will possi¬ 
bly never be knocked down. Irs a 
worrying thought We will be 
forever stuck with churches built 
during the Festival of Britain — 
which, as Meades pointed out was 
really “the Festival of Borrowing 
from Scandinavia”. 

“A phoenix in the shape of a 
radiogram.” he dubbed Coventry 
Cathedral (which, incidentally, he 


liked). Standing inside a circular, 
woody effort, Meades noted, hilar¬ 
iously: “The ascendancy of theatre- 
in-the-round had not escaped the 
Church's notice, either." In his 
signature Blues Brothers black 
suit and Ray-bans, Meades 
trudged miserably around grey 
bunkers and fancy fonts, and 
blamed the Church for weakly 
surrendoring to somebody dse*s 

' artistic vision, which had nothing 
to do with God: “It was as though 
the meat trade had commissioned, 
its new abattoirs from vegans." 

The usual Further Abroad buf¬ 
foonery and sight-gags were natu¬ 
rally out in force — with sacrilege 
thrown in. Meades appeared 
walking on water, or covered in 
boils, or leaving an impression of 
his face (complete with specs) on a 
discarded tcnvel. Nobody packs 
more into a half-hour than Meades 
— and nobody, paradoxically, 
makes idly more guaranteed to 
fell out of fashion in no time. 


G.OOamBtistheM Breakfast (82709) 7.00 
BBC Breakfast News 01 (96631) 9.00 
.Breakfast News Extra 0) (5481438) 

&20 Style Challenge (4736815) 

9.45 KDroy (4401780) 

10.30 Cant Cook, Won’t Cook (39457) 

11 nO News (Drews and weather (6434677) 

11JJ5 The Really Useful Show (7046506) 
11.35 Change That (8621438) 

12.00 News (I), regional news and weather 
(7588506) 

12.05pm The Alphabet Game (5529709) 
1230 Going for a Song (6899877) 

1255 The Weather Show (79953341) 

1.00 News (D and weather (66490) 1.30 
Regional news and weather (83630186) 
1.40 Neighbours (T) <11927693) 

205 Quincy (5369693) 

250As Time Goes By (r) {D (5253544) 

220 Noble Castles (8650803) 

3J30 Pbydays (r) (3001032) 255 “Wham! 

* Barn! Strawberry Jam! (2660790) 4.10 
' Casper Classics (6849506) 4.10 Rugrats 
(1488612) 4.35 The Reafly WBd Show (T) 

. (5433099) SM Newsround (T) (3793902) 
5.10 Grange Mil (D (1767083) 

525 Neighbours (r) CD (274693) 

5.00 News (D and weather (419) 

230 Regional News Magazine* (150) ■. . 
7.00 Watchdog Consumer Issues. Includes 
■ reports on private health Insurance and 
. cable television (Tj.(4506) 

720 EastEndeis The Fowler, family are forced 
to face up to unpleasant truths (T) (983) 
200 M flMag WHdBfe on One: The Eagle 
Empire How the majestic sea 
eagle is maWng a comeback across' 
northern Europe and Scotland (D (3254} 
820 A Perfect State Ahato^no^d.MP arrives . 
. Jn Ratby with orcterelo undermine the 
camnunifty’s'ftedgilng Independence-— 
can the.equally determined residents 
stop twn to his tracks? Michael Ankara's 
comedy stars Gwen Taylor, Rudolph 
Walker and David I'fcholls (D (2761) 

9.00 Nine O'clock News (D. regional news 
and weather (4341) 

920 Chalk Preparations lor the staff meeting 
are Interrupted when Gattast High springs 
a leak. School comedy starring David 
Bamber (D (60815) 

10X0 The X FHea; The Walk Mulder and Scully 
Investigate claims that a phantom soldier • 
is. stalking a disabled war 'veteran, 
determined to prolong his suffering —but 
they have trouble collaring the culprit (D 
(493186) 

10.45 Question Time David Dimbteby hosts 
another topical debate from London. The 
panel Includes lan Hisfap, the Editor of 
Private Eye, Harriet Harman, shadow 
Social Security spokeswoman and Don 
Foster, the Liberal Democrats' education 
spokesman (T) (364419) 

11.45 The Mrs Merton Show (r) (D (968099) 

1215am Unspeakable Acts (1990) Powerful 

m adaptation ot a reaWste child abuse 
scandal In which Jill Clsyburgh and Brad 
Davis star as experts attempting to gain 
evidence against a group of paedophiles 
from their young victims. Directed by 
Linda Otto (949842) . 

1.45 Weather (3909587) 


6.00am Open University (7417438) 625 
Organelles and Origins (7429273) 6.50 
Enzymes (9251902) 7.15 News (D 
(7323693) 7.30 Captain Caveman 

(8184235) 7.55 Blue Peter (r) (T) 
(3564709) 820 Wishing (7953186) 825 
The Record (5140693) 9.00 The Science 
Collection (4716693) 925 Job Bank 
(7035709) 9.40 Megamaths (4876761) 
10.00 Pfaydays (50341) 1020 Storytime 
(7296896) 10.45 The Experimenter 

- (2582544) 11.05 Space Aik (6448070) 
11.15 In Living Memory (9407815) 1125 
Landmarks (7) (8638728) 11.55 Techno 
(9245709) 1215pm Qulnze Minutes Plus 
(5681693) 1230 Working Lunch (48693) 
1.00 Lifeschod (82382867) 125 Isabel 
(47749902) 145 Numbertime 
(83617235) 200 Wishing (36249964) 

210 Everyone's Got One (2408457) 3.00 
News (D (4050849) 3.05 Westminster 
(4140612) 3.55 News (D 4.00 Today's 
the Day (612) 420 Ready, Steady. Cook 
(896) 5.00 Esther (r) (5612) 

520 Seniors Pot Black Graham Miles v Rex 
WiTUams (148) 

620 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (T) 

£779588) 

&45 Quantum Leap (r) (234032) . 

720 First Sight Let's Mention the War A 
group of sixth formers visit the site where 
Hitler addressed the Nuremburg reifies 
and make an emotional visit to the death 
camp at Auschwitz. How win their visit 
affect their views on a united Europe? (T) 
(525) WALES: Surely Some Mistake? 
" EAST: Mater of Fact MIDLANDS: 
Midlands Report NORTH/NORTH 
EAST/NORTH WEST/SOUTH WEST/ 

‘ WEST: Close Up SOUTH: Southern Eye 
- 8.00 MH pf P| Surety Some Mistake? 
■bu Former PR guru Lynne 
'.Ranks, describes what went wrong with 
' :.Viva Radio, the station aimed at woman 
OH1S06J 

820 Top Gear Jeremy Clarkson test-drives 
the new breed of supertrucks and Chris 
Goffoy reports on the return of a British 
motoring legend, the vintage Ace of 
Spades (3631) 


VhtooPkus-t- and the Video PtusCodra 
The numbers next to each "FV programme 
Hating are Video PJusCode" numbers, wtoch 

the video PlusCode tor thejjrtxmmme you 
wish to record. Vktoaplus+ (*) , Buscode (H 
and Video Programmer ate tra d emarks at 
Gemstar Development Lid. 
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Desperate Heather Osborne (9.00pm) 

9.00 fjHBBjHpT Horizon: Fat Cats, Thin 
KTfflKgm Mica A report on obesity and 
the products designed to help us prevent 
the pounds piling on (D (158815) 

920 Sportsnkjht Highlights of the first-leg of 
the European Cup Winners Cup between 
SK Bnann and Liverpool (682983) 

1020 Newsnight (D (529235) 

11.15 Late Review (854893) 

1125 Skiing Forecast (706490) 

1200 The Midnight Hour (57823) 

1220am Hie Learning Zone: O.U.: 

Introduction to Psychology (34484) 1.00 
From a Different Shore (32262) 2.00 
Health and Salety (97216) 4.00 

Suenos — World Spanish (77668J 5.00 
Business and Work (95804) 


CHOICE 


WQdlife On One: The Eagle Empire 
BBC1,8.00pm 

Meet the white-tailed sea eagle, the largest 
bird oF prey in northern Europe, and, for the 
purposes of a wildlife film, immensely 
photogenic. MDce Richards, the cameraman- 
director, has the perfect subject and he does 
not waste iL Taking his lens to the coast of 
Arctic Norway, he gives us a season-fry- 
season account of the great predator's 
feeding and breeding. The eagle is a master 
scavenger, whether it is plucking fish out of 
the sea in its daws, stealing a meal from an 
otter or moving in on a stillborn reindeer 
calf. Relatively free from the persecution and 

S olution which afflicts the eagle elsewhere. 

orway has become one of its favourite 
habitats. It is also being reestablished in 
Scotland. 


Surety Some Mistake? 

BBC2,8.00pm (Wales, 7JOpm; not Scotland 
or Northern Ireland) 

Another entertaining trawl through great 
business blunders features, among others. 
Lynne Franks, the public relations guru who 
allegedly inspired the Jennifer Saunders 
character in Absolutely Fabulous. Franks 
was a prime mover behind Viva, a London 
radio station aimed at women. The project 
was fated even before its launch when Katie 
Turner, the managing director, suffered a 
brain haemorrhage. But Viva faded because 
hardly anybody tuned in. Franks and Turner 
recall the disaster with a commendable lack 
of embarrassment We also hear about a 
restaurant where staff thought that free food 
and drink was a perk of the job and the 
curious tale of Tie Rack and Sock Shop, two 
distinct businesses which became so linked 
in the public mind that the failure of the 
second helped to drag down the first 

Shop HD Yon Drop 

Channel 4, S.00pm 

According to people who call themselves 
retail anthropologists. supermarket 
shoppers can be divided into six groups. The 
theory is given substance in an entertaining 
guide which calls on real trolley-pushers w 
match up to the stereotypes. The “diehards" 
are shoppers of habit who buy the same 
things every time, never try anything new 
and complain dreadfully if anything is 
moved to another shelf. At the opposite 
extreme are the “seif-indulgenis", prepared 
to experiment and with the money to do it 
And so on down a list that includes those 
who buy green, those who buy anything as 
lone it is cheap, those who hate shopping 
ana get through as quickly as possible and 
the supermarkets' favourite customers, the 
“comfortable and contented", who have the 
time and the money and stock up in 
generous quantities. 

Horizon: Fat Cats. Thin Mice 
BBC2,9.00pm 

For once the scientifically challenged need 
have no fears. Deborah Cadbury's film on 
obesity and ways of dealing with tt could not 
be more accessible, and since it applies tn sn 
many of us. it is essential, if uncomfortable, 
viewing. Cadbury's starting point is an 
organisation in the United Stales which tries 
to make die must of fatness and rejects the 
idea that being overweight is unhealthy. 
Rubbish, retorts Dr Nick Fisher, a British 
obesity specialist, and he goes on to list a raft 
or cundituins for which obesity can he 
responsible, including hearr disease, 
damaged joints, breathing difficulties and. 
not least, diabetes. Chillingly, the risks can 
star! at only half a stone overweight. Tlie best 
remedies may lie in diet and exercise but 
Cadbury also lucks at stomach-stapling, the 
claims of slimming products and genetic 
experiments on mice. Peler Waymark 
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6.00am GMTV (6885254) 

925 Chain Letters (4713506) 

925 Regional News (D (5505693) 

1020 The Time, the Place (54167) 

1020This Morning (D (37791542) 

1220pm Regional News (D (7577490) 

1230 News (D and weather (6817273) 

1254 HTV Crfmestoppers (79956438) 

1225 Shorttend Street (6892964) 125 Home 
and Away (D (47727780) 120 Afternoon 
Live (11932525) 220 Vanessa (D 
(56984032) 220 Afternoon Live 
(5248612) 

320 News fT) (5193269) 

325 Regional News (7) (5400380) 

320 The Rrddtars (9715029) 3A0 Wizadora 
(r) (9941322) 320 Cartoon Time 
(6846419) 325 Rupert (r) (5484877) 420 
Mike and AngeJo (1479964) 4.45 Reboot 
II (5417051) 

5.10 A Country Practice (5062167) 

5.40 News (D and weather (457099) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (D (291896) 

625 HTV Weather (177877) 

620 HIV News (167) 

7.00 Emmerdale As the police begin their 
official investigation Into a suspicious 
death, Frank wonders if he has finally 
reached the end of the road (D (2902) 
720 343 An investigation Into the 
controversial nanny-cam, a device used 
by American parents to spy on their 
nannies (T) (821) 



Blake and Cryer Investigate (820pm) 

8.00 The Bill: Holding On When a young man 
claims his car has been stolen with his 
tour-month-old baby inside, Cryer and 
Blake lead the hunt to find the thief and 
avoid a tragedy ft) (8322) 

820 Michael Barrymore’s Strike It Rich (D 
Game Show (7457) 

9.00 Reckless Richard and Owen meet to 
discuss the future (D (6051) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (16506) 

1020 Regional News (D (705341) 

10.40 The West This Week On the eve of the 
Liberal Democrats' spring conference. 
Paddy Ashdown gives an exclusive 
interview on his party's election 
prospects. Plus. Richard Lyddon looks at 
the effects ol privatising British Rail on the 
passengers (545273) 

11.25 Frieze Frame: Horse Hair and Frogs 

Focusing on John Stagg one of the 
world's foremost bowmakere (894001) 

11.40 Hunter (r) (211964) 

1225am In Bed with MeDinner (5827842) 
1.05 Funny Business (3381281) 1.40 
Cyber Cafe (8745113) 2.05 Stand and 
Deliver (r) (4155007) 325 3-D (r) (D 
(65839755) 325 The Good Sex Guide 
Late (r) (8021674) 4-30 The Time, the 
Place {rj (79200) 520 The New Mr and 
Mrs Show (r) (24262) 520 News (52378) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

1225pm-12S A Country Practice (6892964) 
5.10&40 Shorttend Street (5662167) 

625 Central News (209815) 

625-720 Lifeline (155815) 

1020 Crime Stalker (681344) 

11.40 Do I Not Like That! (960728) 

1240am Funny Business (4090281) 

1.15 Ed’s Night Party (2432264) 

1.40 Club Nation (3470129) 

2.40 Shift (4318649) 

325 Stand and DeOver (8021674) 

425 Central Jobftnder '97 (8109674) 

520 Aslan Eye (8321939) 
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As HTV West except: 

1225-125 Emmerdale (6892964) 

5.10-&40 Home and Away (5662167) 
629-720 Westco untry Live (50438) 

1020 Power Game (438148) 

11.10 Tales from the Cider County (173728) 
1120 Traps (211964) 


As HTV West except: 

5.10-520 Home and Away (5662167} 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (815) 

620-7.00 Getaways (167) 

1020 Meridian Focus (438148) 

11.10 RJ. Mtchell - Birth of a Spitfire 
(325506) 

12.05am Short Story Cinema (6206465) 

520 Freescreen (24262) 


As HTV West except 
12.55-1.25 A Country Practice (6892964) 
5.10-520 Shorttend Street (5662167) 

623 Anglia Weather (178506) 

625 Anglia News (206815) 

625-7.00 What’s On (155815) 

1020 Cover Story (438148) 

11.10 Hunter (463344) 

12.10am Alfred Hitchcock Presents 

(7833723) 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (75419) 

720 The Big Breakfast (89341) 

9.00 Bewitched (26983) 

920 YsgoBon (950983) 

12.00 House to House (13419) 

1220pm Here's One I Made Earfler (33761) 
1.00 Slot MeHhrin (99728) 

120 Film: Carry on Admiral (81664) 

3.00 Collectors' Lot (5235) 

320 REckf Lake (273) 

4.00 FHteen-to-One (780) 

420 Howard Goodairs Organ Works (964) 
5.00 5 Pump (3380) 

520 Countdown (544) 

620 Newydcflon (815525) 

6.05 Heno (202902) 

625 Jacpot (184167) 

7.00 Pobol y Cwm (312273) 

725 Pwy ’EM Pwy? (654032) 

8.00 Pam H DuW7 (6964) 

820 Newyddlon (5099) 

9.00 Heroes of Comedy (4693) 

10.00 Film: Damage (549860329 
12.05am Dispatches (8289552) 


CHANNEL 4 


620am Sesame Street (75419) 720 The Big 
Breakfast (89341) 9.00 Bewitched (r) (D 
(26983) 

920 Schools (950983) 

12.00 House to House (13419) 1220pm 
Here's One i Made Earlier (r) (33761) 
1.00 Cybfll (r) (D (60782083) 125 Pat 
and Mat (47725322) 

120 Footsteps In the Fog (1955) With 
[Stewart Granger and Jean Simmons. 
Edwardian melodrama about a wife- 
poisoner who tries to murder the maid 
who is blackmailing him. Dfrected by 
Arthur Lubln (89299254) 

320 Collectors’ Lot (T) (273) 4.00 Frfteen-to- 
One (D (780) 420 Countdown (D (964) 
5.00 Ridd Lake (T) (3380) 520 Pet 
Rescue (D (544) 

620 Hangfn' with Ur Cooper (T) (457) 

620 Hollyoaks Teen soap (D (709) 

720 Channel 4 News (278934) 

720Winners and Losers (155344) 

820 tenia Shop Tin You Drop The 
habits and quirks ol shoppers 
(2/4) (D (6964) 

820TV Dinners In the last of the series Hugh 
Feamtey-WhittingstaU takes another look 
at two of his favourite dinners from the 
series. Eddie Baines and Steve Donovan 
prepare a special anniversary meal for 
their wives and Felicity Keebaugh 
transforms her flat into cavewoman's den 
with a menu to match (9/9) (T) (5099) 
9.00 Dispatches An inside account of the 
underworld of drugs and crime that lead 
to teenager Leah Betts's death hi a 
Basildon nightclub (T) (493490) 

9.45 Bright Sparks The story of Wolfie, a 
rhythm end blues harmonica player who 
tours the London pubs (T) (830235) 



A family at war (10.00pm) 

10.00 Hope and Glory (1987) John Boorman's 

m autobiographical memoir of an ordinary 
family fiwng in London during the Second 
. World War Blitz, as seen through the eyes 
of a nine-year-old boy. With Sebastian 
Fttce-Edwards, Sarah Miles and Ian 
Barmen (54986032) 

12.05am The Unpleasant World of Perm and 
Taler (r) (T) (6204007) 

1225 [frowning by Buriats A documentary 
look at the massacre of Algerians by the 
French police that took place in Paris In 
October, 1961 (r) (T) (5164200) 

125 Nothing But the Truth The rights and 
wrongs of a book written by a former 
Highgiwe housekeeper being banned In 
Britain but on sale in other parts of the 
world. Last In series (r) (3399200) 

225 Nomads Siberia's Evenki reindeer 
herders. Last in series (r) (7) (4991303) 
325 Schools: Reform and Reaction 4.00 
Encydopaefcla Galactia 4.10 Russia 420 
Schools at Work 425 Tire Glittering Haze 
525 An Inner City FHot (322281) 

520 Backdate (r) (1) (43620) 



• For more comprehensive 
listin gs of salellife and cable 
rhannelsL see the Directory, 
published on Saturday - - 

SKY 1 _ _ 

620am Momirjj Glory (34M77)M» Rags 
and KattVa Lee {45780) IDfO Another 
WurU {317281 1120 Days ol Our LJ je fi 
(1-1964) 12.00 Oprah WWr^r [7«0B) 
iJOOpm Gerakto [837801 200 Sa*yJ«3jy 
Raphael (79400) 100 Jainy Janes(9050p) 
4.00 Oprah Winfrey (94411> BfOSWrTrafc 
The Nea Garerafkjn W7W )JMW R MrW 
(40991820 MairteO —with CMdren (BUnij 
RtoTlSamp^ (SMOI mo M*A-S£ 
(4235) OOO Just Krddnfl t«^ *2°JJ* 
Nanny (3273) 200 SonteW ( 94475 ) 230 
Mad About You (757811 1020 
Hope (45544) 1120 SafitlB ScoO [449TO) 
1120 Siar Trek: The 
(70867) 1220am LAPD (54210) 120 Hit 

Mix Long Pfeyt 1166945) 

SKY 2 - 

720pm Hercules: The 
( 6186877 ) 820 SWere (6107S2SO 820 
Hgwarefef (6167761) 1020 
16197148) 1120 Laie Show (6711051) 
1220 HA Mbi (95TI991) 

SKY NEWS _ 

Worldwide news cowrage, ndhhdMteto 
Ihehour, 34 hutfafl day. s** 1 da l® aweeK 

SKY MOVIES _ 

625am HacShiyng Hnri fi 0 * 

Dim (19831172758186) 62 0 Sfaar Baw» 

* ** um to PM**; 

1220 TTwt »»K to e Wraf 
(83683] aOOwnJ^APP- 1 M 
(38696) 420Firetot 
0683) 820 PtOca haehnv 
toUMCSW.(19B4) 

Top 10 (196302) 820 CNM^W 

(1M5) 131099) 020 »»*» «low<W7j 
1020 Ha»0te Forcw 
11 M Onca Ware CSS 

10619Q21120« 

(34S2&1I a A WWk won low 

SSSi (IfiMM [a516£45 L^««o^ 

Shaynm/toal Boi o* (1993) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL. 



b«« WDy Fog: Around Om Worid In 80 
Daw (4319693) 10.10 TTw St Tammany 
Miracle (1994) (40478273) 1220 My 
FemHy-nUauro (1993) 220pm 

The Pride of Jewe HMtom (ini) 
(34438) 420 The KJd tram Lett RoKI 
(1979) (7235) 820 Monkey Trouble 
Ss9« 470021 820 SeMndtar’e LW 
tmm ffi5040506) 11.15 Bays on the 
Side (1985) (620070) 1.15am A Woman 
Scorned f1993> 1131179) 325 Judicial 
Cement (19*5) 1488397) 443 Monkey 
Trouble (1884) (B510937Q 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

RJXkm The Lost Weekend (1845) 
<MB3fl9318.00 Tin donna GR You, Sueka 
fisan (39B5438) 1020 The Naked Cun 

gffip^1120JJto8«tg8«j 

IS3&A72Q) 1-25flm Utah, HUiilf SWMl 
SSi (196S) (73193464) 325520 
SStahta (1839) (1915842) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT _ 

Cortnwou; oartoens from 5am to Spin, 
jTenTNT fi«TO as teflowt ^__ 

gjXJpm A LW* « Tf *“ riina 
&S8&TT) 1120 LoBfl P^!) 

(33584933) 126am The Lo wj 0 ^ 
0^^894668) 320*20 A TVne to 
KS (1955) p19626£3) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

affSTSeaKr 

SS-ararjnsa 

. Sl mo Cara Sta 

i 3 roundlng Marati P 2 ®? 8 ? 

SSbSSS 

Mouse TrackB (4830877) 1120 Pat* 
nww 11311613 1220 pm Tonon and 
, ( mra iMsufa MfSf 

MM5254) 120 Bed of Disney (18817261 

Pkick (53346883) 235 Bonkera P182419I 
(S73843BI 3^ 

.WB&SSSS 

H la n u t ha l 


FOX KIDS NETWORK 


620em Three Liffle Gnoai (5566i67i B30 
mspecrar Gedger (7767615) 7X0 Samuiai 
Pizza Cats {673S631J 7X0 Powet Ranged. 
(6721438) 8X0 UJUfjed Fhdtx (77X7001 

820 Crocadw (779105’J 9-00 ftmtes 
kJand (69639021 9X5 Why Why Fareity 
(2489903) 920 ZboMee Zoo (316W90I 
9J55 Why Vihy ■FanXy (B782380) 10,00 
Rlmba'G Island (7532017) 1025 Why Why 
FarUy (5315709) 1020 ZojDdee Zoa 
(93032490) 1025 Why Why FarTOy 

(92191254) 11X0 Pnncess Siarta 

2250506) 1120 Pmocduo (2S12K1 
12X0 B*y ihe Cal (7702167) 1220pm VR 
Troopers (292S534111220 Power Rangers 
(29146649) 1.10 Masked Ritter (26646457) 
120 Ace Vanrure (8594886) 2X0 Casper 
(4854700) 220 Lite with Louie 1700339)) 
3X0 Eek Snwagarca ^4866544) 3.30 Ace 
Veruia (85584751 4X0 Casper (3Jij877Jj 
420 Power Ranger' (3603524) 5X0 
Masked Rider (4838761) 520 Spxleiman 
(90088161 6-00 ‘SoosetumfE 13168439) 
c20-7.00 &eee» Valley high (3958^311 


SKY SPORTS 1 



TLC/PISCOVERY 


SXOem Joy ol Parting (2346902) 920 
Grow with Joe (2166709) 10X0 Two'S 
CtMWy Cooking (4716070) 1020 Our 
House (2342186) 11X0 For h (5883006) 
1120 The Old house (5883728) 12X0 
VerseMe Vegetables (2333438) 1220pm 
Grtfran Kerr (2180525) 1X0^Today's Gour¬ 
met (8672544) 120 Home Again (216969S) 
2X0 Hameiima (4618877) 220 Furniture 
(8741544) 3X0 Two's Country (4621612) 
320-4X0 TH& OU house 18713781) 
DISCOVERV takes over at 4.00pm. 
4X0pm Ftehhg Adventures II (8732896) 
420 Bush Tucks Msi (8721780) 5X0 
Treasure Hu mere (4633457) 520 Beyond 
2000 (8713032) OXOVUUThaios (B742273) 
620 VAd Things (8733S2S) 7X0 Beyond 
2000 (4613693) 720 Wondere Ol Weather 
(8739709) 8X0 Protessronab (3901506) 
9X0 Top Marques U (5862235) 920 
Disaster (2140761) 10.00 Mecficai Datec- 
twea (2334167] 11X0 Last Great RoadracO 
(6322902) 1.00am Roadshow (4668200) 
120-2X0 Eamrrists (620691(9 


7X0am Spons Cerlre (58419) 7.30 World 
Wre^lng Federation (93122) 820 Ruonq 
Nm (74983) 9.00 Sporu Centre (65235) 
920 Aeroetei 07 Style 163047) 10X0 
Fatter Mondial (43099) 1020 Live GoN 
Moroccan <3pen (84186) 1220pm World ol 
Super League (747C91220 FuiW Mynchal 
(4896) 3.00 Live Gofi Moroccan Open 
{^4099) 429 Sports Cenire I®ff03£i 5X0 
WorVJ Wrea&rig FcdMabon (9235) 8.00 
Sports Centre (5526) 620 l&.iOu&ieis 
(8877) 7X0 Temem s Scantsh Cup Fifth 
Round Oetoe. v Rangers — bw (188964) 
10X0 Sports Centre (86728) 1020 Anglng 
Master 139490) 1120 Gan Moroccan 
Open (50029) 120am Anglng Masters 
1122011 220-3.00 Spans Centre (32397) 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

sxopm Angling Maslers (4884709) 9X0 
Gofr Doral Ry*» Open (4887896) 11X0 
Bobby enamor s Scrapbook i,86?4506) 
1220 - 1 X 0 Second Innings (31 jl75J| 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12X0 Aerobics Oz Syte (54680051) 
1220 pm Beach Vofeyball (£8258438) 120 
Sea TV (56718693) 2X0 ir&Kfe roe PGA 
Tour [7088114^ 220 Grass Roots Rugby 
(83600070) 3X0 lr» CncfaM (2807203?! 
ia00 FoorttaD League Revuu'fl&gi&Gfti 
11 X 0-1120 Snowbosd 


Ray Miiland and Howard Da Silva (Sky Movies Gold, 6.00pm) 


UK GOLD 


EUROSPORT 


720am hquDbirtiirirsri (86490i 820 Sai&ng 
(69051) 9.00 ATP low RevirtK (83631)920 
Figure r?7to0| 11X0 Moiors 

(640 > Ui 12.00 'Irc&s-Counuy S^jbici 
[ 171861 1.00pm N'CWttoa.T'irwj 1915061 
2X0 tennis ABN'4MIK> World Toima- 
mem — Lme it’-'ftii) 4.00 Tr.,..r»- Rvrnq 
(42963)5.00 FA Cup F^alr. 1986 a M 1989 
(7631) 8.00 "jkang (6'970t 7.00 Foortall 
SI 1 ' Brain v Lw^rjiuoi - Lw [4J99J877) 
B.15 Euc¥«dr.Oil Wtamcf. Cup |7«)709| 
10.00 Snccihei E'.ireteaii Open Lfii41&) 
12X0-12.30am >:,in Maai:it:37W17j 


GRANADA PLUS 


6X0em Kry(>tfin F.if.iri) <r*1022t»41 620 
Once H«>'i i> Tim> 6.45 C>ur 

Baiyad |151'A''8i 7.00 Aipnabei loo 
(4600761) 7.16 «''ncc Uiv.'i :t True 
I50135C5) 720 Ac'-im a roc- Anii-rope 
(60fl5T54l 800 Coronal ion Si 

(425SJ41) B20 •4’W.IJi 800 

The Prpiesirdnit'; t' 111V.'.r 1800 Sec ond 
Thouqnre [7350f i .i»1830 Iwo s Company 
(434 M48) 11.00 tfMftrt There Vfefc 
I6074902i 12.00 C!v^-. CoronalrM. Si 
(42657281 12.30pm Farmlie:- !7137l48i 
1.00 WT*:iri Mail ci n5fi45490i 1.30 hrypron 


Facto (7136419) 2X0 DrummondE 
(73517801 800 Upstara. Downstairs 
(115Ji»4) 4.00 Doctor Senes (6383612) 
420 Sucond Thoughts (8399696) 5X0 The 
Protessucrnals (6470438) 800 Famtos 
(8370761) 800 Classic Coronation St 
(7145167) 7X0 Doctor Serbs (6471167) 
720 Twos Company (6380525) 8X0 
Upstairs Dounsiare (7878984) 800 Oas- 
v: coronation Si (2296419) 825 Good Lite 
Crude (2052612) 10X0-11X0 The Prates- 
«roels I7891B15I 

From 11.00pm-2X0am Men and Motors 

GRANADA GOOD LIFE 

From 6XOam-9XO TV High Street 
Fromi 9.00-12-00 Food arid Whe 
Fitfr. 12.00-3.00pm Haaflh and Beauty 
From 3.086X0 Home end Garden 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4.00pm Bn>ataphy General MacArthur 
(8497902) 5X0 Oui Century (3143525) 
6X0-8XO Hisicr,- Alive Special (4876780) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

1.00am TwAghtJcoe H311129) 1X0 Tales 
ol >te UiK-xpuJud (3361938) 2X0 100 
r-c-5 ol Honor i72fi5723i 2X0 Night 
G-oWtry (2017030) 3X04X0 Friday Ihe 13th 


7X0am Tefiysladr (6072603) 725 Neigh¬ 
bours (9837273) 800 Crossroads 

(1509148) 82S Easfrfldere (8883780) 8X0 
The Bft (231503^ 820 Bread (2168167] 
10X0 Never 0 *Twain (4725728) 1020 The 
Suttvans (2344544) 11X0 Juki Bran 
(8870186) 12X0 Crossroads (2335898) 
1220pm Neghbous (2162BB3] 1X0 East- 
Enders (9872439) 125 No Place Ufa Home 
(3886815) 2.10 Emery (28177612) 220 
Throe Up. Two Down (1684475) 3X0 
Telystack (4823070) 320 The B& 
(B722419) 4X0 Afi Creatures Gred and 
Strati (5875709) 5X0 Full House (4712411) 
840 Crossroads (6972877) 825 East- 
Enders (2131362) 640 Ever Oecrroshg 
Cedes (3957070) 720 Man About Die 
House (7855728) 7X0 Are You Being 
Saved? (1864508) 830 Russ Abba 
(4810505) 800 Th B B» (5864893) 920The 
Equator (9079254) 1020 Ftowtand RMon 
(5658506} 11X5 Men Behewng Body 
(8498709) 1125 Atari Sayie (3202708 ) 
12 . 10 am The Best ri TOTP (8370901) 
12X8 BU m Piofla (4158910) 1.10 M^rra 
Vice (3479552) 2X6 Shopping (65674133) 


ICC 


extern Anne ot Green GahtasAtoad to 
Avontea (11273) 7X0 Denna the Menace 
(79709) 720 t'erwfc the Menace (81544) 
800 Batman (75344) 830 An Attack 


(25885) 9X0 Rash Gordon (21815) 920 
Bobby's World (32419) 10X0 Ramuleud 
Ihe Refrideer (55631) 1020 Robinson 
Sucree (27069) 11X0 Danger Mouse 
(79051) 11X0 Gravedaie High (70780) 
12X0 Oscar's Orchestra (2S&21) 1220pm 
Halfway Across the Qetay (38235) 1X0 By 
Woyoi the Stars (81780) 120 Black Beauty 
(35506) 2X0 Girl from Tomorrow (8902) 
130 Ocean Odyssey (332Z) 3X0 Art Attack 
(4709) 320 Hash Gordon (5167) 4X0 
Batman (7902) 420-8X0 &g Deh (3iW) 

NICKELODEON _ 

800am Kilter Tomatoes (89)48) 8X1 
Count Duckuia (10761) 7X0 Rocto 
(9964544) 7.15 HeyAmokfl (8069896) 720 
Rugrats (68896) 8X0 Doug (73264) 8X0 
Artur (72525) 8X0 CWdrwTs BBC (83877) 
920 Children's BBC (85269) 10X0 
Witch's House (34341) 1020 Baber 
(52761) 11.00 Magic School Bus (31877) 
1120 Homy's Cal/WB Cwac Cwac/Ltzzte'o 
Ltoraryffopsay and rimUmbo (32506) 
12X0 Benanas ri Pyjames (78341) 
12X0pm Unto Bear Stories (41B2S) 1.00 
cnridren'5 BBC (48032) 120 Chfldien'e 
BBC (57916) 2X0 Dr Sews (7480) 220 
Kissyfur (2438) 3X0 Wishbone (650)320 
SticWn' Around (7883) 4X0 Bruno Ihe Kid 
(S4S0J 420 ftjgrai9 (8902) 5X0 Stater 
Sister tlQTOI 830 Moetfw (8254) 8X0 
Press Gang (3187) 830-7X0 Doug (4419) 

PARAMOUNT C0MH)Y 

7.00pm E UK (8506) 720 Hoseeme (6631) 
800 Roeoeme (72541 820 Monty Python 
(8761) 9X0 Cheers (44341) 920 Tod 
(81761) 10X0 Gary Standing (77070) 
1020 Fraser (53490J11X0 The Dociw Is 
On (56188) 1120 Monty Python (30525) 
12X0 Nurses {332611 1220am Soap 
(94804) 1X0 Cheers (76668) 120 Tea 
|99007) 2X0 E UK (11804) 220 The Doctor 
IS On (30939) 3X0 Frester (58804) 330- 
CQO Gary Shanding (14991) 

BRAVO _ 

800pm Fiobocop (3990032) 9X0 Btmng 
Zone (3918898) 10X0 Tour o( Duly 
(3911983) 11X0 FILM: HMTs Angeb on 
Wheals (6326728) 1.00am Burning Zone 
(8482020) 2X0 Tour ol Duty (9050129)3X0 
FUttHeTa Anfleb on Wharis (2094533) 
800 Robocop (8877303) 

UK LIVING 


800am Tiny Living 
rags end Gtamour (346T 


9X0 Giari- 
815 Gordon 


EWoC (8423S44) 10X6 Jeny Sponger 
(4560070) 11.00 Young and the Resitess 
(0971099) 11X5 Super Freaco FSiutorioua 
[443J1693) 11X0 Srootelda (20034571 
12X5pai Why Mert (70674322) 12X5 Tern- 
pestl (3269187) 1X0 Rotunda (9688780) 
220Agony Experience (2870964) 3X0 Lite 
at Three (49279438) 4X5 Jeny Spmw 
(5251896) 5X5 Ungo (84935419) 520 
Lucky Ladders (2874780) 8X0 I Dream of 
Jearrole (BB40761) 835 Ready. Steady. 
Cook (3538780) 7X5 Brookside (1527457) 
7X0 Wtt'6 Sony Nwrt (6546457) 0X5 
Rofcnda (8853902) 800 FUJI: Run for 
Yore Ufa (B4607254) 1025 Sax Lite 
(3896273) 1125-12X0 More Sax Lila 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

sxopm Pitre Tima (BS796B3) 5X5 Btock- 
buEtae (1398148) 525 Prize Tfrw (270902) 
520 SpeObouid (183902) 620 Proa Tme 
(789701) 830 CaBTOphrase (256952) 855 
Prize Tme (€09156) 7X5 Sale ol the 
Century (117780) 720 Prize Tine (622457) 
7X0 Gives Us a Clue (928983) 810 Pnze 
Tme (880544) 820 Al Clued Up (658803) 
880 Prize The (883544) 9X0 Through Ihe 
Keyhole (318438) 925 Pita Tme (7S2235) 
925 Busman's HoWay (296877) 10X0 
Pros Time (860781) 10X5 Treasure Hurt 
(787802) 11X5 Prize Time (386490) 1120 
Low Bl FW Sight (799815) 11X5 Prize 
Tme (640235) 12X0 Sate of fine Cartuy 
(88755) 1220am Hart to Hat (33552) 120 
Lou Grant (65397) 220 Snowy Rwr The 
McGregor Sega (1164?) 320 AH Together 
Now (69465) 4X0-520 Fall Guy (75262) 

ZEE TV _ 

7X0am Jaegtan 720 2EE Morning 820 
Business 9X0 Hasya Tana Ghar Vasyo 
920 Campus 10X0 SahR 11X0 Aashlane 
1120 Banart April Baza 12X0 Daaaan 
1220pm Saida 1X0 Hrdr BLIt Tari 
Cher 4X0 ZEE Zone Presents 4.10 ZEE 
Top 10 810 Vfcrem Aur Beotai 800 Sony 
Mwi Lorry 020 ZEE and You 7X0 Euro 
Zinclagl 720 Onemagic 800 News 820 
Andes w» Jeei 920 Hasreiain 10X0 
Commander 1020 Sang Yaaiia 11X0 Zed 
Honor Show 1120-12X0 Aap Ki Fermateh 

MTV _ 

The 24 hour music channel. Includes 
news, reviews and be concert borage 

VH-1 _ 

The vkfaohtochanneL Classic rSta and 
pop videos and the best new sounds 

















RACING 43 

Webber passes 
early test with 
flying colours 


SPORT 


CRICKET 46 

Atherton comes 
good in the 
final analysis 
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Striker may miss European tie 


Liverpool lose 
patience 
with Collymore 



From David Miller in Bergen 


STAN COLLYMORE, Liver¬ 
pool’s £8 million forward 
signed from Nottingham For¬ 
est at the beginning of last 
season, may think he is a gift 
to the game- He is likely to 
discover tonight that the door 
is open for him to move on 
once more. He is unlikely to 
play in Liverpool's Cup Win¬ 
ners' Cup quarter-final first 
leg against SK Brann. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, has two dilemmas: 
whether to include the disaf¬ 
fected, moody Collymore, who 
was substituted in their defeat 
by Aston Villa on Sunday, 
and. with the injured Mark 
Wright left behind on Mersey¬ 
side. who should be his third 
defender with Ruddock and 
Matteo — Babb, Rob Jones or 
Harkness. Ruddock himself 
has not been a starting choice 
since January. 

There was a time when a 
trip to Norway for any promi¬ 
nent English dub was no 
more titan an informal train¬ 
ing stint No longer. Liverpool 
have enough problems here in 
imposing, panoramic, rain¬ 
swept Bergen tonight to be 
aware that any errors may 
jeopardise a place in the semi¬ 
finals. 

Although Brann will be 
handicapped by the fact that 
they are returning to action 
after their winter break, they 
defeated PSV Eindhoven, the 
Dutch league leaders, to reach 


the quarter-final. Their strik¬ 
er, Mons Ivar Mjelde, has 
scored 12 goals in European 
competition and is capable of 
unhingeing the best of defend¬ 
ers. He scored twice in the 
defeat of PSV. 

In Evans’s opinion, it is lade 
of consistency rather than 
quality that separates the 
present Liverpool team, stand¬ 
ing second in the FA Carling 
Premiership, from emulating 
the dub’s former trophy-win¬ 
ning sides, yet Collymore’s 
temperamental inadequacy is 
one of the reasons for . their 
present inconsistency. His dis- 


Radio row--3 

Iversen wins his spurs — 44 


appointing display against 
Villa. leading to his replace¬ 
ment by Berger in the second 
half, suggests that Berger will 
be preferred for this game. 
Evans's comment last night 
that there was “a fab- chance" 
that Liverpool would play 
with only one man up front — 
Fowler — was less than 
enigmatic. 

Collymore, who has yet to 
move house from the Mid¬ 
lands since leaving Notting¬ 
ham. sulked after his 
substitution on Sunday and 
failed to appear for training on 
Tuesday. Not for the first time. 
Evans admits to being unable 


HOiZHO mum 
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to fathom Collymore's moods. 
The present position, however, 
cannot be tolerated indefinite¬ 
ly. CoUymore’s unpredictabili¬ 
ty harms the performance, not 
to say the morale, of his 
colleagues.' 

The long-term solution will 
almost certainly be to let him 
move on. For all Evanses 
undemonstrative words in 
public — “Tell me what his 
motives are" — Liverpool have 
never been a dub to suffer self¬ 
preoccupation in a player. 

Evans will probably play 
safe tonight, because he is well 
aware of the quality of the 
opposition. Comparing Brann 
with Brandby, of Denmark, 
who beat Liverpool in the Uefa 
Cup last season. Evans said: 
“Brann are very organised 
and talented and we saw them 
win in Cologne [a non-compet¬ 
itive match during their 
break]. Brondby did shut us 
out and made scoring difficult, 
but Brann have a strike force 
that must be considered. If we 
don’t play up to standard, we 
know we could lose.” 

Assuming that Berger does 
play with McManaman be¬ 
hind Fowler. Evans will also 
be looking for some belated 
form from Redknapp. At 23, a 
six-year first-team veteran. 
Redknapp has yet to develop 
the playmaker's command of 
midfield that was forecast by 
Terry Venables, the former 
England coach. As England’s 
star-of-tomarrow. Redknapp 
has been overtaken by Beck¬ 
ham, of Manchester United, 
and his performance against 
Villa was not outstanding. 
Talent is no excuse for not 
sweating. 

Kjel! Tennfjord. the Brann 
coach, dismissed the idea that 
Brann are weakened by the 
loss of two players — the 
Iceland international goal¬ 
keeper, Birkir Kristinsson, 
and Jan Ove Pedersen in 
midfield — through registra¬ 
tion confusion, and professed 
to be strongly optimistic 
“Liverpool in ray opinion, are 
the best side in England,” he 
said last night, “but we can 
beat them if we have two good 
days. To have a chance, I think 
we must win the home leg." 
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Fixing a hole Groundsmen investigate the hole in the pitch at Kingfield that caused the abandonment of a match, and another found yesterday 

Hole story behind club’s sinking fortunes 


By Walter Gammie 

“THE council are looking in to 
it,” followed by a titter — such 
was the stock response to 
callers to Woking Football 
Club yesterday as they sought 
enlightenment to the VauxhaiJ 
Conference scoreline in The 
Times yesterday morning that 
read: Woking v Hayes, match 
abandoned (2Dmin). hole in 
pitch. 

The Surrey dub hopes to get 
to the bottom of the matter this 
morning when the specialist 
company that surveyed the 
house of Fred West in Crom- 
wdJ Street Gloucester, and 
the underground workings of 
bypass protestors brings its 
equipment to scan the King- 
field pitch. They've offered us 


two hours of their time, free." 
Phil Ledger, the Woking chair¬ 
man, said. 

It was Ledger's quick think¬ 
ing in offering spectators free 
admission when the match is 
staged again that dug Woking 
out of their hole on Tuesday 
night The 2.000 fans were 
understandably restive at 
bring cheated of their fill, with 
no provision existing for a 
refund. 

Furthermore, although two 
man-sized craters — and the 
knots of bystanders peering 
into them — made the prob¬ 
lem obvious yesterday, it was 
by no means so apparent on 
Tuesday night Indeed, when 
Kevan Brown, the Woking 
captain, initially unearthed 
the Kingfield crater, his team¬ 


mates did not let him believe 
it “I received the ball from the 
left-hand side of the pitch and 
as I went to pass it my 
standing leg gave way. I 
stumbled and almost fell 
over," be said. 

“As play went up the other 
end. I said to Steve Foster 
There must be a hole*. He just 
laughed and thought I was 
joking. Play went on for 
another couple of minutes and 
then Andy Ellis saw the hole, 
stood by it and called over the 
referee. It was about the size of 
a football and went down two 
or three feet" 

Ledger was among those 
summoned to investigate by 
Piaul Armstrong, die referee. 
“He put a comer flag into it 
and it went in very, very 


easily,” he said. “We put soil 
into it but it didn’t help. He 
thought that if a player put his 
foot into tiie hole, he might 
break his ankle, and the 
managers agreed in those 
circumstances the march 
shouldn’t go ahead. 

There was a 2ft square 
chamber with drainage pipes 
coming off it. A piece of 
biscuit-like cement was put 
over the top to stop bits of dirt 
falling into it Earlier in the 
morning, it had been very wet 
and we had used a Verti- 
drainer on it. piat cuts up tile 
crust of the pitch and spikes 
the ground and we think it 
must have broken through the 
top of the chamber." 

If the scan reveals no exten¬ 
sive damage to the rest of the 


drainage system. Woking 
hope to resume normal service 
for their supporters next Tues¬ 
day in a Conference match 
against Welling Unired. The 
Capital League match against 
Welling tonight, however. haT- 
been postponed, and the 
Surrey FA’S youth county 
championship semi-final on 
Saturday is in doubt. 

Woking Borough Council 
knows that it is on to a. good 
thing, if not a hole new baOj 
game, by backing Woking, 
who attract publicity with 
unerring ease, even it is nor¬ 
mally by overturning Football 
League chibs in the FA Cup or 
reaching FA UmbroTrophy 
finals. It has just agreed a. 
third year of sponsorship fijr- 
£30,000. 


Wigan shopping Graham on slow 
for new stadium route to title 




By Christopher Irvine 


By Srikumar Sen. boxing correspondent 


ACROSS 

I To trick; one tricked (4) 

3 Tom Brown bully (8) 

8 Malade Imaginaire creator 

C7) 

10 (Venerated) survival (5) 

11 A-Ievel student (5-6) 

13 Firmly assert (6) 

15 Reach (6) 

17 Home-owner (M) 

20 Massacre of Innocents king 
15) 

21 Hang up; defer (7) 

22 Advance (S) 

23 Stigma; pronounce indis¬ 
tinctly (4) 


DOWN 

1 Of the home (8) 

2 Flower sounds like lots of 
sheep (5) 

4 Keep doggo (33) 

5 Delectable (II) 

6 Mosquito-borne disease (7) 

7 Impudence; part of body, of 
violin (4) 

9 Depth-ganging device (4.7) 

12 Trespasser^ 

14 Lively movement may 
have trio f7) 

16 Against (another team) (6) 

18 Live (in) (5) 

19 Cut vacillate, with change 
(4) 


I British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


PR IZ ES: THE WINNER will receive a return ticket travelling 
Economy Class to anywhere on British Midland's domestic or 
international network. 

THE RUNNER-UP wfll receive a return ticket to anywhere on 
British Midland's domestic network. British Midland offers an 
extensive range of destinations throughout the UK as well as 
Eu f °pe-. With oyer 1.400 flights a week to IS European 
destinations British Midland is the Airline tor Europe. 

All Rights are subject to avaHabiSty. 


Pest yonr entry to Times Two Crossword. PO Box 6886. London 
E2 8SP to arrive by next Monday. The winners' names and sol- 
ntum win appear on Wednesday. 


SOLUTION TO NO 1033 

ACROSS: 5 Circumscribe 8 Guinea 9 Curare 10 East 
IZDragram 14 Octopus 15 Deny 17 Angler 18 League 
20 Pettifogging 

2 B ran 3 Psychic 4 Prorogue 
MJd' 7BamabyRudge * 1 Smollett 13 Putrefy 16 Clog 


WIGAN Rugby League Club 
yesterday announced the sale 
of Central Park, its home since 
1902, to Tesco for a supermar¬ 
ket development. Wigan plan 
to use tiie proceeds of the E12 
million deal to build a new 
•stadium, but continue to be 
opposed by Dave Whelan, the 
.multimillionaire business¬ 
man. who had offered to buy 
and redevelop the ground at a 
combined cost of £215 million. 

Whelan, the owner of Wig¬ 
an Athletic Football Club, 
whose offer for Central Park 
for use by the rugby league 
and football clubs was passed 
by an overwhelming majority 
j of Wigan shareholders, said: 

I The Wigan board are boast¬ 
ing they’ve scored a victory 
against me. This isn’t a vic¬ 
tory, irs a tragedy. 

"It has echoes of the furore 
in football at Brighton, where 
they have money in the bank 
from selling tiie ground and 
nowhere to play. Wigan have 
even approached me about 
helping them with this talk of 
a new stadium. I’ve been 
sitting with these fellows for 
six weeks and they’ve done 
this deal behind the backs of 
everyone. I don’t want to be in 
the same room as them.” 

Whelan, a former Wigan 
president and lifelong sup¬ 
porter. said that he would not 
attend another game until 
Jack Robinson, the Wigan 
chairman, and Tom Rath- 
bone. another director, went. 
Both men are believed to have 
swung the Tesco deal as 

debenture shareholders with 
superior voting rights, one of 
several aspects of the agree¬ 
ment about which Whelan is 
taking legal advice. 

“If it can be opposed legally, 
and Robinson and Rath bone 


were removed and the share¬ 
holders appointed a new 
board, I’d talk to them and. 
hopefully, offer the same deal 
for the pound.” Whelan said. 

Wigan can remain at Cen¬ 
tral Park this season and next 
and the dub has an option on 
a temporary move to Bolton 
Wanderers’ new stadium, five 
miles away at Horwich. while 
a new ground is built at one of 
three proposed sites. If unsuit¬ 
able, however, a permanent 
home outside Wigan is not 
exduded. 

Reaction yesterday to confir¬ 
mation of the sale suggests 
that Wigan will have a hard 
job convincing supporters that 
turning Central Park into a 
supermarket is in foe dub’s 
best interests. 

Robinson said that there 
might be intransigence from 
mainly older supporters, but 
he felt that younger people 
were open to persuasion and 
would see the benefits. “It’s 
called progress. We*ve got to 
get with it," he said. 

In a letter to shareholders, 
Robinson said that Whelan's 
lease proposal for Centra] 
Park was a "business strait- 
jacket” that would restrict the 
dub’s ability to raise revenue. 
Whelan has said that, after tax 
and payment on land owned 
by the Wigan local authority, 
the dub will be left with about 
£4 million from the Tesco deal 
— the same amount he offered 
to buy Central Park. 

David Bradshaw, the Wig¬ 
an director of operations, said: 
“We always believed that the 
ideal scenario was for the dub 

to be playing in a state-of-the- 
art stadium. What we now 
have is a marvellous opportu¬ 
nity to bring that dreamy? 
reality," 


HEROL GRAHAM'S second 
comeback contest, against 
Craig Joseph, of Bradford, on 
Tuesday night, earned him 
time to prove himself. The 
former British. European and 
Commonwealth champion, 
37, who has been trying to 
convince promoters that he 
has still enough in him to 
campaign as a championship 
contender, has been given one 
year to show if he can compete 
with young super-middle- 
weights. 

After Graham's onesided 
win over Joseph at the Ele- 



Graham: easy win 

phant and Castle, Frank 
Maloney, his manager, who 
gave him a generous six out of 
ten for his effort, said that he 
would let the Sheffield man 
box three more times to “find 
himself" and then put him to 
the final test. 

Maloney will allow him to 
challenge David Starie. of 
Bury St Edmunds, who is 
expected to lift the British title 
when he meets Sam Srorey. of 
Northern Ireland, on April S. 
Ff Graham can get past Starie, 
he might have a chance of 
meeting th e established super- 


mlddleweights in Britain. 
Maloney will put Graham on 
again in April in Hull. “He 
put up a good enough perfor¬ 
mance tonight,” Maloney 
said, "but at this level hell 
never be in any trouble and 
will not make much money. 
I’ll take it one fight at a time. 
Then after three or four fights 
wevegortoseeifhecan fight.” 

Graham said: “I want to get 
to the top. A lot of people say l 
can’t A lot of people say if I get 
the opportunity to take it, 
‘you’ve still got your speed, 
reflexes and boxing ability, , 
use it to the best of your 
ability*. 

"If they want me to come 
back to boxing and do what I 
did straightaway, that’s im¬ 
possible. Even the best foot¬ 
ball team can’t do it. But the 
cobwebs are coming off and f 
can only get better and better." 

Chris Eubank has been 
given the chance to return to 
mainstream boxing. The for¬ 
mer World Boxing Organis¬ 
ation super-middleweight 
champion, who has been pro¬ 
moting his own contests in the 
Middle East since his second 
defeat by Steve Collins ]7 
months ago. was yesterday 
offered a British and Euro¬ 
pean tide bout with the cham¬ 
pion. Crawford Ashley, of 
Leeds. 

Maloney said that he had 
sent a fax to Eubank offering 
E35O.0BO for the bout, which 
would be held in London in 
May or June. “Crawford has 
already sent him a fax but he 
has had no reply so I am 
sending him one officially 
now." Maloney said. “We are 
offering him E350.000 for the 
two titles and the bout will 
also be«an eliminator far a 
world championship." 



Box 



Prevention is better than cure, as they 
say. Although what the cure is for lost 
data, we’re not sure. 

Which is why Hewlett-Packard has 
teamed-up with storage giant EMC Inc 
to offer one of the industry's most 
secure and high performance data 
protection solutions. 

MorseData is now helping some of the 
UK’s largest corporations to implement 
a range of highly resilient multi-host and 
network based storage systems. 

The starting point is to call us for our 
%iteffigent Storage Executive Briefing’ or 
arrange to meet one of our consultants. 



MorseData 

0800 22 88 88 




































